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IHere  pfefent  the  World  with  the  Lifc.df  Dw 
Swift :  a  man,  whofe  original  ^ctiiui,  *and'UnJ 
common  talents,  have  raifed  him,  in  fh^'gttieral 
eftimation,  above  all  the  Writers  of  the  age.     But^ 
from  caufcs  to  be  hereafter  explained^  his  chara^taEitf 
as  a  man,  has  hithferto  been  very  pcableto^tieabi 
norfhall  I  find  it  eafy,  notwithftandiilg  the  radfl 
conviticing  proofs,  to  perfuade  mankind,;  :that!  oni 
who  flourished  in  the  beginning  of  this  xkntu^^  id 
times  of  great  corruption^  fhould  afford  in  himfelf^ 
a  pattern  of  fuch  perfedl  virtue,  as  was  rarely  to  be 
found  in  die  annals  of  the  ancient  Rcpublib  ojf 
Rome,  when  viAue  was  the  mode.     Yet  if  it  eafl 
be  ihewn  that  ev«n  at  this  day,  when  corruption 
feems  to^  have  arrived  at  its  utmgft  pitch>  whbd 
proftitution  is  openly  avowed,   and  public  fpirit 
turned  into  a  jefi :  if  ia  fuch  tiAies  as  iktf^  in  fad 
Romuli^  there  lives  a  man  fully  equal  to  Swift ,  iii 
all  the  moral  virtues  attributed  tp  him  j  the  xm- 
probability  of  the  exiilenge  of.  f«ch  a  cnaradter  at 
a  former  period,  will,  he  much  leiTened.     In  th^ 
following  hiftory  SvyiFT  Ja«&  been  repteibptfd  A^  » 
man  of  diemoft  difinterefted  princijplos,  regardki) 
of  felf,  diid  coiiftantly  employed  in -doing  good  to 
others.     In  a6l:s  of  charity  and  libefaKty,  in  pro* 
porti6n  to  his  meins,  perhaps  without  an  tqniU 
in  his  days.     A  warm  champion  in  the  caufeof 
libertyj  and  fupport  of  the  Englifh  Conftitutipn. 

A  A  firngi 


A  firm  Patriot,  in  withftanding  all  attempts  againft 
his  xoii^rv,  eij:her  by-oppi^ioni,  qr^  corri^ption ; 
and  mdefatigable  m  pointing  out,'  ana  encouraging 
the  means  to  render  her  ftate  more  flourifhing.  Of 
incorruptible  ifiltegrity;mw)Jable  truth,  and  ftea- 
dinjsfs  in.ftfepj^ip*  i -^ tferly  free  fromvice>  and 
living  in  the  conftant  difeharge  of  all  Moral  and 
Chrfftian  duties*  If,,  iu.thefe  times,  there  fliould 
be.  fbiiild  a  <h^i)  reienpdptliQg  him  in  all  thefe  points, 
^t  is  fit  the  menxorial  of  him,  together  with  that  of 
his  tmraqrtat  compeer^  Should  be  handed  dowa  to 
ktcftr  poftef ity  :  -  ajud  that  fiap lia  pne  does  exiA,  will 
be  ^knowle^ged  by  all  who, have  ever ,  heard  the 
ttriiwrfally  ftCTered  name  of  Sir  Georce  Savilev  . 

To  him,  therefore,  is  the  following  IwifQ  of  9 
congenial  Patriot  infcribed  by  its  Author  ^  who  bag^ 
long  admired  his  chara/fter,  and  hmn  well  aicquainte4 
wii&  his  worthy  though  a  ft]::ang^r  to  ki9  perfon. 


.  ♦ 


i.Q   &  T   S   C  . R   I    P   T. 

^  T  H  E  aSoVe  was, commit  ted  to  the  Prcfs  fomc  wc€;ks 
bcferc  the  tnuch-lamcnted  de^th  of  the  excellent  ipaH; 
to  *h'6ni  it  Vas  addrcffed  f  but  the  publication  has  by 
feme  ia^GidcntVbcen  dcifeiTed  'till  now.  That  the  Au- 
thor iltd  tfSMXift'tdS^d^  '^iifftr  in  his^  choice  of ]*:&  Patron 
(thoiigh  he.nii^  fiiict^rcgrttifihe.  ooc^mi)  km  h^inqn 
%9^fiortunity  ofiApJ^in^  [>r  l?ttfiOg^he|(^jbov&I)ed'rr 
eadon.refnaja in  it's  original  ft^te,  .arid  thu^  copfecra^ 
"Uing  to  the  m^niocy  qtCthe  dcad^  thjit,  tribute  of  praifc^ 
ibjuftly  due  to  the  living* 
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INTRODUCTION. 

NOTWITHSTANDING  the  fcvcral  attempts  to 
gratify  the  curiofity  of  the  world,  in  deli- 
neating the  Life  and  Charadler  of  the  immortal 
Swift,  yet  hitherto  little  fatisfaftoiy  has  been  pro-, 
duced  on  that  fubjeft.  The  different,  and  often* 
oppofite  lights  in  which  he  has  been  (j^ievvn  by  the 
feveral  Writers^  have  occafioned  an  equal  diverfity 
of  judgments  in  their  feveral  readers,  according  to. 
their  various  prepoiTeffions  ^  and  even  the  moft  can- 
did are  too  often  left  in  a  ftate  of  doubt,  through 
the  want  of  having  t^ie  truth  lai4  bcfofe  them  fup- 
ported  by  Ajfficient  proofs,  j,  ...  •  ^ 

Perhaps  there  ney^  vj^as  a  wan  whofe  tjrue  cha-' 
radter  has  been  fo  little  lj:jiiU)wp, .  or  whofe  conduvSt 
at  all  times*  even  from  his  |irft.  fetting  out  ^n  life, 
has  been  fo  mifreprefented  to  the  world,  as  his. 
This  was  owing  to  feveral  caufes  vvhich  will  belaid 
open  in  the  following  Work,  But  the  chief  fource 
of  all  the  erropeous  opinions  entertained  of  him, 
arofe  from  Swift  himfelf,  on  account  of  fome  fiuT 
gularitiesin  his  char&<Ser,  which  at  all  times  cx- 
pofed  him  to. the  {haf)^§'pf  envy  and  malice,  while 
he  employed  no  QtHer  fhfeld  in  his  defence^  but  that 
of  cohfciou^  integrity. 

He  had,  early  m  „  1  ife,  from,  caufes  to  be  hereafter 
explained,  imbibed/ucha  ftfpng  hatkd  to  hypQcrify; 
that  he  fell  into  the  oppoiitq  ext^reme ;  and  no  .nior- 
tal  ever  took  morevpaiiis  to^;difplay  his  gopcj^qn^ali- 
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ties,  And  appear  in  the  beft  light  to  the  worrd,  than 
he  did  to  conceal  his,  or  even  to  put  on  the  fern- 
blahce  of  their  contraries. 

This  humour  affedted  his  whole  conduft,  as  well 
ih  the  more  important  duties,  as  in  the  common- 
offices  of  life. 

Though  a  man  of  great  piety,  and  true  reUgioUj 
yet  he  carefully  {hunned  all  oftentation  of  it :  as  an 
inftance  of  which,  it  is  well  known  that  during  his 
fefidence  in  London,  not  being  called  upon  by  any 
duty  to  officiate  publickly  in  his  clerical  capacity,  he 
Was  feldom  feen  at  church  at  the  ufual  hours  that 
ptctenders  to  religion  fhew  themfelves  there ;  but 
he  was  a  couftant  attendant  on  early  prayers,  and  a 
frequent  partaker  of  early  Sacraments. 

Though  generourand  charitable  in  his  nature  to 
the  highefl  degree,  he  feemcd  to  part  with  money  fo 
reluftantly,  and  fpoke  fo  much  about  oeconomy, 
that  he  palTed  for  avaricious,  and  hard-hearted. 

His  very  civilities  bore  the  appearance  of  rude- 
nefs,  and  his  finefl  compliments  were  conveyed  un- 
der the  difguife  of  fatyr. 

Lord  Bolingbroke,  who  knew  him  well,  in  two 
ivords,  fummed  up  bis  charadler  in  this  refpeft,  by 
faying,  that  Swift  was  a  hypocrite  reverfed. 

In  fhort,  he  always  appeared  to  the  world  in  a 
mafk,  which  he  never  took  off  but  in  the  company 
of  his  mofl  intimate  friends  :  and  as  the  world  can 
judge  only  by  appearances,  no  wonder  they  were  fo 
much  miflaken  in  the  ideas  formed  of  him. 

When  we  confider  that  the  time  in  which  he 
made  the  chief  figure  in  life,  was  a  feafon  wherein 
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ikdton  raged  with  the  giieateft  violence ;  that  he  was 
looked  upon  as  the  prinpipal  champion  of  the  Tory 
caufe,  and  therefore  was  the  common  butt  at  which 
all  the  Writers  on  the  Whig  fide  levelled  their  (hafts; 
there  will  be  nooccafion  to  wonder;  that  out  of  the; 
many  calumnies  poured  out  againfl  him^  fbme  of 
them  (hould  ftick,  Thefe  were  iodecd  fo  nume- 
rous, that  we  are  told  by  himfelf,  -that  in  the  fpace 
of  not  mariy  years,  upwalrds  of  a  thoufand  Pam- 
phlets and  Paper*  were  written  profeflcdly  againfB 
him ;  to  which  he  never  deignrd  to  give  an  anfwcr, 
nor  endeavoured  to  wipe  off  a$y  afperfion  thrown 
on  him.  Thus  by  the  former  part  of  his  charadler, 
juil  laid  open,  he  afforded  his  enemies  fufiicient 
ground- work  on  which  to  raife  what  fuperftrju<|3:ure 
of  calumny  they  pleafed,  and  as  no  defence  was 
made,  it  was  daily  fuffered  to  increafe.  For  he  had 
very  unwifely  laid  it  down  as  a  maxim,  "  To  aft 
uprightly,  and  pay  no  regard  to  the  opinion  of  the 
world  *." 

Thus,  while  he  was  admired,  eftcenied,  beloved, 

» 

beyond  any  nun  of  his  time,  by  his  particular  friends, 
not  only  on  account  of  his  fuperior  talents,  but  his 
pre-eniinence  in  every  kind  of  virtue ;  he  was  en- 
vied, feared,  and  hated  by  his  enemies,  who  con- 
iifted  of  a  whole  virulent  fadtion  to  a  man.  And 
when  we  take  in  the  general  appetite  for  fcandal, 
and  the  fpirit  of  envy  in  the  bulk  of  mankind,  which 
delights  in  the  humiliation  of  an  exalted  charai^ter: 

•  Mifs  Vanhomrigh,  in  one  of  her  letters  to  him.  Has  the  following 
pafl*age.  '«  You  once  had  a  maxim,  which  was— To  a£l  wh?^t  ww 
fight,  and  not  mind  what  the  world  would  fay.** 
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wc  fhall  ni)t  ht  furprifed,  that  eveh  flLtnortg  his  own' 
party,  he. found  fewadviicites  to  ^^tidicat6  his  famc^ 
and  that  he  had  nor  other  fupport  in  this  torrent  of* 
abuftv '  but  the  confcioufnefe  of  feiS  6wn  reditude, 
and  the  unaltcrabk  attachment  of  his  iMimate  friends : 
jmong  whichnumbej*- hte  could  count  fuch  as  were 
moft  eininelit- lA  thof6  days,  both  for  talents  and 
virtue,  .•••  :•::.•  '  •   *     - 

In  tbifi^  ftate  Swift  cbfitinued  'till  the  death  of  the 
Queen ;  admired  by  alHs  a  genius,  d^tefted  by  moft 
as  a  m^nw  AU  the  World  now  knows,  upon  that 
eventyi  with  what  impllacable  malice  the  Whigs'* 
purfued  their  Antagonifts,  as  foon  as  they  had  got 
all  power  into  their  hands.  This  fpirit  raged  ft  ill 
more  violently  in  Ireland;  than  in  England ;  the 
cfFedts  of  which  Swift  fenfibly  felt  on  retiring  to  his 
Deanery.  The  ill  name  he  had  obtained  in  Lon-^ 
don,  followed  him  to  Dublin ;  where  he  was  the 
objedt  of  genejal  hatred  for  fome  years,  Butwhen^ 
in  procefs  of  time,  his  true  charader  came  to  be 
Jcnown,  and  his  exemplary  condudt  gave  the  lie  to 
the  grofs  mifreprefentations  that  had  been  made  of 
him  ',  when  his  ipirii  of  patriotifm  broke  forth  into 
^dtion,  and  faved  his  country  from  threatened  ruin  % 
when  it  was  feen  that  the  great  obje<S;  of  his  life 
was  to  promote  public  good ;  that  in  the  difcharg© 
of  all  moral  and  religious  duties,  he  had  no  fupe- 
riour ;  in  the  choice  and  extent  of  his  charities^ 
perhaps  no  equal ;  he  obtained  fuch  a  degree  of 
public  favour,  as  no  man  in  that  country  had  ever 
reached.  Praife  was  united  to  his  name,  admira-t 
tion  and  affeftion  $o  his  perfon ;  and  this  juft  tribute 

WW 


Mi&evtt  iiiAr  paid  toliiiri 'fetigB^'lffil,  ^anx!  tb' 
his  mematy  ifter  his  debealH -j  'tifl  a  iJttftab^Atiiho^' 
-an>fe.  b«iht  opon  fuliyifeg'Ms  Wrabie'^Md;  (^W^^ 


once  more' troiight  t!i4ir  foiif  con'terils^d^^^.''  Mot^ 

"was  it  a»  itenemy  th^f  ^d  this,  buf^Hnt-wfia^ftoi' 

fefled  himfelf  Swift's  fHehd;'  arid  #lMf^^d(iWng^ 

his  life-time,  his  grcateft'fetterer^'i'Tjifean '^ohn' 
Earl  of  Oitery.         i;   •■  <  >■  ■    - -u  I;-,-  :-.<■.     J 

The  erucl  manner  in  which  he^Has'  tfiiated'the* 
fnemofyoifhisyr/V;// Swift;  as  his  Iic^(hi|i  iii  tliter 
comfc  of 'the  work  oftcfn  '^ah  to  xall- hhn,- lAicf 
fomethJrig  fo  furprifing-in  it*,  that  peopli  were  afar 
k)fs  how^  ttt  account  fot  it,  cxlcejit  bjr  fiippofing  k  W 
proceed  from  fomtt  untomtobn  d^glrte  6F  Wialfevo-* 
fence  inhfs  Lgrdfliip's  ttatttfe:  Butthoii^frhc  ctiiii 
not  be  whorif  cleared  ftbm  an  inijiiitatfoti  'of  thiitf 
fort,  ytii  am  perfuacfca  tHat  hi^s^dtferftrotive  tcr^ 
was  not  quite  of  fo  WaciK-addie.  ^s-fttfeerhad,  itt 
his  will,  bequeathed  his^  Iforwy  from  Riife  j  and  thii 
circumftance  made  the  Vroi-ld  cOfleFiid&-^that  he 
looked  upon  his  fon  as  a  blockhead.  This  ftun^ 
the  young  man  td  the  quldk ;  and  wcf  maty  fee  how 
deep  an  impreffion  it  made  dn  liim,  by  the  stccount 
he  gives  of  it  in  one  of  his  letters  to  hf s  foil.  It  feemJ; 
to  have  been  the  chief  bbjeS  of  his  life  afterwards, 
to  wipe  away  this  ftigma,  arrd  convince  the  world  oF 
the  injuftice  done  him,  by  pubiifhing  fonie  Work 
that  might  do  him  credit  as  a  Writer.  Confcious  of 
his  want  of  genius  to  produce  any  thing  original,  he 
applied  himfclf  diligently  to  a  Tranflatiofi  of  Pliny's 
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lycttwj  but  he  was  fo  long  ^Quti^^s  taflc,  and  pufer 
it  into  fo.,manY  bands , to  cof red  it  that  Mdmoth's" 
excellfintjf^pflationof  thc'faitt^  flipppd  into • 

th^  wof Idrbcfcife  his,  and  for^^Ueii,  this  ^Tc^tffe  tO: 
fame^  yejwd.at  this  dii&pppintmcnti  hc^ looked^ 
out  ioxSf^g^r  9ther  way  by  which  he  roigh^aGquire 
literal^  reputation^  and  he  £pund  no  field  ib  fiiited- 
to  his  -talents,  ?as  that  of  criticifm  j  fincc»  to.  maker 
^  ligurs- there,  required  neither  genius,.. ^ipr.  d^ep; 
learning :  and  therefore  he  might,  with  e^fp,  arrive. 
V'th^  title  of  a;/r«^  critic,  as  defcribed  in  the  Tale 
ofia  Tubi.;  Of  whom  it  had  been  remarkc^,^  **  That 
^  txue  ipVitic  ,isi  a  fort  of  niechanick  fetup/with  a. 
^ock  an4  thiols  for  his  tra^c,'.  at  as  little  expcnce  as_^ 
^  tsiyioxf",.  ^ut. Swift  denies  this  ppfition— "  For/ 
(f^y$  he)  ftn  .the.CQntraiy^  nptbing  is  mpre  eertain,f 
that it  requirep,  greater  la,yings  put>tQ  be  free  of  the 
ijritics  cpfopany,  thjwi  tl:^at  of  ai^y  other  you  caa 

^wame*^  :fe?f>  ?*  ^9  ^^  ?  *f ^?.  ^^gf  ^^>  i'^  .wyi  ^'pft  the 
|ich;qft:C^in4i4^tc  cveiy  gro^t  J^e. if  worth,  f  i%  be- 
fore opje  can ;  commence .  a : /r?^^  critic^  it  will  coft  ^ 
ro?tn  all  the gpod qualities jof.jjis  mind:  which,  per-* 
\i^^^i  iof  ,a  lefs  purch^fc,  would  be  thought  but  aq; 
indiiFereijt  .bargain."  As  his  Lordfliip  has  fairly 
paid  thejpurchafe,  it  would  be  hard  if  he  Jhould 
be  denied  the  title*  .    ^     . 

The  bufinefs  now  was,  to  find  ^out  a  proper  fub^ 
Jc6t  on,  which  to  exercife  his  talents  in  that  way> 
^s  there  never  had  been  pubU(hed  any  Hiftory  of 
Swift's  I^ife,  he  thought  nothing  could  ejfcite  ge-» 
neral  puriofity  more  than  fome  account  of  that  ex- 
trapydinary  man^     It  is  trvie  he  was  fupplied  with 

but 
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but  fe^ty  materials  for  fuch  a  Work ;  for  though 
he  had  lived  a  (hort  time  in  fome  d^ree  of  inti- 
macy with  Swift,  yet  it  was  only  in  the  latter  part 
of  his  life,  when  hewsts  declined  into  the  vale  of 
years,  when  his  faculties  were  impaired,,  when  his 
temper,  foured  by  diiappointments,  and  his  fpirits 
lunk  by  continual  attacks  of  a  cruel  diforder>  made 
^  great  a  change  in^  his  mind,  as  in  his  outward 
form,  fo  that  little  of  his  former  fclf  remained.  To 
draw  his  charader  at  length,  from  obfcrvations  made 
at  fuch  a  period,  was  the  height  of  injuftice ;  and 
yet  his  Lordihip  had  na  opportunity  of  knowings 
any  thing  of  the  brighter  part  of  his  days,  but  from, 
common  report.  For,  as  Swift  was  the  laft  man 
^n  the  world  to  talk  much  of  himfelf,  his  Lordfhip's 
acquaintance  with  him  furnifhed  him  with  no  ma- 
terials of  that  fort ;  he  therefore  had  recourfe  to 
common  fame,  which,  as  I  have  before  (hewn,  had 
been  always  bufy  in  calumniating  that  great  man ; 
and  with  a  cruel  induftry  he  colledled  and  revived 
all  the  reports  which  had  formerly  been  fpread  to 
his  difadvantage.  His  Lordfl^ip's  chief  view  in  pub- 
liftiing  this  Work,  being  to  acquire  celebrity  as  an 

Author— 

— — ,,-f  .         bominuni  volitare  per  ora — 

in  order  to  obtain  this  end,  he  knew  that  fatyr  was 
more  likcjy  to  procure  a  rapid  fale  to  the  book,  than 
pancgyrick.  All  regard  therefore  to  truth,  juftice, 
honour,  and  humanity,  was  to  be  facrificed,  when- 
ever they  came  in  competition  with  this  great  end. 

The  event  did  credit  to  his  Lordfhip's  fagacity, 
for  the  Work  had  a  rapid  fale,  and  foon  ran  through 

a  variety 
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a^  variety  of  editioas .  This  was '  owirtg  to  •  fetrcral ' 
caufes.  The  Whigs  were  then  a  gr^t majority  of 
the  inatitm,  and-  in  pofiefli©n  of  all'  tfee  tiower. 
Though  their  animofity  againft  thofe  6f  the  oppo- 
fite  party  had'lbmev^feaf  ftibfidcd,  yee"t<^a^  it  far: 
froni  being : wholly  extwlgailhed.  They  b^d  always- 
entertained  ati  invpladable  hatred  to  SsVift,  as  the 
great  chamjpion^of  the' Other  fide  5  whicl*  was  ticrt 
extinguiftied  by'^his  death,  a&  iii  the  cjlfe' of  others; 
Ibecaufcihls  hmnortal  Works  ftill  eontifttfed  a  living 
war  agaiiill  tlic  bafe  mcafureii  they  purfue^i;  -  It  was 
with  delight  therefore  thejr  ttad  over  a  Work,  wliich. 
painted-him  in.'thc  ferae  colours,  in  which  they  had 
always/ endeavoured  to  reprefent  him;  ;  The  bulk 
Qf  naankdnd,  finding  that  the  accounts  there  given, 
coii^ided  with  the  general  prejudices  founded  ort 
common  fame,  readily  received  theni  as  true*  And 
that  fpirit  of  envy,  an  inmate  in  the  breafts  of  moil 
p^cn,  which  delights  in  feeing  thofe  of  fuperior  ta- 
lents degraded,  and  brought  down  more  to  a  level 
with  themfclvcs,  was  highly  gratified  by  the  pcru- 
fal  of  that  book.  Nor  was  it  the  leaft  caufe  of  an 
exteniive  fale,  that  it  was  written  by  a  Lordi  a  thing 
fo  rare  in  latter  times  !  Wonder,  ufually  accompa- 
nied by  a  bad  tiafte,  looks  out  only  for  what  is  un- 
common ;  and  if  a  Work  comes  abroiad  under  the 
pame  of  a  Threfher,  a  Bricklayer,  or  a  Lord,  it  \% 
furc  to  be  eagerly  fought  after  by  the  million  • 

To  thefe,  and  fimilar  cauie$,  was  owing  the  fa- 
vourable reception  this  book  met  with;  which,  in 
itfelf,  contains  little  that  could  be  approved  of  by 
men  of  true  tafte.  What  relates  to  Swift's  Life,  from 
the  fcaatinefs  of  his  materials,  does  not  take  up  a 

fixth 
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fixth  poftiott  of  the  l^Hhok.    The  greater  part  of  the 
r«iiaiflder,  confifts  d  ufelefs  or  irividioos  criticifih«^ 
on  his  \W5brks.     Yet  aH  this  not  being  fufEcient  to' 
make  up  a  ^^^  volume,  (according  to  the  bbokftl-' 
lers  phrafe)  he  has  eked*  it  out  from  his  common-* 
place  book,  in  order  to- fhew  bis  learning,  by  intro-^ 
ducing&veral  diffettations/ foreign  to  the  fubjeft  in 
hand  :  fuch  as  thofe  on  Madifeefs,  Idiotifm^  Chd- 
radters  of  Homer,  Ariftotle ;  of  Ramiis,  Scotus,  and 
Aquinas/  of  Epitiirus,  Defcartes,  and  Gaffendi. 
Remarks  upon  the  Writings  of  Lord  Bacon,  Mil-* 
ton^,  Harrington,  Algernon  Sidney,  Lord  Clarendon/ 
Dr.  Sprat,    Sir  William^  Temple,  Addifon,  Lofd^ 
Bolinghroke,  &c.  with  many  other  impertinencies. 
•  Not  long  after  the  publication  of  this  Work,  there 
came  out  an  Anfwer  to  it,  under  the  title  of  *^  Ob-* 
fcfvations  on  Lord  Orrery^s  Remarks  on  the  Life 
and  Writings  of  Dr/  Swift,  afterwards  known  to  be 
written  by  Dr.  Delany  :  who,  from  an  early  and 
long  intimacy  with  the  Dean,  was  able  to  refute  moffe 
of  the  fadls,  upon  which  his  Lordfhip  grounded  hia 
obfervatibns,  by  producing  uncontrovertibleproofs  to 
the  contrary.     .Yet,  though  this  book  was  writtei> 
with  great  fpirit,  and  carried  the  evidence  of  truth 
with  it;  as  it  was  an  anonymous  publication,  iit 
was  little  attended  to,  except  by  thofe  who  wifliecj 
well  to  the  memory  of  the  Dean.     Befides,  truth  ia 
not  the  objedl  fought  after  by  thofe,  who  are  defirous 
of  remaining  in  an  error.     Swift  has  an  obfervation 
on  this  head  which  will  be  found  to  be  generally 
true.     ^*  The  ill  talent  of  the  world  is  fuch,  that 
thofe  who  will  be  at  pains  enough  to  inform  them-^ 
^Ives  in  a  majiciows  ftory,  will  take  none  at  all  to 

be 
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be  undeceived;  nay,  wiU  be  apt  with  ibme  reluc- 
tance to  admit  a  ftvourable  truth."  This  obfervation 
was  never  more  ftrongly  verified  than  in  the  ca^e  before 
usj  for,  while  the  book  which  calumniated- Swift V 
character,  and  endeavoured  to  depreciate  his  talents, 
though  poorly  written^  went  through  a  great  number 
of  editions  ;  the  fingle  one  of  the  Anfwer,  incom^- 
parably  fuperior  in  every  thing  which  can  recommend 
Writings  of  that  kind,  ftill  remains  unfold. 
.  But  whatever  favourable  reception  this  book  met 
with  in  England,  never  did  I  know  fuch  a  univerfal 
indignation  as,  was  excited  In  all  ranks  of  people, 
by  the  publication  of  it  in  Ireland.  They  were  the 
only  proper  judges  of  his  charafter,  who  had  an  op-- 
portunity  of  knowing  his  condudt,  during  a  refi- 
dence  of  fo  many  year^.  If  they  admired  him  for 
his  genius,  they  almoft  adored  him  for  his  virtues* 
In  his  public  capacity,  he  was  one  of  the  trueft  Pa- 
triots that  ever  lived ;  and  for  the  many  important 
iervices  he  did  his  country,  he  i*^as  hailed  by  the 
general  voice  pater  patria.  In  his  private  life,  of 
the  ftridteft  morals  i  and  in  the  difchargc  of  his  cle-,. 
rical  duties,  of  exemplary  piety.  Plis  tharities  were 
boundlefs,  and  the  whole  byfinefs  of  hi$  life  was, 
doing  good.  As  party  aninaofities  h^d  long  before 
fubfided,  he  had  few  enemies  left  \  and  even  thofe 
few,  when  their  hatred,  together  with  their  fear, 
had  been  buried  in  his  grave,  joined  in  doing  all 
juftice  to  his  memory.  To  calumniate  the  charac- 
ter of  fuch  a  man,  was  thought  little  lefs  than  facri- 
lege ;  and  the  rage  of  the  people  was  fuch,  that  it 
vented  itfelf  even  on  the  poor  printer  of  the  Work, 
whp  became  for  a  long  time  the  objeft  of  public 
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odium.  It  was  happy  for  his  Lordfhip  that  he  did 
not  pay  a  vifit  to  that  countryduring  the  ferment,  for 
he  would,  moft  affuredly,  have  been  grdfsly  inftilted 
by  the  populace,  and  avoided  by  all  of  a  foperiOr  rank. 

Dr.  Delany's  Anfwci*  was  followed  by  another 
from  Deane  Swift,  Efq.  As  it  came  from  a  near 
relation  of  the  Dean's,  it,  at  firft,  excited  fome  ex- 
pedlation  5  which  was  foon  fuccecded  by  difappoiiit* 
ment,  and  the  Work  configned  to  oblivion.  Where 
let  it  reft. 

On  the  publication  of  a  new  edition  of  Swift's 
"Works,  the  proprietors  applied  to  Dr.  Hawkfworth 
to  write  his  Life.  He  was  an  Author  of  no  fmall 
eminence ;  a  man  of  clear  judgment,  and  great  can- 
dour. He  quickly  difcerned  the  truth  from  the  falfe- 
hood ;  wiped  away  many  of  the  afperfions  that  had 
been  thrown  on  Swift's  charafter ;  and  placed  it,  fo 
far  as  he  v/ent,  in  its  proper  light.  But  as  he  had. 
no  new  materials  of  his  own,  and  was  confined  to 
fuch  only  as  were  contained  in  former  publications, 
the  view  he  has  given  of  his  life  is  very  imperfeft ; 
many  of  the  tnoft  important  articles  are  omitted, 
and  others  ftill  left  in  a  very  doubtful  ftate. 

The  laft  Writef  who  has  given  any  account  of 
Swift,  is  Dr.  Johqfon.  Who  feems  ta  have  under- .. 
taken  this  taflc,  rather  from  the  neceiSty  he  was 
-under  of  taking  fome  notice  of  him  in  the  courft 
of  his  Biographical  Hiftory  of  the  Englifla  Poets, 
than  from  choice.  He  has  prefented  us  only  w^th 
«  ftiort  abftraft  of  what  he  found  in  Dr.  Hawkf- 
worth, for  which  he  makes  the  following  apology* 
**  An  account  of  Dr.  Swift  has  been  already  colle<5ted 
with  great  diligence  and  acutenefs,  by  Dn  Hawkf- 
worth, 
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worth,.  a<?c9r4i«g, to  a  fchcpie  which  I  laid  before 
him  in  the  iatimacy  of  ow  friendihip.  I  cannot 
therefore  be  fK^?4i*4tP  fa;jf  m^  of  a  life^  con-i» 
cerning^wl^itii  ihad'JpilgLfiii^  communicated  my 
thougl^ts,  .;tq  ^  man.xjapablerof  di^ify ing  his  narra- ' 
tion,  withibrDauch  elegance  <5f  language,  and  force 
of  fentiment."  Accordingly  he  has  produced  little 
new  on  the  fubjcft,  except  Ibmc  oBfervations  of  his 
own,  which  are  far  from  .being  Jayourable  to  the 
charadter  of  Swift,  It  is  much  to  be  lamented,  that 
ji  man  of  his  great  abilities,  did  not  choofe  to  follow 
his  frieiid  Hawkfworth  in  the  paths  of  juft  and 
fandid  criticiim,  inflead  of  afibciating  himielf  witiv 
Lord  Orrery  to  the  band  of  true  critics*  Of  which 
body  he  has  flbewn  himfelf  no  unworthy  merabef, 
not  on  this  occofion  pnly,  but  in  the  many  fevere 
ftridures  paflfed  on  the  Lives  and  Writings  of  fome 
of  the  greateft  geniufes  this  country  has  produced  i 
to  the  no  fmall  indignation  of  their  feveral  admii;erSj| 
and  to  thegrqat  regret  of  the  Doctor's  own.  As 
this  Work  is  naore  likely  to.b?  generally  read  thaqi 
any  of  the  otl>ers ;  .both  on  account  of  the  great  re-^ 
putation  of .  the  Author,  and  ^s  it  will  of  courff 
pref^t  itfelf -^0  the.' eyes  of  all  who  fhall  goithrqagh 
his  colkdioi^  of  Lives,  L  fhall  hereafter  take  afl  op^- 
portunity  of  n»king  /ome  uonxments  upon  tholf 
f)3;ffitge«,  wjHQhi^nd  todspreeiate-and'mi^prqfent 

|b«tJb^<a<Jti^x;pfibgreinainWv  .;.  ..  :> 

i^.3rhjefcfewral.p»hltcatiQJhsi.Avhi:^h  place  the  Lift 
attd.-.Gl^r^^r  iof  Swift  in  very  .diffef^ntj  and  often 
Ofpctfite  painte'cf.  light,  hwe:  <5ctafioned  great- di^ 
tcrAtjt/in.th^.ijuidgQienfcs^  formed  of  tkenj  by  the 
wo'rld;-  accordijpgto  the  different  degrees-  of  prejur 
••  -  dice. 
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flice,,  or  ca/i^Qur,'  in  their  feveral  rp»diers.  But  m 
the  faleof  the,  firit  Eflajr  on  this  fubje(at,  written  by 
Lord'Orn^ry,  wa$  mfiintely  fuperior  to  that  of  all  the 
otb?R,put  u^isther,  the  prepofleffions  in  fevour  of 
the  aiq^ouQta  delivered  by  hin^,  have,  .for.  reaiba$ 
akeady  i^gi>Qd,  made  too  deep  an  impere^qa  on  the 
bulk  of  ipapkin4»  ta  be  eafily  erafed.  J  have  he-- 
fore  takw  nptice  of  the  fcaatinefs  of .  l>i$  materials, 
which  yet  he  has  not  imaged  in. a»y: regular  order; 
gild  which  ^onfift  qhiefly  of  detached  faS^,  and 
unconnected  Anecdotes,  fo  that  there  is. no  appear- 
anqe  of  a  whole.  The  portrait  he  hag  drawn  of 
him,  puts  one  in  i^aind  of  certahx  paintings  to  be 
ieen  ^at  the  optician's  in  St.  Paul's  church-yard> 
where  we  behold  £:)me  icattered  and  diUk)rted  fea« 
Jure*,  covered  with  blotches  of  varioi^s  colours;  fo 
that  we  caanot  difcover  what  it  is  intended  to  re- 
prefent:  'till,  by  the  application  of  a  cylindrical 
ipirfQur,  wc-are  furprifqd  too  fee  liar t  forth  a  face  of 
the  finejOb  ppc)fiortioiied  features,  and  moil  beautiful 
<;0RipJcxiQa»  By  ijiiah  an  application  ^f  the  mirxour 
of  truth  I  hope  to  (hew  Swift  in  a  fimijar  light. 

1  have  long  wished  for  leifure  to  fet  abojat  this 
t»fk,  which  a  life  fpent  in  a  variety  of  labonous  oc- 
cupations has  hifhertQ  prevented.  And  even  how  I 
app^  obliged,  to,  fufpend  purfuits  of  mpie.  advan^ 
tageous  kind  with  regard  to  myfelf*  iri  order  to  ac^ 
complifh  it.  But,  refle<5ting,  atthi-s  ad vauced  period 
of  life,  on  the  near  approacheaof  old  age^  which  inight 
foon  difqualify  me  from  carrying  my  defign  into 
execution,  I  determined  to  poftpone  all  other  confi- 
derations,  that  might  Hand  in  the  way  of  an  objedt 
I  have  had  fo  much  at  heart.     The  love  I  had  to 

his 


INTRODUCTION. 

his  perfon,  and  the  reverence  in  which  I  was  taugfit> 
from  my  earlieft  days,  to  hold  his  charafter,  and 
with  which  I  had  an  opportunity  of  being  well  ac- 
quainted, on  account  of  the  long  intimacy  fubfifting 
between  him  and  my  father ;  and,  above  all,  the 
means  I  have  in  my  power  of  refcuing  his  good  name 
from  the  afperfions  thrown  on  it  by  foulmouthed 
calumny,  hav?  made  me  think  it  an  indifpenfible 
duty,  no  longer  to  delay  doing  juftice  to  his  memory. 
From  the  above  acknowledgement  of  my  early 
prejiofleffions  in  his  favour,  it  may  be  thought  that 
I  ihall  prove  not  an  unprejudiced  hiftorian :  but, 
though  Fam  confcious  to  myfelf  that  I  ihall  never 
be  guilty  df  any  wilful  mifreprefcntations,  I  know 
too  well  how  little  weight  all  profeflions  of  impart 
tiality  carry  with  them  on  fuch  occafions,  to  troii- 
ble  the  reader  with  any.  I  defire  no  credit  to  be 
given  to  aflertions  or  opinions  not  fupported  by  th# 
moft  convincing  proofs:  which  therefore^  in  all 
difputable  points,  I  hope  I  fhall  be  indulged  in  ph)- 
ducing  at  full  length.  And  I  doubt  not  but  th^ 
the  difplay  of  Swift's  true  charaxfter  and  conduft  in 
life,  though  to  the  confufion  of  his  maligners;  and 
difappointment  of  the  envious  and  malevolent,  will 
give  great  fatisfadlion  to  all  good  minds ;  as  it  is  of 
moment  to  the  general  xraufe  of  religion  and  ^morality, 
to  make-  it  appear,  that  the  greateft  Genius  of  the 
age,  was,  at  the  fame  timei  a  man  of  the  trueft  piety, 
and  moft  exalted  virtue.    ^ 
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SECTION    I. 

SWIFT  was  defccnded  from  an  ancient  family  in 
York  (hire,  of  no  fmall  note,  and  confiderablc 
property.  He  was  of  the  younger  branch  *.  His 
grandfather,  the  Revd.  Thomas  Swift,  was  poffefled  of 
a  good  eftate,  and  was  diftinguifhed  above  any  man  of 
his  ftation  in  life,  for  his  attachment  to  Charles  I.  and 
the  fufferings  he  underwent  in  fupport  of  the  royal  caufe, 
by  which  his  fortune  was  entirely  ruined.  He  had  ten 
fons,  and  three  daughters.  Five  of  his  fons  went  to 
fcek  their  fortune  in  Ireland  :  the  fourth  of  whom,  Jo- 
nathan, was  father  to  the  famous  Dr.  Swift.  He  had 
married  Mrs.  Abigail  Erick,  defccnded  from  an  ancient 
family  of  that  name  in  Leicefterfhire,  but  with  little  or 
no  fortune.  He  died  young,  in  about  two  years  after 
his  marriage,  feven  months  before  the  birth  of  his  only 
fonj  and  as  he  was  but  juft  beginning  the  world,  left 
his  widow  in  very  diftreffed  circumftances. 

*  For  farther  pardcolars  of  Swift's  family,  vid.  Appendix. 
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Jonathan  Swift,  afterwards  the  celebrated  Dean 
of  St.  Patrick's,  was  born  on  the  30th  of  November 
1667,  in  Hoey's-court,  Dublin.  When  he  was  but  a 
year  old,  he  was,  without  the  knowledge  of  his  mother 
or  relations,  ftolen  away  by  his  nurfe,  and  carried  to 
Whitehaven  j  which  place  (he  was  under  a  neceffity  of 
vifuing,  on  account  of  the  illnefs  of  a  relation,  from 
whom  (he  expelled  a  legacy  -,  and,  as  is  ufual  among 
Irilh  nurfes,  fhe  bore  fuch  an  afFeftion  to  the  child, 
that  ftie  could  not  think  of  going  without  him.  There 
he  continued  for  almoft  three  years  j  and  (he  took  fuch 
care  of  him,  that  he  had  learned  to  fpell,  and  could 
read  any  chapter  in  the  Bible  before  he  was  five  years 
old. 

At  the  age  of  fix  he  was  fent  to  the  fchool  of  Kil- 
kenny J  and  at  fourteen  admitted  into  the  Univerfity  of 
Dublin.  The  expence  of  his  education  being  defrayed 
by  his  uncle  Godwin  Swift,  the  eldeft  of  the  brothers 
who  had  fettled  in  Ireland.  He  was  a  lawyer  of  great 
eminence,  and  had  made  confiderable  fums  of  money,  . 
which  were  for  the  mod  part  fquandered  away  in  idle 
projcfts.  By  mean3  of  which,  foon  after  his  nephew 
had  entered  the  College,  he  found  himfelf  involved  in 
gre^t  difficulties  j  and  being  father  of  a  numerous  ofiv 
luring  by  four  wives,  he  was  under  a  neceflity  of  re- 
ducing the  ftipend  allowed  to  his  nephew  for  his  fup- 
port  at  the  Univerfity,  as  low  as  poflible.  The  real 
fituation  of  Godwin's  affairs  not  being  then  known  to 
the  world,  and  as  he  was  looked  upon  to  be  much  the 
richefi:  of  the  family.  Swift's  other  relations  fcemcd  at 
that  time  to  think  that  their  aid  was  not  at  all  ncccf- 
fary  i  fo  that  he  was  obliged  to  make  the  beft  Ihift  he 
could,  with  the  wretched  allowance  that  his  uncle  gave 
liim.  Thus  was  one  of  the  moft  afpiring  and  liberal 
miads  in  the  world,  early  checked  and  confined,  by  the 
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narrpwnefs  of  his  circumftances  ;  with  this  bitter  aggfa-* 
v^cion  to  a  generous  fpirir,  that  the  fmall  pittance  af^ 
forded  by  hi$  uncle>  feemed  to  him,  from  the  manner 
in  vhich  it  was  given,  rather  as  an  alms  doled  out  for 
charity,  than  an  aft  of  beneficence  due  from  fo  near  a 
relation;  who  was  fuppofcd  by  him,  as  well  as  by  the 
reft  of  the  world,  to  be  in  circumftances  that  might 
have  afforded  a  much  more  liberal  ftipend,  without 
prejudice  to  his  own  family.  Under  this  load  did  the 
ipirit  of  Swift  groan  for  the  fpace  of  near  feven  years 
that  he  refided  in  the  College  of  Dublin  i  which  made 
fo  deep  an  impreflfion  on  him,  that  he  never  afterwards 
could  think  with  patience  of  his  uncle  Godwin,  nor 
could  heartily  forgive  the  negle^  fliewn  hio)  during 
that  time  by  his  other  relations. 

The  uneafy  ficuation  of  mind  which  a  young  man  of 
high  fpiric  mull  have  been  in,  under  fuch  c.ircum*' 
ftances,  produced  confequences  likely  to  prove  de* 
ftruftive  of  his  future  fortunes.  For,  in  fuch  a  ftate^ 
he  could  not  bear  to  give  the  neceflary  application  to 
iomt  of  the  more  dry  parts  of  the  academicjk  ftudies,  for 
uvhich  he  had  indeed  naturally  no  great  relifti ;  but  paf- 
fc4  his  time  chiefly  in  reading  books  of  hiftory  ^ind 
poetry;  which  were  better  fuited  to  his  tafte,  ancj 
more  calculated  to  relieve  the  troubles  of  his  mind. 
In  confequence  of  this^  when  the  time  came  for  his  ta^ 
Jcing  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts,  he  was  ftoppcd, 
as  he  himfelf  expreffcs  it,  for  dulncfs  and  infyfficiency^ 
Ic  is  to  be  fuppofed  that  the  word  dulinefs  was  on  this 
x>ccafion  ufcd  by  Swift  jocofely,  as  the  caufc  afligned  for 
flopping  any  perfon  of  a  degree,  is  anfw^ring  badly  in 
any  branch  of  literat^jrc  appointed  for  that  particular 

examination ;  whigh  does  not  neceffarily  imply  duli- 
nefs, as  it  may  as  well  proceed  (fom  idlenefs.  But  i» 
5wift'5  cafe  it  was  rather  to  be  imputed  to  contumacy. 
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than  either  the  one  or  the  other.  '  For  the  fa6t  is,  t^'*!** 
was  one  branch  of  the  exannination,  on  which  the  great-^ 
eft  ftrefs  was  laid*  in  thofe  days,  in  which  he  could  not 
be  faid  to  anfwer  badly,  for  he  did  not  attempt  to  an- 
fwer  at  all.     This  account  I  had  from  his  own  lips.. 
He  told  me  that  he  had  made  ^  many  efForts,  upon  his^ 
entering  the  College,  to  read  fome  of  the  old  treatifes* 
on  Idgit:  writ  by,  Smeglefius,  Keckermannus,  Burgerf- 
dicius,  &c.   and  that  he   never  had  patience   to  go 
through  three  pages  of  any  of  them,  he  was-  fo  dif- 
gutted  at  the  ftupidity  of  the  work.     When  he  was  ur- 
ged by  his  tutor  to  make  himfelf  matter  of  this  branchy 
then  in  high  ettimation,  and  held  elfentiaUy  neceffary 
to  the  taking  of  a  degree ;    Swift  aflced  him',  what  it 
was  he  was  to  learn  from  thofe  books  ?  His  tutor  told 
him,  the  art  of  reafoning.     Swift  faid  that  he  found  no 
want  of  any  fuch  art ;-  that  he  could  reafon  very  well 
without  iti  and  that  as  far  as  he  could  obferve,  they' 
who  had  made  the  greatett  proficiency  in  logic,  had> 
inttead  of  tl^  art  of  reafoning^  acquired   the  art  of 
wrangling  y   and   inttead    of  clearing  up  obfcunties> 
had  learned  how  to  perplex  matters  that  were  clear 
enough  before.     For  his  own  parr,  he  was  contented 
with  that  portion  of  reafon  which  God  had  given  him> 
and  he  would  leave    it    to    time    and   experience  to 
ftrengthen  and  direft  it  properly  5   nor  would  he  run 
the  rifle  of  having  It  warped  or  falfely  biafied,  by  any 
fyftem  of  rules  laid  down  by  fucb  ftupid  writers;  of 
the  bad  effefts  of  which  he  had  but  too  many  examples 
before  his  eyes,  in  thofe  reckoned  the  moft  acute  logi- 
cians.    And  accordingly  he  made  a  firm  refolution  thc^t 
he  never  would  read  any  of  thofe  books.    Which  he  fo 
pertinacioufly  adhered  to,  that  though  he  was  ftopped 
of  his  degree  the  firft  time  of  fitting  for  it,  on  account 
of  his  not  anfwering   in    that  branch,    he   went   into 
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jthc  hall  a  fecond  time,  as  ill  prepared  in  that  refpcft 
<as  before  i  and  would  alfo  have  been  flopped  a  fecond 
itime,  ofl  the  famie  account,  if  the  intereft  of  his  friends, 
who  well  knew  the  inflexibility  of  his  temper,  had  no!:> 
Aepped  in,  and  obtained  it  for  him ;  though  in  a  man- 
ner little  to  his  credit,  as  it  was  inferted  in  the  Col- 
lege Regiftry,  that  he  obtained  it  fpeciali  gratia,  by 
Ipecial  favour;  where  it  flill  remains  upon  record. 

In  going  through  the  ufual  forms  of  difputation  for 
his  degree.,  h^  told  me  he  was  utterly  unacquainted 
«vcn  with  the  logical  terms,  and  anfwered  the  argu^- 
mentsof  his  opponents  in  his  own  manner,  which  the 
Proftorput  into  proper  form.  There  was  one  circumr- 
ftance  in  the  account  which  he  gave  of  this,  that  fur- 
prifed  me  with  regard  to  his  memory ;  for  he  told  me 
the  feveral  queftions  on  which  he  difputed,  and  repeated 
all  the  arguments  ufed  by  his  opponents  in  fyllogiftick 
form,  together  with  his  anfwers. 

He  remained  in  the  College  near  three  years  after 
this,  not  through  choice,  but  neceflity;  little  known 
or  regarded.  By  fcholars  he  was  eftecmed  a  block- 
head ;  and  as  the  lownefs  of  his  circumftances  would 
not  permit  him  to  keep  company  of  an  equal  rank  with 
himfel^  upon  an  equal  footing,  he  fcorned  to  take  up 
with  thofe  of  a  lower  clafs,  or  to  be  obliged  to  thofe 
of  a  higher^  He  lived  therefore  much  alone,  and  his 
time  was  employed  in  purfuing  his  courfe  of  reading  in 
hiftory  and  poetry,  then  very  unfafhionablc  ftudies  for 
an  acadcmick ;  or  in  gloomy  meditations  on  his  un- 
happy circumftances.  Yet,  under  this  heavy  preffure, 
ithe  force  of  his  genius  broke  out,  in  the  firft  rude  draft 

of  the  Tale  of  a  Tub,  written  by  him  at  the  age  of 
nineteen,  though  communicated  to  no-body  but  his 
xrhamber-fellow  Mr.  Waryng  i  who,  after  the  publica- 
tion pf  the  book,  made  no  fcruplc  to  declare  that  he 
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had  read  the  firft  iketch  of  it  in  Swift's  hand-writings 
1vhen  he  was  of  that  age. 

Soon  after  this,  his  uncle  Godwin  was  fcized  with  a 
lethargy,  which  rendered  him  incapable  of  bufinefsj 
and  then  it  was  that  the  broken  ftate  of  his  aiSfairs  wai 
made  public.  Swift  now  loft  even  the  poor  fupport 
that  he  had  before ;  but  his  uncle  William  fupplied  the 
place  of  Godwin  to  him,  though  not  in  a  more  enlar- 
ged way,  which  could  ndt  be  expefted  from  his  cir- 
cumftances ;  yet  with  fo  much  better  a  grace,  as  fome- 
what  lightened  the  burden  of  dependance,  and  engaged 
Swift's  gratitude  afterwards,  who  diftinguifticd  him  hy 
the  titk  of  the  beft  of  his  relations.  He  had  no  ex- 
peftation  however  of  receiving  any  thing  more  from 
him  than  what,  was  abfolutely  neceffary  for  his  fup- 
port 5  and  his  chief  hopes  now  for  any  thing  beyond, 
thatj  rafted  in  his  coufin  Willoughby  Swift,  cldeft  fon 
6(  his  uncle  Godwin,  a  confiderable  merchant  at  Lif- 
boh.  Nor  was  he  difappointed  in  his  expeftations. 
For,  foon  after  the  account  of  his  father's  unhappy  fi- 
tuation  had  reached  Willoughby  Swift  at  Lilbon,  he, 
reflefting  that  hi$  coufin  Jonathan's  deftitute  condition 
demanded  immediate  relief,  fent  him  a  prcfent  of  a 
larger  fum  than  ever  Jonathan  had  been  matter  of  in 
his  life  before.  This  fupply  arrived  at  a  critical  junc- 
ture; when  Swift,  without  a  penny  in  his  purfe,  was 
defpondingly  looking  out  of  his  chamber-window,  to 
gape  away  the  time,  and  happened  to  caft  his  eye  upon 
a  fea-fariri^  man,  who  fcemed  to  be  making  enquiries 
^fter  fome  body's  chambers*  The  thought  immedi- 
ately came  into  Swift's  headj  that  this  might  be  fome 
rnafter  of  a  veflel  who  was  the  bearer  of  a  pfefcnt  to 
him  from  his  coufin  at  Lift?on^  He  faw  hhn  enter  the 
i>iiilding  with  pleaGng  expcftation,  znd  fbon  after  heard 
^  f  ap  ^t  hi§  dqor^  which  he  eagerly  opening,  was  ac« 
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coftcd  by  the  failor  with—"  Is  your  name  Jonathan 
Swift?'*  Yes!  "Why  then  I  have  fomething  for  you 
from  Mafter  Willoughby  Swift  of  Lifbon."  He  then 
drew  out  a  large  leathern  bag,  and  poured  out  the  con- 
tents, which  were  filver  cobs,  upon  the  table.  Swift, 
enraptured  at  the  fight,  in  the  firft  tranfports  of  his 
heart,  pufhed  over  a  large  number  of  them,  without 
reckoning,  to  the  failor,  as  a  reward  for  his  trouble ; 
but  the  honeft  tar  declined  taking  any,  faying  that  he 
would  do  more  than  that  for  good  Mafter  Willoughby. 
This  was  the  firft  time  that  Swift's  difpofition  was  tried 
with  regard  to  the  management  of  money  ;  and  he  faid 
that  the  refleftion  of  his  conftant  fuffcrings  through 
the  want  of  it,  made  him  huft)and  it  fo  well,  that  he 
was  never  afterwards  without  fome  in  his  purfe. 

Soon  after  this,  upon  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  in 
Ireland,  Swift  determined  to  leave  that  kingdom,  and 
to  vifit  his  mother  at  Leiccftcr,  in  order  to  confult  with 
her  upon  his  future  plan  of  life. 

Such  was  the  opening  of  this  great  man's  life ;  and 
from  fuch  a  beginning,  who  could  at  that  time  have 
imagined  that  fuch  mighty  things  were  to  enfue  ?  He 
was  now  in  his  one-and-twcntieth-years  unqualified  for 
any  profeffion  but  that  of  the  church ;  in  which  he  had 
no  profpeft  of  fucceeding  from  intercft ;  and  the  dif- 
graceful  manner  of  his  taking  his  degree,  was  a  ftrong 
bar  to  any  hopes  dn  the  fcore  of  merit.  He  had  made 
no  advances  in  any  of  the  ufcful  ftudies  neceflary  to 
put  a  young  man  forward  in  the  wprldj  the  reclufenefs 
of  his  life  had  rendered  him  little  known  ;  and  a  tem- 
per naturally  fplenetic,  fowered  by  the  mifery  of  his  fi- 
tuation,  did  not  qualify  him  much  for  making  perfo- 
nal  friends.  How  unpromifing  were  the  profpefts  of 
fuch  a  man,  juft  entering  into  the  world,  under  fuch 
circumftar  res !  And  yet  it  is  to  thofc  very  circum- 
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fiances,  probably,  that  the  world  owes,  a  Swift  >  to  tho 
want  of  money,  want  of  learning,  want  of  friends^ 
Whoever  is  acquainted  at  all  with  the  life  and  writings 
of  Swift,  niuft  fee  that  he  had  an  uncommon  ftiare  of 
fpirit  and  fire  in  his  conftitution.  Such,  as  had  it  not 
been  kept  under  during  the  heat  of  youth,  would  pro- 
bably have  precipitated  him  into  fome  extravagant 
courfes.  Nothing  lefs  than  the  lownefs  of  his  circum^ 
ftances  from  his  birth,  could  have  kept  that  fire  frora 
burftingout;  nothing  lefs  than  the  galling  yoke  of  de^ 
pendance,  could  have  reftraincd  that  proud  fpirit  within 
due  bounds.  '  His  poverty  and  his  pride  were  two  ex- 
cellent guards  fet  over  him,  during  that  moft  danger- 
ous time  of  life,  to  fix  and  keep  him  in  a  courfe  of 
virtue.  The  one  debarred  him  from  exceflcs  in  the 
pleafureable  gratification  of  youth,  which  money  only 
can  procure ;  the  other,  kept  him  from  endeavouring 
to  obtain  from  the  purfe  of  others,  by  mean  com- 
pliances, any  pleafures  that  he  could  not  purchafe  fron> 
Jiis  own  fund.  Thus,  neceflarily  fixed  in  a  courfi?  of 
temperance,  the  praftice  of  other  moral  duties  becam? 
cafy  to  him.  And  indeed  there  was  no  flaw  to  be  found 
in  his  moral  charaftcr,  during  his  refidence  in  the  CoU 
lege,  however  low  his  parts  might  be  rated, 

Thus  far  I  have  fhewn  the  benefits  which  were  pro- 
bablv  derived  to  him  from  his  want  of  fortune.  I  Ihall 
now  fliew  what  advantages  it  is  likely  he  derived  from 
want  of  learning. 

Had  Swift  met  with  fufficient  encouragement  to  ap- 
ply himfclf  to  the  learning  of  the  times ;  had  his  fitua- 
tion  in  the  College  been  rendered  eafy  to  him,  fo  that 
he  might  have  purfued  his  ftudies  with  an  undifturbed 
mind  ;  had  his  emulation  been  rouzed  in  fuch  a  way  as 
to  make  him  enter  into  a  competition  with  thofe  of  his 
<>wn  {landing  5  it  is  highly  probable,  from  the  greatncfs 
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pf  his  parts,  that  he  would  have  thrown  all  competitors 
at  a  diftance.  And  in  that  cafe,  he  niight  have  acqui* 
red  a  fondnefs  for  thofe  ftudies  by  which  he  obtained 
fame,  however  difagreeable  they  might  have  been  to 
him  at  firft.  He  might  have  proved  the  foremoft  Lo- 
gician, Metaphyfician,  or  Mathematician  of  his  times 
he  might  have  paft  his  life,  like  fome  of  the  moft  emi- 
nent of  his  fellow  ftudents,  in  ufeJefs  fpeculations ;  and 
inftcad  of  writing  a  Laputa,  he  might  himfelf  have  been 
qualified  for  a  profefforlhip  in  the  academy  of  that  airy 
region. 

Let  us  only  fuppofe  Swift  to  have  been  a  diftingui(h*» 
ed  fcholar  in  the  Univerfity,  and  we  may  reafonably 
fuppofe  alfo,  that,  circumftanced  as  he  was,  his  Friends 
would  have  mad^  him  fit  for  a  fellowlhip  there,  as  the 
furcft  and  beft  provifion  for  any  one  fo  educated.  Or 
fife,  encouraged  by  the  hopeful  expeiftations  raifcd 
from  the'diftinguilhed  figure  he  made  in  the  College, 
they  would  have  pulhed  all  their  intereft  to  have  gotten 
Jiim  fome  fmall  preferment  in  the  Church.  In.  either 
pf  which  cafes,  the  Swift  of  the  world  might  have  been 
loft  in  a  Univerfity  Monk,  or  a  Country  Vicar.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  difgrace  throwri  on  him  in  the  Col- 
lege, deprived  him  of  all  hopes  of  preferment,  and 
rendered  his  friends  fo  cold  to  his  intereft,  that  he  had 
no  expeftations  of  future  fupport,  but  by  changing  the 
fcene  to  another  country ;  where  only  there  was  a  field 
Jarge  enough  for  the  exertion  of  thofe  high  talents, 
^which  yet  in  a  great  meafure  lay  dormant  in  him. 

And  with  refpeft  to  the  third  article,  the  want  of 
friend^  s  had  it  not  been  for  that  circumftance,  he  would 
not  have  been  under  a  neceflity  of  going  to  feek  for 
new  ones,  in  another  country  ^  and  he  might  probably 
pever  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  that  particular 
friend,  who  was  perhaps  the  only  one  living,  capable  of 
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forming  his  mind  to  thofe  great  things  which  he  after- 
wards executed. 

It  was  in  the  year  1688  that  Swift  left  Ireland; 
he  was  then  in  his  onc-and^twentieth  year.  Sup- 
'  jpofe  him  landed  in  a  country  where  he  was  utterly 
vliknown,  and  without  recommendatory  letters  that 
might  introduce  him  to  the  acquaintance,  or  procure 
l|im  the  affiftance  of  any  one  in  that  country,  with  re- 
gard to  any  future  plan  of  life.  Let  us  ftop  a  while, 
and  furvey  the  future  Swift,  fetting  out  on  foot  froni 
Chefter,  in  order  to  go  to  a  mother,  who  was  utterly  in- 
capable of  affording  him  the  leaft  aflfiilance,  as  ihe  her*- 
felf  was  chiefly  fupported  by  prefents  and  contribu- 
tions from  her  relations.  One  can  hardly  imagine  a 
fitoation  more  hopelefs  with  regard  to  externals ;  and 
with  refpeft  to  his  own  internal  powers,  he  had  yet  gi- 
ven no  proofs  of  thofe,  which  would  not  rather  occa- 
fion-defpondency  in  his  relations,  than  raife  in  them 
any  hopes  of  his  being  able  to  pu(h  his  own  way  in  the 
world.  And  indeed  at  that  junfture  perhaps  there 
were  few  living  lefs  qualified  than  he  to  do  any  thing 
for  his  own  fupport. 

The  world  was  all  before  him  where  to  choofe 
His  place  of  reft,  and  Providence  his  guide. 

And  he  feems  indeed  to  have  been  then  under  the 
immediate  guidance  of  Providence ;  for,  hopelefs  as 
the  end  of  fuch  a  journey  might  at  that  time  have  ap- 
peared, it  proved  in  faft  the  means  of  all  his  future 
greatnefs. 

After  a  refidencc  of  fome  months  with  his  mother, 

he  laid  before  her  the  uncomfortablenefs  of  his  prefent 

fituation,  and  the  gloominefs  of  his  future  profpefts; 

requcfting  her  advice  what  courfe  he  ftiould  purfue. 

'   She  clearly  faw  that  her  fon's  cafe  required  the  affift- 

ancQ 
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incc  of  fome  powerful  friend,  and  the  unfortunate  caa 
feldom  nunnber  fuch  among  their  acquaintance.  She 
recollefted  however  that  Sir  William  Temple's  Lady 
was  her  relation  ;  and  that  there  had  been  a  long  inti- 
macy between  Sir  John  Temple,  father  to  Sir  William, 
and  the  family  of  the  Swifts  in.  Ireland ;  flic  knew  alfo 
that  a  coufin  German  of  her  fon's,  the  Rcvd.  Thomas 
Swift,  had  been  Chaplain  to  Sir  William  Temple,  and 
had  been  provided  for  by  him  in  the  Church,  on  the 
fcore  of  family  conneftiohs.  She  recommended  it 
therefore  to  her  fon  to  go  to  Sir  William,  and  make 
his  cafe  known  to  him. 

However  grating  fuch  an  application  might  be  to  the 
proud  fpirit  of  Swift,  yet,  as  it  was  his  only  refource, 
he  followed  his  mother's  advice,  and  foon  afterwards 
prefented  himfelf  to  Sir  William  Temple  at  *  Shene, 
requefting  his  advice  and  afliftance.  Sir  William  was 
a  man  of  too  much  goodnefs  and  humanity,  not  to  take 
compaflion  on  a  young  man  born  an  orphan,  without 
fortune,  diftrefled  from  his  cradle,  and  without  friends 
or  intereft  to  pu(h  him  forward  in  life  j  who  at  the  fame 
time  had  a  double  claim  to  his  favour,  as  related  by 
blood  to  a  wife  for  whom  he  had  the  higheft  honour 
and  aflfcftion ;  and  as  the  offspring  of  a  family  with 
"Whom  his  father  had  lived  in  the  clofeft  ties  of  friend- 
fliip.  He  accordingly  received  him  cheerfully  into  his 
houfe,  and  treated  him  with  thai  hofpitable  kindnefs, 
which  family  connexions,  and  what  was  ftill  more  to 
a  generous  mind,  his  unfortunate  fituation  demanded 
of  him.  But  yet  we.do  not  find,  for  a  long  time,  that; 
his  kindefs  to  him  was  encreafed  from  motives  of  per- 

*  Sir  William  Temple's  own  place  of  refidence  was  a  feat  which  he 
Jiad  purchafed^  called  Moor-Park>  near  Farnham  in  Surrey ;  but  at 
the  time  of  the  Revelation,  as  Moor-Pa:rk  grew  vnfafe  by  lying  in  thb 
^^y  of  both  armies.  Sir  William  went  back  to  his  honfe  at  Shene» 
t^hich  he  had  given  i2|>  to  his  foQi 

ibnal 
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fonal  regard,  on  a  nearer  acquaintance  with  him.  It 
is  probable  that  Sir  William  early  founded  his  depth  of 
knowledge,  and  examined  into  the  progrcfs  he  had 
made  in  his  ftudies^  which  was  far  from  being  fo  great 
as  might  have  been  expefted  from  his  courfe  of  educa'- 
cion,  and  time  of  life.  The  firit  good  office  that  Sir 
William  could  do  him,  therefore,  was  to  put  him  into 
a  courfe  of  reading,  in  order  that  he  might  redeem  loft 
time.  Accordingly  we  find,  that  Swift,  during  his  rc.^- 
fidence  with  Sir  William,  applied  himfelf  with  great 
afliduity  to  his  ftudies  j  in  which,  for  the  fpace  of  eight 
years,  he  was  employed,  by  his  own  account,  at  leaft 
€ight  hours  a  day,  with  but  few  intermiffions.  The 
firft  of  thefe  was  occafioned  by  an  illncfs,  which  he  at-r 
tributed  to  a  furfeit  of  fruit,  that  brought  on  a  cold-, 
nefs  of  ftomach,  and  giddincfs  of  head,  which  purfued 
him  more  or  lefs  during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  Af^ 
ter  two  years  refidence  at  Moor-Park,  to  which  plac^ 
he  had  removed  with  Sir  William  when  the  troubles 
were  ended,  his  ftate  of  health  was  fo  bad,  that  he  wa$ 
advifcd  by  phyficians  to  try  the  effefts  of  his  native  air, 
towards  reftoring  it.  In  purfuance  of  this  advice  hq 
revifited  Ireland ;  but  finding  himfelf  growing  worfe 
there,  he  foon  returned  to  Moor-Parks  where,  upon 
the  abatement  of  his  illnefs,  he  renewed  his  applica^^ 
tion  to  his  ftudies. 

It  does  not  appear  that  Sir  William  Temple  knew 
any  thing  of  the  value  of  his  young  gueft,  till  about 
this  time;  and  Swift  himfelf  fays  that  it  was  then  hp 
began  to  grow  into  Jome  confidence  wilh  him.  The  littlp 
progrcfs  Swift  had  made  in  learning  at  his  firft  arrival 
at  Shene,  muft  have  given  Sir  William  but  a  mean  opi- 
nion of  his  capacity;  and  the  few  things  which  he 
wrote  during  his  firft  two  years  refidence  with  him., 
could  have  given  him  no  very  high  idea  of  his  genius. 

For 
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For  Swifc  had  at  that  time  fo  far  miftaken  his  talents, 
that  he  tried  his  ftrength  only  in  Pindarick  Odes ;  in 
which,  though  there  appeared  fome  vigour  of  mind, 
and  efforts  of  an  uncommon  genius,  yet  it  was  appa- 
rent that  it  was  vigour  improperly  exerted,  and  the  ef- 
forts of  a  genius  mifapplied.  The  fentiments  were 
ftrained  and  crowded ;  and  the  numbers  irregular  and 
harlh  *•  How  then  fhall  we  account  for  the  fuddcn 
change  of  Sir  William's  fentiments  towards  him  ?  Ifi 
could  not  be  on  account  of  his  progrefs  in  literature, 
for  he  bad  not  had  time  enough  to  ftand  highly  in  the 
opinion  of  fo  diftinguifhed  afcholar  as  Sir  William  was, 
on  that  fcore.  And  indeed,  with  all  his  afRduity,  it  is 
probable  that  h-e  had  not  then  fo  far  recovered  loft  time, 
as  to  be  mafter  of  the  learning  which  his  ftanding  re- 
quired. The  moft  probable  conjedure  is,  that  Swifc 
had,  at  his  leifure,  revifed  and  correfted  his  Tale  of  a 
Tub,  which  was  iketched  out  by  him  in  the  College, 
as  was  before  mentioned,  and  now  firft  fhewed  it  to  Sir 
William.  A  work,  bearing  fuch  a  ftamp  of  original 
genius,  muft,  in  a  man  of  Sir  William  Temple's  de- 
licate tafte,  and  nice  difcernment,  have  at  once  raifed 
the  author  into  a  high  place  in  his  efteem,  and  made 
him  look  upon  him  afterwards  with  very  different  eyes. 
Accordingly  we  find  that,  about  this  period,  he  trufted 
him  with  matters  of  great  importance.  He  introduced 
him  to  King  William,  and  fuffered  him  to  be  prefent 
at  fome  of  their  conferences  f.     H^  employed  him  in 

a  com- 

•  Two  of  thefe  Odes,  as  being  the  firft  that  have  appeared  of  his 
poetical  writings,  are  placed,  on  that  account  only,  at  the  head  of  the 
£rll  volume  of  his  poems. 

t  Sir  William  had  been  AmbafTador  and  Mediator  of  a  general 
peace  at  Nimeguen  before  the  Revolution.  In  this  charader  he  con- 
traded  a  clofe  intimacy  with  the  Prince  of  Orange  ;  who,  after  he  had 
afcendcd  the  Englilh  throne,  frequently  vifited  him  at  Shene>  and  took 

his. 
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a  commiflioa  of  confequence  to  the  King,  when  he 
was  unable  to  attend  him  himfelf,  which  required  dex* 
terity,  and  knowledge  in  the  Hiftory  of  England. 
And  above  all,  he  confult^d  him  conlUntly,  and  epi^ 
ployed  him  in  the  revifal  and  correction  of  his  own 
works. 

In  this  fituation  Swift  continued,  (till  applying  clofely 
to  his  ftudics  till  the  year  1692,  when  he  went  to  Ox- 
ford in  order  to  take  his  Mailer's  degree;  to  which  he 
w^s  admitted  on  the  5th  of  July  1692. 

From  his  delaying  fo  long  to  take  this  degree,  it  may 
be  concluded  that  Swift  was  determined  to  prepare 
faimfelf  for  it  in  fuch  a  way,  as  might  do  him  credit  in 
the  eyes  of  the  UniverGty,  in  order  to  wipe  off  the  dif- 
grace  of  the  former.  And  we  may  judge  tha^  his  pro- 
grefs  in  academick  ftudies  had  been  very  fmall,  when 
it  required  four  years  application  before  he  thought 
himfelf  qualified  to  appear  at  Oxford  with  that  view. 
Nor  can  there  be  any  other  reafon  adlgned  for  his  not 
having  done  it  fooner,  as  he  was  of  fufiicient  (landing 
to  have  applied  for  his  Matter's  degree  in  the  firft  year 
of  his  relidence  at  Moor-Park.  From  the  fatisfaftion 
he  exprefles  at  the  behaviour  of  the  Univerfity  of  Ox- 
ford, and  the  civilities  he  met  with  there,  it  is  probable 
that  he  was  not  undittinguifhed  as  a  fcholar  ^  and  that 
he  found  the  fird  end  he  propofcd  by  his  ftudics,  fully 
anfwered. 

his  advice  in  affairs  of  the  utmofl  importance.  Sir  William  being  then 
lame  of  the  gout,  fubflituted  Swift  to  attend  his  Majefly  in  his  walks 
round  the  gardens ;  who  admitted  him  to  fuch  familiarity,  that  he 
ihewed  him  how  to  cut  afparagus  in  the  Dutch  fafhion ;  and  once 
offered  to  make  him  a  Captain  of  Horfe.  But  Swift  appears  to  have 
fixed  his  mind  very  early  on  an  ecclefiailical  life ;  and  it  is  therefore 
probable  that  upon  declining  this  offer,  he  obtained  a  promife  of 
preferment  in  the  Church ;  for^  in  a  letter  to  his  uncle  William,  dated 
1692,  he  fays^-^*<  I  am  i}Ot  to  take  orders  'till  the  King  gives  me  4 
Prpb.<?nd." 

From 
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From  Oxford  he  paid  a  vifit  to  his  mother,  and  thcii 
xeturned  to  Moor-Park,    Not  with  a  dcfign  of  continu- 
ing there,  for  he  now  wanted  to  enter  into  the  world, 
but  in  expeftation  of  getting  fooie  preferment  by  means 
of  Sir  William's  intereft  with  the  King,  which  he  had 
promifed  to  exert  in  his  behalf,  and  had  already  indeed 
obtained  an  affurancc  of  that  fprt  from  his  Majefty* 
But  Swift  at  this  time  entertained  fome  fufpicion,  that 
Sir  William  was  not  /o  forward  on  the  occafion  as  bif 
^ould'wijh  i  and  the  rcafon  he  afligned  for  it  was,  that 
Sir  William  was  apprehenfive  Swift  would  leave  bim^ 
^nd  upon  Jcme  accounts y  be  thought  him  a  little  ,necejfarj 
to  bim  *•     Swift  was  indeed  by  this  time  becom^  very 
ncceflary  to  a  man  in  the  decline  of  life,  generally  in  an 
ill  ftate  of  health,  and  often  tortured  with  the  moft  ca^- 
cruciating  diforders.     Thelofs  of  fuch  a  companion  as 
Swift,  after  fuch  a  long  domcftic  intimacy,  would  have 
been  like  the  lofs  of  a  limb.     Bcfides,  as  he  fecms  tp 
have  had  nothing  fo  much  at  heart  in  the  latter  part  of 
his  life,  as  the  leaving  behind  him  a  corrected  copy  of 
all  his  writings,  done  under  his  own   infpedtion,  he 
coqld  not  bear  the  thought  that  Swift  ihould  leave  hio^, 
till  that  point  was  accomplilhed.     He  had  already  ex- 
perienced the  ufe  that  he  was  of  to  him  in  that  refpefi:, 
and  knew  that  his  place  was  not  eafily  to  be  fupplied. 
And  his  ill  ftate  of  heaUh  occaGoned  the  work  to  ad^ 
vance  but  flowly,  as  it  was  only  during  the  more  luci4 
intervals  he  applied  to  it.     On  thefe  accounts,  Sir  Wil- 
liam was  in  no  hafte  to  procure  any  preferment  for  his 
young  friend,  to  the  great  mortiBcation  of  Swift.     Ifi 
this  uneafy  ftate  he  continued  at  Moor-Park  two  years 
longer,  and  then,  quite  wearied  out  with  fruitlefs  ex- 
pectation, he  determined  at  all  events  to  leave  Sir  Wil* 

•  Thus  Swift  cxprcflbs  himfelf  in  a  letter  to  his  uncle  William, 
4ated  Moor-Pajk,  November  29,  1602. 

I  liam^ 
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liam,  and  take  his  chance  in  the  world  *.  When  thiS 
his  refolution  was  made  known  to  Sir  William,  he  re-^ 
ceived  it  with  evident  marks  of  difpleafure ;  but  that 
he  might  feem  to  fulfil  his  promife  to  Swift,  of  ma- 
king fome  proviGon  for  him,  he  coldly  told  him,  that 
fince  he  was  fo  impatient,  it  was  not  at  that  time  ia 
his  power  to  do  any  thing  more  for  him,  than  to  give 
him  an  employment,  then  vacant  in  the  office  of  the 
Rolls  in  Ireland,  to  the  value  of  fomewhat  more  than 
a  hundred  pounds  a  year.  Swifc  immediately  replied, 
"That,  fince  he  had  now  an  opportunity  of  living, 
without  being  driven  into  the  Church  for  a  mainte- 
nance, he  was  refolved  to  go  to  Ireland  to  take  Holy 
Orders."  To  comprehend  the  full  force  of  this  reply, 
it  will  be  neceflary  to  know  that  Sir  William  was  well 
acquainted  with  Swift's  intention  of  going  into  the 
Church,  from  which  he  had  been  hitherto  reftrained 
only  by  a  fcruple  of  appearing  to  enter  upon  that 
holy  office,  rather  from  motives  of  neceffity,  than 
choice.  He  therefore  faw  through  Sir  William's  de- 
fign,  in  making  him  the  offer  of  an  employment  which^ 
he  was  fure  would  not  be  accepted  by  Swift.  With 
great  readinefs  and  fpirit  therefore,  he  made  ufe  of 
this  circumftance,  at  once  to  Ihew  a  proper  refentmenrt 
of  the  indelicacy  of  Sir  William's  behaviour  towards 
him  ;  and  to  affign  an  unanfwerable  motive  for  imme- 
diately carrying  his  long  formed  refolution  into  aft. 
Their  parting  on  this  occafion  was  not  without  manifefl: 
difpleafure  on  the  fide  of  Sir  William,  and  fome  degree 
of  refentment,  not  ill-founded,  on  the  part  of  Swift. 

He  procured  a  recommendation  to  Lord  Capel,  then 
Lord  Deputy  of  Ireland,  from  whom  *is  uncertain, 
but  it  may  be  prefumcd,  from  the  fmallnefs  of  the  pro- 

•  See  his  account  of  this,   in  his  letter  to  his  coufm  Deane  Swift,, 
dated  June  3,  16^^. 

vifion 


DOCTOR    SWIFT.  17 

vilion  made  for  him  in  confequence  of  it,  that  it  was 
not  a  powerful  one  5   and  therefore,  that  Sir  William 
Temple  had  no  Ihare  in  it.     He  went  over  to  Ireland, 
and  was  ordained  in  September  1694,  being  then  almoft 
ay  years  old.     Soon  after  this.  Lord   Capel  gave  him 
the  prebend  of  Kilroot  in  the  diocefe  of  Connor,  worth 
about  100  pounds  a  year.     To  this  place  Swift  imme-  ' 
diately  repaired,  in  order  to  refide  there,  and  difchargc 
the  duties  of  his  office.     He  now  for  the  firft  time  en- 
joyed the   fweets  of  independence  5    but  thefe  fwcets 
were  not  of  long  duration,    as  he   foon   faw  that  the 
fceneof  his  independence  could  not  pofTibly  afford  him 
any  other  fatisfaftion  in  life.     He  found  himfclf  fituatcd 
in  an  obfcure  corner  of  an  obfcure  country,  ill  accom- 
modated with    the.  conveniencies  of  life,    without  a 
friend,  a  companion,  or  any  converfation  that  he  could 
relifli.     What  a  contraft  was  this  to  the  ddio-htful  fcenc 
.at  Moor-Park!     replete    with  all    the    beauties,    and. 
adorned  with  every  elegance,  that   could  charm   the 
fenfes,  or  captivate  the  fancy  ^    and  where    the  mind 
had  a  continual  feaft  of  the  moft  rational   and  refined 
fconverfation.     But  ftill  the  fpirit  of  Swift  fo  far  prized 
liberty  above  all  other  bleffings  in  life,  that  had  he  had 
no  other  alternative,  he  would  certainly  have  preferred  ^ 
that  uncomfortable  fituation  to  any  ftate  of  dependance. 
But  he  now  began  to  feel  his  own  ftrength.  and,  con- 
fcious  of  -his   powers,  could   not  conceive  they  were 
meant  for  fo  narrow  a  fphere  as  that  of  a  fmall  country 
living.     He  felt  an  irrefiftible  impulfc  once  more  to 
launch  into  the  world,  and  make  his  way  to  a  ftation 
more  fuited  to  his  dilpofition.     In  tjiis  temper  of  mind 
he  received  accounts  from  his  friends,  that  Sir  William 
Tfemple's  ill-founded  refentmcnt  had  fubfided  foon  after 
his  departure,  and  that  he  was  often  heard  to  lament 
the  lofs  of  his  company.     Soon  after,  upon  receiving 

C     .  a  kind 
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a  kind  letter  from  Sir  William  himfelf,  with  an  invita- 
tion to  Moor-Park,  his  refolution  was  at  once  fixc(J. 
He  determined  upon  returning  to  England,  but  firft  rc- 
folved  to  refign  his  living.     As  there  were  fome  fingu- 
lar  circumftances  attending  this  refignation,  I  (hall  re- 
late them  exaftly  as  I  received  them  from  a  Gentlemaii 
of  veracity,    who  declared  he  had  the  account  from 
Swift  himfelf.     He  faid,  that  foon  after  he  had  come 
to  this  determination,  he  was  taking  his  cuftomary  walk, 
and  met  an  elderly  clergyman  riding  along  the  road. 
After  the  ufual  falutation,  he  fell  into  difcourfe  with 
him ;  and  was  fo  pleafed  with  what  pafled  between 
them,  that  he  invited  him  to  dinner,  and  eafily  pre- 
vailed on  him  to  be  his  gueft  for  a  day  or  two.     During 
this  time  Swift  found  that  he  was  a  man  of  great  fim- 
plicity  of  manners,    good  fenfe,    fome  learning,   and 
unafFefted  piety :    and,  upon   enquiring   into  his  cir- 
cumftances,  learned,    that  he  had  only  a  curacy  of 
forty  pounds  a  year,  for  the  maintenance  of  a  wife  and 
eight  children.     Swift  lamented  his  fituation,  and  told 
him  that  he  had  fome  intereft  which  he  would  exert  in 
his  behalf,  and  endeavour  to  procure  him  a  living,  if  he 
v/ould  only  lend  him  his  black  mare  to  carry  him  to 
Dublin  i  for  Swift  was  not  at  that  time  pofleflfcd  of  a 
horfc.     The  clergyman   readily  confented,  and  went 
home  on  foot ;  promifing  to  meet  him  at  any  time  he 
fhould  appoint  on  his  return.     Swift  went  to  town,  and 
reprefented  the  poor  curate's  cafe  to  his  patron  in  fuch 
ftrong  terms,  as  foon  prevailed  on  him  to  confent  that 
Swift's  living  (hould,  upon  his  refignation,  which  was 
propofed  at  the  fame  time,  be  made  over  to  him.     Nor 
was  this  a  difficult  point  to  accomplilh,  as,  befide  mo- 
tives of  humanity,  it  was  for  the  intereft  of  the  patron 
to  accept  of  an  old  incumbent  of  near  fixty  years  of 
age,    in  the  room  of  a  young  one  of  twcnty-feven. 

Swift 
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S^ift,  having  difpatched  this  bufinefs,  returned  as  foon 
as  poflible  to  the  country,  and  gave  notice  to  the  old 
clergyman  to  meet  him.  He  found  him  at  his  door  on 
his  arrival,  and  immediately  upon  their  going  into  the 
parlour  put  the  prcfentation  into  his  hand,  defiringhim 
to  read  it.  Swift  faid,  that  while  he  was  doing  fo,  he 
kept  his  eyes  fteadily  fixed  on  the  old  man's  face,  in 
which  the  joy  of  finding  that  it  was  a  prcfentation  to  a. 
living,  was  vifibly  exprefled  :  but  when  he  came  to  that 
part  of  the  writing  which  mentioned  the  name  of  the 
living,  and  found  that  it  was  Swift's  own  which  he  had 
refigned  in  his  favour,  he  looked  at  him  for  feme  time 
in  filcnce,  with  fuch  a  mixed  emotion  of  aftonilhment 
ftnd  gratitude  in  his  countenance,  as  prefented  to  Swift 
one  of  the  moft  ftriking  piftures  of  the  mind  exprefled 
in  the  face,  he  had  ever  feen  ;  and  he  faid  that  he  never 
before  had  felt  fuch  cxquifitc  pkafure  of  mind  as  he 
did  in  that  hour.  Nor  is  this  to  be  wondered  at,  frnce 
it  was  the  ftrft  opportunity  he  ever  had  of  letting  loofc 
that  fpirit  of  gencrofity  and  benevdience,  whofe  great- 
nefs  and  vigour,  when  pent  up  in  his  own  breaft  by  po- 
verty and  dependartce,  fcrved  only  as  an  evil  fpjrit  to 
torment  him.  And  when  we  confidcr  the  nature  of  this 
a£i:ion  in  all  its  cifcumftances,  that  the  objeft  of  it  was 
the  worthy  father  of  a  numerous  family,  for  whom  it 
was  impofliblc  he  could  make  any.  pro vifion  from  fo 
poor  an  income  as  he  then  pofleflTed ;  that  the  motive  to 
it  was  pure  difinterefted  benevolence,  without  any  alloy, 
as  the  man  was  a  ftranger  to  him,  and  therefore  there 
could  be  no  incentive  to  it  from  ties  of  blood  or  friend- 
Ihip ;  that  the  gift  was  fuch  as  would  brighten  the  latter 
days  of  a  welUfpent  life,  though  hitherto  clouded  with 
indigence,  and  make  a  whole  family  happy  5  and  laftly, 
that  this  gift  was  not  like  that  of  a  wealthy  man,  who 
might  cafily  fpare  ic  without  feeling  the  lofs,  but  the 

C  2  whole 


20  THELIFEOP 

whole  vifible  income  Swift  poflefled  for  prefent  and'fil* 
ture  fupport,  the  fole  means  in  his  power  of  prefcrvinrg 
that  independence  which  he  had  fo  long  fighed  for,  and 
at  laft  with  difficulty  obtained  :  it  is  no  wonder,  I  fay, 
all  thefe  circumftances,  confidered,  that  the  great  mind 
of  Swift  fliould  have  exukcd  in  fo  glorious  an  oppor- 
tunity of  paying  off  at  once  the  large  debt  which,  from 
the  narrownefs  of  his  circumftances,  he  had  been  con-* 
trading  all  his  life,  to  benevolence. 

After  feeing  his  fucceffor  eftablifhed  in  the  living,  he 
foon  fettled  his  affairs,  and  fet  out  for  Dublin,  in  his 
way  to  England.  The  old  man,  before  his  departure, 
preffed  him  to  accept  of  his  black  mare,  which  was  the 
,  moft  valuable  of  his  poffeffions,  as  a  fmall  token  of  his 
gratitude  5  and  Swift  was  too  well  acquainted  with  the 
fenfi.bility  of  a  generous  heart,  under  obligations,  to 
hurt  him  by  a  refufal. 

With  about  fourfcore  pounds  in  his  pocket,  which  by 
his  own  account  was  all  his  worldly  wealth  at  that  time. 
Swift  once  more  embarked  for  England,  and  arrived  at 
Moor- Park  in  the  year  1695,  after  fomewhat  more  than 
a  year's  abfence. 

To  all  appearance  he  had  but  little  bettered  his  con* 
dition  by  his  journey  to  Ireland.  He  was  now  returned 
to  the  fame  ftate  of  dependance,  which  had  before  pro- 
ved fo  irkfome  to  him,  that  he  determined  to  break 
away  from  it,  at  all  hazards.  But  there  were  feveral 
circumftances  which  contributed  to  make  his  prefent 
ftate,  though  ft  ill  dependant,  of  a  very  different  nature 
from  the  former.  In  the  firft  place,  his  fituation  now 
was  not  the  effeft  of  neceflity  or  conftraint,  but  the 
objeft  of  his  choice.  In  the  next,  he  was  highly  gra- 
tified with  an  opportunity  of  fhewing  his  regard  and  atr 
tachment  to  Sir  William,  by  returning  voluntarily  to 
him,  whcn.itj|vas  in  his  power  to  have  lived  independ- 
ently. 
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entiy,  though  he  fcorncd  to  be  compelled  into  it  from 
motives  of  ncceflity.  Then,  by  fo  readily  complying 
with  Sir  William's  requeft,  and  giving  up  all  his  vifiblc 
fupport  in  order  to  do  fo,  he  had  laid  him  under  fuch 
an  obligation  as  entitled  him  to  all  future  favours, 
which  might  be  in  his  power  to  beftow.  Accordingly 
we  find,  that  Swift's  mind  being  now  perfcftly  at  eafe, 
and  Sir  William  confidering  his  return,  with  all  its  cir- 
fcumil$nces,  in  the  moft  obliging  light,  thele  two  great 
roen  lived  together  to  the  time  of  Sir  William's  death, 
in  the  mofl  perfeft  harmony,  and  with  marks  of  mutual 
confidence  and  cfteem.  Nor  do  we  find  during  that 
ipace,  which  was  almoft  four  years,  that  Swift  was  at 
all  prefling  on  the  fcorc  of  preferment  promifcd  him  j 
which,  had  he  been  fo,  he  would  certainly  have  ob« 
tained ;  but,  from  a  true  generofity  of  mind,  he  feem- 
cd  determined  to  ftay  with  his  friend,  in  order  to  cheer 
his  latter  days,  which  were  embittered* by  illhipfs  and 
pain,  and  required  fuch  a  cordial  to  make  life  fupport- 
able  5  and  to  lay  afide  all  views  with  regard  to  himfclf, 
till  his  friend's  death  (hould  releafe  him  from  the  Ipene- 
volent  tafk,  and  leave  him  at  liberty  to  purfue  his  pwi:^ 
jntereft. 

During  this  fps^ce  Swift's  time  was  fully  and  ufcfuUy 
employed.  He  devoted  eight  hours  a  day,  as  before, 
to  the  profecution  of  his  *  ftudies.  His  funftion  as 
a  clergyman  was  confined  tp  a  private  family,  but  he 
was  regular  in  the  difcharge  of  it,  having  dated  times 
in  the  nniorning  and  evcnipg  for  their  meeting  together 
^t  prayers.  He  took  upon  himfelf  the  office  of.  pre- 
ceptor to  a  ypung  Lady^  niece  to  Sir  William  Temple, 

refiding 

♦  As  many  may  be  curious  to  know  of  what  nature  his  ftudies  were, 
^hf  following  account  of  the  books  which  he  read  in  one  year,  prc- 
fffve4  ii\  his  9wn  hand-writing,  may  a^or4  fome  f^ti^fi^^lign. 
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rcfiding  in  his  houfe,  teaching  her  Englilh,  and  dircft* 
}ng  her  in  a  proper  courfc  of  reading.  At  the  fame 
time  Mifs  Johnfon,  afterwards  fo  ivtU  known  by  the 
name  of  Stella,  was  ^  fellow  ftudent  with  the  other 
young  Lady,  and  partook  of  the  benefit  of  the  famn 
inftruftion.  Mifs  Johnfon  was  daughter  to  Sir  WillUrrt 
Temple's  Reward,  and  was  at  that  time  about  fourteen 
years  of  age  -,  beautiful  in  her  perfon,  and  poflTeffed  of 
fuch  Bne  talents,  as  made  Swift  take  gr^at  delight  ih 
cultivating  and  forming  her  mind.  At  this  time  tod 
he  writ  his  famous  Digreflions  to  be  found  in  the  Talfe 
of  a  Tub  J  and  the  Battle  of  the  Books,  in  honour  of 
his  great  and  learned  friend. 

In  the  year  1699,  Sir  William  Temple  died,  leaving 
Swift  a  legacy,  and  the  care,  truft,  and  advantage,  of 
publiftiing  his  pofthumous  writings.  As  he  had  alf6 
obtained  a  prqmif^  from  King  Williani,  that  he  would 
give  Swift  a  prebend,  either  of  Canterbury  or  Weft- 
piinfter,  he  thought  hp  had  made  a  fufficient  return  fpf 
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all  his  merits  towards  him,  and  that  he  left  him  in  the 
high  road  to  preferment  *• 

Before  we  accompany  Swift  into  the  world,  let  us  re- 
view the  manner  of  his  paffing  his  life,  from  the  time 
that  we  flopped  to  furvey  him  on  his  way  to  Leiccftcr, 
when,  forlorn  and  hopelefs  as  his  condition  was,  the 
unieen  hand  of  Providence  was  guiding  him  to  the 
means  of  all  his  future  greatnefs,  in  placing  him  under 
the  hofpitablcroof  of  Sir  William  Temple.  However 
jbounteous  nature  had  been,  in  bellowing  on  Swift  ex- 
traordinary talents,  yet  were  they  of  fuch  a  kind,  as  re- 
quired much  time  and  application  to  bring  them  to  per- 
fe£tion,  and  fit  them  to  anfwer  their  deftined  ends. 
He  had  mi0ed  the  ufual  feafon  of  cultivating  thofi^ 
talents,  but  at  the  fame  time  he  had  efcaped  the  dan- 
ger of  their  being  perverted  and  mifapplied.  His  mind 
had  not  been  ftrait-laced  into  that  fafhionable  fhape 
which  feemed  moft  beautiful  to  the  eyes  of  pedantry, 
but  was  fufFered  to  reach  its  full  growth  according  to 
the  courfe  of  nature.  Thus  did  it  attain  an  unufual 
lizc,  vigour,  and  eafe.  He  did  not  enter  fcrioufly  up- 
on his  iludies  till  his  underftanding  was  mature;  thus 
all  that  he  read  was  to  fome  ufeful  end,  nor  was  his 
memory  charged  with  thofc  important  trifles,  about 
which  the  fcholaftic  world  is  generally  fo  bufy.  He 
read  the  dailies  at  a  time  when  he  could  penetrate  into 
their  profoundeft  depths,  and  enrich  himfelf  with  the 
fpoils  of  their  hidden  treafures ;  not  at  the  ufual  feafon 
^f  boyilhncfs,  when  the  weak  fight  can  be  regaled  only 

*  Sach  was  the  love  and  attention  which  Swift  (hewed  to  this  great' 
man,  that  in  his  laft  illnefs  he  kept  a  daily  regifler  of  the  variations 
which  appeared  in  his  conftitotion,  from  July  i,  1698,  to  the  27th  of 
the  January  foUowing ;  when  he  concludes  with  this  note,  **  He  died 
Utone  o'clock  in  themorningt  and  with  him  ail  that  was  great  and 
Cm4  ainpn£  men." 
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with  fuch  flowery  beauties  as  are  pointed  out  to  it  oil 
the  furface.  Thinking  for  himfelf  as  a  man,  he  foon 
faw  that  no  fcjence  was  fo  valuable  to  man,  as  that  of 
human  nature.  He  judged  that  the  beft  way  to  obtain 
a  genera}  knowledge  of  that,  was  from  hiftoryj  and  a 
more  particular  view  of  it,  from  ftudying  mankind. 
He  could  not  poflibly  have  been  better  fituated  than 
at  Moor-Park,  to  have  made  obfervations  on  the  higher 
and  more  refined  life  ;  and  he  ftudioufly  fought  all  op- 
portunities during  his  little  excurfions  and  journies,  to 
make  Jiinifelf  acquainted  with  low  life;  often  prefer- 
ring the  conveyance  of  waggons,  and  their  inns,  to 
thofe  of  coaches.  Scenes  "of  middling  life  muft,  of 
cogrfe,  often  fall  into  his  way  j  and  where^  to  a  bound- 
lefs  curiofity,  there  was  added  from  nature  an  uncom- 
mon penetration,  it  is  no  wonder  he  became  fuch  an 
adept  in  the  knowledge  of  man,  and  of  the  world, 
Afciencc  effentially  neccffary  to  him  to  make  that  fi'^ 
gure  which  he  afterwards  did  in  life. 

His  fituation  at  Sir  William  Temple's  was  indeed 
in  every  refped  the  happieft  that  could  have  been  cho- 
fen,  to  prepare  this  great  genius  for  the  complicated 
part  he  was  to  ad  in  the  world.^  Swift  was  to  figure 
as  a  Writer,  as  a  Politician,  as  a  Patriot.  And  where 
could  a  young  man  have  found  fuch  a  dire6tor  and 
afliflant  in  fitting  him  for  the  performance  of  thefe  fe- 
yeral  part$,  as  Sir  William  Temple ;  who  was  himfelf 
one  of  the  fineft  writers,  one  of  the  ableft  ftatefmen, 
and  the  truefl:  lover  of  his  country,  that  had  been  pro- 
duced in  that,  or  perhaps  in  any  other  age  ? 

It  was  from  the  frequent  revifal  of  that  great  man's 
work^,  under  his  own  infpedtipn,  that  Swift  acquired 
his  firft  lights  with  regard  to  propriety  and  purity  of 
ftyle,  which  he  was-  afterwards  allowed  to  carry  to  a 
grea^ter  degree  of  perfedion  than  any  Englifh  writa: 

whatfo^ 


DOCTOR    SWIFT.  25 

whatfocvcr.  The  high  opinion  he  entertained  of  Sip 
William's  Works  in  this  rcfpeft,  was  known  to  me 
from  the  following  circumftance.  When  I  was  an  un- 
dergraduate in  the  College,  he  recommended  it  to  me 
to  lay  afidc  fome  portion  of  time  every  day  for  the  ftudy 
of  Englifhi  and  when  I  alk'd  him  what  authors  he 
would  advife  me  to  read,  he  immediately  replied.  Sir 
William  Temple  j  not,  faid  he,  his  latter  Works,  writ- 
ten during  or  after  his  long  refidence  abroad,  for  his 
ftyle  became  then  fomewhat  corrupted  by  the  introduc- 
tion of  newfangled  foreign  words  and  phrafes,  which 
he  fell  into  by  converfing  and  writing  (6  much  in  fo- 
reign languages;  but  fuch  of  his  Works  as  were  writ- 
ten before  his  going  Ambaflador  to  Nimeguen.  And 
after  him,  added  he,  I  do  not  know  any  writer  in  our 
language  that  I  would  recommend  to  you  as  a  model, 
I  had  upon  this  occafion  a  fair  opportunity  of  paying 
him  a  juft  complirrrent  i  but  I  knew  his  deteftation  of 
any  thing  that  carried  the  appearance  of  flattery  with 
it,  too  well,  to  make  mention  of  his  own  Works  to 
him. 

With  refpedl  to  Politicks,  it  muft  be  allowed  that 
there  was  no  man  of  that  age  better  qualified  than  Sir 
William  Temple,  not  only  to  infl:ru6t  Swift  in  the  ge- 
neral fyftcmi  of  Politicks  purfued  in  the  feveral  States 
of  Europe,  but  likewife  to  lay  open  to  him  all  the  ar- 
cana oif  ftate,  all  the  moft  fecret  fprings  of  aftbn,  with 
regard  to  public  affairs,  both  foreign  and  domeftic, 
during  his  time;  in  which  he  himfelf  had  borne  fo 
principal  a  part :  and  with  regard  to  Patriotifm,  Sir 
William  Temple  muft  be  allowed  to  have  been  the  moft 
ihining  example  of  that  nobleft  of  virtues,  produced 
|n  that  age ;  as  he  paffed  all  the  vigorous  part  of  his  life 
in  the  moft  indefatigable  endeavours  for  the  good  of 
bi$  country,  upon  th^  moft  difintcrcfted  principles; 
*  '  '       never 
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never  having  received  any  reward,  nor  feeming  roliei«<» 
tous  about  any,  for  a  l©ng  feries  of  the  naoft  important 
fervices  rendered  to  his  King  and  Country,  often  at  his 
own  expence  j  and  at  laft  nobly  declining  the  higheft 
ftation  to  which  a  fubjeft  could  be  raifed,  when  offer- 
ed to  him,  as  it  was  at  a  time  of  life,  when  he  .found 
the  vigour  of  his  mind  fo  far  abated,  that  he  did  not: 
think  himfclf  equal  to  the  arduous  employment  of  firft 
Minifter.  And  with  refpcd  to  private  virtue,  there 
could  not  have  been  a  more  illuftrious  example  placed 
before  the  eyes  of  a  young  man,  than  that  of  an  old 
Courtier,  who  during  the  diffolutc  reign  of  CharlesIL 
had  fingly  at  Court  maintained  his  integrity  unlhakcn> 
and  his  rnorals  untainted. 

Under  the'dired^ion  of  fuch  a  tutor,  fuch  a  guide^ 
under  the  influence  of  fuch  an  example ;  how  happily 
was  the  moil  dangerous  feafon  of  life  paiTed  in  ftudious 
retirement,  far  from  the  dangers  and  temptations  of  a 
corrupt  world. 

When  we  refleft  that  Swift  was  firft  brought  up  in 
the  fchool  of  Adverfity,  (who  though  (he  be  a  fevere 
miftrefs,  yet  does  fbe  generally  make  the  beft  fcholars) 
and  that  he  was  thenqe  removed  to  another  Lyceum^ 
where  prcfided  a  fage,  in  whom  were  blended  Socratic 
wifdom,  Stoical  virtue,  and  Epicurean  elegance  j  we 
mud  allow  his  lot  to  have  been  moft  happily  caft  for 
forming  a  great  and  diftinguilhed  character  in  life. 
Nor  did  he  fail  to  anfwcr  the  high  expeAation  that 
^ight  be  raifed  of  a  young  man  endowed  by  nature 
with  uncommon  talents,  which  were  improved  to  the 
Utmoft  by  a  fingujar  felicity  of  fitqationj  into  which 
fortune  had  thrown  him. 

Let  us  now  accompany  Swift  into  the  world,  froni 

entering  into  which  he  was  happily  detained  till   his 

thiriy-firft  year.    Hi^  nmind  was  now  ftorcd  with  va?. 

*      ,  riety 
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rJcty  of  ufeful  knowledge  ;  bis  underftanding  had  arri* 
vcd  at  its  utmoft  maturity  and  ftrcngth  \  his  fancy  was 
in  its  prime  5  and  his  heart,  long  filled  with  the  nobleft 
affeAions  towards  God,  and  towards  man,  fwelled  with 
impatience  for  proper  opportunities  of  difcharging  hii 
duty  to  both.  With  fucb  abilities,  and  fuch  difpofi- 
ti<$ti$^  behold  him  now  entering  on  the  great  ftage  of 
the  world>  to  perform  the  chvaftcr  allotted  to  him 
in  the  drama  of  life,  that  of  an  able,  bold,  and  un- 
wearied champion;^  in  the  caufe  of  religion^  liberty, 
9nd  virtye, 

S  E  C  T  I  O  N    II. 

from  thu  D^atb  of  Sir  Wii,i«iam  Temple  to  the  Time  of 

ktJ  IntroduSlion  to  Lord  Oxford. 

UPON  the  death  of  Sir  William  Temple,  Swift 
immediately  removed  to  London  5  where  his  firft  care 
was  to  difcharge  the  truft  repofed  in  him,  that  of  pub- 
lifliing  a  correft  edition  of  Sir  William  Temple's  Works; 
which  he  efFefted  as  fpeedily  as  pofTible,  and  prcfented 
them  to  King  William,  with  a  fhort  Dedication  written 
by  himfelf,  as  publilher.  He  thought  he  could  not 
pay  a  more  acceptable  compliment  to  the  King,  thaa 
by  dedicating  to  him  the  pofthumous  works  of  a  man, 
for  whom,  from  his  earlieft  days,  when  Prince  of  Orange, 
he  had  profcffcd  the  higheft  fricndfhip  and  efteem  5  and 
with  whom  he  lived,  after  his  arrival  at  the  Crown  oi 
England,  on  t^e  moft  intimate  footing ;  frequently  vi- 
fiting  Sir  William  in  his  retreat,  after  he  had  found  hi$ 
endeavours  vain  to  draw  him  out  of  it,  by  the  tempting 
offer  of  making  him  his  firft  Minifter.  There  was  an- 
other reafon  too,  which  muft  have  made  the  publica- 
(JQn  of  ^ef?  works  peculiarly  acceptable  to  the  King ; 
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which  was,  that  fome  of  the  moft  important  tranfac^ 
tions  mentioned  in  thofe  writings,  were  relative  to  him- 
felf ;  and  many  perfonal  anecdotes  with  regard  to  him, 
were  now  brought  to  light,  which  could  have  been^dif- 
plofed  by  no  one  but  Sir  William>  and  which  put  the 
cliarafter  of  that  truly  heroic  Prince  in  a  high  point  of 
view.  On  thcfe  accounts  Swift  thought  that  fuch  a  jle-' 
dication  was  not  only  the  poli;eft  method  of  reminding 
jhe  I^ing  of  his  promjfe  made  to  Sir  William. Temple 
in  his  behalf,  but  the  likelieft  mean^  of  having  it  fpec- 
dily  carried  into  execution.  However,  as  he  did  not 
find  the  event  anfwer  hjs  expedtation,  he  applied  to  that 
Monarch  by  memoriaJ, 

But  ^fter  waiting  fbme  lime,  he  found  that  his  nie^ 
morial  h;id  produced  no  better  efFeft  than  his  dedica- 
tion. He  therefore  readily  accepted  of  an  offer  made 
to  him  by  Lord  Berkeley,  then  appointed  one  of  the 
Lqrds  Juftices  of  Irelapd^  to  attend  hini  to  th^t  king- 
jdom,  in  the  double  capacity  of  Chaplain,  and  private 
pecretafv, 

This  total  negleft  of  his  promife,  made  in  confe-st 
quence  of  a  laft,  and  it  may  be  called  a  dying  requeft, 
pf  his  particular  friend,  feems  to  bear  not  a  little  hard 
on  the  charafter  of  King  \Villi4m.  But  it  is  tq  be  obb 
ferved  that  Swift  wa§  the  moft  unfit  man  in  the  world 
to  fpjicit  a  point  of  that  fprt  in  due  form,  without  which 
nothing  is  \o  be  dpne  at  Cour^.  He  thought  that  his 
fliewing  himfelf  fhere,  or  a^  rr^oft  tjie  dedication  of  Sif 
William's  Works,  was  all  tl^at  was  neceffary  to  bp  don? 
on  hi$  part.  And  with  regard  to  the  memorial,  he 
himfelf  exonerated  King  William  fo  far,  as  to  fay  often 
that  he  believed  it  never  was  received.  For  he  put^it 
|nto  the  hancjs  of  a  certain  Nobleman,  who  profeffed 
great  regard  to  him,  and  ofi^ered  to  prefent  it  to  the 
l^ing,  ^nd  ftcprid  it  >vith  ^11  hi3  mi^ht^  but  Swift  ha4 

^ftcrwa^'d^ 
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ifcierwafds  rcafon  to  believe  that  he  had  funk  it,  and 
faid  not  a  word  of  the  matter- 
Swift  aftcd  as  Secretary  to  Lord  Berkeley,  till  they 
arrived  at  Dablin  ;  when  he  was  fupplantcd  in  that  of- 
fice by  one  Bufli,  who  had  by  fome  means  ingratiated 
himfelf  with  my  Lord;  and  reprcfcnting  the  office  of 
Secretary  as  an  improper  one  for  a  Clergyman,  he  was 
appointed  in  Swift's  room.     Lord  Berkeley  making  the 
beft  apology  to  him  that  he  could,   and  at  the  fame 
time  promifing  to  make  him  amends,  by  bellowing  on 
him  the  firft  good  church  preferment  that  Ihould  fall 
in  his  gift.     Swift  was  not  a  nian  to  be  treated  in  this 
manner  with  impunity.     Accordingly,    he  gave  free 
fcope  to  his  refentment,   in  a  fcverc  copy  of  verfes, 
which  placed  the  Governor  and  his  new-made  Secretary 
in  a  moft  ridiculous  point  of  light,  and  which  was  every 
where  handed  about  to   their  no  fmall   mortification. 
Soon  after  this  the  rich  Deanery  of  Dcrry  became  va- 
cant, and  as  it  was  the  Earl  of  Berkeley's  turn  to  pre- 
fcnt  to  it.  Swift  applied  to  him  for  it  upon  the  ftrength 
of  his  promife.     Lord  Berkeley  faid,    that  Bufh  had 
been  before-hand  with  him,  and  had  got  the  promife 
of  it  for  another.     Upon  feeing  Swift's  indignation  rife 
at  this,  my  Lord,  who  began  to  be  in  no  fmall  fear  of 
him,  faid  that  the  matter  might  flill   be  fettled  if  he 
would  talk  with  Bu(h.     Swift  immediately  found  out 
the  Secretary,  who  very  frankly  told  him  that  he  was 
to  get  a  thoufand  pound  for  it,  and   if  he  would  lay 
down  the  money,  he  Ihould  have  the  preference.     To 
which  Swift,  enraged  to  the  utmoft  degree,  at  an  offer 
which  he  confidercd  as  the  higheft  infult,  and  done  evi- 
dently with  Lord  Berkeley's  participation,  made  no 
other  anfwer  but  this ;    **  God  confound  you  both  for  a 
couple  of  fcoundrels.'*     With  thefe  words  he  imme- 
diately quitted  the  roonij  and  turned  his  back  on  the 
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CaftlCi  determined  to  appear  there  no.  more.  Blit 
Lord  Berkeley  was  too  confcious  of  the  ill  treatnneht  he 
had  given  him,  and  too  fearful  of  the  refentment  of 
an  exafperated  genius,  not  to  endeavour  to  pacify  him^ 
He  therefore  immediately  prefented  him  with  the  rec* 
tory  of  Agher,  and  the  vicarages  of  Laracor  and  Rath-* 
beggan,  then  vacant  in  the  diocefc  of  Meath.  Though 
thefe  livings  united  did  not  make  up  a  third  of  the 
Deanery  in  value,  and  though  from  the  large  promifes 
which  had  been  made  him,  he  had  reafon  to  expe£): 
much  greater  preferment,  yet,  confidering  the  fpcci- 
mens  already  given  of  the  performance  of  thofe  pro^ 
mifcs.  Swift  thought  it  moft  prudent  to  accept  of  thofe 
livings,  dropping  all  future  cxpeftations  from  that 
quarter.  Nor  did  he  afterwards  eftrange  himfelf  from 
Lord  Berkeley's  family,  but  continued  ftill  in  his  of- 
fice of  Chaplain  j  to  which  he  feems  to  have  been 
chiefly  induced,  from  the  great  honour  and  refpeft 
which  he  had  for  his  excellent  Lady :  whofc  virtues  he 
has  celebrated  in  fo  mafterly  a  manner,  in  the  Introduc- 
tion to  the  Project  for  the  Advanccmenfbf  Religion. 

From  this  behaviour  to  Lord  Berkeley,  wc  may 
judge  how  little  Swift  was  qualified  to  rife  at  Court,  in 
the  ufual  way  of  obtaining  preferment;  and  we  may 
cftimate  the  greatnefs  of  his  fpirit,  by  the  degree  of 
refentment  fliewn  to  the  man,  in  confcquence  of  iU 
treatment,  upon  whom  all  his  hopes  of  preferment  then 
refted. 

It  was  at  this  time  that  Swift's  true  humourous  vein 
in  poetry  began  to  difplay  itfelf,  in  feveral  little  pieces, 
written  for  the  private  entertainment  of  Lord  Berkeley's 
family  i  among  which  was  that  incomparable  piece  of 
low  humour,,  called  The  humble  Petition  of  Mrs.  Fraa*^ 
ces  Harris,  fcfr. 

When 
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When  Lord  Berkeley  quitted  the  government  of 
Ireland,  Swift  went  to  refide  on  his  living  at  Laracorj 
where  he  lived  for  fomc  time  in  the  conftant  and  flrrift 
difcharge  of  his  duty. 

It  was  about  this  time  that  Mrs.  Johnfon  (the  after- 
wards celebrated  Stella)  arrived  in  Ireland,  accompa- 
nied  by  another  Lady  of  the  name  of  Dingley,  who 
was  related  to  the  family  of  the  Temples.  Sir  Wil- 
liam Temple  had  bequeathed  to  Mrs.  Johnfon  a  le- 
gacy of  a  thoufand  pounds,  in  confideration  of  her  fa- 
ther's faithful  fervices,  and  her  own  rifing  merits. 
After  Sir  William's  death,  flie  lived  for  fome  time  with 
Mrs.  Dingley,  a  lady  who  had  but  a  fmall  annuity  to 
fupport  her.  In  this  fituation  Swift  advifcd  his  lovely 
pupil  to  fettle  in  Ireland,  as  the  interea  of  money  was 
at  that  time  ten  per  cent,  in  that  kingdom ;  and  con- 
fidering  the  cheapnefs  of  provifions,  her  income  there 
would  afford  her  a  genteel  fupport,  inftead  of  a  mere 
fubfiftence  in  England;  for  the  fame  reafon  alfo  he  re- 
conimendcd  it  to  Mrs.  Dingley  to  accompany  her. 
This  propofal  was  very  agreeable  to  both  the  ladies. 
To  the  latter,  as  (he  had  fcarce  a  fuificient  income  to 
fubfift  on  in  England,  though  managed  with  the  utmoft 
frugality  j  to  the  former,  that  fhe  might  be  near  her 
tutor,  whofe  leffons,  however  they  might  dwell  on  her 
memory,  had  funk  ftill  deeper  into  her  heart.  Thofe 
ladies,  foon  after  their  arrival,  took  a  lodging  at  Trim, 
a  village  near  Laracor,  which  was  the  place  of  Swift's 
refidcnce.  The  convcrfation  of  this  amiable  woman, 
who,  by  his  own  account,  had  the  moft  and  fineft  ac- 
complilhments  of  any  perfon  he  had  ever  known  of  ci- 
ther  fex,  contributed  not  a  little  to  fweeten  his  retire- 
ment, which  otherwife  muft  foon  have  become  burden- 
fome  to  fo  aftive  a  fpirit.  But  though  Stella's  beauty 
was  at  that  time  arrayed  in  all  the  pride  of  blooming 
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eighteen,  yet  it  is  certain  that  he  never  dropped  thtf 
leaft  hint  that  might  induce  her  to  cdnfider  him  in  the 
light  of  a  lover.  In  his  whole  deportment  he  ftill 
maintained  the  charafter  of  a  tutor^  a  guardian,  and  a 
friend  \  but  he  fo  ftudioufly  avoided  the  appearance  of 
any  other  attachment  to*  her,  that  he  never  faw,  or  con- 
verfed  with  her,  but  in  the  prefence  of  fome  third  per- 
fon.  The  truth  is,  that  Swifr,  at  that  time,  knew  not 
what  the  paiTion  of  love  was  \  his  fondnefs  for  Stella  was 
only  that  of  an  affeftionate  parent  to  a  favourite  child  5 
and  he  had  long  entertained  a  diflike  to  matrimony* 
He  fcems  to  have  been  under  the  dominion  of  a  ftill 
more  powerful  paflion,  that  of  ambition :  a  paffion 
which,  from  his  boyifli  days,  had  taken  ftrong  hold, of 
hi$  mind,  and  never  afterwards  forfook  him,  till  all 
hopes  of  its  being  farther  gratified  had  failed. 

Urged  Ijy  this   rcftlefs  fpirir,    he  every  year  paid  a 
vifit  to  England,  abfenting  himfelf  for  fome  months 
from  the  duties  of  his  parilh,  and  the  charming  con- 
verfacion  of  the  amiable  Stella,    in  hopes  of  finding 
fome  favourable  opportunity  of  diftinguiChing  himfelfi 
and  pulhing  his  fortune  in  the  world.     His  firft  vifit  ta 
London,  fiom  the  time  he  had  taken  polTeffion  of  his 
living,  was  in  the  year  1701.     At  which  time  he  found 
the  publick  in  a  ferment,  occafioned  by  the  impeach- 
ment of  the  Earls  of  Portland  and  Orford,  Lord  So- 
mers,  and  Lord  Hallifax,  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 
Upon  this  occafion  Swift  wrote  and  publifhed  his  firft 
political  traft,  entitled,    A  Difcourfe  of  the  Contefts 
and  DiflTentions  in  Athens  and  Rome.     In  which  he  dif- 
played  great  knowledge  in  ancient  hiftory,  as  well  as 
.Ikill  in  the  Englifli  conftitution,  and  the  ftate  of  par- 
ties.   The  author  of  this  piece  concealed  his  name  with 
the  greateft  precaution,  nor  was  he  at  that  time  perfo- 
nally  known  to  any  of  the  Noblcs>  in  whofc  favour  it 
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i^^tns  taiave  been  written;  idnd  indecdi  from  the  fpi* 
rit  of  the  piece  itfelf^  we  may  fee  that  Swift  was  indu-*^ 
ccd  to  write  it  from  other  motives  than  fdch  as  were 
private  and  perfonah  As  ho  one  tinderiliood  the  £hg« 
lilh  conftitutfon  better^  fo  no  One  loVed  it  more,  or 
Woald  have  gone  greater  lengths  to  prcfefve  itj  than 
Swift.  He  faw  clearly  that  the  balancej  upon  the  due 
prefervation  of  which  the  very  life  of  our  conftitotiott 
dependsi  had  been  for  fome  time  in  a  fluftuatin^  ftatej 
and  that  the  popular  fcale  was  likely  to  prepondcratei 
All  thchorrbrs  of  anarchy^  and  the^etefted  times  of  1 
Cromwelli  came  frclh  into  his  mind.  He  therefore 
thought  ic  his  duty  to  lay  before  the  piiblie  the  fatal 
confequences  of  the  encroachments  then  making  by  th9 
Commons  upon  the  other  two  branches  of  the  Legif* 
lature;  which  he  executed  in  a  moft  mafterly  mannerj 
with  great  force  of  argument,  aflifted  by  the  moft 
ftriking  examples  of  other  ftates.  in  fimilar  circum* 
ftances  i  and  at  the  fame  time  in  a  ftvle  and  method  fo 
perfpicuousi  as  to  render  the  whole  clear  to  common 
capacities^  Another  reafon  for  fuppofing  that  Swift 
wrote  this  wholly  from  a  principle  of  duty>  is^  that  the 
author  deals  throughout  in  generalsi  excepting  only  one 
oblique  compliment  to  the  four  Lords  who  were  im^* 
peached  by  the  Commonsi  which  at  the  fame  time 
fcrved  to  ftrengthen  his  general  argunrtcnti  The  truth 
is,  Swift>  at  that  time^  was  of  no  party;  he  fided  with 
the  Whigs  merely  becaufe  he  thought  the  Tories  wefe 
carrying  matters  too  far>  and  by  the  violence  of  their 
proceedings  wtrc  likely  to  overturn  that  happy  balance 
in  our  ftaicj  fo  lately  fettled  by  the  glorious  Revolu* 
tion  i  to  which  there  was  not  a  fafter  friend  in  tnglana 
than  himfelf*  However  it  is  certain  that  it  rcniained. 
for  fome  time  a  profound  fccret  to  the  worldj  Who  the 
Author  of  that  admirable  piece  was.    And  the  Brft  4ii« 
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I  covery  made  of  it,  was  by  Swift  himfelf,  upon  the  foP. 

lowing  occafion.  After  his  return  to  Ireland,  he  hap- 
pened to  fall  into  cortipanywith  Bilhop  Sheridan,  where 
this  much-talked  of  pamphlet  became  the  topic  of 
converfation.  The  Bifliop  infifted  that  it  was  written 
by  BiQiop  Burnet,  and  that  there  was  not  another  man 
living  equal  to  it.  Swift  maintained  the  contrary  ^  at 
firft  by  arguments  drawn  from  difference  of  ftyle,  manr 
ner,  (^c.  and  afterwards  upon  being  urged,  faid,  that 
to  his  certain  knowledge  it  was  not  written  by  Burnet. 
(^  Then  pray,  faid  the  Bifliop,  who  writ  it  ?  Swift  an- 
fwered,  my.Lorc),  I  writ  it.  As  this  was  the  only  in* 
ftance  in  his  life  that  Swift  was  ever  known  to  have- 
owned  diredtly  any  piece  as  his,  it  is  to  be  fuppofed 
that  the  confeffion  was  drawn  from  him  by  the  heat  of 
argument.    . 

Early  in. the  enfuing  fpring.  King 'William  died^ 
and  Swift,  on  his  next  vifit  to  London,  found  Queen 
Anne  upon  the  throne.  It  was  generally  thought,  up- 
on this  event,  that  the  Tory  party  would  have  bad  the 
afcendant  5  but,  contrary  to  all  expeftation,  the  Whigs 
had  managed  matters  fo  well,  as  to  •  get  entirely  into 
the  Queen's  confidence,  and  to  have  the  whole  admi^ 
niftration  of  affairs  in  their  hands.  Swift^'s  friends  wer6 
now  in  power,  and  the  Whigs  in  general,  knowing  him 
to  bft  the  author  of  the'  Difcourfe  on  the  Contefts,  fcfi*. 
confidered  themfelves  as  much  obliged  to  him,  and 
looked  vpon  him  as  faft  to  their  party.  The  chiefs  ac- 
cordingly applied  to  him  for  his  affiftance  in  the  mea^ 
fures  which  they  were  taking;  and  there  js  no  doubt 
that  he  had  now  a  fair  opening  for  gratifying  his  ambi- 
tion to  the  utmoft,  only  by  joining  heartily  with  them, 
and  exerting  his  talents  on  their  fide.  But  great  as  hi& 
ambition  was,  he  would  not  have  purchafed  its  higheft 
gratificationa  at  the  expence  of  his  principles  1    nor 
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Would  all  the  wealth  and  honours  of  the  realm,  acclimu- 
laced,  have  tempted  him  to  aft  contrary  ro  the  convic-^ 
tion  of  his  mind.  Upon  examining  into  their  new  po-^ 
litical  fyftem,  which  varied  in  many  points  from  that  of 
the  old  Whigs,  he  confidered  feveral  of  their  meafures 
as  of  a  dangerous  tendency  to  the  conftitiition.  NoN 
withftandin'g,  therefore,  both  his  interefts  and  perfonal 
attachments  were  of  their  fide,  he  declined  all  over- 
tures made  to  him  by  the  heads  of  the  \¥higgifh  party^ 
and  after  fome  time  determined  to  have  no  concern  iri 
their  affairs.  This  conduft  in  Swlfc  was  fo  unexpefted, 
for  they  had  all  along  counted  upon  him  as  a  fure  man, 
that  it  met  with  the  fame  fort  of  refentirient  from  tke 
Whigs,  as  if  he  had  deferted  their  party,  arid  gone 
ov.er  to  the^enemy  5  though  Swift,  in  reality,  fo  little. 
liked  the  proceedings  of  either,  that  for  feveral  years 
he  kept  himfelf  entirely  a  neutral,  without  meddling 
in  any  Ihape  in  politicks. 

The  chief  rcafon  that  made  him  decline  any  con^ 
hcftion  with  the  Whigs  at  that  time,  was,  their  open 
profelTion  of  Low-church  principles;  and  under  the 
Ipecious  name  of  toleration^  their  encouragement  of 
Fanaticks  and  Seftarifts  of  all  kinds  to  join  them» 
But  what  above  all  mod  ftiocked  him,  was,  their  invi^ 
ting  all  Deifts,  Freethinkers,  Atheifts,  Jews^  and  In- 
fidels, to' be  of  their  party,  under  pretence  of  modera- 
tion, and  allowing  a  general  liberty  of  confcience.  As 
Swift  was  in  his  heart  a  man.  of  true  rejigionj  he  could 
not  have  borne,  even  in  his  private  charafter^  to  have. 
mixed  with  fuch  a  motley  cfew*  But  when  we  confi- 
der  his  principles  in  his  political  capacity,  that  he  look- 
ed upon  the  Church  of  England,  as  by  law  eftablifhed, 
to  be  the  main  pillar  of  our  newly  erefted  confticution, 
he  could  not^  confiftently  with  the  charafter  of  a  good 
citizen^  join  with  thof^f  who  confidered  it  more  as  an 
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ornament,  than  a  fupport  to  the  edifice ;  who  could, 
therefore  look  on  with  compofu re  while  they  faw  it  un- 
dermining>  or  even  open  the  gate  to  a  blind  multitude, 
to  try,  like  Samfon,  their  ftrength  againft  it,  and  con- 
fider  it  only  as  fport.  With  fuch  a  party,  neither  his 
religious  nor  political  principles  would  fuffcrr  him  to 
Join ;  and  with  regard  to  the  Tories,  as  is  ufual  in^  the 
violence  of  faftions,  they  had  run  into  oppofite  ex- 
tremes, equally  dangerous  to  the  ftate.  He  has  fully 
given  us  his  own  fentimcnts  upon  the  ftate  of  parties  itk 
thofe times,  in  thefe  words:  "  Now,  bccaufe  it  is  a 
point  of  difficulty  to  choofc  an  exaft  middle  between 
two  ill  extremes  j  it  may  be  worth  enquiring  in  the  pre- 
fcnt  cale,  which  of  thefe  a  wife  and  good  man  would 
rather  fcem  to  avoid  :  taking  therefore  their  own  good 
and  ill  characters  of  each  other,  with  due  abatements, 
and  allowances  for  partiality  and  pafllon  i  I  (hould 
think,  that  in  order  to  preferve  the  conftitution  entire 
in  the  Church  and  State,  whoever  has  a  true  value  for 
both,  would  be  fure  to  avoid  the  extremes  of  Whig, 
for  the  fake  of  the  former  i  and  the  extremes  of  Tory, 
on  account  of  the  latter." 

This  was  ^  maxim,  which,  however  well  founded^ 
was  not  likely ^to  influence  the  opinion  of  many,  ami4 
the  violence  of  party -rages  however,  as  Swift  was 
Itt^mly  perfuaded  of  the  truth  of  it,  it  was  by  that  prin- 
ciple he  governed  his  conduft,  though  on  that  ac- 
count he  ftood  almoft  alone. 

Finding  therefore  that  he  could  be  of  no  ufe  to  the 
public  in  his  political  capacity,  while  things  remained 
in  the  iame  ftate,  be  turned  his  thoughts  wholly-  tq 
other  matters.  He  rcfided  for  the  grcateft  part  of 
the  year  at  bis  Kving,  in  the  performance  of  his  paro« 
chial  daties,.  in  which  no  one  could  be  more  exaft^ 
and  once  a  year  he  paid  a  vtfit  to  his  mother  at  Leicei^ 

ter. 
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tfcr,  paffing  fomc  time  alfo  in  London^  to  take  a  view 
tof  the  ftatc  of  things,  and  watching  fome  favourable 
crifis. 

During  this  period,  Swift's  pen  was  hardly  ever  cm- 
ployed,  except  in  writing  fermons;  and  he  does  not 
feem  to  have  indulged   himfelf  even  in  any  fallics  of 
fancy,  for  fome  years,  excepting  only  the  Meditation 
on  a  Broom-ftick,  and  the  Tritical  Eflay  on  the  Fa- 
culties of  the  Mind,    bdth   written  in  the  year  1 703, 
As  Swift  has  been  much  cenfured  fpr  writing  the  former 
of  thefe  pieces,  on  account  of  the  ridicule  contained  in 
\t  of  the  ftyle  and  manner  of  fo  great  and  pious  a  man 
as  Mr.  Boyle,  it  may  not  be  improper  here  to  relate  an 
^  anecdote  which  I  had  from  undoubtedly  good  author 
rity,  with  regard  to  the  occafion  of  writing  that  piece, 
and  which  will  in  a  great  meafure  exonerate  Swift  from 
the  charge  brought  againfl:  him  on  that  account.    In 
tTie  yearly  vifits  which  he  made  to  London,  during  his 
ftay  there,  he  paflcd  much  of  his  time  at  Lord  Bcrke* 
ley's,  officiating  as  Chaplain  to  the  family,  and  attend* 
ing  Lady  Berkeley  in  her  private  devotions.     After 
which  the  Doftor,  by  her  defire,  ufed  to  read  to  her 
fome  moral  or  rdigious  difcourfe.    The  Countefs  had 
at  this  time  t^en  a  great  liking  to  Mr.  Boyle's  Medita-^ 
tions,  ind  was  determined  to  go  through  them  in  that 
manner ;  but  as  Swift  had  by  no  means  the  fame  relifli 
for  that  kind  of  writing  which  her  Ladyfhip  had,  he 
foon  ^rew  weary  of  the  taflc ;  and  a  whim  coming  into 
fais  head,  reiblved  to  get  rid  of  it  in  a  way  which  might 
occafion  fome  fport  in  the  family ;  for  which  they  had 
as  high  a  relilh  as  himfelf.     The  next  time  he  was  em-> 
ployed  in  reading  one  of  thefe  Meditations,  he  took 

*  This  jinecdote  came  f|t>m  h^dy  Betty  Germainf^n  4<iugl|t^r  of  L%(^ 
^ttkdcy,  and  w^s  communicated  to  me  by  the  U\>^  l^X  L%^bprt|  w 
if^Ujnate  of  Lady  Betty's, 
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aa  opportunity  of  conveying  away  the  book,  anddcH^ 
terpufly  inferted  a  leaf,  on  v^hich  he  had  written  hi3 
own  Meditation  on  a  Broomftick  ;  after  which,  he  tool^ 
care  to. have  the  book  reftored  to  its  proper ,plaGC,  and 
in  his.  next  attendance  on  nny  Lady,  when  he  was  delir 
'red  to  proceed  to  the  next  Meditation,  Swift  opcne4 
ppon  the  place  where  the  le^f  had  been  inferted^  ancj 
with  great  compofure  of  countenance  read  the  title^ 
f^  A  Meditation  on  a  Broooirftick."  Lady  Berkeley, 
a  little  furprifed  at  the  oddity  of  the  title,  flopped 
hirti,  repeating  the  words,  ^f  A  Meditation  on  a  Broom- 
ftick !  "  blefs  HTK*,  .what  a  ftrange  fubjedt !  But  there  i$ 
no  knowing  what  ufcful  leffons  of  ipftruftion  this  wonr 
dcipful  m^n  may  draw,  fron?)  things  apparently  the  nnoft 
frivial..  Pray  let. us  hear  what  he  fays  upon  it.  Swift 
then,  with  -^in  inflexible  gravity  qf  countenance,  pror 
pteded  to  re^d  the  Meditation,  in  the  fame  fokmn  tone 
M^hich  he  had  ufed  in  delivering  the  foripcr.  Lady 
Berkeley,  not  at  ^irfufpedjting  a  tricky  -in  t;he  fulncfs  of 
her  prepoffeffion,  \vas  every  now  and  then,,  during  the 
reading  .of  it,  exprelDng  her  admiration  of  this  extra- 
ordinary man,  who  could  draw  fuch  fine  moral  reflecr 
kions  from-  fo  contemptible  a  fubjefti  with  whichjj 
though  Swift  muft  h^ve'bpea  inwardly  not  a  little 
tickled,  yet  he  preferved  a  moO:  perfei5t  coipppfurc  of 
features,  fo  that  Ihe  had  not  the  leaft  ropnm  to  fuipedt 
any  deceit.  Spoh  after,  fomc  company  ;poming  in^ 
Swift  pretended  buGnefs,  and  withdrew,-  forefeeing 
what  was  to  follow.*  Lady  Berkeley,  full  of  the  fub' 
jeft,  foon '  entered  upon  the  praifes  of  thpfc  heavenly 
Meditation?  of  Mr.  Boyle.  But,  faid  Ihe,  the  Doftof 
has  been  juft  reading,  one. to  me,  which  has  furprifed 
me  more  than  all  the  reft.  One  of  the  company  sliced 
fi^hich  of  the  Meditations  (he  meant.  She  anfwered  di-, 
f C(ily^  in  the  fimplicity  of  her  hearty  I  mean  th^t  ex- 
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cellent  Meditation  on  a  Bropnn-ftick.     The  company 

looked  at  each  other  with  fome  furprife,   and  could 

fcarce  refrain  from  laughing.     But  they  all  agreed 

that  they  had  never  hearxl  of  fuch  a  Meditation  before. 

Upon  my;  word,   faid  my  Lady,  there  it  is,  look  into 

th^t  book,    and  convince  yourfclves.     One  of  them 

opened  the  book,    and  found  it  there  indeed,  but  in 

Swift's  hand-writingi  upon  which •  a  general  burfl:  of 

laughter  enfued  5  and  my  Lady,  when  the  firft  furprife 

•was  over,  enjoyed  the  joke  as  much  as  an^  of.  them; 

faying,  what  a  vile  trick  has  that  rogue  played  me! 

But  it  is  his  way,  he  never  baulks  his  humour  in  any 

thing.  -  The  affair  ended  in  a  great  deal  of*  harmlefs 

mirth,  and  Swift,  you  may  be  fure,  was  not  allied  to 

proceed  any  farther  in  the  Meditations.     ThuS  we  fee 

that  his  original  intention  in  writing  this  piece,  w^s  not 

to  ridicule  the  great  Robert  Boyki  but  only  td  furnilh 

^occrafion  .for  a  great  deal  of  innocent  mirth  on  Lady 

Berkeley's  enthufiafm,  .and  fimplicity  of  heart  -,  and  at 

the  fame  time   to  get  rid  of  the  difagreeable  talk  of 

.reading  to  her  writings  which  were  not  at  all  to  his  taftc. 

.And  that  it  afterwards  .got  out  into  the  world,  was 

owing  tp  the  eagcrnefs.of  thofe  who  were  acquainted 

wi'th  th,e  Berkeley  family,  to  procure  copies  of  a  piece  of 

iucif  exquifite  humour.     This  was  the  cafe  indeed  in  aV 

paaoft  all. the  fmall  thingsXfterwards  written  by  Swift, 

.fcarce  any  of  which  were  publifhed  by  himfelf,  but  ftole 

kitb  the  world  in  that  way/  \  .         '    ,  < 

.^  Though  the  greatnefs  of  Swift's  talents  was  known 

.to  many  :in  private  life^  and  his  company  and  converfa- 

•tion  much  fought  after, and  admired,  yet  w^s  his  nan^    ' 

Aitherto  litide  known'  in  the  Republic  of  Letters.     The 

.only  pieces  which  he  had  then   publiflied,   were   the 

Battle  of  the  Books,  and  the  Contefts  and  DiflentioAs 

JffiVthcas  in  Rpme,  and  both  without  a  name,    I^or 

P  ^  wa» 
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If^as  he  pcrfonally  known  tp  any  of  the  Wits  of  the  Agtfp 
excepting  Mr.  Congfeve^  and  one  or  two  more^  with 
^hom  he  had  contradted  an  acquaintance  at  Sir  WiU 
liam  Tcnaple's.  The  knot  of  Wits  ufcd  at  this  tintie 
CO  affemble  at  Button's  Coffee-houfe ;  and  I  had  a  fin* 
guiar  account  of  Swift's  fit^  appearance  there  frovtx 
Ambrofe  Philips,  who  was  one  of  Mr.  Addifon's  little 
fenatc.  He  faid  that  they  had  for  feveral  fucceffivc  days 
obferved  a  ftrange  Clerjgyman  come  into  the  coffee- 
houfe,  who  feemed  utterly  unacquainted  with  any  qf 
thofe  who  frequented  it ;  and  whofe  cuftom  it  was  to 
lay  his  hat  down  on  a  table,  and  walk  backwards 
and  forwards  at  a  good  pace  for  half  an  hour  or  an 
hour,  without  (peaking  to  any  nnortal,  or  feeniing  in 
the  leaft  to  attend  to  any  thing  that  was  going  forward 
there.  He  then  ufed  to  take  up  his  hat,  pay  his  money 
at  the  bar»  and  walk  away  without  opening  his  lips« 
After  having  obferved  this  fingular  behaviour  for  fome 
time>  they  concluded  him  to  be  out  of  his  fenfes ;  and 
the  name  that  he  went  by  among  them,  was  that  of  the 
mad  Paribn^  This  made  them  more  than  ufually  at^ 
tentive  to  his  motions  s  and  one  evening,  as  Mr.  Addit- 
ion and  the  reft  were  obfcrving  him,  they  faw  him  cafk 
his  eyes  feveral  times  on  a  gentleman  in  boots,  who 
feemed  to  be  juft  come  out  of  the  country,  and  at  laft 
advance  towards  him  as  intending  to  addrefs  him. 
They  were  all  eager  to  hear  what  this  dumb,  mad  pai- 
fon,  had  to  fay,  and  immediately  quitted  their  feats  to 
jget  near  him.  Swift  went  up  tQ  thp  country-gentle* 
man,  and  in  ^  Ycry  abrupt  manner,  without  any  prevU 
0u«  f^Jutc,  afkcd  him,  ff  Pray,  Sir,  dp  you  remember 
!»ny  good  S^cather  in  the  world  V'  The  country-gcntlc* 
fioan^  after  daring  a  little  at  the  fingularity  of  his  man« 
fjer^  ^nd  the  oddity  of  the  queftion,  anfwered,  ^f  Yes, 
§Kf  I  fhanjc  PpjI^  |  fcfppfijber  a  jgretif  deal  of  good 

Vc^thpf 
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Hre&^er  in  my  time."  "  That  is  more/'  ftid  Swift, 
«  than  I  can  fay ;  I  never  remember  any  weather  that 
was  not  too  hot,  or  too  cold;  too  wet,  or  too  dry; 
but,  however  God  Almighty  contrives  it,  at  the  end  of 
the  year  'tis  all  very  well."  Upon  faying  this,  he  took 
vp  his  hat,  and  without  uttering  a  fyllable  more,  or 
taking  the  leafl:  notice  of  any  one,  walked  out  of  the 
coffec-houfe  j  leaving  all  thofc  who  had  been  fpe£taton 
of  this  odd  fcene  flaring  after  him,  and  ftill  more  coii« 
firnaed  in  the  opinion  of  liis  being  mad.  There  Is  an*- 
Other  anecdote  recorded  of  him,  of  what  palTed  bt^ 
tween  him  and  Dr.  Arbuthnot  in  the  fame  coffee-houfe. 
The  Do&or  had  been  fcribbUng  a  letter  in  great  hafte^, 
which  -was  much  blotted ;  and  feeing  this  odd  parfon 
near  him,  with  a  dpfign  to  play  upon  hini,  faid,  ^*  Pray, 
Sir,  have  you  any  fand  about  you  ?"  «  No,"  replied 
Swift,  <^  but  I  have  the  gravel,  and  if  you  will  give 
me  your  letter  FU  p-fs  upon  it."  Thus  Angularly  com- 
menced an  acquaintance  between  thofb  two  great  wits^ 
which  afterwards  ripened  into  the  clofeft  frtendfhip. 
After  thefe  adventures  they  faw  him  no  more  at  But- 
ton's, till  The  Taie  of  a  Tub  had  made  its  appearance 
f  n  the  world^  when^  in  the  perfon  of  the  author  of  that 
Inimitable  performance,  they  recognized  their  mid 
parfon.  This  piece  was  firft  publi(hed  in  the  following 
year  1764;  and  though  without  a  n^me,  yet  the  curio* 
^ty  excited  by  the  appearance  of  fuch  a  wonderful  piece 
of  original  compofition,  could  not  fail  of  finding  out 
the  author,  efpecially  as  not  only  the  bookfeller  knew 
him,  but  as  the  manufcript  had  at  different  times  been 
Ibewn  to  feveral  of  Sir  William  Temple's  relation;^ 
and  moft  intimate  friends.  When  it  is  ponfidered  that 
Swift  h^d  kept  this  piece  by  him  eight  years,  after  it 
had  been^  by  his  own  confeflion,  completely  finiihed, 
^^fprf  be  gayf  tf  tp  the  worjd  j  we  ipuft  ftsni  sftonifli* 
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cd  »i  fuch  a  piece  of  felf-denial,  as  this  muft  feem,  ia 
a  young  man,  ambitious  of  diftinftion,  and  €ager  after 
fame ;  and.  wonder  what  could  be  his  motive  for  not 
rpubliftiing.it  foonen     But  the  truth  is.  Swift  fet  but 
little  value. on  his  talents  as  a  writer,  either  at  that 
time,  or  during  the  whole  coqrfe  of  his  life,  farther 
.than  as  they  might  contribute  to  advance  fome  nobler 
ends,  which  hev  had   always  in  view.    .  Unfollicitou;s 
therefore  .about  fame  rnerely  literary^  or  th?  reputation 
p{  an  author,  Jhe  could  with  the  moff:  p^rkit  fangfroid 
lock  up  this  admirable  piefp  in  his  deflc,^  and  wait,,  with 
the  rnpft  philofophic  patience,  for  a  favourable  feafoa 
to  pi!oduce  it,  when  it  might  anfwer  fome  naore  import- 
ant pprpofe.     After  the  .time,  he-  ha4  given  the  laft  fi- 
nifhing  to  it,  the  viplcnce  of  parties   ran  fo  high  for 
Ibme  years^- and  their  dlfputes  were   Carried  on  witji 
.fuch ^s^nini^pfity,  that,  he  did.not  thiiik  the  public  in  a 
temper  fit  to  receive  the  work,.  Jo  as  tp.prpducc  the  ef- 
fefts  which  he  propofed  frona  it*    But  as  the  rage  of 
party  tiegan  to  copl  at  that  time,,  and  the  oppofitio;! 
from  the  Tories  grew  daily  mpre  feeble,  as  the  power 
of  the  Whigs  increafed  v  and  as  a  firm  eftablilbment  qf 
the  Whig  intereft  fcemed  to  threaten,  ypon  thpir  prin- 
ciples>  an  entire  difreg^rd  to,  and  neglej£t  pf  all  reli- 
gion 'y  Swift  thought  this  *  proper  junfture  t^  revive  the 
topic  of  religion,  and. to  fhew  the  ..excclleneyof  tKe 
cftablifhed  Church,  over.  i|?  two  rivals,  „in  a  new  way, 
adapted  to  cpmmon  (papacities^.  with  regard  to  the  un- 
derftanding;  and  calcula^ted  to  niake  way  to  the  heart, 
through  the  pleafure  ;  which  k  afibrded  tp  the.  fancy. 
And  without  fome  artifice  of  that  fort,  it. would  hav^ 
been  iojpoflible  to  haye.gained  any  attention  at  all  to 
the  topic  of  religion.     People  wer?  quite  wearied  out 
V^ith  the  continual^  repetition  of  the.  fan(ie  dull  ^rgvj^ 
^Qfients|   or  fore^   pn.acjoimt  pf  the  ill  temper  wi^ 

which 
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Which  the  difputcs  were  carried  on,  and  the  ill  blood 
which  they  occafionfd.  The  bulk  of  niankind  were 
therefore  in  a  fit  difpofition  to  fall  in  with  the  principle 
of  moderation  held  out  by  the  Whigs  5  but  as  it  was 
cafy  to  fee  from  fome  of  their  political  meafures,  that 
moderation  was  not  the  point  at  which  they  intended  to 
flop ;  but  that  an  indifference  with  regard  to  any  fornri 
of  religion  was  likely  to  enfue,  in  confequence  of  fomc 
of  their  tenets  5  Swift  thought  it  high  time  that  the  at- 
tention of  the  people  towards  the  fecurity  of  the  cfta-p 
bliflicd  Church  fhould  be  roufed,  that  they  might  be 
guarded  againil  the  undermining  artifices  of  its  ejne* 
jpjes,  fecretly  carried  on  under  covert  of  her  pretended 
friends  i  who  in  their  hearts  were  little  follicitous  about 
her  interefts,  being  wholly  abforbed  in  worldly  pur^ 
fuits.  And  fiirely  nothing  could  be  contrived  better  to 
anfwer  this  end,  than  to  make  religion  once  more  a  ge- 
neral topic  of  converfation  i  but  of  fuch  conyerfation 
9s  no  longer  excited  the  difagreeable  and  malevolent 
paflions,  but  gave  rife  to  cheerfulnefs  and  mirth. .  Strip* 
ped  of  the  frightful  malk  with  which  her  face  had  been 
covered  by  bigotry  and.enthufiafm,  and  adorned  with 
all  the  graces  of  the  comi?  mu.fe>  flic  became.a  wel- 
come guefl:  in  all  companies^  The  beauty  of  the 
Church  of  Englaad,  by  a  plain  and  wcU  conduced  al- 
legory, adapted  to  all  capacities^  was  fliewn,  in  the 
jnoft  obviou3  light,  by  the  charaders  of  fimplicity  and 
moderation,  whichare  the  true  rnarks  of  Chriftianit)!, 
inoppofition  to  the  pageantry,  fuperftition,  and  tyranny 
pf  the  Church  of  Rome,  on  the  one  hand ;  and  the 
fpleen,  hypocrifjr,  and  enthufiafiji  of  Calvinifm,  on 
the  other.  This  had  been  often  done  before  in  a  feri- 
pus  way,  but  it  was  the  new  rnanner  of  treating  the 
fobjcft  that  produced  the  great  .effedt  While  the  Eng- 
)iib  divines  had  for  more  than  ^  century  been  engage4 

^        .       .  4ft 
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in  a  conftant  ftate  of  warfare  with  their  antagonifls^ 
»nd  attacked  them  with  ferious  reafoning,  and  vehe* 
mencc  of  argumentation^  their  an tagon ids  were  always 
(tonfidered  as  powerful  and  formidable;  and  though 
often  foiled,  were  never  looked  upon  as  fubduecL 
While  thefe  different  religions  were  rendered  odious  or 
terrible  to  the  imaginations  of  people,  the  very  feel-, 
ings  of  that  hatred  and  fear  were  accompanied  with  the 
ideas  of  danger  and  power  in  the  objedh  which  excited 
them,  and  of  courfe  gave  them  a  confequencc.  Bat 
^c  inftant  they  were  rendered  ridiculous,  they  became 
contemptible,  and  their  whole  power  vanilhedj  nor 
was  there  ever  a  Wronger  inftance  of  the  truth  of  Ho« 
race's  rule, 

Ridiculum  acri 
Fortius  fe?  melius  tnagnas  plerumque  fecat  res ; 

than  in  the  effedbs  produced  by  The  Tale  of  a  Tub^ 
with  regard  to  the  weakening  of  the  powers  of  popery 
and  fiuiaticifm  in  this  country.  EfFefts  not  merely  tem- 
porary, but  which,  with  their  caufe,  zf^  likely  to  lait, 
as  long  as  the  Englifh  language  Ihall  be  read. 

After  the  publication  of  this  work.  Swift  wrote  no^ 
tiling  of  confequence  for  three  or  four  years ;  during 
which  time  his  acquaintance  was  much  fought  after  by 
all  peribns  of  tafte  and  genius.  There  was,  particu- 
larly, a  very  clofe  connexion  formed  between  Mr.  Ad- 
^ifon  *  and  him,  which  ended  in  a  fincere  and  lading 

*  In  170|»  Mr.  Addifon  made  a  prefent  of  his  book  of  Travels,  to 
Pr,  Swift,  m  the  blaxik  leaf  of  which  he  wrote  the  following  wortU  \ 

To  Dr.  Jonathan  SwrPT. 
The  moil  agreeable  companion, 
The  traeft  friepd^ 
Aad  the  greateft  genius  of  his  age» 

This  book  is  prefented  by  his 
t  ^0^  h^ml^le  Servant, 

Tkc  AUTHOR. 

"^^^  fmod(bip^ 
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fricndlhip,  at  Icaft  on  Swift's  part.  Addifon'&  com^ 
paniojiable  qualities  were  known  but  to  a  few,  as  an  in^ 
vincible  balhfulnefs  kept  him  for  the  moft  part  filcnt  ia 
mixed  companies ;  but  Swift  ufcd  to  fay  of  him,  that 
his  converfation  in  a  iete  a  tite^  was  the  moft  agreeable 
he  had  ever  known  in  any  one;  and  that  in  the  man/ 
hours  which  he  pafled  with  him  in  that  way,  neither  of 
them  ever  wilhed  for  the  coming  in  of  a  third  perfon. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1708,  Swift  ftartcd  forth 
from  his  ftate  of  inaftivity,  and  publilhed  fcveral  pieces 
upon  religious  and  political  fubjedts,  as  alio  in  the  hu- 
moxirous  way.  That  which  regarded  religion  chiefly,, 
was.  An  Argument  againft  abolilhing  Chriftianity ;  in 
which  he  purfues  the  fame  humourous  method,  which 
was  fo  fuccefsfully  followed  in  the  Tale  of  a  Tub.  Per- 
haps there  never  was  a  richer  vein  of  irony  than  runs 
through  that  whole  piece  5  nor  could  any  thing  be  bet- 
ter calculated  to  lecond  the  general  impreflion  made  by 
the  Talc  of  a  Tub.  It  is  certain,  that  Swift  thought 
the  ftate  of  the  Church  in  great  danger,  notwithftand- 
ing  any  vote  of  Parliament  to  the  contrary  j  and  this 
chiefly  from  a  fort  of  lethargic  diforder,  which  had  in 
general  fcized  thofe  who  ought  to  have  been  its  watch- 
ful guardians.  To  roufe  them  from  this  ftate,  he  found 
tickling  to  be  more  efFedlual  than  laftiing:  and  that 
the  beft  way  to  keep  them  wakeful^  was  to  make  them 
laugh. 

It  was  at  this  junflure  too  he  chofc  to  publiih  his  po- 
lirical  principles.  Swift  had  been  hitherto  always  clalT- 
cd  among  the  Whigs,  as  the  only  political  trafib  of  his 
which  had  been  publifhcd  was  in  their  favour,  and  as 
his  chief  connections  were  among  that  body.  And  he 
himfcif  had  adopted  tiie  name  in  a  *  Copy  of  Verfes  ta 

*  And  IsJH,  my  vengeance  to  compteat^ 
Mav  you  clefcend  to  take  renown, 
Pretrati'd  on  by  the  thing  you  bate, 
A  IVbig,  aad  oac  who  wears  a  gown. 

the 
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the  Honourable  Mrs.  Finch.    And  indeed  with  relpe^ 
to  government,  there  could  not  be  a  ftauncher  Whig 
than  he  was  upon  the  old  principles  of  Whiggifm,  aS 
fet  forth  by  him ;  but  he  was  an  utter  enemy  to  fome 
new  ones  adopted  by  that  party,  in  order  to  enlarge 
their  bottom,  and  which  evidently  tended  to  Republic-^ 
anifm.     And  as  to  their  maxims  with  regard  to  reli- 
gion, he  widely  differed   from    them.     As  thefe  were 
made  an  eflential  part  of  the  charadler  of  a  Whig  at. 
that  time,  he  could  not  be  faid  to  be  of  their  body. 
The  truth  is,  that  Swift  was  a  man  of  too  much  inte- 
grity to  belong  to  either  party,  while  they  were  both 
fo  much  in  the  wrong.     This  he-  himfelf  declared  in 
the  opening  of  the  political  Traft  printed  at  this  time, 
entitled,  '^  T'he  Sentiments  of  a  Church-of- England-Man 
with  rejpe£f  to  Religion  and  Government  \**  which  begins 
with  thefe  words :   "  Whoever  has  examined  the  con* 
du6t  and  proceedings  of  both  parties  for  fome  years, 
paft,  whether  in  or  out  of  power,  cannot  well  conceive 
it  poflible  to  go  far  towards  the  extremes  of  either, 
without  offering  fome  violence  to  his  integrity,   or  un- 
derftanding.'*     His  motive  for  publifhing  this  Traft 
at  that  junfture,  he  has  given  in  the  following  words  j 
*'  When  the  two  parties,  that  divide^  the  whole  Com- 
monwealth, come  once  to  a  rupture,  without  any  hopes 
left  of  forming  a  third  with  better  principles  to  balance 
the  others;  it  feems  every  man^s  duty  to  choofc  one  of 
the  two  fides,  although  he  cannot  entirely  approve  of 
cither;  and  ^11  pretences  to  neutrality,  are  juftly  explo- 
ded by  both,  being  too  flale  and  obvious ;  only  intend- 
ing the  fafety  and  eafe  of  a  few  individuals,  while  the 
public  is  embroiled.     This  was  the  opinion  an/d  prac- 
tice of  the  latter  Cato,  whom  I  efteem  to  have  been 
the  wifefl  and  the  beit  of  all  the  Romans-     But  before 
things  proceed  to  open  violence,  the  trueft  fcrvice  a 
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private  man  may  hope  to  do  his  country,  is,  by  un- 
biaffing  his  mind  as  much  as  poffible,  and  then  endea- 
vouring to  moderate  between  the  rival  powers  ;  which 
mufl:  needs  be  owned  a  fair  proceeding  with  the  world ; 
bccaufc  it  rs,  of  all  others,  the  leaft'  confiftcnt  with  the 
common  defiga  of  making  a  fortune,  by  the  merit  of 
an  opinion."  .     i     .. 

Swift,  from  feveral  circumftancesat  that  time,  ap- 
prehended that  the  parties  would  fpeedily  come  to  aa 
open  rupture ;  he  therefore  thought  it  the  duty  of  a 
good  citizen  to  endeavour  to  form  a  third  party  out  o( 
the  more  moderate  of  each,  that  fhould  ferve  as  a  check 
upon  the  violence  of  both.     With  this  view,  he  repre- 
fents  the  extremes  of  bolh  parties,  and  the  evil  confe- 
quences  likely  to  enfue  from  each,    in  the  -ftrongeft 
light;  at  the  fame  time  he  clearly  fhews  that  the  mo- 
derate of  both  hardly  differed  in"  any  material  point, 
and  were  kept  afunder  only  by  the  odious  diftinftion  of  ' 
a  name.     He  fet  down  in  this  piece,  fuch  a  jufl:,  poll-' 
tical,  and  religious  creed,  fo  far  as  related  to  any  con-    ' 
neftion  between  Church  and  State,  as  every  honeft  fub- 
jeft  of  the  Church  of  England  mufl:  at  once  affent  to. 
And  indeed,  if  it  were  in  the  nature  of  things,  that  a 
party  could  have  been  formed  upon  principles  of  mode- 
ration, good  fenfe,  and  public  fpirit,  his  fcheme  would 
have  taken  place,  from  the  mafl:erly  manner  in  which 
it  was  propofed.     His  defign  was,  to  engage  all  thofe 
of  both   parties,    who  wiftied  well  to  the  eftablilhed 
Church,  to  unite  together  under  the  denomination  of 
Church-of-England-men,  iriftead  of  the  odious  terms  of 
High  and  Low  Churchy  calculated  to  keep  up  animolity  i 
and  by  fo  doing,    to  leave  the  more  violent  of  both 
parties,  whofc  numbers  would  in  that  cafe  be  much  re- 
duced, expofed   to   the  world   in   their  true   colours, 
merely  by  being  finglcd  out  in  the  different  herds  of 

their 
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tkeir  aflbciates.  In  that  ca(e,  there  were  ttv^  IVhigt^ 
la  loft  to  all  fcnfe  of  (hame^  as  would  choofe  to  be  one 
of  a  handful  of  Englifh  Proteftants^  at  the  bead  of  a. 
numerous  body  of  Seftaries  of  all  kinds^  Infidels^  and 
Atheifts ;  as  there  would  be  few  Tories>  who  would 
With  to  appear  leaders  of  Papifts  and  Jacobites  only# 
Under  the  name  of  Church  of-England-man^  none  oC 
thofe  enemies  to  our  conftitution  could  have  lifted ; 
whereas,  under  the  vague  names  of  Whig  and  Tory,, 
perfons  of  all  denominations  and  principles  were  en-» 
rolled  without  fcruple,  by  both,  merely  to  encreafe 
their  numbers,  and  fwell  the  cry*  This  project,  for  the 
uniting  of  parties,  feems  to  have  taken  ftrong  poiTef^ 
(ion  of  Swift,  and  not  to  have  quitted  him  for  fome 
time,  as  we  find  he  mentions  it  in  a  *  letter  to  Colonel 
Hunter,  in  the  beginning  of  the  following  year* 
However,  if  this  dcfign  failed,  he  was  determined^ 
whenever  matters  fliould  come  to  an  open  rupture  be- 
tween the  parties,  not  to  remain  neutral  -,  but  to  choofe 
that  fide,  which,  upon  the  whole,  Ihould  appear  ta 
him  the  beft,  according  to  the  maxim  before  laid  down* 
In  order  therefore  to  render  himfelf  of  the  greater  con- 
iequence,  he  feems  to  have  exerted  himfelf  this  yeai* 
in  the  difplay  of  his  various  talents.  Befide  the  two 
admirable  trads  before-mentioned,  he  publifhed,  <<  A 
^Letter  from  a  Member  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in 
Ireland,  to  a  Member  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in 
England,  concerning  the  Sacramental  Tcft."  As  he, 
always  kept  a  watchful  eye  upon  the  motions  of  the 
Preft)yterians,  the  intention  of  this  piece  was,  not  only 
to  fruftrate  their  attempt  to  get  the  Teft  Aft  repealed 

•  1  amufe  myfelf  fometlmes  with  writing  vcrfc$  to  Mrs.  finch,  uni 
fometimes  with  projcfts  for  the  uniting  of  paitie^,  whieh  J  perftft 
over  night,  and  bum  in  the  ^xorning* 

SnifT^Jfr^  Lftteri$  Colt  Hunten  . 

la 
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tn  IreUnd,  but  alfo  tp  alarm  the  people  in  England, 
Jby  (hewing  that  their  defign  was  deeper  laid,  and  that 
%kc  carrying  of  it  firll  in  that  country,  was  only  intend- 
ed as  a  precedent  for  doing  the  fame  here.  In  the  hu- 
niourous  way,  he  wrote  alfo  in  this  year  thofc  admirable 
papers  on  Partridge  the  Almanack  Maker,  which  ap- 
peared under  the  name  of  Ifaac  Bickerftaff,  Efq;  and 
in  poetry,  Ao  Elegy  on  the  fuppofed  death  of  Par- 
tridge; the  Story  of  Baucis  and  Philemon  s  and  two 
-copies  of  Verfes  on  Vanbrugh's  houfe  *•  So  wide  a 
difplay  of  fuch  different  talents ;  fuch  knowledge  in  po- 
litical aSaifs  ;  fo  mych  good  fenfe  and  ftrength  pf  rea« 
foning,  joined  to  fo  pure  and  mafterly  a  ftyle;  and  a- 
bove  all,  fo  much  wit,  and  fuch  uncommon  powers  of 
frdicule,  could  not  fail  of  raifing  prognofticks,  that  he 
would  prove  the  moft  able  and  formidable  champion 
liWng,  of  that  party  whofe  caufe  he  fiiould  cfpoufc, 
-The  Whig8  therefore,  who  had  hitherto  ncglefted  him, 
as  cofifidering  him  in  the  light  of  a  half  brother,  be- 
gan now  to  dread,  and  confequcntly  to  pay  him  great 
court.     Their  apprehenfions  were  quickened  by  the 
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*  It  appears  from  a,  m^kiorandam  in  Swift's  hand-writJBg,  that  be 
'&ad  an  intention  this  year  to  publifh  a  Volume  of  his  Works,  confiil* 
iog  of  the  frilowing  articles :  06lober9  170^. 

«.  r       tr  Reafons  agalnft  abolilhinff  Chrif'^ 

Su|BCT8  for  »  VoLUMe.  tianity. 

piAtoorie  on  Athen?  and  H«Qxe.  EiTay  on  ConTerTation. 

Bickecftaff' s  Predidioas.  Conjedures  on  the  Thoughts  of 
Elegy  on  Partridge.  *  Poftcrity  about  me. 

Letter  to  Bi&op  of  K.  On  the  prefent  Tafte  of  Reading. 

Harris's  Petition.  .  Apology  for  the  Tale,  &c. 

Baucis  and  Philemon.  Part  ot  an  Anfwer  to  Gindal. 

Vanbrogh's  Hoofe,  Hiftoty  of  Van*s  Hottfe. 

The  Salamander.  Apollo  ^outwitted.     To  Ardelia* 

Epigram  on  Mrs.  Ployd.  Projed  for  Reformation  of  Man- 
Meditation  on  a  BroomfBck«  ners. 

Sentiments  of  a  Ch4U^-(»f-Bng-  A  Lady's  Table-iook. 

land-Man.  Tiitical  fifTay. 

E  narrow 
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narrow  efcape  which  they  juft  then  had  of  being 'ta?nc<f 
out  of  power,  by  the  intrigues  of  Mr»  Harley  y  whick 
had  very  nearly  taken  place  then,  in  the  manner  they 
did  two  years  afrcrward*.  No  folicitations  nor  pro- 
mifcrs  were  wanting,  on  their  parts,  to  engage  Swift  on 
their  fide  j  but  they  found  him  a  man  of  ftu^borh  in- 
tegrity j  nor  could  any  temptation  prevail  on  him  to  go 
the  lengths  which  they  wanted.  Failing  in  this,  their 
next  wifli  was  to  fend  bim  out  of  the  way,  in  fome  ho- 
nourable poft.  That  of  Secretary  to  an  intended  em* 
bafly  to  the  Court  of  Vienna,  wa3  firft  defigned  for 
Jiim ;  but  that  projed:  going  off,  there  was  a  fcheme 
on  foot  to  make  him  Bilhop  of  Virginia^  with  a  power 
to  ordain  Priefts  andPeacons>  Jind  a  general  authority 
over  all  the  Clergy  in  the  American  Colonies.^ .  There 
could  not  have  been  a  ftronger  bait  thrown  out  to  Swift 
than  this;  as  it  would  gratify  his  ambition,  byamoS: 
extenfive  power,  in  the  very  fphere  where  he  moft  wifh- 
cd  to  have  it,  in  the  Church  -,  as  religion  was  always 
ifeareft  his  heart.  Accordingly  we  find  that  he.  was  very 
earneft  in  the  purfuit  of  that  point;  but,,  unfortunately 
for  the  intefefts  of  religion  in  America,  and  as  unfor- 
tunaftely  for  the  WhiggiQi  Miniftry,  notwithftanding 
their  promifes,  that  it  fhould  be  done,  the  defign  fell 
to  the  ground,  and  Swift  remained  in  the  fame  ftate: 
•remained  on  the  fpot,  filled  with  refentmcnt  at  their 
treatment  of  him,  and  determined  to  wreak  bis  ven- 
geance on  them,  whei^  opportunity  fhould  ferve,  which 
was  not  now  far  diftant. 

Early  in  the  following  year.  Swift  publifhed  that  ad- 
mirable piece,  called,  ^  ProjeSi  for  the  Advancemmt  of 
Religion.  In  which,  after  enumerating  all  the  corrup- 
tions and  depravities  of  the  age,  he  fliews  that  the 
chief  fouree  of  them  waS  the  neglefl:,.  or  contempt  of 
religion,   which  fo  generally' prevailed.     Though  at 

firft 
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firft  view  this  pamphlet  feemed  to  have  no  other  drift,' 
but  to  lay  doi^n  a  very  rational  fcheme  for  a  general  tt^ 
formation  of  ftlailncrs,  yet  upon  a  doftr  examination  it 
will  appear  to  Have  been  a  very  ftrongj  though  covert 
attack,  upon  the  power  of  the  Whigs.     It  could  nofi 
have  efcapcd  a  man  of  Swift's  penetration,  that  the 
Queen  had  been  a  long  time  wavering  in  her  fenti* 
ments,  and  that  fhe  was  then  meditating  that  change 
in  the  Miniftry,  which  fometimc  af terward*  took  places 
Ta  confirm  her  in  this  intention^  and  to  haften  the  ex- 
ecution of  it,  appears,  from  the  whole  tenour  of  the 
pamphlet,  to  have  been  the  main  obje&  he  had  in  viewj 
in  publifhing  it  at  that  time.     For  though  it  feems  de* 
figned  for  the  ufc  of  the  world  in  general,  and  is  parti- 
cularly addrefled  to  the  Countefs  of  Berkeley,  yet  that 
it  was  chiefly  calculated  for  the  Queen'i  perufali  ap* 
pears  (rom  this ;  that  the  whole  execution  of  his  Pro- 
jed  depended  upon  the  impreffion  which  it  might  niiake 
upon,  her  mind  s  and  the  only  means  of  reformation 
propofed,  were  fuch  as  were  altogether  in  her  own 
power.     At  fetting  out,  l;&e  fays;  "  Now^  as  univerfal 
and  deep-rooted  as  thefe  corruptions  appear  to  be,  I 
am  utterly  deceived,  if  an  effedtual  remedy  might  not 
be  applied  to  moft  of  theipi  neither  am  Iinow  upon  a 
wild  fpeculative  project,  but  fuch  a'one  as  may  be  ea<^ 
fily  put  in  execution.    For,  while  the  prerogative  of 
giving  all  employments  continues  in  the  Crowni  eithel* 
immediately,  or  by  fubdrdinationj  it  is  in  the  power  of 
the  Prince  to  make  piety  and  virtue  become  the  falhion 
of  the  age^  if,,  at  the  fame  time,  he  would  make  them 
ncceflary  qualifications  for  favour  and  prefernient/* 
He  then  proceeds  to  (hew  the  neceflity  of  her  Majefty'a 
exerting  her  authority  in  this  wayj  by  a  very  (rcc  ob- 
fervation,  couched  under  one  of  the  fineft  compliments 
that  ever  was  penned  :    "  It  is  clear  from  prefcnt  cxpe* 

E  a  rience. 
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ticiite/  that  the  bare  example  of  thcbeft  Frmce,  wilt 
liot  have  any  mighty  influence  where  the  age  is  vptyf 
corrupt*  For,  when  was  there  ever  a  b^tr^r  Prince  on 
the  throne  than  the  prefeiit  Queen?,  1  do  not:  talk; /of 
her  talent  for  governnient,  her  love  of  che  people^  <)r 
^tny  5ther  qualities  that  arc  purely  regal;  bttt  hcc piety; 
charity,  tennperance,  conjugal  love,  anctwhatever  other 
virtues  do  beft  adorn. ;a  private  life;,  wherein,  wichQUf 
queftion,  or  flattery,,  ihc  has  no  fupcriorr  yet,  iKiehejf 
will  It  be  fatyr  or  pcevilhJnvedtivc.tQ.affirni^  that  iafi- 
deli ty  and  vieetare  notmuxrh  dinainiflied  .fincc  her  co^-r 
ming  to  theCrawn  >  ddib  will,  in  probabilityi  until  mort 
effectual  remedies  be  provided/' 

'  The  chief  rennedy  he  propofes,  is/,  «  To- bring  reli- 
gion inco  countenance,  and  encourage  thofe,  who,  from 
the  hope  of  fijture  reward,  and  dread  of  future  punifli- 
ment,  will  be  moved  to  a6t  with  juftite  and  integrity. 
This  is  not  to  be  accomplilbcd  in-any  dcher  way,  than 
by  introducing  religion  a*  rnueh  as  poflibk,  to  be  the 
turn  and*  fafcion  of  the  age>  which*  only -lies  in  the 
power  of  the  Adminiftratiow ;  the  Friftt^  :«with  utmoft 
ilritftnefs,  rcgulatirig  the  Coitrt>  tlie  Mlmftry,-  ^ad  otbe^ 
•Jperfb-n^  in  'great  ertlplbymcn^: ;  autd  thefe,  .by  their  «x- 
^ample  and- authority, -reforming  all  who  hive  depend- 
•enceon  them/*        •     -  ;   . 

Having  expatiatiedtfn  this  topic,   and  .(hewn  how 
*€afiiy  fu'ch  a  de-fign  might  be  carried  into  execution,  if 
the  Queen  would  only  fbrm  fuch  *  deterrnirwition,^  he 
'proceeds  to  enforce  his  argumeats  by  confcientious  mo- 
|tivesf  which  were^  likely  to  have  the  ftrjoageft  effefts 
tipon  one  of  fuch  a  truly  religious  turn  as  the  Quecrf 
^was;     After  having  juft  nientione^i  fome  points^  of  re- 
formation, in  which  the  aid  of  the  Legiflature  might 
-be  found  neceffary,   he  fays^  ^^But  this  k  befide  my 
preftnt  defign^  which  wa^  oaly-  to -ibcw  what  degree 

of 
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ijf  reforma^on  IB  itt  ihc  power  oif  tb*  QuecD^  wrthout 
interpoStiM  o(^  tk6  Lcgi&Uht<  yjknA  Which  her  Majeft)r 
ii,  urithdut  4i)<A!on5  obligtti  in  conftience  to  cndear- 
vottr  by  her  suithoricvy  as  much  ^  ftie  does  by  herprac«> 


««.*' 


•  And  in;anctthl5P'place'he"ilii:l  more  forcibly  urges  ar%. 
gumcms  of  the  fame  nature :  *•  The  prefcnt  Queen  is 
a  Prince  of  a*  sinany  and.  great. virruej^  as  ever  filled 
a  throve;:  'bow  would  it  brightcivirer  character  to  the 
prcfcnt,  and  ii6w  ^g^s;  if  Ihe  -crculd  exert  her  utmoft 
^lithority  to  inftil  fome  fhare  of  tho^fe  virtues  into  her 
people,  ^hi^h  tliey  are  too  degenerate  to  learn,  only 
from  her  example.  And,  be  it  fpoke  with  alt  the  vc- 
jseration  poflible  for  fo  excellent  a  Sovereign ;  her  beft 
'endea^ours>in  this  weighty  afi^air>  are  a  moil  important 
-part  of  her  duty;  as  well  as  of  her  intereft,  and  her 
-honour."-      t 

'  •  Nothing  cduVd  have  been  better  contrived  to  work 
:upon  the  Queer's  difpofition,  than  the  whole  of  this 
Traftj  Irt  which  the  author  firft  ftiews  that  all  the  cor- 
•Ftptions  aind  wickednefs  of  the  times,  arofe  from  irre- 
ligion :  be  (hews  that  it  is  in  her  Majefty*s  power  alone, 
without  other  aid,  to  rettore  religion  to  its  true  luftre 
-and  forcc^.  and  to  make  it  have  a  general  influence  on 
•the  mannjers  and  conduit  of  her  people  :  and  then  he 
urges  the  ftrongeft  motives,  of  honour,  ofintereft,  and 
of  duty,  to  induce  her  to  enter  upon  the  immediate  ex- 
crcife  of  that  power.  And  to  render  what  he  offered 
upon  that  bead  more  forcible,  it  was  apparently  written 
by  fome  difinterefted  hand,  from  no  other  principle 
but  a  due  regard  to  religion  and  morality.  For  the  au.. 
thor  artfully  fupprefled  all  mention  of  party;  and  yet, 
upon  aclofer  examination,- it  would  appear^  that  nothing 
iDould  be  more  direftly,  though  covertly,  aimed  at  the 
^cftroftioo  of  the  power  of  the  Whigs.     ForthefiFft 
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ftep  propofcd  to  render  the  dcfign  effc<fluaJv..lVft$,.  thftj 
the  Queen  fhovld  employ  none  in:  hfsr  Miaiftry,  or  in 
•any  offices  about  her  perCon,  but  fueh^as  bad  the  cauft 
of  religion  at  hearx;  nowJlii$.wa3  in  effcfl  tafay,-  tbsu: 
Ihe  muft  begin  with  turning  out  the  Whigs,    or  LOM^ 
Church- Party,   who  in  general  profefled.  cither  an  in- 
difference to,  or  contempt  of  religion;  and  choofe  hef 
Officers  from  among  the  Tories,  or  High -Church-party, 
with  whom  the  fupport  of  the  intereft«  af  religion,  was 
.the  firft,  and  moft  generally  avpwed  principle. 
'  After  the  publication  of  this  piece,  .  Swift  went  to 
Ireland,  where  he  remained  till  the  revolution  in  the 
Miniftry.  took  place,  which  happened  in  the  following 
year ;  when  Mr.  Harley,  and  Mr.  St.  John,  the  heada 
of  the  Tory-party  in   the  Houfe  of  Commons,  .wexiB 
appointed  to  fill  the  chief  offices;  the  former,   tha£of 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  the  latter,  that  of  prin- 
cipal Secretary  of  State.     During  this  injtexvaU  Swift 
paffed  much  of  his  time  with  Mr,.  Addifon,  who  had 
gone  over  to  Ireland  as  Firft  Secretary  to  the  Earl  of 
Wharton,  then  Lord  Lieutenant  of  that  kingdom.     By 
thijs  means  he  had  an  opportunity  of  being  an  eye-rwit- 
nefs  of  the  corrupt  adminiftration  of  affairs  in  that  king* 
dom,  under  that  Lord's  government,   which -he  after* 
wards  c^ppfcd  to  the  world  in  fuch  ftrong  and  odious 
colours.     Had  Swift  been  intent  only  on  his  own  pro-^ 
motion,   it  is  pfobable  that  he  might  eafily  have  ob- 
tained preferment  in  Ireland  at  th^t  juo(5lure,  on  ac- 
(Count  of  his  great  jntiipacy  >vith  the  Secretary ;   but  he 
,would  have  fcorned  to  p^y  court  to  a  Viceroy  of  fuch 
a  charafter,  pr  even  tq  haye  accepted  any  favour  at  hi^ 
,  hands.   :  Upon  the  change  of  affair§  at  Court,  when  a 
pew  Miniftry  was  appointed^    Swift  was  requeftcd  by 
.  the  Kftops  of  Ireland  to  take  upon  him  the  charge  of  * 
fpUif  iiijig.  a  remiffion  of  the  firftrfruits,  and  twen^tieth. 
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parts  to  die  clergy,  of  jchat  kingdom;  •  {t  was  not  with- 
t>ut  great  reluftance,  that  he  accepted  of  this  office^ 
for  reaToas  hereafter  to  be  affigncd;  but  his  regard  to 
the  intcrefts  of  the  Church,  outweighed  all  other  con* 
^derations, .  and  he  accordingly  fct  out  for  England,  as 
ibon  as  his  credentials  were  ready; 

SECTION    III. 

From  the  Introduction  to  Mr.  Harley,  to  the  Death 

cf  the  Queen. 

•  ON  his  arrival  in  London  in  the  inonth  of  Sep- 
tember, 1710,  he  found  that  open  war  was  declared 
between  the  two  parties,  and  raged- with  the  utmoft 
violence.  There  wa^  no  room  for  moderating  fchemes, 
and^^^ccording  to  his  own  maxim,  that  a  good  citizen 
could  not  remain  neutral  in  fuch  a  fituation  of  affairs. 
Swift  was  to  choofe  his  party,  and  to  declare  himfelf 
accordingly.  His  arrival  at  that  criiis,  filled  the  Whigs 
with  joy,  as  in  general  they  looked  upon  him  to  be  of 
their  party  j  but  the  leaders  among  them  were  not  with- 
out their  ^pprehenfiotis,  being  confcious  of  the  ill 
treatment  he  had  met  with  at  their  hands.     Of  this, . 

take  the  following  account  from  Swift  himfelf  *.    *'  All 

• 

*  At  this  time,  and  during  his  conncftion^with  the  Miniftry  after- 
wards*  Swift  kept  a  regular  journal  of  all  the  moft  remarkable  events, 
as  well  as  little  anecdotes,  which  he  tranfmitted  every  fortnight  to 
Stella,  for  her  private  peruiM,  and  that  of  Mrs.  Dingley,  but  upon 
condition  that  it  fhould  be  communicated  to  no  other  perfon  whatfoever. 
This  joarnal  was  luckily  preferved,  and  fometime  fince  given  to  the 
world.  As  nothing  could  better  fhcw  Swift's  own  fentiments  *^ith  re- 
gard to  affairs  at  that  (time,  and  the  motives  which  induced  him  to 
take  the  part  he  did  in  them,  than  fuch  a  journal,  written  as  it  were 
CO  the  hour,  and  tranfmitted  to  that  perfon  in  the  world  to  whom  his 
heart  was  moftopen;  the  accoux^t  of  his  conduct,  during  that  bufy 
time,  will,  wherever  there  is  an  opportunity,  be  corrobprated  by  ex- 
jbrads  frpm  it* 

E  4  the 
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the  Whigs  were  ravifhcd  to  fee  .me,  and  wotild  have 
laid  hold  on  me  as  a  twig,  to  fave  tkem  from  finking; 
and  the  great  men  were  all  making  rne  their  dumfy 
apologies.  It  is  good  to  fee  what  a  lamentable  roa-i 
feffion  the  Whigs  all  make  of  my  ill-rufage."  On.thd 
other  hand,  the  Tories  were  exceedingly  alarmed  at  hi^ 
arrival,  as  they  had  always  conGdered  him  in  the  light 
of  a  Whig,  and  as  the  leaders  Qf  their  party  had  not 
even  the  leaft  perfbnal  knowledge  of  him  j  how  ftrong 
their  apprehenfions  muft  have  been,  we  may  judge  frot» 
a  paffage  in  Swifc*s  Journal  of  the  following  year,  dated 

.June  30,  17 1 1,  where  he  fays,  that,  "Mr.  Harley  and 
Mr.  Secretary  St.  John,  frequently:  proiefted,  after  he 
had  become  their  intimate,  that  he  was  the  only  man 
in  England  they  were  afraid  of."  In  fuch  a  difpofitioHj 
therefore,  it  is  to  be  fuppofed,  that  a  vifit  ftoei^  Df/ 
Swift  to  Mr.  Harley,  was  by  no  means  an  unacceptabU 
thing.  The  occafion  of  this  viiit  is.  fct  forth  at  large,^ 
in  the  letters  which  paflcd  between  Dr.  King,  Arch- 
biftiQp  of  Dublin,    and  Dr.  Swift,   publiftied  in  hi^ 

-Works.  Upon  his  leaving  Ireland,  Swift  had  liqd^iv 
taken  to  foUicit  the  affair  of  the  firft-fruits»  and  twen* 
fieth  parts,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Ckrgy  in  Irelandji 

.  which  had  been  long  depending,  and  in  vain  attempted 
by  two  Bifl^ops  fent  over  for  that  purpofe  by  the  whole 
body.  In  his  firft  letter  to  the  Archbifliop  on  that  fub- 
jcft,  he  fays,  "As  foon  as  I  received  the  pacqueta 
from  your  Grace,  1  went  to  wait  uppn  Mr.  Harley.  I 
had  prepared  him  before,  by  another  hand,  where  he 
was  very  intimate;  and  got  myfelf  reprcfented  (which 
I  might  juftly  do)  as  one  extremely  ill  ufed  by  the  laft 
Miniftry,  after  fome  obligations,  bccaufe  I  refufed  to 
go  certain  lengths  they  would  have  me."  He  after- 
wards gives  fiich  an  account  of  the  whole  tranfadjtioo 
ks  might  be  proper  to  be  fhewn.    But  in  his  Journal 
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to  Stella,  he  is  more  particular.-^Oftober  4,  17  lo.^^ 
«  Mr.  Harlcy  rccciycd  mc  with  the  greateft  refped  and 
kxiidners  imaginable^  aod  appointed  mt  an  hour^  two 
or  three  days  after,  to  open  my  bufincis  to  him."  : 

October  7. 

*'  I  HAD  no  iboner  told  him  my  bufihefs,  but  he  en- 
tered into  it  with  ail  ktndnefs ;  aflced  me  for  my  pc^wei^ 
and  read  them ;  and  read  likewife  the  memorial  I  had 
drawn  up,  and  put  it  into  His  pocket  to  file w  the  Queen : 
told  me  the  meafures  b^  would  aktr  and,  in  ihortj^ 
faid  every  thing  I  could  wifii*  Told  me  he  muft  bring 
Mn  St.  John  and  me  acquainted  1  aftd  ipoke  fovinarry 
thii3gs  of  perfonal  kitidnefs  and  efteem,  that  I  am  in* 
clined  to  believe  ^at  ibme  friends  had  told  me,  that 
he  would  do  every  thing  to  bring  me  over/  He  defired 
me  to  dine  with  him  on  Tuefday  i  and,  after  four  houn 
being  with  him,  fet  me  down  at  St«  James's  Co&e^ 
houfe  in  a  hacknty  coach, 

**  I  muft  tell  you  a  great  piece  of  refitiement  in  Hart- 
ley.  He  charged  me  to  come  andieehim  oAen:  t 
told  him  I  was  loth  to  (rouble  him,  in  fo  much  bufi^ 
ficfs  as  he  had,  and  defired  I  might  have  leave  to  come 
at  his  levee;  which  he  immediately  refufed,  and  faid, 
'♦  That  was  no  place  for  friends/*^ 

O<9:ober  10,  1710. 
*'  Harlcy  tells  me  he  has  (hewn  my  memorial  to  the 
Queen,  and  feconded  it  very  heartily;  becaufe,  faid 
N»  the  Queen  defigns  to  figfiify  it  to  the  Bifhops*  of 
Ireland  in  form,  and  take  notice  that  it  was  done  upon 
'  a  naemorial  from  you  $  which  he  faid  he  did  to  make  it 
}oojc  more  refpedfu)  to  me :  i  believe  never  any  thing 
was  compaiTed  fo  foon,  and  purely  done  by  my  perfooa^ 
l^f^d^t  witlj  Mf.  Hapley  j  who  is  fo  exceffively  obliging, 

tiiat 
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tbati  know  not  vvU^tt  to  fnak« of  it)  tmlefs io  ftiew  the 
rafcakof  thcocfaer  party,  that' they -ufed  a  rfian  unwor-^ 
thiiy,  who  .  had .  defcrvcd  better.  He  fpcaks  all  the 
kiad  things  to  me  in  the  world/'     v 

•Ofl:ober  14. 

« 

-  ^*  I  STAND  with  the  new  people  ten  times  better  than 
rrcr  I  did  with  the  old,  and  forty  times  more  careflcd.^ 

:  When  we.i:q^fid^r,the  rapidity  of  Mr.  Barley's  mo- 
,t}on&  Oft  this  otCMfiAn^  who  was  remarkable  forprocraf- 
filiafion,  andltjpr^vopen  freedom  of  his  behaviour  toward 
Swift,  fo^cpntrajry  tq  (hat  clofenejsand  refcrve,  which 
were  bis  chara^triitipsf,  we  m^y  judge,  of  his  eager  de- 
fire  to  fix  him  in  their  party.  Nor  was  this  hard  to  be 
accompliCbedc  Swift  had  long  in  his  own  mind  beca 
«if  their  fide ;  apd  he.  only  waited  for  fuch  a  fayourajDle 
jundure  as  now  offered  to  declare  himself,  Mr.  Har* 
ley's  uncommon  condefcenfion,  flattered  his  pride  ^ 
and'^the  obligingnefs  of  his  behaviour,  engaged  his 
friend(bip».  Accordingly,  after  he  had  enquired  into 
Xheir  plan,  and  thp  meafures  which  they  intended  to 
purfue^  a$  he  found  theni  entirely  confonant  to  his  own 
fcntiments,  he  embarked  without  hefitation  in  their 
caufe,  and  entered  into  their  interefts  with  his  whol^ 
heart.  His  approbation  of  their  meafures  he  exprelTes 
in  ihe  following  manner  in  his  JournaK 

November  29,  lyio. 

•'  The  prefent  Miniftry  hive  a  difficult  talk,  and 
want  me.  According  to  the  beft  judgment  I  have, 
they  are  purfuing  the  true  interefl:  of  the  publick,  and 
therefore  I  am  glad  to  contribute  what  lies  in  my 
power." 

•  * 

The 
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The  writers  onr  both:fides .  had  before  this  taken  the 
fi^ld)  aitd  attacked  each  other  with,  great  acrimony* 
On  the  Whig-fide,  were  Mn  Addifon,  iilhop  Burnet, 
Sir  Richand  Stcdc,  Mr,  Congreve,  Mr»  Rowe,  and 
many  others  of  Icfs  note. ,  .Qn  the  part  of  the  Tories^ 
the  chief  writers  were,  Lord£oHngbroke»  Bi(hopAt-« 
fcrbury^.ariki  Mr.  Pridr.  They  had  Jbcg^un.arj Weekly 
Paper,  caHed^  The  .Exanainer,  which  .wks ;  the  joint 
work  of  thofe  three  .celebrated  Writers,  and  h^d.  pu-» 
bliihed  iwelve.nucnbcra.  •uBot:as  fooiras  Swift  declared 
himfelf,  they  thought  all  laid.to him  unneceffary,  and 
^he  whole  conduft  of  that  Paper  was.  Oram  ^  that;  time 
{>ut  into  his  hand^.  He  entered  the  i  field  atone,  and, 
.with  a  Samfon*like  ftrengsih^ /corned  afiiflance,  and  de- 
ipifed  numbers.  His  power  of  ridicule  was  Hke  a  .flail 
iii  his  hand,  againfi:  which  there  was  no  fence*  .  Though 
he  induftriouQy  concealed  his  name,  yet  hisfricnd  Ad- 
liifon'  foon  difcoi«5ercd  Ijim,  and  retired  prudently  from 
the  field  of  batde,  leaviag  the  reft  expqfcd  to  the  at- 
tacks of  this  irrefiftrble  phampion;  by  whom  it  muH: 
be  allowed  they  were  unmercifully  handled,  tillj  one 
after  another,  they  wer'eaU 'laid  low.  His  Srft  Paper 
was  publi(hed  pn  the  ad  of  I^ovembcr,  1 710,  No.  13, 
of  the  Examiner,  which -w^St  about  a  month  after  hi* 
introduction  to  Mr.  Harley ;  and  he  continued  them 
without  interruption  till  June:  7,  171  r,  where  he  drojj^ 
ped  it,  clofing  it  ^{th  N9»  44i  aj)d  then  leaving  it  to 
be  carried  on  Ijy  other  hanid?.  Puring  thisti^iie he  11  veil 
in  the  utmoft  degree  of  confidence  and  familiarity,  nqe 
only  with  Mr  Harley,  but  the  whole  Miniftry.  Mr. 
Secretary  S{.  John  was  not  behind  ^r.  Harley,  either 
)n  defire  of  cultivating  Swift's  acquaintance,  pr  in  ad-* 
drefs,  which  the  following  cxtradl  frop  his  Joyrnal  will 
fuffi.cicntly  Ihew.  , 

« 

Novem- 
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V  «•  I  DiHED  to^daj^,  bfhivitation,  with  the  Swretaiy 
of  State,  Mt«  St*  Jobm  M^  Hariejr  caaufsin  t(^Oft  b^ 
foredinner,  animade  me  his  excises  ft^rmoc :dm»ig 
wkh  us>  "bdciufe  he  w^as  c6  receive  people  wbo^cainte  s^ 
propofe  tile  adya^cing^l>fc■mdn^7.  to  the  gaverntnenc; 
The  SccBttaarjc^d  rfic  with  all  the  kinuiiicf*:in  the 
iroridr  :  PyioT  ciarvie  m  after  dinner  ^  and  upon  ^n  oc^ 
cafioh,  khe  ScQfctaryYaid-esv'  Jiinv,  *^  Thtbeft. thing  I 
ever 'read' is 'not  70©r!s^  botiDr^.  Swift  an  Vanbi'ugh  i  '^ 
which  I3o  oot:recfcdn'.fo:jircr)t:gcajd  neither  j  hiit  Prior 
was-dampt^  tiQ  likvrSed  hihi:w!th  two  or  three  complin 
menta.  He.  <oId  me,  among  jother  ^  things,  that  Mr, 
Hzvlcf  oomplaSned  he  cQfuid  keep  nothing  frbcn  nne, 
I  had  c&e  wy&^mvLch  of  getting  into  him.  I  knew 
chat  was  a  refmement^  and  fo  t  told  him  i  and  k  was  ici. 
Indeed  It  is  hard  ta  fee  thefe^  great  men  ufemelike  onb 
who  was  their  betters,  aaud  the  puppies  with  you  in  Iro« 
land  hardly  regarding  nwi:  vBut. there  arc  feme  ^afans 
fiuralL  this>  which  I  will  tell  you  when  we  mjeer*'' 

<  -  •  • » 

In  ajioeherplace,  he  faysf,  March  3,  17^0-11. 

*^  I  DIN3ED  with-  Mr.  tiarley  to-day.  Every  Satuf- 
•day.  Lord  Keeper,  Secretary  St.  John,  and  I,  dine 
with  him,  *and  fometimea  Lord  Rivers,  and  they  let  m 
ftone  elfe.  I  ftaid  with  Mr.  Hat  ley  till  nine,  when  we 
had  much  difcourfe  together,  after  the  reft  were  gone^ 
and  I  gave  him  very  truly  my  opinion^  when  he  defi^ 
ycdit.** 

February  18,   17 101 1. 
*^  SitRBTARY  St.  John  would  needs  have  me  dine 
with  him  Qo*day ;  and  there  I  found  three  perfons  I  ne^ 
yer  faw,  two  I  had  no  acquaintance  with,    and  one  I  ^ 
did  iiot  care  for :  fo  I  left  them  ea^ly^  and  came  home. 


DOCTOR    SWIFT.  6i 

Xt\mngjiCi  dftf  :ta: walk»  iwit  fcurvy  rain  and  wind.  The 
Secretary  teUa  icte  he  has  put  a  cheat  upon  me ;  for 
JJordfPctftfborbiugh  ferit  hina  twelve  dozen  flaflcs  of 
Burgundy,  on  condicion  I  ihould  have  my  (hare;  but 
he  nev^  was  quiet  tillthey  were  all  gone;  fo I  reckon 
he  ow^  me  thirty-fLx  pounds/' 

■  *  •      .  t    '     ■  .   . 

•  February  as*   . 

. :  **  I  vmtv  to-day  with  Mr.  Secretary  St.  John,  on 
condition  I  noight  choofe  my  coropany>  which  were 
Lord  Rivers,  Lord  Carteret,  Sir  T.  Manfcl,  and  Mr» 
Lewis.  I  invited  Mafliam,  Hill,  Sir  John  Stanley, 
and  Qeorg«43Mnville,  b«t  they  were  engaged;  and  I 
did  it  in  revenge  of  his  having  foch  bad  conlpany  whcft 
I  dined  with  him  before.     So  we  laughed,"  &f^. 

In  the  beginning  of  February,  there  was  a  piece  of 
behavioor  in  Mr.  Harley  towards  Swift,  which  nettled 
him  to  the  quick,  and  had  nearly  occafioned  a  breach 
■between  them-    Of  this  Swift  gives  the  following  ac-  / 

count  in  his  Journal. 

February  6,  17  lo. 

•  **  Mr.  Harliy  defired  me  to  dine  with  him  again 
to-day,  but  1  rcfafed  him  5  for  I  fell  out  with  him  yef- 
terday,  and  will  not  fee  hitr\  again  till  he  makes  me 
amends." 

February  7; 

"  I  WAS  this  morning  early  with  Mr.  Lewis  of  the 

.Secretary's  Office,  and  faw  a  letter  Mr.  Harley  had  fcnt 

him,  dcfiring  to  be  reconciled ;  but  I  was  deaf  to  all 

•intreaties,  and  have  defired  Lewis  to  go  to  him,  and 

let  him  know.  I  expe&ed  farther  fatisfadion.     If  we  let 

thefe  great  Minifters  pretend  too  much,  there  will  be 

no 
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no  governing  them*  He  promifes  to  make  mc .  caJyi 
if  1  will  but  come  and  fee  hinfi ;  but  f  won't,  and  he 
Ihall  do  it  by  mcffage,  or  1  will  calb  him  'off.  '  I  will 
tell  you  the  caufe  of  our  quarrel  when  Tfee  you>  and 
refer  it  to  yourlelves.  In  that  he'did  fomething,  whicli 
he  intended  for  a  favour,  and  I  have  taken  it  quite 
otherwife,  difliking  both  the  thing  and  the  manner, 
and  it  has  heartily  vexed  me ;  and  all  I  have  faid  is 
truth,  though  it  looks  like  jcft :  and  I  abfolutely  refu* 
•fed  to  fubmit  to  his  intended  favour,  and  expedl:  farther 
fatisfaftion/* 

•      -  •  * 

In  a  fubfequent  part  of  th^e  Journal  he  acquaints 
jStella  with  the  caufe  of  quarfcK 

March  7,  17 10. 

"Yes,  I  underfland  a  cypher,  and  *  Ppt  gueffes 
right,  as  fhc  always  does.  He  gave  me  al  bjadnnk 
Iboinlp  dfaonr  ufainfbtoy  dpeonufnad -^  i  which  I  fcnt  him 
again  by  Mr.  Lewis,  to  whom  I  wrote  a  very  com- 
plaining letter,  that  was  (hewed  him,  and  fo  the  mat- 
ter ended.  He  told  me  he  had  a  quarrel  with  me  i  I 
faid  I  had  another  with  him,  and  we  returned  to  our 
friendfhip,  and  I  (hould  think  he  loves  me  as  well  as  ar 
great  Minifter  can  love  a  man  in  fo  Ihort  a  time."- 

Nothing  could  have  been  conjSdered  by  Swift  as  a 
greater  indignity,  than  this  offer  of  Mr.  Harley's, 
which  put  ^im  on  the  footing  of  a  hireling  Writer, 

'     •  Stella. 

f  This  is  a  (brt  of  cypher,  in  which,  to  difguife  the  words,  foper- 
fluoas  letters  are  introduced  ;  and  the  way  to  read  it  is  to  pafs  over 
thofe  letters,  and.  retain  pnly  Aich  as  will  make  out  words  and  fenfb, 
in  the  following  manner,  where  the  letters  to  be  retaineJ  are  capitaUtr 
Al  Bs  k\  Nn  K  IBoInLpt  dFaOnR  uFalnFbToY  dPcOnUfNaD. 
That  is,  A  Sank  Bill  for  fifty  founds 

Accordingly^ 


DOCTO-R    SWIFT.  Sj 

Accordingly,  he  was  drtermincd  to  let  him  ice  how 
rouch  be  had  miftafecn  his  man,  by  r«fufing  to  fee  him 
again  tiJl  he  had  ^flccd  his  pardon  by  a  third  hand 
He  laid  hold  of  this  opportunity^  to  let  the  Miniftr^ 
know  how  he  cxpcfted  !o  be  trcare4  by  them  for  the 
future :  as  a  man,  who  not  only  fcorued  a  ft»tc  of  dc 
pendance,  but  who  could  not  hear  any  thing  that  misht 
carry  the  Icaft  appearance  of  it :  as  one  who  entered  a 
volunteer  in. their  caufe,  and  who  feorned  to  lie  ucdo- 
any  obligation,  or  accept  of  ajiy  thing  to  which  he  wai 
notjuftlycQtulcd  by  his  merits:  and  laftly,  8$  on«v 
who,  confcious  of  his  abilities  to  fcrve  the  publick 
expeaed  to  be  confidered  by  them  as  their  coadititor 
in  the  caufe,  and  to  be  treated  on  a  footing  of  entire 
equality.     Accordingly,  immediately  after  Mr.  Har- 
iey  had  made  his  peace  with  him,  he  ihewcd,  by  an 
extraordmary  piece  of  behaviour,   that  he  was  deter 
.tiuied^o  exaft  this  from  them,    without  bating  the 
fmalleft  article.    The  circXimftance  is  mentioned  in  the 
iollowing  paflage  of  the  Journal. 

February  12,  i;io. 
"  I  DINED  to-day  with  Mr.  Secretary  St.  John  •   I 
went  to  the  Court  of  Requefts  at  noon,  and  fent  Mr 
Harley  into  the  Houfe  to  call  the  Secretary,  to  let  hini 
know  I  would  not  dine  with  him  if  he  dined  late." 

When  this  ftory  is  told,  without. any  other  circum- 
ftance,  and  we  are  informed  that  a  private  Clergyman, 
Vicar  of  a  fmall  country  living,  in  an  obfcure  part  of 
the  world,  fent  the  Prime  Minifter  of  Great  Britain,  to 
bring  out  to  him  the  Firft  Secretary  of  State  from  the 
Scnate-houfe,  where  h<f  was  engaged  in  the  important 
bufinefs  of  the  nation,  upon  fo  frivolous  an  occa|io0, 
wc  ihouW  be  apt  to  confidcr  it  was  a  wanton  exertion 

S  of 
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of  the  moft  infolent  pride.  But^  when  we  reflect  thit 
this  was  done  the- very  day  after  he  was  reconciled  co 
Mr.  Harley,  and  t/hat  he  took  the  firft  opportunity  of 
letaliating  the  flight  put  upon  him  a  few  days  before^ 
It  tam  only  give  us  a  high  opinion  of  his  magnanimity. 
9e(ides,  upon  this  reconciliation^  he  thbught  it  necef- 
fary  to  give  both  Minifters  a  fpecimen  of  the  terms  up- 
joa  which  alone  their  union  could  continue^  the  princi^ 
pil  of  which  was  a  moft  perfeft  equality.  How  lictJe 
Swift  was  willing  to  allow  them  any  fuperiority,  may 
Jbc  judged  by  an  expreOion  in  his  journal  the  next  day 
^teV  this  incident. 

•  - 

February  13,  1710-1:1.' 
.    *'  I  UAVZ  taken  Mr.  Harlcy  into*  favour  again.'* 

And  it  foon  afterwards  appeared  how  readily  thefe 
Minifters  came  into  his  terms,  as  may  be  feen  from  the 
following  pai&ge:« 

February  17,  1710-11. 

^^  Thb  Minift'ry  are  good  honcft  hearty  fellows :  I 
Axk  them  like  dogs,  becauie  I  expe6b  they  will  ufe  me 
HcK  They  call  me  nothing  but  Jonathan^  and  1  faid  I 
believed  they  would  leave  me  Jonathan  as  they  found 
me.^  and  that  I  never  knew  a  Miniller  do  a^iy  thing  for 
thofe  whom  they  make  companions  of  their  pleafures : 
^nd  I  believe  )rou  will  find  it  fo,  but  I  care  not." 

How  tenacious  he  was  of- his  rights  in  thrs  rcfpeft, 
and  how  ready  to  take  the  alarm  upon  the  leaft  appeair- 
an6e  of  their  being  infringed,  we  may  judge  from  the 
following  account  of  what  pafled  between  the  Secretary 
and  him>  fome  time  after,  on-an  occafion  of  that  fort. 

"  April, 
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April  I,  1711. 
''  I  DINED  with  the  Secretary,  who  fecmed  terribly 
down  and  melancholy  j  which  Mr.  Prior  and  Lewis  ob- 
ijerved  as  well  as  I :  perhaps  fomething  is  gone  wrongs 
perhaps  there  is  nothing  in  it. 

.  April  3. 

*'  I  CALLED  at  Mr.  Secretary's,  to  fee  what  the  D— * 
ailed  him  on  Sunday :  I  made  him  a  very  proper  fpeecb, 
told  him  I  obferved  he  was  much  out  of  temper  5  that 
I  did  not  expeft  he  would  telL  me  the  caiife,  but  would 
be  glad  to  fee  he  was  in  better  5  and  one  thing  I  warned 
him  of  J  never  to  appear  cold  to  me,  for  I  would  not 
be  treated  like  a  fchool-boy  i  that  I  had  felt  too  mpch 
of  that  in  my  life  already :  that  1  expcfted  every  great 
Minifler,  who  honoured  me  with  his  acquaintance,  if 
he  beard  or  faw  any  thing  to  my  difadvaptage,  would 
let  me.know  it  in  plain  words,  and  not  put  me  in  pain 
to  guefs  by  the  change  or  coldnefs  of  his  countenance 
or  behaviour }  for  it  was  what  I  would  hardly  bear  from 
a  crowned  head,  and  I  thought  no  fubjed's  favour  was 
worth  it  *;  and  that  ^defigned  to  let  my  Lord  Keeper, 
and  Mr.  Harley,  know:  the  fame  thing,  that  they  might 
ufe  me  accordingly.  He  took. all  right;  faid  I  had 
reafon  j  vowed  nothing  ailed  him,  but  fitting  up  whole 
Qights  at  bufinefs,  and  one  nig]it  at  drinking :  would 
have  had  me  dined  with  him  and  Mrs.  Mafham's  bro* 
thcr,  tp  make  up  matters;  sbut  I  would  not :  I  don't 
^now,  but  I  would  not.  But  indeed  I  was  engaged 
with  my  old  friend  Rollinfon ;  >  you  never  heard  of  him 
before."  . 

•  In  a  fubfequent  part  of  the  Journal  to  Stella,  he  fays,  *'  Don't  you 
remember  how  lufed  to  be  in  pain,  when  Sir  WilMam  Temple  would 
look  cold  and  out  of  humour  for  three  or  four  days,  and  I  ufed  to  fuf- 
feiGt  a  hundred  reafons  ?  I  have  plucked  up  my  fpirit  fince  then,  faith  | 
be  fpoiled  a  fine  gendeman." 

F  From 
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From  this  time  wc  find  that  Swift  was  treated  by  the 
Miniftry  with  thrmoft  unrefervcd  confidence  in  re^rd 
io  public  affairs^  and  the  moft  familiar  intimacy  in  pri- 
vate ;  being  always  prcfcnt  at  their  moft  fccret  conibl- 
tations  in  political  matters^  and  a  conftant  companion 
of  their  chofen  parties^  to  enliven  their  fbcial  hour.    ^ 

Swift  has  given  us  the  following  view  of  the  ligh( 
In, which  he  confidered  the  fituation  of  affairs  aboiifi 
that  time. 

March  4^  1710. 
'^  This  kingdom  is  certainly  ruinedj  as  much  as  was 
ever  any  bankrupt  Merchant.  We  muft  have  a  peace, 
let  it  be  a  bad  or  a  good  one ;  though  no-body  dares 
talk  of  it.  The  nearer  I  look  upon  things^  the  worfc 
I  like  them*  I  believe  the  confederacy  will  (bon  break 
to  pieces,  and  our  factions  at  home  increafe.  The  Mi- 
niftry is  upon  a  very  narrow  bottom^  and  ftand  like  an 
Ifthmus^  between  the  Whigs  00  one  Iide>  and  violent 
Tories  on  the  other.  They  are  able  feamen>  but  the 
tempcft  is  too  greats  the  (hip  too  rotten^  and  the  crew 
all  againft  them.  Lord  Sommers  has  been  twice  in  the 
Queen's  clofet^  once  very  lately  $  and  the  Duchefs  of 
Somerfeti  vrho  now  has  the  key^  is  a  moft  infinuating 
woman  1  and  I  believe  they  will  endeavour  to  play  the 
fame  game  that  has  been  played  againft  them.  1  have 
told  them  all  this,  which  they  know  already  1  but  they 
caniiot  help  it.  They  have  cautioned  the  Queen  fo 
much  againft  being  governed,  that  (he  obiferves  it  too 
much.  I  could  talk  till  to-morrow  upon  thefe  things, 
but  they  make  me  melancholy.  I  could  not  but  ob« 
fcrve  lately,  after  much  converfation  with  Mr.  Harley  i 
though  he  is  the  moft  fearlefs  man  alive,  and  the  leaft 
apt  to  defpond,  he  confefTed  to  me,  that,  uttering  his 
mind  (0  mci  gave  him  eafc.*' 

Swift 
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^  jSwift  was  cmpjoycd  chiefly  In  writing  the  Exammery 
tUl  the  begmning  of  the  following  June;  when,  ha- 
ving with  eafe  foiled  all  his  opponents  in  this  (kirmiihf 
ingmy  of  fighting,  he  retired  to  prepare  for  the  ge** 
ncral  engagement,  cxpefted  at  the  opening  of  the  nex^ 
campaign,  and  which  was  likely  to  prove  decifive  witi^ 
regard  to  the  fate  of  the  two  parties.  It  is  certain^ 
that  his  apprehenfions  for  the  fide  which  he  had  em- 
braced, were  d^ily  increafing ;  and  as  he  faid  himfelf^ 
**  the  nearer  he  looked  upon  things,  the  worfe  he  like4 
them/'  But  his  apprehenfipns  were  either  confined 
Within  his  own  breaft,  of  communicated  only  to  thf 
Miniftry,  excepting  in  the  Journal  to  Stella,  where  hf 
is  wholly  without  refervct  He  had  iaid  to  her,  fo  early^ 
as  January  7,  1710. — "  In  my  opinion  we  have  nothing 
to  fave  us  but  a  peace>  and  I  am  fure  we  cannot  hav^ 
fuch  a  one  as  we  hoped ;  and  then  the  Whigs  will  baw]i 
what  (hey  would  have  done,  had  they  continued  in 
power.  I  tell  the  Miniftry  this  as  much  as  I  dare,  and 
Iball  venture  to  fay  a  little  more  to  them/' 

Afterwards,  he  gave  her  an  account  of  the  danger 
they  were  in,  from  the  more  violent  Members  of  theif 
own  party. 

Pipbruary  18,  xyxo* 

.  ^*  We  arc  pljigued  with  an  Oftober  Clul?,  that  if> 
a  fet  of  above  a  hundred  Parliament-men  of  the 
country^  who  drink  Oftober  beer  at  home,  and  meet 
every  evening  at  a  tavern  near  the  Parliament,  to  con- 
fult  on  affairs,  and  drive  things  to  extremes  againftthc 
Whigs  5  to  call  the  old  Miniftry  to  account,  and  ge^ 
iOff  fiyc  or  fix  heads.  The  Miniftry  feem  not  to  regard 
them  J  jt%  cme  pf  them  in  confidence  told  me,  tha^ 
.there  muft  he  fomething  thougl;irpn  tp  fettle  things 

Fa  better* 
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|jf  ttef .  •  FH  tell  you  one  great  fecrct :  the  Queen,  fen- 
Able  hoW"nii5ch  (he  was  governed  by  the  late  Miniftry, 
"runs  aiittk  into  the  otfier  extreme;  and  is  jealous  in 
\hat  point,  even  of  thofe  who  got  her  out  of  the  'othcr*s 
^unds.  The  Miniftry  is  for  gentler  meafures,  and  the 
x>ther  Tories  for  more  violent.  Lord  Rivers,  talking 
to  me  the  other  day,  curfcd  the  Paper  called  the  Exa- 
Ininer,  for  fpeaking  civilly  ef  the  Duke  of  Marlbo* 
rough.  This  I  happened  to  talk  of.  to  the  Secretary, 
"who  blamed  the  warmth  of  that  Lord,  and  fome  others; 
^nd  fwore,  if  their  advice  were  followed,  they  would 
he  blown  up  in  twenty-four  hours.  And  I  have  rca- 
fon  to  think,  they  will  endeavour  to  prevail  on  the 
Queen,  to  put  her  affairs  more  in  the  hands  of  a  Mini- 
ftry, thaii  (be  does  at  prefent;  and  there  arc  two  men 
thought  on,  one  of  whom  you  have  often  met  the 
name  of  in  niy  letters." 

But  though  there  were  many  external  circumftanccs 
which  rendered  the  fituation  of  the  Miniftry  very  pre-^ 
carious,  yet  the  chief  danger  arofe  from  thcmfelves, 
tlirough  a  want  of  concert  and  mutual  confidence,  fa 
ticceffary  to  men  embarked  in  fo  difficult  an  underta- 
king.^ This  was  chiefly  owing  to  the  rcferve  and  myf- 
'  terious  conduft  of  Mr.  Harley,  which  gave  great  um- 
brage'to  Mr.  St;  John,  and  had  very  nearly  occafioncd 
la  breach  ^between  them  about  that  time,'  of  which  Swift 
'makes  the  following  mention  in  his  Journah 

•  '      -  Auguft  27,  1711; 

^  "  The  Whigs  whifpcr  that  our  Miniftry  difier  among 
themfelves,  and  they  begin  to  talk  out  the  Secretary. 
'They  have  fome  reafons  for  their  whifpers  j  though  I 
-thought  it  was  a  greater  fecret.  I  do  not  much  like 
*the  preftnt '  pofture  of  thing*  j  I  always  apprchcndetl 

that 


fkit  aay  Criljng  oujt  woujd.  ruw.  them,,  wd  fp);,  I  ba^jf 
jold  them  feveral  times."  .- 

;    »  '       •  » I        »  •       - 

•»^  .  -  •       «  •  •  .  •  V  '      '     •  ' 

,,  Befide  this  rcfervc  in  the  Treafurer,  there  was  ayoj^ 
p-aftination  in  his  temper,  whic^h  ill  fuitcd  fuch.»a  junj^^ 
mrc  of  aflFairs,~a$  required  the. utmoft  vigQwr.andJdif; 
patch.  And  though  the  Secretary  was  a  map  pf  greap 
parts  and  fire,  yet  had  he/uchj.a,turn  to  diflipation,  .a^ 
made  him  lofci  opportunities,,  and  produced  f s  jll  efFeftaL 
as  the  procraftinating  turn  of  the  Treafiirer.  .  Of  thi^ 
Swift  con?plains  in  the,  following  paflagc  pf  l^s  Jour^ 
Oal,  .  / 


<  i> 


'  r  '  .  Oftober  31,  171  j.  * 
.  *^  The.IJucc  js  In  the  Secretary ;  when  I  went  to  hio) 
this  morning  he  had  people  with  him  j  but  fays,  w^ 
^e  tQ  4ine  with  Prior  to-day,  and  then  will  do  all  our 
jbulinefs  in  the  afternpon ;  at  two,  Prior  Tends  word 
jie  is  otherwife  engaged ;  then  the  Secretary  and  I  g9 
and  dine  with  Brigadier  Britton,  fit  t^iH  e^ght,  grow 
pnierry,  no  bufinefs  done;  we  part^  and  appoint  no 
time  to  meet  again/  Jhis  is  the  fault  pf^ll'f he  pre- 
fent  Minifters;  teafing  mc  to  death  for  my  affiftanci^ 
laying  the  whole  weight  of  ;heiraffiirs  u^onir^  ah4 
flipping  opportunities/' 


"S       • 


On  thefe,  and  many  other  account?,  things  wore "bi^'t 
9  very  unpromifing  afpe(St  on  the  fide  of  the  Tories  j 
eipccially  as  the  leaders  of  the  Whig-partyiviere  active, 
vigilant,  let  flip  no  oppqrtunity  j  anci  at|he  famc'tinric, 
]being  exafperated  to  the  laft  degree  at  tKe'[6rs  of  their 
power^  were  detern^ined  to Jlpp  at  nothihg^fo  p6mpa(s 
the  ruin  of  thofe  who^  l)ad  fupplanted 'them/'/Tct 
Jiowevcr  gloomy  the  profpe(5j:  might  fee.  Swift  was  n^:^t 
pf  a  temper  to  give  way  to  defpondcncy,.    |t  i#  c'frtaii^. 
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thte  frodo  the  time  he  took  a  nearer  view  of  did  (hitii^  cif 
things,  he  had  Hctle  hopes  that  the  taufe  in'  which  fie 
had  engaged  would  be  brought  to  a  happy  ifluei  yet 
he  determined,  that,  whenever  it  iKould  fail,  no|>arf 
of  the  mifcarriage  Ihould  be  laid  at  his'  door  i  and  ae«* 
cordingly  he  exerted  hinifelf  with  the  fame  fort  6f  »• 
dour,  as  is  ufunlly  railed  only  by  a  near  profped  of  fut« 
cfcfr,  upon  vigorous  meafures.  Not  concent  with'per^ 
fbrming  every  thing  tha,t  was  allotted  to  hirii  ih'his  owtk 
department,  he  let  no  opportunity  flip  of  urging"  thb 
I^inifters  to  do  what  was  proper  on  their  parts;  He^ 
with  great  freedom,  told  them  of  their  faults,  or  on^il^ 
iions,  fometimes  in  a  ferious,  fome times  in  a  jocofe 
way,  as  opportunities  offered.  There  is  a  little  anec- 
dote of  that  fort,  Which  fhews  how  freely  he  indulged 
blmtelf  in  tfiis  vein.  Swift  had  rcceivfed  a  pffefent  of  4 
curious  fnuff-box  from  Colonel  Hill,  Beautifully  piipled 
^ith  a  variety  of  figures,  which  he  (Hewed  toLordOk- 
ford  J  who,  after  having  examined  the  painting  oh' tK^ 
lid,  and  admired  the  workrhanlhip,  turned  up  thfe  bot- 
tom of  the  box,  where  he  fpied  a  figure  refembllng^^  Jt 
goofe,  ftudded  on  the  oucfide  of  the  box ;  upon  which, 
turning  to  Swift,  hefaid,^^^  Jonathap^  1  think  the  Co; 
loner  has  tnade  a  goofe  of  you,"  ^^^ti$  tfuif,  mv 
Lord/'  replied  Swift,  «<  but  if  you  will  look  a  little 
farther,  you  will  fee  I  am  driving  a  fnail  before  me :  '* 
which  indeed  happened  to  be  the  device.  '^  f  hatVfc* 
yere  ehtfugh,  Jonathan,"  faid  my  Lprd,  "  but  I  dci^ 
icrvcd  it/* 

On  another  occafioh,.  he  otfervei^*  to  Lord'  BbliHgjr 
brbke,  that  rten  of  great  parts  are  qffen  unforWpate  ia 
the  ifta'nagtrflcnt  of  public  budriefs^.  bccaufe  they  art 
*^tto  go  out  6f  the  comrnbri  road,  by  the  quicHnefs  of 
tHeiritaaginitiOn-!  and  hedefire^  hi^  LQrdihi|i  tb.  take 
^t^  that  th6  CleikSi  iff  his  OMtVUfed  a  fo^c  of  iV6r^ 


knifcy  wTth  a  blunt  edfgc,  to  divide  a  %ct  of  paper, 
wlitch  never  failed  to  cut  it  even,  only  requiring  a  fteady 
hlindi  wHereaSj  if  they  fhould  make  ufe  of  a  ibarp  pen* 
l&ift,  the  (barpne/$  would  make  it  go  often  out  of  the 
creafe^  and  disfigure  the  paper, 

Thefe  friendly  admonitions  of  Swift^  though  they 
might  ibrnetimes  produce  good  effeds  in  particular 
cafes^  when  properly  timed>  yet  could  they  do  but 
little  towards  eradicating  faultSj  which  feem  to  have 
be^n  in  a  great  nneafure  conftitutional^  and  which  were 
grown  too  flirong  by  habit  to  be  eafily  overcome^ 
Happy  therefore  was  it  for  the  Miniftry,  that  they  had^ 
in  Swift^  fuch  a  faithful  monitor^  to  remind  them  df 
their  errors,  and  fuch  an  able  coadjutor,  to  fupply  their 
deficiencies.  As  no  man  perhaps  ever  pofleiTed  a  greater 
dtgrte  of  natural  fagacity  than  Swift,  or  was  mafter  of 
a  deeper  penetration  from  tlofe  obfervations  made  on 
human  nature,  he  often  warned  the  Miniders  of  dan* 
gers  in  their  own  fphere,  which  they  did  not  fee,  though 
they  had  the  advantage  of  being  much  nearer  the  Iprings 
of  aftion ;  but  the  acutenefs  of  his  fight  more  thao 
made  up  for  the  different  degrees  pf  diftance»  This 
was  fufficiently  Ihewn  by  the  event,  as  all  his  conjee* 
Cures  proved  to  be  well-founded  i  nor  was  there  a  finglt 
prognoftic  of  his  that  failed.  Thefe  he  was  never  fpa» 
ring  to  communicate  to  the  Mibifters,  though  the 
phlegm  of  one,  and  diflipation  of  the  other,  generally 
rendered  fuch  notices  of  little  cfFefl:.  They  were  in- 
deed fo  very  dilatory  or  remifs  in  their  preparations  for 
the  approaching  conteft,  and  their  enemies  fo  vigilant 
and  aftive,  that  their  ruin  mufl:  inevitably  have  been 
aircompliihed  foon  after  the  meeting  of  the  Parliamentj 
had  it  not  been  for  the  meafures  taken  by  Swift  to  pr^ 
vent  it.    Finding  that  he  could  not  roufe  the  Miniftry 

Id  that  aftivi^»  which  fo  critic«ii  a  juncture  rc(|uired,' 
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he  determined  to  leave  nothing  undone,  that  lay  in  hl^ 
own  power,  towards  the  fupport  of  the  comnmon  ciufe. 
There  were  two  points,  which  he  thought  of  the  utmofl: 
importance,  and  which  therefore  demanded  the  highelt 
attention :  the  one  was,  to  put  an  end  to  the  cabals  of 
the  Odlober  Club,  which  threatened  the  moft  danger- 
ous confcquences  to  the  Miniftry :  the  other  was,  the 
making  of  a  Peace  j  without  which,  it  was  a  maxim 
with  him  that  the  Miniftry  could  not  ftand.  The  firft 
of  thcfe  points  he  fbon  aqcomplilbed.  He  procured  a 
meeting  of  fome  of  the  principal  Members  of  the 
Club  at  a  tavern  i  where  he  gave  them  fuch  cogent 
reafons  for  the  conduft  of  the  Miniftry,  as  removed 
their  fears  and  jealoufies.  This  Meeting  bccafioncd  a 
fufpicion  in*  many  of  the  abfent  Members,  which  was 
followed  by  a  divifion  of  the  Club;  after  which,  their 
meetings  being  neither  fo  numerous  nor  fo  frequent, 
they  gradually  dwindled  away;  and,  upon  the  feafon- 
able  publication  of  a  little  Pamphlet,  by  Swift,  called, 
*'  Some  Advice  to  the  Members  of  the  Oftober  Club^'' 
they  were  in  general  fo  well  fatisfied,  that  their  me^r-^ 
ings  were  no  more  heard  of;  and  thefe  very  Members 
were  afterwards  the  ftauncheft  friends  that' the  Miniftry 
had  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  The  affair  of  thfe 
-Peace  was  at  a  greater  diftance,  and  a  point  of  infi- 
nitely more  difficulty.  Neceffary  as  it  was  that  it  Ihould 
"be  accompliftied,  in  the  difpofition  that  the  nation  then 
was,  the  Miniftry  did  not  even  dare  to  hint  h,  and 
there  was  but  one  way  in  which  they  could- attempt  it, 
with  the  leaft  degree  of  fafety  to  themfelves ;  and  that 
was,  by  raifing  fuch  a  clamour  for  Peace,  as  fhould 
•make  the  fteps  taken  towards  it  by  the  Miniftry,  ap- 
pear to  be  in  confequence  of  the  attention  due  to  the 
general  voice  of  the  nation.  This  Swift  undertook  to 
accompliftii  and  with  that  view  he  took:  iincQpnmon 

•  pain| 
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paiiis  in  drawing  «p  that  famous  political  Traft,  called, 
^e  Conduit  of  the  Jllies;  the  cfFeds  of  which  will  pre- 
fently  be  Ihcwn. 

But  Swift  had  ftill  a  more  difficult  point  to  manage; 
and' one,  which  was  attended  with  more  immediate 
danger  than  all  the  reft  j  I  mean,  that  of  keeping  the 
Miniftrjr  from  quarrelling  among  thcmfelves,  which  he 
forefaw  muft  end  in  their  total  deftruftion  *.  The 
Treafurer  and  Secretary  were  of  fuch  different  difpofi^ 
tions,  and  fo  little  agreed  about  the  means  to  be  pur-- 
fued  towards  the  attainment  of  the  common  end  they 
had  in  view,  that  it  required  the  utmoft  addrefs  to  pre- 
vent  their  coming  to  an  open  rupture ;  which  would 
probably  have  happened,  even  at  that  critical  time, 
had  it  not  been  for  Swift's  interpofition.  Perhaps  there 
was  lio  man  living  fo  well  qualified  for  the  office  of  a 
mediator  between  them,  as  Swift,  The  cafe  required 
the  conftant  interpofition  of  fome  common  friend  to 
both,  who  fliould  nof  be  fufpefted  of  any  partiality  to 
cither,  or  of  any  interefted  views  in  the  advice  he 
ihould  give  5  at  the  fame  time  of  one,  who  wpujd  fpeak 
'His  mind  with  unlimited  freedom  to  each  feparately,  or 
both  together,  without  fear  of  difobliging,  He  muft 
therefore  be  a  man,  whofe  afTiflgnce  was  of  fo  much 
moment  to  each,  in  thp  proftcution  of  their  feveral  dc- 
fign§,  that  neither  would  dare  to  break  with  the  other 
uhrcafonably,  left  hi$  whole  weight  Ihould  be  thrown 
into  the  oppofite  fcale*  And  perhaps  there  was  no  man 
living,  at  that  jundture,  who  could  perfedly  anfwer 
this  defcription^  but.  Swift.  Accordingly  we  find,  that 
for  the  fpace  of  more  than  two  years  afterwards,  though 

•  Swift;  in  a  letter  to  thjB  Archbilhop  of  Dublin*  fays,.  *'  I  take 
the  iafety  of  the  prefent  Miniilry  to  confift  in  the  agreement  of  three 
great  men.  Lord  Keeper^  Lord  Treafurer,  apd  Mr.  Secretary ;  and 
fo  I  have  told  them  together,  between  jeft  and  earneft,  and  two  of  them 
fej)aiatelyi  wifh  more  earneftneft*'* 

there 
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there  was  much  ill  bloodj  dnd  many  blckering;s  between 
them>  he  kept  them  from  coming  to  an  open  ru|)tufei 
and  the  incurable  breach,  which  afterwards  enfura, 
was  made  during  his  abfence  in  Ireland^  when  he  went 
to  take  poflcflioh  of  his  Dcanry. 

In  this  critical  fituatioh  bf  affairs,  and  In  tlie  miStlt 
of  that  load  of  bufinefs  which  was  thrown  upph  Swift*S' 
Ihoulders,  let  m  liop  a  while,  to  admire  the  vigour 
and  activity  of  his  mind,  which^  at  fuch  a  juhfbirej 
could  find  leifure  to  throw  out,  ais  if  it  were  a  h|bliday^ 
ta{k,  his  favourite  defign,  of  ettabfiiEing  the  Englilh 
language  on  fome  folid  foundation. 

In  a  letter  to  the  Archbiihop  of  DubTih,  dated 
July  12,  171  J,  there  is  this  paffi^e.  **Ihavcbcett 
engaging  my  Lord  Treafurer,  and  the  other  great  men^: 
JO  a  projeft  of  my  own,  ifrhich  they  tell  me  they  will 
cmbriace,  efpecially  his  Lordflup.  He  is  to  ere6£  fomis 
kind  of  fociety,  or  academy,  under  the  patronage  6t 
the  Minifttrs,  arid  protediorii  of  tlie  Queen^  foV  coiw 
renting,  enlarging,  polifhing,  arid  fixing  bur  lan^iiage^ 
The  methods  rinuft  be  left  to  the  focicty;'  drily  lam 
writing  a  letter  to  my  Lord  Treafurer,  by  way  of  pro^ 
pofals,  and  fome  general  hints,  which  I  delign  to  pu^ 
blilh,  and  he  cxpefts  froni*  me.  AH  this  may  come  tt> 
nothing,  alchough  I  find  the  irigeriious  aridTlearried  men 
of  all  my  acquaintance  fall  readily  in  with  it|  and  fo  I 
hope  will  your  Grace j  if  the  defigii  can  hi  well  ezecu^* 
ted.  I  would  defire  at  leifure  fome  of  "^QViX  Grace's 
thoughts  on  tfiis  riiatter.'* 

As  the  time  of  the  Parfiamient's  rneetlng  approac})ed|j 
which  was  .to  decide  the  fate  o^  t)ie  parties^  Swift  ap* 
plied  himfelf  clofelj^  to  tlie  firiiffirn^  6f  a  Work,  from 
which  great  matters  were  expe^lied,  toward  incliriing^ 

peopl?  to  the  main  object  of  the  Mihiftryj  «  Pmc© 
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fib  firti  irielntidn  df  it  tb  Stella,  is  in  hit  Journal, 
OAo^r  ±6,  1711;  «» We  have  no  quiet  with  thd 
tVliigs,  tKey  «feTo  vidlehr  agiinft  a  Peace'j  but  I  will 
<fooI  thiettt,  i*ith'a  vetifefcance,  very  fooh.  I  have  writ. 
ttA'zj^apet,  ^Ith  the  Jillnifters  reckon  will  do  abun. 
dihbe  iJf  gborf,  and  bpetf  tKt  eye*  of  the  nation,  who 
arc  halif  Bewitched  a^ainrf  a  Peace.  Few  ofthit  gene- 
ntloii  caii  itnnreiiaber  any  thinjg  but  war  and  taxes,  and 
they  think  it  is  niTit  Ihowld  bcj  whereas  it  is  cemb 
w«rar)i  die'ifidft  uridohf  people  in  EUrop*;  as  I  am  afraid 
I  fkiil  tHikt  9\^pt9t  beytfnd  all  cootradldion." 

U'pbn  tlieiftipetVog  of  Parliament,  on  this  7th  of  Cje- 
Utitnhiti  ffiif  Swift'«;  a^prehenflons  and  prognofticks 
proved'  to  be  bUif  too  well  founded,  His  faw  clearly, 
tl»ak'  if  ih«*Qatieii  did  not  ftand  firm  in  fupport  of  the 
Miiiiffiry,  <h«!y  Wei'tf'unddritf^j  and  from  a  knowledge  of 
E<r  tisripei-;  he  dreaded  fome  change  iii  hei-,  from  the 
iaflfuifrtciswhidi  the  •  Duchels  of  Somcrfet  had  over 
J^i  Wlio  Ih(d  f&CiXeded  the  Duchefs  of  Marlborougli 
ih  Ker  (kydtir,  ^^yfho'Ce'  hyiband  Was  aVowtdly  bent 
cm  the  de^^bibn  of  the  MiniHty.  His  fears  proved 
iA<3'ced  to  havr  been  ttio  wel)  founded.  Whatpaffod 
tfn  tfiig'o^ciilfen,  is  thus  related  in  his  Jourhal,  Decern- 
Ifcr*  7i*  1711*.  **  The  Earl  of  Nottingham  began,  and 
l^ke  9gain^  a  Peice^  arid  defired,  that  in  their  Ad- 
di-ets  they  might  ^ut  ill  »  cJaUfe;  to  advifc  the  Queen 
not  to  malte  a' Peate' Without  Spain;  which  was  deba- 
ted^ and  carried  by'the  Whigs,  by  about  fix  voices,  io, 
a  CdmmitWe  of  the  wfcole  ^pufe."  The  queftion'a, 
being  theq  earned  ag^ft  the  Miriiftry,  was  no  fmall 
(urprile  txi  th'eih,  as  they  did  not  expeft  it,  though 

f 

t 

•  Bia^fedtrii^thif  ArthbifiU>p  of  DiiUiii»  Swift  fays^  '«  Yoa  knosk: 
tte  Diiclifi(s  of  S^imerfetisirgreal  favoorite,  and  has  got  theDuche^ 
of  Marlboroagb't  key.  $]ie  is  infinuating,  and  a  woman  of  intrigue  & 
^  V^j  I  bdi^re^  4o  ^\^  ilt  o|Bcei  ih^  can  to  the  Secrftary/* 
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Si^rifthfld  often  warnccj  thenqt  of  it,  and  pointed  «ut 
ihc  mcan.s  by  vhicb  ip  would  be  cfFeftcd..  Byt  the  Be* 
fiaviour  of  the"  Quce^,  upon  that  occaSont^was  fueh  a 
thunderclap,  ap  pcrfeftly  aftounded  them,  ^nd  madq 
them  give  over  all  as  loft.  This  circunn|9:ance  is  thus 
related  by  Swift  in  his  Joyrnal,  December  S,  1711. 
^*  When  the  .Queen  was-  going  from  the  IJoufc  of 
^ords,  wjiereihe  fafe  to  Keair  t{ic  debate,  on  the  7  th  of 
Ceceipber,,'  l^u,  jhe  Duke  of  Shr?wil|)u):y, /.LorcJ 
0)arT>berlain,  afkcd  her  Majefty,  whethcrr  fot.  or  tlis 
Great  Charnberlain  Lindfay,  dgght  to  Ica^d  her' out  | 
Ihe  anfwered  jhort,  *  Neither  of  you,*  and  gave  her 
band  to  the  Duke  of  Somerfet,  who  was  louder  than 
any  in  the  lioiife  againfl;  ^,  Pcacp."  ,  Tbip  behaviour  of 
the  Queen  could  be  conftrued  in  no  other  light  than  a 
^efertipn  of  the  Miniftry,  ^nd  accordingly  it  produced 
fuLch  an  efFeft,  tha?  Swift  tells  us,  **  the  c|aufc  was  car-? 
ricd  the  next  day,  in  the  Houfe  x)f  Jyords,  *almoft  twq 
Jo  one.'*  The  confecjuejige^.of  this,  ar<f  thus  defcribed 
by  Swift,  in  his  Hiftory.  of  the  Peace  of  Utrecht^ 
"  When  this  Addrefs,  againft.any  Peace  without  SpainJ 
(^c.  was  carried  in  the  Houfe  of  ]^ords^  it  is  pot  caly 
to  defcribe  the  cfFedt  it  had  upon  moft.  men's  paffions^ 
The  partifans  of  the  old  Miniftry  triumphed  loudly, 
and  without  any  refcrve,  as  if  the  game  were  their  owiit 
The  Earl  .of  Wharton  was  obferved  in  tlie^  Houfe  to 
fmile,  wd  to  put  his  hands  to  his  neck,  when  any  of 
the  Miniftry  was  fpeaking  s  by  which  he  would  have  it 
underftood,  that  fome  head?  were  in  danger.  Parker, 
the  Chief-Juftice,  began  already,  with  great  zeal  and 
officioufnefs,  to  profecute  authors  and.  printers  Cff 
Weekly  and  other  Papers,  and 'written  in  defence  of 
the  Adminiftration : ,  in  Ihort,  joy  and  vengeance  h%  irU 
fiblc  in  every  countenance  of  that  party. 
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**  On  the  other  fide,  all  well-wifhers  to  the  Church, 
the  Queen,  or  th^  Peace,  were  equally  dejefted  j  and 
the  .  Treafurer  ftood  tlic  forcaioft  mark,  both  of  his 
enemies  fury,  and  the  ccnfwre  of  his  friends.     Among 
the  latter,  fome  imputed  this  fatal  nriifcarriage  to  his 
procrailinating  nature  1    others,   to  his  immcafurablc 
publicfc  thrift!  Both  parties  agreed,  that  a  Firft  Mini- 
fter,  with  very  moderate  (kill  in  affairs,  might  eafily 
have  governed  the  events  i  and  fome  began  to  doubt, 
whether  the  great  ftme  of  his  abilities,   acquired  in 
other  ftations,  were  what  he  juftly  defcrved/'    Swifc 
gives  the  following  account  of  his  firlt  interview  with 
the  Lord  Treafurer  on   this  occaGon,  in  his  jQurnal, 
December  8,    1711-    "  Mf.  Malhanrii  begged  us  to 
ftay,  becaufe  Lord  Treafurer  would  call,  and  we  were 
refolved  to' fall  on  him  about  his  negligence  in  fecuring 
a  Majority.     He  came,  and  appeared  in  good  humour, 
as  ufual,  but  I  thought  his  countenance  was  much  caft 
d6wn«     I  raillied  him,  and  defired  him  to  give  me  his 
ftaff,  which  he  did  j  I  told  him,  if  he  would  fecure  it 
mc  a  week,  I  would  fet  all  right :  he  alked,  how  ?    I 
faid  I  would  immediately  turn  Lord  Marlborough,  his 
two  daughters,  the  Dtike  and   Duchefs  of  Somerfet, 
and  L&rd  Cholmondeley,  out  of  all  their  employments; 
and  I  believe  he  had  not  a  friend  but  was  of  my  opi- 
nion,    Arbuthnot  aflced.    How  he  came  not  to  fecure 
a  Majority  ?    He  could  anfwer  nothing,  but  that  he 
could  not  help  it,  if  people  would  lie  and  forfwcar.    A 
'poor  anfwer  for  a  great  Miniftcr.    There  fell  from  him 
a  Scripture  exprcflion,  that  the  hearts  of  Kings  are  un^ 
Jearchahle.    I  told  him,  it  was  what  I  feared,  and  was 
from  him  the  word  news  he  could  tell  me.     I  begged 
him  to  know  what  we  had  to  truft  to :  he  ftuck  a  little, 
'but  at  laft  bid  rac  not  fear,  for  all  would  be  well  yet." 

Swift's 
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Swift's  private  fentimcnts  ,oq  t\kt  occ^tfion^  are  jchus 
exprefled  in  hh  Journal,  Decennbcr  8,  17x1.  "  This 
is  a  long  Journal,  and  of  a  day^  that  niay  produce 
igrcat  alterations,  and  4msard  the  ruin  of  England. 
The  Whigs  are  all  in  triumph.  They  for<;told  how  ^l 
this  wouiaiw,  but  we  thought  it  boafting.  Nay,  they 
fay  the  Parliament  fiiould  be  diflblved  t^efore  ,Qirift« 
mas,  and  perhaps  it  may.  This  is  all  ypi^rd  ■  4 
D—  of  S«— — t's  doing :  I  warned  the  Minifters  of  it 
nine  months  ago,  and  a. hundred  tinries  fince*  The  Se« 
cretary  always  dreaded  it.  I  told  Lord  Treafurer  I 
ihould  have  the  advantage  of  him,  for  he  woyld  lofe 
his  head,  and  I  (hould  only  be  hanged,  nid  fo  carry 
my  body  entire  to  the  graye." 

December  15,  1711*  *^  Here  are  the  firft  fteps  to- 
wards the  ruin  of  an  excellent  Miniflry>  for  I  look 
upon  them  as  certainly  ruined.  Some  fu*e  of  opinion 
the  whole  Miniftry  will  give  up  their  places  nea^  week ). 
others  imagine,  when  the  feflipn  is  over.  I  dorefolye, 
if  they  give  up,  or  arc  turned  out  foon,  tp  mire  for 
fome  months,  and  I  have  pitched  upon  the  place  d- 
jcady :  I  would  be  but  of  the  way,  pponithe  firfk  of  the 
ferment;  for  they  lay  all  things  upon  me,  even  fome )[ 
have  never  read." 

Lord  Oxford  now  perceived  the  ill  effedspf  his  too 
great  fcjcurity ;  but  as  he  was  fi  man  of  great  firn;ine& 
of  mind,  inftead  of  being  daunted  at  the  dangerous 
fituation  of  affairs,  he  applied  him£:lf  vigoroufly  to  re^ 
trieve  what  had  been  loft.  Swift  ipeaks  of  him  as  a 
man  fruitful  in  expedients,  and  fays,  **  He  never  jvanted 
a  referve  upon  any  emergency,  which  would  appear 
defperate  to  others :  **  and  never  did  any  eccafion  call 
more  for  the  exertion  of  fuch  talents.  The  i^rft  necef-* 
vfary  ftep  was  to  get  the  Queen  back  out  of  the  hands 
into  which  fhe  had  fallen,  and  then  to  fix  her  fteadily  in 
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the  purfpit.ojT  his  mieafures.  He  had  the  addrcfs  very 
ibon  to  iiegain  the  Queer's  favour  and  confidence ;  ani 
djc  firft  yfc  he  made  of  it  was  to  rcftore  the  Majority 
he  had  loft  in  the  Hpufc  of  Lords,  by  engaging  her  to 
dreate  twelve  new  Peers  at  once.  This,  it  muft  be  aU 
ioifved,  wasadefperateftcp,  but  thcdefpcratc  ftate  of 
their  affairs  required  it.  Swift,  in  fpcaking  of  this 
point,  fays,  **  Yet,  after  all,  it  is  ^  ftrange,  unhappy 
neceflity,  of  making  fo  many  Peers  together  j  but  the 
Queen  has  drawn  it  ujpon  herfelf  by  her  trimnfiing  and 
moderation/*  This  could  not  fail,  however,  ofraifing 
great  clamours  and  jealoufies  in  the  people.  '^  The 
adverfe  party/*  (fays  Swift  in  his  Hiftory)  "  being  thus 
driven  down  by  open  force,  had  nothing  left  but  to 
complain,  which  they  loudly  did :  that  it  was  a  pernio 
clous  example  fet  for  ill  Princes  to  follow,  who,  by  the 
fame  rule,  might  niake  at  any  time  a  hundred  as  well 
as  twelve ;  and  by  thefe  means  become  matters  of  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  whenever  they  plcafed,  which  would 
]be  dangerous  to  our  liberties/* 

This  unpopular  meafure  was  quickly  followed  by 
another;  which  raifed  a  univerfal  clamour  both  at  home- 
and  abroad ;  and  that  was,  the  <li(mi(fing  of  the  Duke 
of  Marlborough  from  all  his  employments.  This  a£tj 
whatever  danger  might  attend  it,  was,  to  the  Miniftry, 
an  aft  of  neceflity  5  for  n^atters  were  then  carried  to 
fuch  a  height,  that  there  was  no  alternative,  but  either 
the  Duke,  or  the  Miniftry,  muft  fall.  However^ 
though  it  kept  them  In  for  the  time,  it  rendered  their 
fituatiop  exceedingly  precarious.  The  people,  alarmed 
at  the  difniilTal  of  fo  great  an4  fortunate  a  General,  in 
the  midft  of  a  war,  expected  nothing  to  follow  but  a 
ihameful  Peace.  The  clamour  for  the  continuance  of 
the  war,  became  louder  than  ever,  which  was  helped 
on  by  tfie  prefence  of  l^rince  Eugene^  who  had  lately 
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arrived  in  England,  with  the  largeft  propofals  from  the 
Emperor  for  that  purpofe.  All  the  Envoys  from  the 
Allies  beftirred  themfelves  every  where  ta  raife  a  fpirit 
for  War  J  and  the  Whigs,  enraged  to  the  laft  degree, 
at  the  total  lols  of  their  power,  by  the  fall  of  their 
Chief>  left  no  ftone  unturned  to  roufe  the  people*  In 
a  (hort  time,  the  nation  feemed  to  have  but  one  voice, 
«whichwas,  for  the  continuance  of  the  war;  and  it  was 
certain,  that  if  the  Miniftry  could  not  carry  a  Peace, 
it  was  impofllblc  they  (hould  ftandr  In  this  critical  fi- 
tuation  of  affairs  it  was,  that  Swift's  talents  fhonc  forth 
•  in  their  higheft  luftre.  It  was  at  this  jundure,  that  his 
celebrated  political  Traft,  called.  The  CanduS  of  thc^ 
MUieSy  produced  fuch  marvellous  effcfts.  Never  did 
any  thing  of  that  nature  caufe  fo  fudden  a  change  in 
the  minds  of  the  people.  It  immediately  paflcd  through 
feven  editions,  and  eleven  thoufand  of  them  were  fold 
in  lefs  than  a  month.  The  Members,  during  the  rc- 
ccfs,  had  full  time  to  read  and  confider  it  well;  and 
Swift,  in  his  Journal,  gives  the  following  account  of 
the  effedts  which  it  produced,  February  4,.  171 1, 
««  The  Hbufe  of  Commons  have  this  day  made  many 
fivere  votes  about  our  being  ^abufcd  by  our  Allies* 
Thofe  who  fpoke,  drew  all  their  arguments  from  my 
book,  and  their  votes  confirm  all  I  wrote.  The  Court 
had  a  majority  of  150.  All  agree,  that  it  was  my 
book  that  fpirited  them  to  thefe  refolutions."  And 
fhortly  afterwards,  fpeaking  on  the  fame  fubjeft,  he 
fays,  February  8.  "  The  refolutions,  printed  the  other 
day  in  the  votes,  are  almofl:  quotations  from  it,  and 
would  never  have  paflcd,  if  that  book  had  not  been 
written.'*  That  Swift  had  taken  uncommon  pains 
about  th«  Tradt,  appears  from  another  paflage,  where 
be  fays,  **  it  13  fit  it  Ihould  anfwer  the  pains  1  have  beea 
at  about  it."    Thus  did  the  Doftor  amply  fulfil  his 
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^rediftion  with  regard  to  this  bopk>  in  a  paflkgc  before 
eked,  where  he  fays,    *^  We  have  no  quiet  with  the 
Whigs,  they  are  fo  violent  againft  a  Peace ;  but  I  will 
cool  them  with  a  vengeance,  vefy  foon/*     The  voice 
of.  the  Commons  was  immediately  backed  by  a  great 
majority  without  doors,  who  were  made  converts  by  the 
feme  arguments.     Thus  was  the  Miniftry  indebted  to 
Swift,  not  only  for  their  immediate  prefcfvation,  from 
a  deftruftion  which  feemed  inevitable,  but  for  fuch  a 
folid  eftablilhment  in  future>  as  could  neither  be  un« 
dermined  or  Ihaken  by  the  arts  or  violence  of  their  ene- 
mies ;  and  they  had  nothing  to  feaf,  but  from  their  own 
diflentiona  among  themfelves.     After  fo  fignal  a  fer* 
vice,  it  is  no  wonder  that  he  grew  into  the  deepeft  con-» 
fidence  with  them,  and  that  they  ever  after  chcrifhed 
him  in  their  bofoms. 

As  the  Miniftry  were  now  at  full  liberty  to  pxirfue 
their  political  plan  with  fecurity,  and  to  take  all  proper 
mcafures  towards  bringing  about  a  Peaces  Swift,  whofe 
i^tftive  fpirit  feertis  to  have  known  no  reft  at  that  junc- 
ture, and  who  was  eager  to  make  ufc  of  the  influence 
he  had  obtained,   towards  doing  fomc  great  public 
good,  laid  hold  of  this  opportunity  to  prefs  his  plan  of 
an  academy.     In  a  letter  to  the  Archbifhop  of  Dublin, 
March  29,  17 12,  he  fays,    "  I  lately  wrote  a  letter  of 
about  thirty  pages  to  Lord  Treafurer,  by  way  of  pro- 
pofal  for  an  academy, ,  to  correft,  enlarge,  arid  afcer*» 
tain  the  Englifti  language  t  and  he  and  I  have  tiamed 
above  twenty  perfons  of  both  parties  to  be  members. 
i  will  ftiortly  print  the  letter,  and  I  hope  fomething  of 
it.     Your  Grace  fees  I  am  a  projeftor  too***    In  a  fub* 
fequent  one,    he  fays,  upon  the  fame  fubjefl:,  <*  My 
Lord  Treafurer  has  often  promifed  he  will  advance  my 
clefign  of  art  aeadcmy,  fo  have  my  Lord  Keeper,  and 
all  the  Miniftersi  but  (hey  are  now  too  bufy  to  think 
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of  any  thing  befidc  what  they  have  upon  the  anvil.  Mf 
Lord,  Treafurer  and  I  have  already  pitched  upon  twenty 
nienabers  of  both  parties  j  but  perhaps  it  may  all  come 
to  nothing." 

And  afterwards,  in  another  letter,  he  fays,  '^  As  for 

0 

an  academy  lo  correft  and  fettle  our  language.  Lord 
Treafurer  talked  of  it  often  very  warmly;  but  I  doubt 
IS  yet  too  bufy  until  the  Peace  be  over/' 

Swift  indeed  foon  found,  that  his  eagernefs  to  ac- 
compli fli  a  point,  which  he  had  fo  much  at  hearty  had 
made  him  pufh  it  at  an  improper  feafon;  not  only  as 
the  hands  of  the  Miniftry  were  full,  but  as  he  himfelf 
fcad  work  enough  cut  out  for  him  of  another  kind,  A 
numerous  body  of  the  Whig  writers  were  continually, 
aflauiting  the  Miniftry,  with  the  utmoft  violence;  and 
they  relied,  for  their  defence,  on  the  fingle  arm  of  their 
p  doughty  champion.  Swift.  .    . 

On  the  other  fide,  the  two  champions,  on  wliom  the 
Whigs  moft  depended,  were  Biftiop  Burnet  and  Mr* 
Steel  (afterwards  Sir  Richard)  well  known  to  thie  world 
as  writer  of  the  greateft  number  of  thofe  ingenious 
Effays,  whicli  appeared  under  the  titles  of  the  Tatlers, 
Speftators,  and  Guardians.  They  placed  great  hopes 
in  two  pamphlets,  publilhed  about  this  time;  one  by 
Bilhpp. Burnet,  under  the  title  of  Jn  Introduilion  to  the 
third  Volume  of  bis  Hijiory  of 'the  Reformation:  the  other 
by  Mr.  Steele,  called,  The  Crijts.  Thcfe  two  werr 
ymmediately  anfwered  by  Swift,  with  fuch  infinite  hu- 
mour, wit,  ridicule,  and 'ftrength  of  argument,  as  not 
only  blunted  the  edge  of  thofe  pieces,  bot  lowered  the 
confequence  of  the  Authors  themfelves  fo  much^  by; 
raifing  the  laugh  ftrongly  againft  tHem,  as. to  deprive 
them'  of  the  power  of  doing  future  rnifchief.y  We  may 
judge  of  t^e  effeft  wKicTi  thofe 'twp  pamphlets  *  muff 
feavc* ptbdxjcedat  thi't  cfritiq^al  time^'  *hen'we  conft'deV 
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Vi'th  wKdt  delight  they  arc  reid  At  thisda/i  &h  adcounf 
of  thdr  intrihfic  merit,  though  we  are  little  incerefted 
with  regard  to  the  events  which  gave  them  birth;  Thii 
indeed  diftingdiflies  Swift's  political  trafts  frorti  alF 
Othefs ;  that  tKefe  were  written  for  a  day  j  h\ii  for  per- 
petuity t  they  borrowed  their  chief  merit  from  circHm^ 
ttaiices  and  times  J  his,  from,  the  immenfitypT  his  ge-^ 
ftius;  their  chief  value  arofc  from  fafliioh)  his,  from 
Weight.  And  he  fcems  to  have  had  the  fdme  advantage 
over  his  antagoniftsj  as  Isomer  has  given  to  Achilles; 
by  cloath?ng  him  in   celeftial  armour,  .aiid  furniftiing 

'•■  i^,  ^^,..  , 

him  with  weapons  of  ethereal  temper. 

It  may  perhaps  feenri  Turprifing,  that  after  lo  rtlinjf 
dnd  fuch  important  fervices,  Swift  fliould  have  fe'^ 
iliained  fo  long  without  preferment^  or  reward  of  anj^ 
kind ;  and  the  Miniftry  have  on  that  account  been  char- 
feed  with  ingratitude  to.wafds  him.  But  tliey  were  ht 
from  being  unmindful  of  his  merits,  and  had  rccom^ 
mended  hirri. to  the  Queen  to  fill  a  vacant  Biftloplficki 
But  the  Duchefs  of  Somierftt^  who  entertained  an  im-*' 
placable  hatredagainft  him>  determined  to  move  rtei^j 
ven  and  Earth  to  prevent  his  promotion  taking  plactf* 
She  fii-ft  prevailed  on  the  Archbifhop  of  York  to  oppol<5 
it,  whofe  remarkable  expreflion  to  the  Qyeen  was^  Thai 
her  Majeftyjhmldhejure  thai  the  man  whVmjhz  Hvns  going  th 
fnake  4BiJhopy  wai  a  Cbrijlian.  But  as  he  could  give  nd 
better  colour  for  this  furmifej  than  that  Swift  was  fup* 
pofed  to  be  the  Author  of  the  Tale  of  a  f  ^^i  thtf 
feifhop  was  confidercd  as  a(^ing  offieioufly,  out  of  tod 
indifcrcet  a  2eali  and  his  interpbfition  was  of  no  avail. 
The  Duchefs  then  went  in  perfon  to  the  Queen,  and,, 
throwing 'herieTf  on  her  knees^  entreated,  with  tears  i it 
Ker  eyes,  that' fhe  would  not  give-the  Bifhoprick  to 
Swift  i  at  the  fame  time  prelenting  to  her  that  exccf^ 
jivejy  bitter  copy  of  vcffes>  which  Swift  had  written 
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aga'mft  her,  called.  The  Wind/or  Prophecy^^  The  Quccilj^ 
upon  reading  them,  was  ftung  with  rcfentment  at  the 
very  fevere  treatrnent  which  he  had  given  toa  Lajdy>  who 
was  known  to  Hand  highly  in  her  favour,  and  as  a  mark 
of  her  difpltafure,  pafled  Swift  by>  and  bellowed  the 
BiQioprick  on  another. 

As  ibon  as  it  was  known  that  Swift  was  in  difgrace 
with  the  Queen,  his  enemies  began  to  attack  him  from 
all  quarters  i  and,  as  is  ufual  in  fuch  cafes,  his  Court 
friends  in  general  either  deferted  him,  or  looked  coldly^ 
<^  lwm>  There  were  feveral  fpeeches  made  againfl 
him,  both  in  the  Houfe  of  I^rds  and  Commons;  par- 
ticularly by  the  Earl  of  Nottingham  in  the  (otrntT^  and 
Mr.  Walpole  (afterwards  Sir  Robert)  and  Mr.  Aiflabie> 
who.  had  before  profeflcd  much  friendlhip  for  him,  in 
the  fotien  The  Scotch  Lords  went  in  a  body  to  the 
Queen,  to  complain  of  the  Author  of  a  Pamphlet, 
called  Tbepuilic/pirif  of  the  Whigs^  in  which  were  ma- 
ny paflfages  highly  injurious  to  the  honour  of  their  na- 
tion, and  defiring  that  the  Author  might  be  brought  to 
•  condign  puniflimcnt.  Accordingly,  a  reward  was  of- 
fered by.  proclamation,  of  three  hundred  pounds,  for 
the  difcovcry  of  the  Author  of  that  piece.  But  Swift 
was  a  man  of  too  much  courage,  and  knew  his  own 
|kreng(Ktoo  well,  to  be  much  alarmed  at  all  thefe  threat- 
,^ning  appearances.  Inftekd  of  retiring,  he  (lood  boldly 
on  hia  defence.  His  friend  Lord  Oxford  too^,  and  the 
ircft  of  the  Miniftry,  cfpoufed  his  caufc  (b  warmly,  and 
exerted  their  influence  fo  firongly  in  his  behalf,  that 
he  foon  appeared  agaia  at  Court  in  higher  favour  than 
even 

In  April  1713,  foon  after  the  concFufion  of  the  peace, 
he  was  appointed  Diean  of  St.  Patrick's  in  Dublin ;  and 
tn  the  beginning  of  June  fbltowing  he  fee  ouc  for  Ire- 
land,, in  ordier  to  be  inftalled.  His^  intention  was,  to 
.!.  rake 
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taltt  up  his  rcfidcnoe  there  for  fome  time  j  but  the  Mi- 
niftrjr,  to  whom  his  presence  was  become  neceflary^ 
would  not  fufier  it;  and  were  fo  iniportunate  for  hU 
rcturo,  that,  after  he  had  paffed  thro*  the  neceffafy 
formsj  and  recovered  from  an  indifpofidon,  which  had 
confined  him  fooie  time  at  his  living  in  the  country,  he 
returned  to  London,  tho'  very  unwillingly  *.  Upon 
his  arrival,  he  found  his  prefence  neccflary  on  two  very 
material  accounts.  One  was,  to  prevent  if  poflibie  a 
rupture  between  the  Minifters,  which  was  daily  threat- 
eoedy  as  they  had  no  longer  the  ^ie  of  common  danger 
to  cement  them,   fince  the  xonclufion  of  the  Peace,: 

the  other  was,  to  defend  the  Articles  of  that  Peace.; 

...  A.         . 

which  were  pow  violently  attacked-  In  the  fprmer  of 
thefc  points,  he  fuccecded  for  fome  time  fo  far  as  to 
make  them  keep  fair  appearances  towards  ^ach  othe^, 
whatever  ill  will  might  be  rankling  in  their  hearts.  And 
with  regard  to  the  latter,  he  applied  himfelf  to  the 
finifhing  of  the  Hiftory  of  the  Peace  of  Utrecht,  in 
isrhich  he  had  made  a  confiderable  progrefs,  before  he 
had  gone  to  take  pofTeflion  of  his  Deanery.  He  was 
likewife  particularly  employed  at  this  jundture  with  re- 
lation to  the  affairs  of  Ireland,  where  party ^^rage  had 
at  that  time  broken  out  into  feveral  violent  and  danger- 
ous a£ts.  When  he  had  finifticd  the  Hiftory,  he  put 
it  into  the  hands  of  Lprd  Oxford  and  .  Lord  Boling- 
broke,  in  order  that  it  might  be  publifhed;  and  foon 
after  returned  to  his  Deanry.  But  he  had  fcarcely  ar- 
rived there,  when  there  were  a  f  hundred  letters  fent 

*  In  A  letter  to  the  Archbiihop  of  Dubliny  dated  from  Ireland,  he 
faysy  **  If  yopr  Cr^ce  goeth  to  I^ondon  from  the  Qath,  I  believe  I  may 
Juive  the  honour  of  waiting  on  you^  altho'  I  fliall  do  all  in  iny  power  ^ 
to  fave  the  trouble  of  fuch  a  journeyi  which  neither  my  fortune  nor  my 
ft^ih  will  very  well  bear." 

t  See  Swift's  letter  to  the  l»te  ]S«rl  of  Oxford. 
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^ftcr  hitn  to  recaU  him^witb  all  fpeed,  Jn  orcjer  to  vfe 
Jiis.endeavbui-s  to  J-econCile  tfie  Minifter's ;  whda  foon  a^- 
t^r  he  had  rurqed  his  b4ct',  had  come  to  ail'6pen  Vifpture'. 
"Upon  this  intelligence.    Swift  returned  tnamecjiately^, 
thql'  he  had  fcarce  been  a  fortnight  in  Dublin.     Upoii 
tiTS  arrival/  he  cdhtrived  to  bring  t3fd"Okford  an^ 
lior^  Bblingbroke  together  at  Lord  Maftanri'ss  where 
Jie:  was  left  alpnc  witK  them,  and  expollulatfcd  ireeljr 
with  b'olKi  biit  to  little  effed.    HoweveVj^t^iey  agreed  tb 
goto  Wi«dfor  together  the  next  day  .^Swift:}  hoping  thcjr 
'mijght  coaie  to  a  more  free  explanation  in  a  tete  a  tite^ 
?han  in' the  prefehcc  of  a  third'peffoir,'  jpretehded  bulT- 
liefs  the  next  naorning:^'  and  Tent  therp  together  to  Wirid^ 
for.     He  followed  foon  after^,  but  fpurtd  liis  fchenfne 
had  nQt  produced  the  defired  effeft.    He  had  one  meet- 
ing ndofrc  with  them,  and  finding  the  breach  ifrecoilr 
file^ble,   he  tdld  thenft/He  refqlved  to  retire,  faying^ 
fhat,  as  hrc  was  a  common  friend  to  Wtjt,   he  woolcj 
pot,  upon  a  breach,   takp  part  with  either.     And  as  he 
forcfaw -nothing  from  their'difunion,  Ijat  whit  woulcj 
be  fatal  to  thp  general  intercft^  he  wa§  dete^;:mined  tq 
have  no  farther  concern  with  public  W^xti.     Sv^ift  Oli 
this  ocpafiqn  ^fted  the  part  of  a  zealous  and  difintc- 
ixfted  friend,    but  he  found  no  one;fd  fecond  \i\ta\ 
yrhich  he  laments  in  fevcral  places,'  as  he  imagined  If 
pthers  had  done  their  duty  i  reconcilement  might  have 
been  cfFeftec}.     In  a  letter  to  Mr.  Pope,  he  fays,  *^I 
pnly  wilh  niy  endeavours  had  Succeeded  better,  in  thq 
g;reat  point  I  had  at  Heart,  which  was  that  of  reconci- 
ling the  Minifters  to  each  other.     This  might  hayq 
been  done,  if  others,  who  had  more  concern,  and  more 
influence^  woujd  have  afted  their  parts  \   and  if  this; 
had  fuccepded^  the  public   intereft,  both  of  Churcl^ 
and  State,  would  not  have  been  the  worfc,  nor  the 
Protcftant  Supccffion   endangered."     But  S>yift  wa^ 
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^ro^ablj  the  oijly  man  among  them,  who  had  ^either 
the  mterclt  of  "the  public/ or  ^of  the  Mm  ifters'aVheVrV: 
^hc  reft.feeni  rathir  to  have  been  wholly  intent  upon 
cbnfidering  how  thnr,  own  private  advaritjagelnight  hfe 
promoted  by  this  breach,  and  lifted  thcmfelve^  unde)* 
*the  fevcral  leaders  with  this  view.  .'  Had  Swi^t been  ^' 
felfifh  maji;  He  nfiight  certainly  have  made'wKat  termt 
he  pleafed'j'as'  his  weight,  thrown  irit9"  either  fcale, 
would  have  beep  of  great  moment.  Btft  he  was  ^dui* ' 
ated  upon  this  occafion  by  that  high  principle  of  ;no- 
hour,  frpm  >yhiich  he  neyer  fwerved  in  the.w)}oie  coiirj^ 
of  hislife.       '  .  .    •/  '      •'    '■  ^'  ' 


•  By  faftion' tir'd,  with  gri*f  ^he  MiraitsH-iyhilei-  ' 
His  great  contiendingfiriehds 'to  rtcoAciTfe?''  !  -^ 
Pcrfbrhii  whit'frien'dfhi)3y  juftite,  trUth-tt^airfc ;'  > 
What  could  he  more,  but  decently  fttif*?    •  ^ 


■I'-'     '.I'         V  .'J'i  ,-«..-»r>f 


After  his  laft  froitlefs  confeiienc©  with  the  Minifter* 
Swift  imrhcdiitcly  retired, -is  he.  faid/te  w,ou)d>  "to  a 
friend^s  houie  »a  Berkfliirc.  J3ut  thi«  rottremcn/('<  w^ 
•not  owing  tb'a  jtimid.  difpofttioi;, -  whioh  mightl>prompf 
liim  to  be.  out  of  fiarm^sjwajrjat.this  .di^gerous.  juxi^ 
turc^  nor;  to  a  principle  of  trirnrriit^,  which  m4gh^i^|l. 
ducehimto  licupoathc  luTofc  \till  hc-fevr^which  ^any 
in  the  Miniftry  ihould  gain*  the  afcendant  s .  na/  it  wa& 
Trom  a  motiv>e  confonanr  to  the  hoblends  of  his  miixt 
He  h^d  alreiady  acquitted  himfelf  to  theutmoS  in  pohit 
of  friendlhip  to  the  Minifters ;  '^and  by  endeavouring  to 
unite  themy  had  taken  the  ihorteft  an^  fureft-  way  to 
fervc  the  common  caufc.  When  this  was  found  imt 
practicable,  he  thought  l>is  duty  to  the  public,  at  (b 
critical  a  conjuncture,  piaramount  to  all  other  conOder^ 
^tipi^s  Whatfocverj   h*  Iheftfore  retired^  in  order  tj)i 

f  Swift's  verfes  o»  himfflf*  .      ,,.       .  .       *. 

Q  4  have 
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have  Icifure  to  lay  open  to  the  World  the  true  eaufe$  of 
the  violent  diforder^  of  the  State,  let  it  offend  whom  it 
wowldi  ^nd  to  point  ouc  the  only  remedies  that  could 
cffcft  4  eure,  however  unpalatable  they,  tni^ht  prove  to 
fome  of  hip  beft  friends^  ,  It  w?i§  on  thi$  o^cafion  that 
he  wrpte  that  fpirited  Paniphlet,   called,   Some  fre^ 

Xkough^  upon  thefrefent  StaU  q/  /Affairs  \  in  vfhich,  with 
jgreat  boWncfs,  he  charges  the  Minifters;  a$  the  chief 
tiw(^i  of  the  reigning  diforders,  frcrm  their  mlfcondudt  j 
lind  layp  the  greatcft  load  of  blame  oji  the  ll'^an  whoni 
lie  Jovcd  beft  in  the  world.  Lord  Oxford,  A^ing  ia 
f his,  like  a  friendly  and  ikilful  furgeon,  who  lays  opeii 
the  for?  to jhe  bottom,  however  painful  the  operation 
may  prove  to  the  p^icnt,  when  he  feesi  no. other  way 
of  preventing  ^  gangrenct  The  genera)  blame  which 
he  thrp^^.o^t  uppAthe  M.iniftry,  i$  prefaqsd  in  this 
manner  ;  **  It  may  be  mattei;  of  no  little  admiration^ 
io  confider,  in  fome  lights,  theftatc  of:afFair8  among 
«$  for  four  years  paft.  The  CJueen,  finding  herfelf  and 
the  niujority  of  her  kingdom  grown  weary  of  the  avar 
irice  aqd  the  infolence,  the  miftaken  politic$  and  dor 
|lni4^ive  principles  of  her  former  Minifters  s  call$  to 
:f he  fervicc  of  the  public  another  fct  of  men,  wlio,  by 
^nfeffion  of  their  eneaiiesi  had  equal  abilities,  at 
leaft,  vith  their  predeceflbrs  j  whofe  intcreft  made  it 
|ieci;flary  for  them  (altho'  their  inclinations;  had  been 
Othervid:)  to  aS;  upon  thofe  maxims  which  were  mo^ 
:|Lgreeable  to  the  Conjditutlon  in  Church  and  State  ^ 
irhpfe  birth  and  patrimonies  gave  them  weight  in  the 
liation,  ^nd  who  (i  fpeak  of  thofe  who  were  to  have  the 
f  hief  part  in  affairs)  ^xad  long  lived  under  the  ftrifteft 
1ic»^d5  Qf  fripsdibip,  With  all  thefe  advantages,  fup- 
J^r^4  by  ?»  v?lft  inajftriiy  0f  xhfi  landed  interefti  ani^ 
fhe  ioferipr  C^cr^  tp  a  man,  we  have  fevcfal  times  fecu 

|)|e  pr? f?nt  4^(Hini|lra«0fl  i^  the  grc^teft  M^^h  an4 
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ircry  near  the  brink  of  ruin,  together  with  the  caufc 
of  the  Church  and  Monarchy  committed  to  their 
charge :  neither  doeis  it  "appear  to  me,  at  the  minute  I 
am  now  writing,  that  their  power  or  duration  is  upon 
any  tokrable  foot  of  fecurity ;  which  I  do  not  fo  much 
impute  to  the  addrels  and  induftry  of  their  enemies,  as 
to  fome  failures  among  themfelves,  which  I  think  have 
been  full  as  vifible  in  their  caufes,  as  their  eflfcfts." 

He  then  proceeds  to  enumerate  feveral  of  thofc  fail- 
ings, among  which,  that  which  is  mentioned  in  the 
following  paragraph  is  particularly,  levelled  at  Lord 
Oxford.  "  I  muft  therefore  take  the  boldnefs  to  affert, 
that  all  thcfc  difcontents,  how  ruinous  foever  they  may 
prove  in  fheix  confcquences,  have  moft  unneceffarily 
artfen  from  the  want  of  a  due  communication  znd  concerts 
Every  man  muft  have  a  light  fuificient  for  the  length  of 
the  way  he  is  appointed  to  go :  there  is  a  degree  of 
confidence  due  to  all  ftations ;  and  a  petty  conftablc 
will  neither  aft  chearfully,  nor  wifely^  without  that 
Ihare  of  it,  which  properly  belongs  to  him :  altho'  the 
main  fpring  of  a  watch  be  out  of  fight,  there  is  an  in- 
termediate communication  between  it  and  the  fmallefl: 
wheel,  or  elfe  no  ufeful  motion  could  be  performed^ 
.This  referved,  myftcrious  way  of  a^ing,  upon  point*: 
where  there  appeared  not  the  leaft  occafion  for  it,  and 
towards  perfoos,  who,  at  leaft  in  right  of  their  pofts, 
expe&ed  a  more  open  treatmenti  Was  imputed  to  fome 
hidden  dcfign,  which  every  man  conjefttired  to  be  the 
very  thing  he  was  moft  afraid  of» 

*^  But  the  efFefts  of  this  myftical  manner  of  proceed- 
ing did  not  end  beret  for  the  late  difTentions  between 
^e  great  men  at:  Court  (which  have  been  for  fome  time 
paft  the  pubUc  entertainment  of  every  coflfee-houfe) 
9rt  f^id  to  have  arifen  from  the  fame  fountain ;  while^ 
90  one  fide^  very  great  refcrve,  and  CWtainJy  very  great 

rcfentment 


\ 


refentmcnt  on  thq  other,  have  inflaoied  ^nimofities  to 
Tiich  a  height,  as  to  make  a^l  reconcilement  impfaftt- 
cable.  SuppoGng  this  to  be  true,  it  may  ferve  for  k 
great  leflbh  of  humiliation  to  mankind,  to  behold  the 
habits  and  paQioris  of  nnien,  otherwife  highly  accom- 
plrlted,  triumpTiing  over  iritereft,  friendftiip,  honour, 
and  their,  own  perfonal  fafety,  as  well  as  that  of  thefr 
^country;  arid  probably' of  a  moft  gracious. Princefs, 
who  had  ept:r.ufted  it  to  them.  *' A  ftiip's  crew  quarrel- 
ling in  a  ftbrm,  or  while  their  enemies  are  within  eun- 
ihot,  is  .but  a  ifAtit  idea  of  this  fatal  irtfatuauon ;  of 
yhich,  altho'  it  be  hard  to  fay  enough,'  fpftq  people 
'rnay  thinlc  perhaps  I  have  already  faid  too  mgch." 

From  the  above  paffages,'it  is  clear  that  *S wife  was 
ctetermined  not  to  fpare  the  incifion  knife  on  this  occa- 
jBon.     And  fronrl  the  whole  drift  of  the  parfipTilet,  it  is 
'iiighly  probable^'  he  had  difcovcre^  that  both  Lord  Ox- 
/ord  and  Lord  Bolingbroke,  had  long 'fincelqfl:  fight  of 
^thc  public  intereft,  which  had  at  firil  cenriented  theni, 
,^nd  had  each  ho  other  objefl;  in  view,  but  that  of  gr^- 
^tifying  hi?  apnbitioji.     ft  could  not  efcape  a  man  of  his 
(penetration,  that  they  were  in  the  cpndition  of  Pompey 
ajid  Cadfar;  whereof  the  one  could  not  bear  an  equal, 
*nor  the  other  a  fuperior.     He  rcfolved  therefore  to  le- 
.parate  himfelf  from  them  both,  and  try  what  he  could 
do  apart  for  the  public  intereft.     As  he  found  private 
admonition  ineffeftual  to  perfuade,  he  determined  to 
try  whether  public  ftiame,  and  the  fear  of  the  total  de- 
fertion  of  their  party,  might  not  compel  theni  to  a  dif- 
charge  of  their  duty.     He  pointed  out  the  only  means 
which  could  efFeftually  put  things  once  rnore  on  a  pro- 
per footing!  and  as  he  well  knew  Lord  Oxford's  un-» 
y^iUingnefs  to  purfue  thofe  means,  he  was  refolved  to 
(Irive  him  to  it,    thro'  the  fear  of  his  being  deferted 
otherwife  bpth  by  his  party,  and  the  Queen  ;  which  is 

^videnUy 
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evidently  the  tendency  of  the  laft  paragraph  in  this 
pieced  "To  conclude*:  the  only  way  of  fecuring  thi 
Conftitution  in  Church  and  State,  and  cohfeijuently  this 
very  Proteftant  Succeffibh'  itfelf,  will  be  t*hc '  Icffcning 
the  power  of  our  domeftic  adverfaries  as  much  as  cafi 
poffibly  confift  with  the  lenity  of  our  Government  5  and 
if  this  be  not  fpeedily  done,  //  will  be  ujy  to  point  wheh 
the  nation  is  to  fix  the  blame t'  Yor,  we  are  very  well  aflih-' 
iiAy  that  fince  the  account* her  Majcfty  received  of  thfe 
cabah,  the  triumphs,  the  ^nfolent  behaviour  of  tht 
whole  faftfon  during  her  late  illnefs  at  Windfor/^i?  ^tf^ 
hem  as  willing  to  Jee  them  deprived  of  all  power  to' do  mi^ 
chief  zs  ihy  of  her  moft  jsealous  and  loyal  fubjefts  can 
(defire/^-  ' 

There  was  no  opportunity  however-  of  trying  what 
cffcft.  this  Piece  would  have  had,  as  the  death  of  the 
Queen,  foon  after  it  went  to  prefs,  put  a  ftop  to  thte 
'publication.  This  event  al'fo  put  an  end  to  all  Swift's, 
noble  defigns  for  the  public  benefit^  and  cqt  off  it 
once  all  his  own  fiiture  profpecls.  This  was  a  terrible 
Mow  to  the  whole  party;  but,  tho*"  it  was  felt  by  no 
one  more  feverely  than  by  Swift,  he  had  too  much  fbf-f 
jitude  to  fink  under  it.  There  is  an  admirable  pifture 
given  of  him  upon  this  occafion,  by  a  few  ftrokesof 
the  mafterly  hand  of  an  Arbuthnot  *•  "  I  have  feei^ 
^  letter  from  Dean  Swift  j  he  keeps  up  his  nob^e  fpirit, 
and  tho*  like  a  man  knocked  down,  you  may  behold 
him  (till  with  a  ftern  countenance^  and  aiming  a  blo^ 
^t  his  adverfaries.'* 

In  a  few  weeks  after  this  cvenr.  Swift  returned  to 
his  Deanery  in  Ireland^  where  he  CQntinue4  many  yeai^t 
without  vifiting  England.  -     ' 

Before  we  Accompany  hint)  into  exile,  for  as  fuch  he 
I^V^ys  confidcred  it>  let  us  take  a  review  of  hi?  conduft 

•  JUctt^r  tp  Pope, 

during 


^  >v 
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during  the  moft  dilKnguiQicd  asra  of  his  life,  when  h^ 

had  an  opportunity  of  difplaying  all  the  great  talents  of 

his  ramd,  and  the  excellent  qualities  of  his  heart,  in  a 

inoft  conljpicuous  light.     His  engaging  with  the  new 

Miniftry  was  not  either  the  effeft  of  a  fudden  refolu- 

tion,  or  of  accident.    He  had  long  forefeen  the  change^ 

nnd  determined  what  part  he  fliould  take,  whenever  ijC 

ibould  be  brought  about;  altho'  he  prudently  con- 

..cealed  his  thoughts,  till  the  event  happened.     It  wais 

before  mentioned,   that  Mr.  Harley  had  very  nearly 

JTucceeded  in  fupplanting  the  Whig  Miniftry  in  the  year 

.J708,  two  years  before  he  aftually  effcfted  it.     While 

this  was  in  agitation,  we  find  that  Swift  infiniutes  his 

<>wn  intentions  to  his  friend  the  Archbiihop  of  Dublin, 

in  a  leuer  dated  November  9,  1708.     "  Altho*  I  care 

i^^t  to  mingle  public  affairs  with  the  intereft  of  fo  pri-> 

yate  a  perfon  as  myfelf,  yet,  upon  fuch  a  revolutioqp 

DOt  knowing  how  far  my  friends  may  endeavour  to  en~ 

^age  me  in  the  fervice  of  a  new  Govjernment,  1  would 

,  beg  your  Grace  to  have  favourable  thoughts  of  me  on 

fuch  an  occafion  1  and  to  aflure  you,  that  no  prolpe6t  of 

making  my  fortune,  (hall  ever  prevail  upon  me  to  gp 

againft  what  becometh  a  man  of  confcience  and  truth> 

and  an  entire  friend  to. the  eftablifhed  Church/' 

However,  as  the  defign  failed  at  that  time.  Swift 
made  no  advances  to  the  Tories,  but  kept  himfelf  at 
large,  waiting  for  the  event  i  which  he  forefaw  would 
certainly  be  brought  about  in  time.  He  had  leifure 
mean  while  to  lay  down  to  himfelf  the  maxims  by  which 
^bis  conduft  Ihould  be  regulated,  whenever  fuch  a  revo- 
lution Ihould  take  place. 

As  there  was  much  obloquy  thrown  on  the  charac- 
ter of  Swift,  on  account  of  his  fuppofed  dcfertipiii  qf 
the  Whigs,  and  going  over  to  the  Tories,  as  fobn  a$ 
f  hey  got  intopowerj  it  will  be  proper  to  examine  what 

fQunda^ 
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fcurvdatioa  tht  Whigs  had  for  fuch  a  charge  againft 
him* 

Swift,  in  his  Memoirs  relative  to  the  change  in  the 
(^ccn's  Miniftry,  gives  the  following  account  of  his 
6rft  introduftion  to  the  Leaders  of  the  Whig  party. 
Speaking  of  his  Pamphlet,  entitled  The  Centers  and 
Dijfmtions  of  the  Nobles  and  Commons  in  Athens  and  Rome^ 
i^c.  he  fays :  **  This  difcourfe  I  fent  very  privately  to 
the  prefs,  with  the  ftrifteft  injunftions  to  conceal  the 
author,  and  returned  immediately  to  my  refidence  ii» 
Ireland.  The  book  was  greedily  bought  and  reads 
and  charged,  fometimcs  upon  Lord  Sommers>  and 
fometimes  upon  the  Bifhop  of  Salilbury  ;  the  latter  of 
whom  told  me  afterwards,  that  he  was  forced  to  difowtx 
k  in  a  very  public  manner,  for  fear  of  an  impeachment, 
wherewith  he  was  threatened. 

/  "  Returning  next  year  for  England,  and  hearing, of 
the  great  approbation  this  piece  had  received,  which 
was  the  firft  I  ever  printed,  I  muft  confefs  the  vanity  of 
a  young  man  prevailed  with  me,  to  let  toyfelf  baknown 
for  the  author:  upon  which  ray  Lords  Sommers  and 
^allifax,  as  well  as  the  BiQiop  abovcmentioned,  deli- 
red  my  acquaintance,  with  great  marks  of  eftcem,  and 
profcffions  of  kindnefs :  not  to  mention  the  Earl  of 
Sunderland,  who  had  been  of  my  old  acquaintance. 
They  lamented  that  they  were  notable  to  ferve  me  fincc 
the  death  of  the  King,  and  were  very  liberal  in  promU 
fing.  mc  the  greatcfl:  preferments  I  could  hope  for,  if 
ever  it  came  in  their  power.  IJoon  grew  domeftic  with 
Lord  Halifax,,  and  was  as  often  with  Lord  Sopmers, 
as  the  formality  of  his  natui-e  (the  only  unconverfable 
fault  he  had)  made  it  agreeable  to  me*       .  . 

"It  was  then  I  tjegan  to  trouble  myfelf  with:  the  drf^ 
fcrcnce  between  the  principlc$  of  Whig  and  Tory;  ha^ 
V^&  (pffl^rfy"  employed  wyfclf  ia  other,  and  I  think^ 
r     '  much 
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much  better  fpeculatioris  i  t  talked  often  t^ith  Lora 
Sommers  upon  this  fubjeft ;  told  him,  that  having  been 
long  converfant  with,  the  (5reek  and  Roman  Authors^ 
and  therefore  a  lover  of  liberty,  I  found  myfclf  much 
inclined  to  be  what  they  called  a  Whig  in  politicks  j 
and  that  befides,  I  thought  it  impofliblei  upon  znf 
other  principles,  to  defend  the  Revolution  i  but  as  to 
ifeligion,  I  confefs  myfelf  to  be  a  HighChurchmani 
and  that  I  did  not  conceive  how  any  one,  who  wore  the 
Eabit  of*  a  Clergynian,  could  be  otherwife.  -  That  I 
had  obferv^ed  very  well  with  what  infolence  and  haughti- 
pels  feme  Lords  of  the  High-church  pstrty  treated,  not 
only  their  own  Chaplains,  but  all  other  Clergymen 
tvhatfoever  j  and  thought  thi^  fufficiently  rccompenfedj, 
by  their  profeffions  of  zeal  to  the  church.  That  I  had 
obferved  the  Whig  Lords  took  a  direft  contrary  mea* 
furc;  treated  the  perfons  of  particular  Clergymen  with 
great  courtefy,  but  (hewed  much  ill-will  and  contempt 
for  the  order  in  general.  That  1  knew  it  was  ncceffary 
for  their  party  to  make 'their  bottom  as  widb  as  they 
could,  by  taking  all  denortiinations  of  Proteftants  to  hi 
members  of  their  bodv.  That  I  would  not  enter  into 
the  mutual  reproaches  madfe  by  the  violent  men  on  ei-* 
ther  fides  but  that  the-  connivance  or  encouragement 
given  by  the  Whigs,  to  thofe  writers  of  pamphlets  who 
reflefted  on  the  whole  body  of  the  Clergy,  without  any 
exception,  would  unite  the  Church,  as  one  man,  to 
oppofc  them  ;  and  that  I  doubted  his  Lordfliip's  friends 
did  not  confider  the  cdnfcquence  of  this.  My  Lord 
Sommers,  in  appearance,  entered  very  warmly  into  the 
Tame  opinion,  and  faid  very  much  of  the  endeavours 
he  had  often  ufcd,  to  rcdrefs  the  evil  I  complained  ofj 
This  his  Lordfliip,  as  well  as  my  Lord  Halifax,  to 
ivhorh  I  hare  talked  in  the  fame  mannei-,  can' very  well 
remember,  and  I  have  indeed  been  told^-by  an  ho'-^ 
^"^5  nourabW 
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nourable  gentleman  of  the  fame  party,  that  both  their 
Lbrdfhips,  about  the  time  of  Lord  Go^plphin^s  remo- 
val, did,  upon  occafipn,  call  to  mind  what  I  had  faid' 
to  them  five  years  before." 

Hence  it  appears  evidently,  that  though  Swift  agreecf 
with  the  Whigs  in  his' political  principles,  he  differed, 
totally  froni  them  in  thofe  which  regarded  the  Church,' 
and  therefore  was  confidered  by  them  only  as  a  half*-' 
brother  j  on  which  account  they  were  not  very  folicU* 
tous  to  give  him  any  preferment,  though,  they  wifliecf 
to  keep  upon  good  terms  with  him.  By  ijiaking  maiiy 
fair  promifcs,  which  it  feenis  they  had  no  intention  to^ 
perform.    Of  this  we  have  already  feen  inftances  in  the* 
affair  of  his  Secretarylhip  to  Vienna,  and  the  Bifhopriclc 
of  Virginia,     Stung  with  this  treatn^ent,  he  bfojce  off 
all  connexion  with  them  long  before. he  had  accefs  to* 
any  of  the  Leaders  pf  the  Tory,  party,  and  while  the 
Whigs  were  yet  in  the  plenitude  of  power.     Nay,  Jic 
went  farther,  .and  publifhed  feveralpieces  in  pppofitioii 
to  their  meafures.     Of  which  take  the  following  ac-: 
count,   given    by   himfclf  in  his  Memoirs,  Csfr.     ".  t 
mentioned  tjiefe  infignificant  particulars,  as  it  wijl  be* 
cafily  judged,  for  fome  reafohs  that  are  purely  pcrfqnaf 
to  myfclf  J  it  having  been  objefted  by  fevcral  of  thofe 
poor  pamphleteers,  who  have  blotted  fo  much,  paier,  to 
fliew  their  malice  againft  me,  that  I  was  a  favourer  of 
the  Low -party.     Whereas  it  has  been  mahifcft  t6  ail- 
men,    that  during  the  highcft  dominion  of  that  fa^ionV 
I  had  publifhed  fevcral  Tradtg  in  oppofition  to  the  mea- 
sures then  taken.     P'or  inflance,  A  Projeft  for  the  Re-^ 
formation  of  Manners,^  in  a  Letter  to  the  Countefs  of 
Berkeley.;    The  Sentiments  of  a  Church-of-Bngland- 
Man  J    An  Argument  againft  abolifhing  Chrifliahityt 
and,  jaftly/  A  Letter  ,to  a  Member,  of  Parliament,! 
againft  taking  off  the  Tcft  in  Ireland^  which  1  Have  alV 
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ready  mentioned  to  have  been  publilhed  at  the  time  the 
Earl  of  Wharton  was  fetting  out  to  his  government  of 
that  kingdom.'* 

The  fame  cry  about  quitting  the  Whigs  was  raifed 
a^gainfthim  in  Ireland,  of  which  he  takes  the  following 
notice,  in  his  Journal  to  Stella.  "  Why  Ihould  the 
Whigs  think  I  came  to  England  to  leave  them  ?  furc 
my  journey  was  no  fecret.  I  proteft  fincerely  I  did  all 
1  could  to  hinder  it,  as  the  Dean  can  tell  you,  although 
How  I  do  not  repent  it.  But  who  the  Devil  cares  what 
tjicy  think?  Am  I  under  obligations  in  the  Icaft  to  any 
of  them  all?  Rot  them,  for  ungrateful  dogs,  I'll  make, 
them  repent  their  ufage  before  I  leave  this  place.  They 
fay  here  the  fame  thing  of  my  leaving  the  Whigs ;  but 
they  own  they  cannot  blame  me,  confidcring  the  treat- 
ment I  have  had." 

On  his  arrival  in  London,  he  fays,  "  The  Whigs  are 
ravifhed  to  fee  me,  and  would  lay  hold  on  me  as  a  twig, 
•while  they  arc  drowning,  and  the  great  men  are  ma- 
king me  their  clumfy  apologies,  fcf^.  But  my  Lord 
I'reafurer  (Godolphin)  received  me  with  a  great  deal 
of  coldnefS|  which  has  enraged  me  fo,  I  am  almoft 
Towing  revenge."  Soon  after  he  fays,  "  At  ten  I  went 
to  the  CofFce-houfe,  hoping  to  find  Lord  Radnor, 
whom  I  had  not  feen.  He  was  there ;  and  for  an  hour 
aiid  a  half  wc  talked  treafon  heartily  againft  the  Whigs, 
their  bafenefs  and  ingratitude.  And  I  am  come  home 
rpUing  refentments  in  my  mind,  and  framing  fchemcs 
of  revcnc^e;  full  of  which,  having  written  down  fomc 
hints,  I  go  to  bed."  In  another  place,  "  'Tis  good  to 
fee  what  a  lamentable  confefllon  the  Whigs  all  make 
me  of  my  ill  ufage,  but  I  mind  them  not.  I  am  al- 
ready reprcfented  to  Harley  as  a  difeontented  perfon, 
tliat  was  ufed  ill  for  not  being  Whig  enough  ;  and  I 
hope  for  good  ufage  from  hioi*''    Jn  a  letter  to  Arch* 
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blthop  King,  September  ^j-i^iOj  he  fpeaks  more  fully 
to  the  fame  cfFcfti  **  Upon  my  arrival  here,  I  found 
myfcif  equally  carcfled  by  both  parties;  by  one,  as  a 
fort  of  bough,  for  drowning  men  to  lay  hold  of;  and 
by  the  other,  as  one  difcontented  with  the  late  men  in 
power,  for  not  being  thorough  in  their  defigns,  and 
therefore  ready  to  approvfc  prefent  things.  1  was  to 
vifu  my  Lord  Godolphin*  who  gave  me  a  reception 
very  unexpefted^  and  altogether  different  from  what  I 
ever  received  from  any  great  mart  in  my  life;  altoge^ 
ther  ftiort,  dry^  and  morofe  i  not  worth  repeating  to 
your  Grace,  until  I  have  the  honour  to  fee  you.** 

In  his  Journal,  06bober  2^  i/io,  he  fays,  "Lord 
Halifax  began  a  health  to  me  to-day  j  it  was  the  iZ^- 
JurreSlion  of  the  fFbigs,  which  I  refufed,  unlefs  he  would 
add  their  Reformation  too  \  and  I  told  him  he  was  the 
only  Whig  in  England  I  loved,  or  had  any  good  opi* 
nion  of  *." 

H  One 

.  ^  What  obligation  Swift  had  to  that  Lord^  and  his  party«  iiiay  be 
feen  by  his  indorfcm^nt  oa  the  following  letter^  received  from  Lonl 
Haiifa^t. 

SIR,  Octobers,  1769. 

My  friend,  Mr.  Addifodi  tellirig  tte  that  hd  was  to  Write  to  ycta 
to-night,  r  could  not  let  his  packet  go  away,  without  telling  you  hoW 
much  I  am  concerned  to  find  them  returned  without  you^  I  am  quittf 
aihamed  for  myfelf  and  my  friends,  to  fee  you  left  in  a  place  fo  inca- 
pable of  tading  you  ;  and  to  fee  io  much  merit,  dnd  fo  great  qdalitiesi 
unrewarded  by  thofe  who  are  feniible  of  th^m.  Mr.  Addifon  and  I 
are  entered  into  a  new  confederacy^  never  to  give  over  thtf  purfuit, 
nor  to  ceafe  reminding  thofe  who  can  ferve  you*  till  your  worth  is 
placed  in  that  light  it  ought  to  fhine  i  Dr.  South  holds  out  ftill,  but 
he  catmOt  be  tmmortali  The  fituatibil  of  hi$  Prebend  would  make 
me  doubly  concerned  in  ferving  you.  And  upon  all  occafions  that 
ihall  ofFer^  I  will  be  your  cdnftant  fblicitor,  your  fincere  admirer^ 
and  yottr  unalterable  friend*  J  am  your  moil  humble  and  obedient 
fervant,  Halifax* 

ThU9 
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One  may  form  a  juft  idea  of  the  greatnefs  of  Swift's 
refcntment,  at  the  treatment  he  had  met  with  from  the 
Whigs,  from  a  paflage  in  his  Journal  of  the  following 
year,  after  the  wonderful  fuccefs  which  his  writings 
againft  them  had  met  with ;  where  he  fays,  "  I  have 
been  gaining  enemies  by  fcores,  and  friends  by  couples, 
which  is  againft  the  rules  of  wifdom ;  becaufe  they  fay, 
one  enemy  can  do  more  hurt,  than  ten  friends  can  do 
good.  But  I  have  had  my  revenge  at  leaft,  if  I  get  no- 
i  thing  elfe.     And  fo  let  fate  govern." 

I  have  been  the  longer  upon  this  article,  becaufe, 
however  Swift  might  have  been  acquitted  of  this  charge 
in  England,  where  the  real  ftate  of  the  cafe  was  known, 
i  always  found  the  imputation  keep  its  ground  in  Ire- 
land, and  his  charadter  ftigmatized,  as  that  of  a  turn-, 
coat  for  preferment,  under  the  Tory-adminiftration. 
*  We  have  already  feen  with  what  eagernefs  Lord  Ox- 
ford embraced  the  firft  overtures  made  to  him  by  Swift, 
and  what  pains  he  took  to  engage  him  in  his  party.  As 
Swift  well  knew  his  own  confcquence,  and  the  great 
neceflity  the  new  Miniftry  had  for  his  fervice,  it  is  cer- 
tain he  might  have  indulged  himfelf  at  fuch  a  junfture, 
in  the  moft  flattering  expedtations,  of  rifing  foon  to  the 
higheft  dignities  in  his  profellionj  and  could  have 
made  what  terms  ht  plealcd  with  regard  to  his  own  ih- 
tereft,  if  that  had  been  the  chief  point  he  had  in  view. 
But  he  had  long  formed  in  his  head  fome  great  plans 
for  promoting  the  publick  welfare,  in  regard  to  which 
all  confiderations  of  felf,  weighed  with  him  but  as  the 
duft  upon  the  balance.     He  therefore  determined,  up- 

Thus  indorfcd  by  Swift.  /  kept  this  leUer  as  a  true  origutal  of  Courtiers^ 
and  Court-promi/es,  And  in  the  firft  leaf  of  a  fmall  printed  book,  en- 
titled, '*  Posfies  Chretiennes  de  Monf.  Jollivet,"  he  wrote  thefe  words, 
'*  Given  me  by  my  Lord  Halifax,  May  3,  1709.  1  begged  it  of  him,- 
and  defired  him  to  remember,  //  w«/  the  only  favour  I  ever  received 
from  him,  or  his  partj\^* 
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6h  Kh  iSttgaging  with  the  rt€\v  Miniftryiio  itiakiMile  of 
all  the  weight  and  credit  to  Whieji,  his  fervices  rnigbt 
entitle  him,  in  (Carrying  on  thofe  publick  plans>  and  to 
leave  the  care  of  his  own  fortune  wholly- to  chancp* 
How  little  Tolicitous  he  was  about  that  article^  rriay  be 

'  fully  feen  in  a  letter  to  the  Archbifliop  of  Oublin^  da- 
ted Odlober  15  17  ii,  where  he  ha5  been  very  explicir^ 
both  as  to  his  fentimcnts  upon  that  head*  and!  the  con-* 
du(5t  he  was  determined  to  obferve.  "  1  humbly  thank 
your  Grace  for  the  good  opinion  you  are  pleafcd  to  have 
of  me,  and  for  your  advice^  which  feems  to  be  wholly 
grounded  on  it.  tAs  to  the  firftj  which  relates  to  my 
fortune,  I  Ihall  never  be  able  to  make  myfclf  believed 
how  indifferent  I  am  about  it.  I  fometimes  have  the 
pleafure  of  making  that  of  others ;  and  1  fear  it  is  too  /[ 
great  a  pleafure  to  be  a  virtue,  at  leaft  in  me.  Perhaps^ 
in  Ireland,  I  may  not  be  able  to  prevent  contempt,  any 
other  way  than  by  making  my  fortune;  but  then  it  is 
my  comfort,  that  contempt  in  Ireland  will  bp  no  fort  of 
mortification  to  me.  When  I  was  laft  in  Ireland^  I  was 
above  half  the  tinic  retired  to  one  fcurvy  ^crc  of  ground^ 
and  I. always  left  it  with  regret,  I  am  as  well  received 
and  known  at  Court,  as  perhaps  any  man  ever  was  ^( 
my  level  j  I  have  formerly  been  the  like*  I  left  it 
then,  and  perhaps  will  leave  it  now,  (when  they  pleafe 
to  let  me)  without  any  concern,  but  what  a  few  months 
Will  remove*     It  is  my  maxim  to  leave  great  Miniftcrs 

.  to  do  as  they  pleafe  -,  and  if  I  cannot  enough  diftinguifli 
mylclf  by  being  ufeful  in  fuch  a  way,  as  becomes  a  man 
of  ^onfciencc  and  honour,  I  can  do  no  more;  for  I  ne-^ 
ver  will  folicit  fot  myfelf^  although  I  often  do  for 
others.**  And  in  another  letter  to  the  fame,  dated  in 
the. following  year,-  he  fays,  "  I  know  nothing  of  pro-* 
mifcs  of  any  thing  intended  fol*  myfelf  i  but  I  thank 
Godji  1  am  not  very  warm  in  my  expe6kations^  and  knoMT 

H  2  Courts 
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Courts  too  well  to  be  furprifed  at  difappointments ; 
which,  however,  I  fliall  have  no  great  reafon  to  fear, 
if  I  gave  my  thoughts  any  great  trouble  that  way, 
which,  without  affectation,  I  do  not,  although  I  can- 
not expeft  to  be  believed  when  I  fay  fo/' 

In  his  Journal  to  Stella,  where  the  inmoft  reccffes  of 
his  heart  are  opened^  he  makes  frequent  mention  of  his 
little  folicitude,  and  fmall  expectation  on  that  fcore. 
In  one,  dated  January  1 7 1 1,  he  fays,  "  My  new  friends 
are  very  kind,  and  I  have  promifes  enough,  but  I  do 
not  count  upon  them.  However^  we  will  fee  what  may 
be  done,  and,  if  nothing  at  all,  I  fhall  not  be  difap- 
pointed."  And  in  that  of  the  June  following,  "  Re- 
member, if  1  am  ill  ufed,  and^  ungratefully,  asf  I  have 
formerly  been,  it's  what  I  am  prepared  for,  and  Ihall 
not  wonder  at.  Yet  I  am  now  envied,  and  thought  in 
high  favour,  and  have  every  day  numbers  of  confider- 
able  men  teafing  me  to  folicit  for  them.  And  the  Mi- 
niftry  all  ufe  me  pcrfcftly  well,  and  all  that  know  them, 
fay,  they  love  me.  Yet  I  can  count  upon  nothing,  fcfr. 
They  think  me  ufeful,  they  pretend  they  were  afraid 
of  none  but  me,  and  that  they  refolved  to  have  me ; 
they  have  often  confeffed  this,  yet  all  makes  little  im- 
preffion  on  me."  In  that  of  March  17 12,  he  fays, 
**  I  had  been  with  the  Secretary  before  to  recommend  a* 
friend,  one  Dr.  Frcind,  to  be  Pjhyfician-general,  and 
the  Secretary  promifed  to  mention  it  to  the  Queen. 
I  can  fcrve  every  body  but  myfelf."  There  are  many 
paffages  to  the  fame  effeft  throughout  this  Journal, 
fo  that  we  may  conclude  with  certainty,  that  the  defirc 
of  ferving  himfelf  was  one  of  the  laft  motives  which 
engaged  him  to  enter  fo  deeply  into  the  political  fyftem 
at  that  time.  No,  he  was  aftuated  by  a  nobler  prin- 
ciple, a  true  fpirit  of  patriotifm.  He  faw  now  a  fair 
opening  for,  the  exertion  of  his  extraordinary  talents, 

in 
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ki  fupport  of  our  excellent. Confticu(ipri,^  both  in 
Church  and  State  s  an  occafion  which  he  had  long 
waited  for  with  impatience^  and  which  he  embraced 
with  ardour.  He  had^  as  he  mentions  in  his*  Journal 
to  Stella^  great  things  in  vtewy  to  the  accompli (hment 
of  which  he  poftponed  all. confiderations  of  ielf.  Be- 
fide  his  political  plan^  he  had  formed -the  defign  of 
bringing  about  a  general. refofmation;  in  manners,  and 
tafte,  which  had  been  much  corrupted  undeir  the  Whig 
Adniiniftration.  He  was  firnaly  persuaded*  that  the 
only  way  to  accompliih  thefe  points^  was  to  keep  them 
from  ever  returning  again  into  power.  He  had  a  good 
opinion  of  the  intentions  of  the  new  ]VIinifti;yi  qr^ 
whether  they  were  fincercornot,  the  profeiOfed  prin«- 
ciples^  upon  which  they  aded»  were  confonant  to  his. 
He  fays^  in  a  letter  to  the  Archbilhop  *oif  Duhrm, 
^^.  Wanting  wifdom  to  judge  better,  I  follow  tliofe^ 
who,  I  think,  are  moft  for  preferving  the  Conftitutioa 
in  Church  and  State,  without  examining  whether  they 
do  fo  from  a  principle  of  virtue,  or  of  intereft."  And 
indeed  they  were  the  only  perfons  that  could  poillbly 
have  overturned  the  Whig  Adminiftration,  or,  when 
overturned,  have  kept  them  out;  confequently,  he 
could  have  no  hope,  but  in  their  continuance  in  power. 
He  early  faw,  and  told  the  Miniftry,  compofcd  oif 
Lord  Oxford,  Lord  Bolingbroke,  and  the  Lord  Keeper, 
that  all  things  depended  on  their  union,  and  this  he  often 
repeated  to  them,  when  they  were  together,  and  fepa- 
rately  to  each.  But  he  foon  had  occafion  to  obferve, 
that  two  of  them  were  formed  of  fuch  difcordant  tem- 
pers, and  had  views  fo  oppofite,  as  to  threaten  a  fpecdy 
breach.  To  prevent  fo  great  an  evil,  which  would  at 
once  ruin  their  caufe,  and  put  an  end  to  all  his  noble 
defigns,  he  determined  to  keep  himfelf  in  a  fituation, 
that  would  at  all  times  qualify  him  for  the  office  of  a 

H  3  media- 
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ittcdfatoi-  h*«#<?ch  them,  -  artel 'aY  thejartie'tinrife  give  duo 
height  ttyhlsinterpofition,  by  bis  rcmaimryg  in  a  ftaw 
fkf  utter  ifidiependcncc,  and  rccieiving  no'obligation  in 
l*eturti^  whiie'be  was  daily  doWfcrt'ing  the  great^upbri 
^em.'   ii''wast>n  thii  aoeotinr  th^t  'hfe  refyfed  'to^bd 
Chaplain* -to  LoFd  Ox^rd,-'v^Ko'ma(fe  an  offer  of  it  tcp 
Him,  |he  verydaj^afrer  HH^b^ing€reate4-Lbr4  Oxford, 
ind  appointed-''* Lord  Tireiaftifer.     In   his  Jotrrnal  to 
jBtcUa,  of  thef  24th- of  May, '  171  i,  thfere  is  this  paffage. 
^  My  Lord  Okfofd  aari'tyet  abidd  to  be  called  my 
l^ord  J  and  'ik^W^n  I  called  hfm  rtiy  Lbrd,  he-catlcd  m6 
^  Dr.  Thofna/Swrft;  Wh'^ch'he'always'docs  when  hfehas 
#  mind  to  teafe  me.-'  By^  ftcond  h^nd,  he  propofed 
fhy*tieing  hfs  Chaplain,  which  I  by  a  fecofid  Hand  e^* 
cufcd';  btit  weUaiTnb  taiVof  it  to-day ;   but  I  will  b^ 
116  mah's  GhaplHih  alive.**''-'Aiid  in  hJs  Preface  to  the 
J?i(fpry  ■  6f  'tht  four  laft' YcaVs  of  Qjie'ch  Anjie,  Ke 
fays,  f  labfolutejy  reftiftU-ft)  be  Chdplaih  to  the  Lord 
YrcafiirerV  becaufe  I  thougllt  it  would  biit  ill  bec6m6 
me  to  be  \ii  a  ftate  of  dep^nde^ce.'*^  "Foit  die  fame  rea^ 
fon,  yery  earfy  tffter  his  cohnefSHon  with  th^  Miniftry, 
he  rcfufed  to  acpept  of  a  living  ffoni  the  Lord  Keeper, 
which  he  thus  mention's  Iti  his  Jturhal.     ^*  Lord  Keeper 
told  me^  fome  months  ago,'  he  i^^ould  give  me  a  living 
ytht^.  I  pleafed  5  but  I  tdld  him  I  would  not  takfe  any 
from  him."    There  have  beeit  feveral  inftances  before 
gjvcn  pf  his  parly  pondqa  towards  the  Miniftry,  fliew* 
ing,  that  he  cxpefted  to  be  treated  by  them  on  a  foot- 
ing of  perfed  equality  ;  of  which  he  never  flipped  any 
opportunity  of  rcmincjing  them.     Ip  a  letter  to  th« 
Juord  Trcafurer,  he  fays,   5*  When  I  was  with  you,  J 
have  faid  more  than  pnce,  that  I  would  flever  allow  that 
•quality,  or  ftatiop^  m^dc  any  real  difference  between 

'  f  A  couim  germ^a  pf  Swift,  whom  he  held  in  the  otmpft  contempr. 

men* 
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men.  Fi'om  thcfc  {^ntifwnts,  I  will  never  write  to  you, 
if  I  can  help  it,  other.^ife  than  gs  to  a  private  perfon, 
^r  allow  myfelf  to  have  been  obliged  by  you  in  any 
Other  capacity."  In  a  letter  to  Lord  Bolingbrokc,  he 
fays,  "  I  would  have  you  knQw,  Sir,  that  if  the  Queerj 
gave  you  a  Dukedom,  and  die  Garter  to-niorrpw,  wit^ 
the  Trcafury  juft  at  the  end  ^f  them,  I  iiypyld  rcgar4 
you  no  more  than  if  you  were  not  worth  a  groat."  To 
prefervc  this  equality,  which  he  then  thought  eflcntial 
to  the  great  points  he  had  in  view,  it  was  ncccflaryhp 
fhould  keep  himfelf  free  from  any  particular  obligation^ 
by  which  means  he  was  confidered  as  a  common  difin- 
terefted  friend  by  ^11  the  Minifters.  And  it  was  in  thi;s 
xapacity  that  he  was  able  to  heal  many  breaches  between 
•them,  which  would  have  been  otherwife  incurable.  Qf 
this  he  makes  frequent  mention  in  his  Journal.  In  that 
Hof  Auguft,  1711,  he  fays,  "Do  you  know  that  1  hvffi 
.Ventured  all  my  credit  with  thefe  great  Minifters,  to 
xlear  fome  mifunderftanding  between  them;  and  If 
there  be  no  breach,  I  ought  to  havf  the  merit  of  it  ? 
'Tis  a  plaguy  tickliih  piece  of  work,  and  a  man  hazards 
lofing  both  fides."  In  that  of  Oftober  following,  is 
this  paflage.  *^  The  Secretary  told  me  laft  night  he 
had  found  the  reafqn  why  the  Queen  was  fo  cold  to  him 
for  ibme  months  pad;  that  a  friend  had  told  it  to  him 
yefterday,  and  it  was,  that  they  fufpeded  he  was  at  the 
bottom  with  the  Duke  of  Marlborough.  Then  he  faid, 
he  had  refleded  upon  all  I  had  fpoken  to  him  long  ago ; 
but  he  thought  it  had  been  only  my  fufpicion,  and  my 
zeal  and  kindnefs  for  him.  I  faid  I  had  reafon  to  take 
that  very  ill,  to  imagine  I  knew  fo  little  of  the  world, 
as  to  talk  at  a  venture  to  a  great  Minifter ;  that  I  had 
gone  between  him  and  Lord  Treafurer  ohtti^  and  told 
each  of  them  what  I  had  faid  to  the  other ;  and  that  I 
hftd  informed  birp  fo  before.    He  faid  9U4  ,you  may 
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imagine,  to  excufe  himfelfj  and  approve  my  condud* 
I  told  him  I  knew  all  along,  that  this  proceeding  o( 
mine  was  the  fureft  way  to  fend  me  back  to  my  willow$ 
Sn  Ireland,  but  that  I  regarded  it  not,  provided  I  could 
do  the  kingdom  fervice  in  keeping  them  well  together* 
I  minded  him  how  often  I  had   told  Lord  Trcafurer, 
Lord  Keeper,   and  him  together,  that  all  things  de<^ 
fended  on  their  union,  and  that  my  comfort  was,  to 
fee  them  love  one  another;  and  I  told  thcrii  all  fingly^ 
that  I  had  not  faid  this  by  chance,"  &?r.     In  Septem*- 
ber,  1712,  he  fays,   "lam  again  endeavouring,  as  I 
was  1  aft  year,  to  keep  people  from  breaking  to  pieces 
upon  a  hundred  mifunderftandings.     One  cannot  with- 
hold them  from  drawing  different  ways,  while  the  ene- 
my is  watching  to  deftroy  both/*    And  in  the  Oftober 
following,  he  fays,  ^*l  have  helped  to  patch  up  thefc 
people  together  once  more.     God  knows  how  long  it 
jnay  laft.'*     In  many  other  places,  he  mentions  the  dif- 
^grceabie  neceffity  he  was  under  of  continuing  his  en- 
deavours in  this  way,  and  laments  that  he  could  get  no 
pne  to  fecond  him.     In  his  enquiry  into  the  behaviour 
of  the  Queen's  laft  Miniftry,  &c.  he  fays,  "  Neither 
perhaps  would  a  reconcilement  have  been  an  affair  of 
rnuch  difficulty,  if  their  friends  on  both  fides  had  not 
too  much  obfervcd  the  common  prudential  forms  of 
fipt  caring  to  intermeddle y  which,  together  with  the  ad- 
ditiop  of  a  flirug,.  was  the  conftant  anfwer  I  received 
from  moft  of  them,  whenever  I  preffcd  them  upon  the 
fubjeft.     And,  to  fay  the  truth,  moft  perfons  had  fa 
avowedly  declared  themfclves  on  one  fide,  or  the  other, 
that  thefe  two  gre^t  men  had  hardly  a  common  friend 
left,  lexcept  myfcjfp     I  had  ever  been  treated  with  great 
kiijdncf?  by  them  both  j  and  I  conceived  what  I  wanted 
in  weight  and  credit^  might  be  made  up  with  fincerity 
^1)4  frecdpm.    The  former  th^y  nercr  <^pubted,  and 
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the  Utter  they  had  conftant  experience  of.  I  had  ma- 
naged between  them  for  almoft  two  years,  and  their  can- 
dour was  fo  great,  that  they  had  npt  the  kaft  jealouff 
or  fufpicion  of  me."  The  truth  of  this  account  is  con- 
firmed ill  a  letter  written  to  Lord  Boiingbroke,  foon 
after  the  Queen's  death,  where,  fpeaking  of  the  Lord 
Treafurer>  he  fays^  •*  I  am  only  forry  it  was  not  a  refig- 
nation,  rather  than  a  removal  5  becaufe  the  perfonal 
kindnefs  and  diftinftion  I  always  received  from  his 
Lordftiip  and  you,  gave  me  fuch  a  love  for  you  both, 
(if  you  great  men  will  allow  that  expreifion  in  a  little 
one)  that  I  refolved  to  preferve  it  entire,  however  you 
differed  between  yourfelves ;  and  in  this  Idld  for  fome 
time  follow  your  commands  and  example.  I  impute 
it  more  to  the  candour  of  each  of  you,  than  to  my  own 
conduft,  that  having  been  for  two  years  almoft  the  only 
man  who  went  between  you,  I  never  observed  the  leaft 
alteration  in  either  of  your  countenances  towards  me.*' 
Nothing  can  fliew  the  jcharader  of  Swift  in  a  higher 
point  of  light,  than  his  condudt  on  this  occafion;  and 
nothing  could  poflibly  have  prcferved  to  him  the  una- 
bated love  of  thefe  two  great  rivals  for  power,  who  ha- 
ted each  other  mortally,  in  the  difcharge  of  fo  delicate 
an  office,  but  the  high  opinion  which  each  entertained 
of  his  integrity,  and  pcrfedk  difintereftednefs.  How- 
ever, it  is  certain,  that  had  it  not  been  for  his  generous 
and  unwearied  endeavourSs  their  whole  plan  muft  have 
been  deftroyed  long  before,  and  the  Miniftry,  and  the 
party,  involved  in  the  fame  ruin.  So  that  as  they  were 
indebted  to  him  at  firft,  for  faving  them  from  the  at- 
tacks of  their  enemies,  and  eftablifliing  them  in  power, 
they  were  daily  afterwards  obliged  to  him  for  prcler- 
ving'them  in  it,  by  guarding  them  againft  their  worft 
enemies,  their  own  paflions.  Having  thus  fufpended 
«U  regard  to  his  own  intereft^  after  iuch  important  fer- 
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iervices,  be  h$d  an  undoubted  claim  upon  the  MinU 
iters  to  promote  tvcry  plan  for  the  good  of  the  public, 
and  could  with  a  better  grace  pufli  the  fortune  of 
others.     Accordinglyj  we  find  him  bold  and  frequent 
in  his  reconrimendationSf  wherever  merit  or  compaffion 
called  for  bis  afiiftance.     His  firfl:  objedb  was  to  procure 
marks  of  diftinftion  and  reward,  to   all  men  of  parts 
and  genius.     The  claim  which  he  put  in  on  that  fc9re 
to  the  MiniAry,  was  not  felfiihly  confined  to  his  own 
perfon,  but  ^xa£led  equally  for  all  others,  according 
to  their  federal  pretenfions.     He  infifted,   that  no  dif*- 
tintftion  of  party  fhould  be  made  with  regard  to  them^ 
and  that  all  of  that  clafs,  t^ho  had  lifted  under  the  ban^ 
jier  of  the  Whigs,  fhould  ftill  be  kept  in  th^ir  employ- 
ments.    In  his  Journal,  he  fays,  "  Do  you  know  I  have 
taken  more  pains  to  recommend  the  Whig  Wits  to  th^e 
favour  and  mercy  of  the  Minifters,   than  any  other 
people.     Steele  I  have  kept  in  his  place.     Congreve.I 
'Jiave  got  to  be  ufed  kindly  and  fecured*     Rowe  I  have 
recommended,  and  got  a  promife  of  a  place.    Philips 
1  fhould  certainly  have  provided  for,  if  he  had  not  run 
party-mad,  and  made  me  .withdraw  my  recpmmenda* 
lions.     I  fet  Addifon  fo  right  at  firft,  that  he  might 
J>ftve  been  employed,  and  have  partly  fecured  him  the 
.j^ac-c  he  has ;  yet  I  am  worfe  ufed  by  that  faAion  than 
any  man/'    In  another  place  he  is  particular  in  his  re* 
lation  of  what  he  had  done  with  regard  to  Congrev^. 
f*  I  went  late  to-day  to  town,  and  dined  with  my  fri^ifd 
Lewis.     I  faw  Will  Congreve.  attending  at  the  Tre^- 
fury,  by  order,  with  his  brethren,  the  Commiffioncxs 
of  the  Wipe  Licences.    I  had  often  mentioned  him  wifh 
kindnefs  to  Lord  Treafurer  -,    and  Congreve  told  me, 
that  after  they  had  anfwered  to  what  they  were  fent  for^ 
wy  Lord  called  him  privately,  and  fpoke  to  him  with 
great  kindnefs^ ..  promifipg  his  prote^ion^  (*?f.    The 

pQQr 


DOCTORSWI  FT.  107 

poor  man  faid, .  he  :had  bidn  ufedfo  ill  bf.late  years, 
fhat  he  was  quite  aftoniihed  at  rtiy  'Lord's  gbodnefs,  £*fr. 
and  deiired.  me  totdlimy  Lordfoj  which  I  did  this 
evenings  arid  recommended-  him  heartily.'  My  Lord 
affured  me  he  efteemed  him  very  much,  and  would  be 
always  kind  to  him ;  that  whit  he  faid:  was  to  mak^c 
Congrevc  cafy;;  becaufc  hfe  ka«w  people  talked  as  if  his 
Lordftiip  defighed  to  tura  every  body  put,  and  particu^ 
larly  Congreve ;  which  indeed' was]  true,  for  the  poor 
mw  told;  nae  he  apprehended  it,  .As. J  left  my  Lord 
Trcafurer,  I  called  on  Cbngreve  (knowjbg  where  he 
diiied)  aiid  told  him  what  had  pafTed  between  my  Lord 
and  me ;  fo  I  have  made  a  worthy  man  eafy,  and  that's  // 
a  good  da^'s  work.*'  « 

'  But  of  all  the  men  of  parts  in  the  op^oOtioP)  Swift 
fttth$  to  be  moil:  concerned  about  his  friend  Addifoxi> 
^nd  on  his  account  about  Steele  f  of  which  he  makes 
frequent  mention  in  his  JournaL  In  thgt  of  O6tober 
19,  17 10,  foon  after  his  firft  introduftion  to  Lord  Ojo. 
ford,  then  Mr.  Harley,  there  is  the  following  paffage. 
•  ^*  I  was  this  morning  with  Mr.  Lewis,  the  Under  Se- 
cretary to  Lord  Dartmouth,  two  hours,  talking  poli- 
tics, and  contriving  to  keep  Steele  in  his  office  of 
^tamp-paper.  He  has  loft  his  place  of  Gazetteer,  three 
'hundred  pounds  a  year,  for  writing  a  Tatlcr  fome 
months  ago,  againft  Mr.  Harley,  who  gave' it  to  him 
atfirft,  and  raifed  the  falary  from  fixty  to  three  hun- 
dred pounds.  This  was  devilifli  ungrateful,. and  Lewis 
was  telling  me  the  particulars  ;  but  I  had  a  hint  given 
me  that  T might  fave  him  in  his  other  employment} 
;ind  leavjK  was  given  me  to  clear  matters  with  Steele. 
Well,  I  dined  with  Sir  Matthew  Dudley,  and  in  the 
evening  went  to  fit  with  Mr.  Addifon,  and  offer  the 
piatter  at  diftance  to  him,  as  the  difcreeter  perfon  i 
'^mp  fpii^nd  p^ty  had  fo  poifelTed  him,  that  he  talked  as 
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if  he  fufpcftcd  mc,  and  woald  not  fall  in  with  any  thing 
1  faid;  So  I  (topped  fhort  in  my  overture^  and  wc 
parted  very  drily;  and  I  fhall  fay  nothing  to  Steele, 
and  let  them  do  as  they  will  j  but  if  things  ftand  as  they 
are,  he  will  certainly  lofc  it,  unleft  I  fave  him  j  and 
therefore  I  will  not  fpeak  to  him,  that  I  may  not  report 
to  his  difadvantage.  Is  not  this  vexatious,  and  is  there 
fo  much  in  the  proverb  of  profercd  fcrvicc?  When 
(hall  I  grow  wife  ?  I  endeavour  to  adt  in  the  moft  exaft 
points  of  honour  and  confcience,  and  my  nearcft  friends 
will  not  underftand  it  fo.  What  mu'ft  a  iman  expeft 
from  his  enemies  ?  This  would  vex  me»  but  it  (hall 
liot. 

In  thit  of  December  following,  he  faysy  "  Mr.  Ad- 
idifon  and  I  are  different  as  black  and  white,  and  I  be- 
lieve our  friendfhip  will  go  off*,  by  this  damned  bufinef^ 
of  party;  He  cannot  bear  feeing  me  fall  in  fo  with 
this  Miniftry;  but  I  love  him  ftill  as  much  as  ever> 
though  we  feldom  meet.^ 

In  the  fame  Journal. he  gives  the  following  account ; 
"Lewis  told  me  a  pure  thing.  I  had  been  hankering 
with  Mr.  Harley,  to  fave  Steele  his  other  employment^ 
and  have  a  little  mercy  6n  him  s  and  I  had  been  faying  * 
the  fame  thing  to  Lewis,  who  is  Mr.  Harley's  chief  fa- 
.vourite.  Lewis  tells  -Mr.  Harley  how  kindly  I  ihould 
take  it,  if  he  would  be  reconciled  to  Steele,  6f^.  Mr. 
Harley,  on  my  account,  falls  in  with  it^  and  appoints 
Steele  a  time  to  let  him  attend  him,  which  Steele  ac- 
cepts with  great  fubmiflion,  but  never  comes,  nor  fends 
any  excufe.  Whether  it  was  blundering,  fuUennefs, 
infolence,  or  rancour  of  party,  I  cannot  tell  i  but  I 
ihall  trouble  myfelf  no  more  about  him.  I  believe  Ad- 
difon  hindered  him  out  of  m^re  fpite,  being  grated  to 
the  foul  to  think  he  fhould  ever  want  my  help  to  fave 
his  friend  i  yet  now  he  .is  foliciting  me  to  make  another 
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of  his  friends  Queen's  Secretary  at  Geneva,  and  I'll  do 
it  if  I  can;  it  is  poor  Paftoral  Philips." 

In  another  place  he  fays,  "  I  called  at  thct:offee-houfe, 
where  I  had  not  been  jn  a  week,  and  talk'd  coldly  a 
while  with  Mr.  Addifon ;  all  our  friendlhip  and  dear- 
nefs  are  off:  we  are  civil  acquaintance,  talk  words  of 
courfe,  of  when  we  Ihall  meet,  and  that's  all.  Is  ic 
not  odd  ?  but  I  think  he  has  ufed  me  ill,  and  I  have 
ufed  him  too  well,  at  leaft  his  friend  Steele." 

In  a  few  weeks  after,  he  writes  thus :  "  I  went  to 
Mr.  Addifon,  and  dined  with  him  at  his  lodgings ;  I 
had  not  feca  him  thefe  three  weeks.  We  are  grown 
common  acquaintance,  yet  what  have  I  not  done  for 
his  friend  Steele  ?  Mr.  Harley  reproached  me  the  lad: 
time  l  faw  him,  that  to  pleafe  me  he  would  be  recon* 
ciled  to  Steele,  and  had  promifed  and  appointed  to  fee 
hini,  and  that  Steele  never  came.  Harrifon,  whom 
Mr.  Addifon  recommended  to  me,  I  have  introduced  to 
the  Secretary  of  State,  who  has  promifed  me  to  take 
care  of  him.  And  I  have  reprefcntcd  Addifon  himfelf 
fo  to  the  Miniftry,  that  they  think  and  talk  in  his  fa- 
vour, though  they  hated  him  before.  Well,  he  is  now 
in  my  debt,  and  there's  an  end ;  and  I  had  never  the 
leaft  obligation  to  him,  and  there's  another  end. 

In  the  following  year.  May  17 11,  He  fays,  "Steely 
has  had  the  affurancc  to  write  to  me,  that  1  would  en- 
gage my  Lord  TreaCurer  to  keep  a  friend  of  his  in  em- 
ployment." And  in  his  Journal  of  July  following,  he 
fays,  ^^  Mr.  Addifon  and  I  have  at  laft  met  again.  I 
dined  with  him  and  Steele  to-day  at  young  Jacob  Ton- 
fon's.  Mr.  Addifon  and  I  talked  as  ufual,  and  as  if 
we  had  fcen  one  another  yefterday  j  and  Steele  and  I 
were  very  eafy,  although  1  wrote  him  a  biting  letter, 
in  anfwer  to  one  of  his,  where  he  defired  me  to  recom- 
mend-* frkhd  of  his  to  Lord  Trcafurcr."    In  the  year 
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1712,  we  find  he  had  brought  Addifon  fo  far  about  is 
to  dine  with  Lord  Bolingbroke,  In  his  Journal  of  that 
year,  he  fays,  ^*  Addifon  and  I,  and  fomc  others,  dined 
with  Lord  Bplingbrokc,  and  fate  with  him  *tiU  twelve* 
We  were  very  civil,  but  yet,  when  we  grew  warm,  w4* 
talked  in  a  friendly  manner  of  party.  Addifon  raifed 
his  objeftions,  and  Lord  Bolingbrokc  anfwered  them 
with  great  complaifancc." 

From  all  thefe  accounts,  we  may  fee  what  an  amazing 
difference  there  was  between  the  minds  of  Swift  and 
Addifon.  What  a  grandeur  in  the  one,  what  i  little* 
nefs  in  the  other!  Swift,  though  deeply; engaged  with 
the  fuccefsful  party,  ufing  aU  his  endeavours  to  prevent 
a  difference  in  politics,  from  creating  a  difunion  among 
men  of  genius,  Addifon,  from  a  narrownefs  of  mind, 
growing  cool  to  a  man  for  whofe  talents  he  had  profcffcd 
the  higheft  admiration,  and  for  whofe  perfon  the  warmcft 
regard,  merely  becaufe  they  were  of  different  parties. 
Swifty  in  the  plenitude  of  power,  w.heii  another  wpuld 
h^ve  been  glad  of  fo  fair  a.  pretence  for  breaking  off  all 
commerce  with  him,  perfcvercs  in  his  good  pfiices  to- 
wards him,  as  if  their  friendfliip  were  ftill  mutual  and 
inviolate;  fets  him  on  a  good, footing  with  the  Mini- 
ftry,  and  preferves  him  and  his  friends,  iiotwithftand* 
ing  the  ill  behaviour  of  the  latter,  in  their  employ- 
ments. Addifoq,  notwithftanding  he  had  forfeited  all 
prctcnfions  to  Swift's  friendlhip  by  his  unmanly  beha- 
viour, and  during  the  continuance  of  his  coldnefs,  is 
mean  enough  to  folicit  Swift's  intcreft  in  favour  of  fomc 
of  his  friends.  Swift,  though  never  und^r  the  leaft 
obligation  to  Addifon  when  he  was  in  power,  exerts 
his  intereft  as  if  he  had  been  under  the  higheft>  and 
among  others,  procures  for  Harrifon>  one  of  Mr.  Ad- 
difon's  recommending,  an  employment  of  no  lefs  than 
twelve  hundred  pounds  a  year.    When  indeed.  Stede 
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had  the  affurancc,  as  Swift  juftly  cxprcflcs  it,  of  da- 
firing  the  fame  favour,  he  fhcws  what  a  difference  ht 
made  between  the  men,  by  fending  him,  as  he  calls  ir, 
a  biting  anfwcr.  Whether  it  was  this  which  exafperatcd 
Steele,  or  from  whatever  other  caufc  it  were,  he  fomc 
time  after  wrote  a  virulent  paper  in  the  Guardian  againfl: 
Swift,  which  produced  fome  fcvere  expoftulations  on 
his  part,  to  be  feen  in  the  letters  that  pafled  between 
them  on  that  occafion.  Where,  on  Steele's  part,  wc 
find  the  higheft  infolence,  added  to  the  hafeft  ingrati- 
tude ;  as  will  immediately  appear  on  a  view  of  thofe 
letters.  Swift,  in  one  to  Addifon  upon  this  fubjed, 
had  faid,  **  Have  I  deferved  this  ufage  from  Mn  Steele, 
who  knows  very  well,  that  my  Lord  Treafurer.  has 
kept  him  in  his  employment,  upon  my  intreaty  and  in- 
terceflion  ?"  Thisxharge  Steele  anfwers  in  the  moft  in- 
fulting  manner,  thus,  « They  laugh  at  you,  *if  they 
make  you  believe  your  interpofition  has  kept  me  thus 
long  in  office/  To  this  Swift  in  his  reply,  fays,  "  The 
cafe  was  thus :  I  did  with  the  utmoft  application,  and 
defiring  to  lay  all  my  credit  upon  it,,  dcfire  Mr.  Harlcy 
(as  he  was  then  called)  to  (hew  you  mercy.  He  faid 
he  would,  and  wholly  upon  my  account :  that  he  would 
appoint  you  a  day  to  fee  him;  that  he  would  not  ex-- 
pe£t  you  (hould  quit  any  friend  or  principle.  Some 
days  after)  he  told  me  hehad  appointed  you  a  day,  and 
•you  had  not  kept  it ;  upon  which  he  reproached  me, 
as  engaging  for  more  than  I  could  anfwer ;  and  advifed 
me  to  be  niore  cautious  another  time.  I  told  him,  and 
defired  my  Lord  Chancellor  and  Lord  Bolingbroke  ta 
be  witnefles,  that  I  never  would  fpeak  for  or  againft 
you,  as  long  as  I  lived ;  only  I  would  defire,  and  that 
it  was  ftill  my  opinion,  you  (hould  have  mercy,  *cill 
you  gave  farther  provocations.  This  is  the  hiftory  of 
what  you  think  fit  to  call, .  ia  the  fpirit  of  infult'mg, 

their 
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their  laughing  at  mc.  And  you  may  do  it  fccurelyi 
for,  by  the  moft  inhuman  dealings^  you  have  wholly 
put  it  out  of  my  power^  as  a  Chriftian,  to  do  you  the 
Icaft  ill  office." 

After  having, read  the  feveral  paflages  relative  to 
Steele,  before  quoted  in  the  Journal,  no  one  can  doubc 
but  that  Swift  has  here  fairly  ftated  the  cafe,  and  that 
he  might  even  have  put  it  in  a  ftronger  light.  It  is 
hard  to  fay  whether  Steele's  weaknefs  of  head,  or  bad* 
nefs  of  heart,  were  mod  confpicuous  in  this  tranfaftion, 
Caufelefsly  to  attack  and  infult  a  man,  to  whom  he  lay 
under  fuch  obligations,  argued  great  bafenefs  i  and  his 
defence  of  himfelf,  by  denying  an  obligation  fo  noto- 
Tioufly  conferred,  ftill  more  fo.  And  to  provoke  a  man 
^o  prove  the  reality  of  his  charge,  that  it  was  he  alon^ 
who  had  hitherto  kept  him  in  his  enjployment,  by  get- 
ting him  immediately  difcharged  from  it,  which  Swift 
could  have  done  by  fpeaking  a  word,  was  furely  weak. 
But  in  that  point  he  was  fecurc,  he  knew  his  man  too 
well :  He  knew  Swift  was  incapable  of  a  mean  revenge. 
lie  might,  as  Swift  nobly  fays  to  him,  ^  do  it  fccurcly ,' 
**  for,  (as  he  adds)  by  the  moft  inhuman  dealings,  you 
have  whpUy  put  it  out  of  my  power,  as  a  Chriftian,  to 
do  you  the  Icaft  ill  ofiice."  Yet,  though  Swift  was 
above  a  revenge  of  this  fort,  he  thought  himfelf  called 
upon  to  anfwer  his  challenge,  as  a  Writer,  and  chaftifc 
his  infolence  in  his  own  way.  Which  he  afterwards  did 
fo  efFeftually,  in  his  famous  Pamphlet,  called  The  Pu^ 
blic  Spirit  of  the  TVbigSy  and  in  feveral  fubfequent  pieces, 
that»  from  being  an  Author  of  fomc  eminence,  Steele 
became  for  ipme  time  an  objcft  of  ridicule  and  con- 
tempt. How  weak,  or  how  vain  muft  the  man  have 
been,  to  have  defied  fuch  a  champion  to  fo  unequal  a 
combat !  I  have  been  the  longer  in  the  detail  of  this 
tranfadtion,  becaufe  it  is,  perhaps,  the  only  inftance  to 

be 
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be  found  of  Swift's  ever  having  broke  eiitifcly  with 
any  man  with  whom  he  had  lived  on  term*  of  frierfd- 
Jhip ;  and  to  juftify  the  extreme  feverity  which  appeared 
in  his  writings^  againft  Steele,  after  fo  great  a  provoca- 
tion. 

Having  feen  the  care  which  Swift  tdok  of  men  o( 
genius,  fo  that  even  their  oppofition  in  party  Ihould  he 
of  no  prejudice  to  them,  we  may  fuppofe  be  was  not 
lefs  folicitous  in  promoting  the  interefts  of  othehs^  who 
were  under  no  demerit  of  that  fort*  Accordingly  we 
find,  there  were  not  any  at  that  titne,.  of  the  leaft  pre- 
tendons  in  that  way,  who  wfcrc  not  obliged  to  hint  for 

:eflcntial  fervices.  The  famous  On  Berkeley,  after- 
wards Bifliop  of  Cloync  in  Ireland,  owed  his  fortune 
wholly  to  him,  as  he  placed  him  in  the  road  >vhich  led 
to  his  promotion^  In  his  Journal  of  April  7,  1713^ 
he  fays,  ^5 1  went  to  Court  to-day,  on  purpofe^  to  pre- 
fent  Mr.  Berkeley,  one  of  your  Fellows  of  Dublin 
College,  to  Lord  Berkeley,  of  Strattoii.  That  Mn 
Berkeley,  is  a  very  ingenious  maa,  and  a  great  Philofo-^ 
pher ;  and  I  have  mentioned  him  to  all  the  ;Miniftef$, 
arid  have  given  them  fome  of  bis  writings,  and  I  w^l 
favour  him  as  much  as  I  can.  This  I  think  I  am  Jbound 
to  in  honour  and  confcience,  to  ufe  all  my  little  credit 

.  towards  helping  forward  men  of  worth  in  the  world*" 

^  He  afterwards  got  him  appointed  Chaplain  to  Lord 
Peterborow's  Embafly,  who  procured  for  him  the  rich 
Deanery  of  Derry,  Pope,  in  his  Preface  to  the  Tranf- 
lation  of  Homer,  exprefles  the  higheft  obligations  to 

.  him  for  his  zeal  in  promoting  the  fubfcripcion  to  that 
work.  Gay,  by  his  intereft,  was  appointed  Secretary 
to  the  Embafly  to  Hanover.  Harrifon,  a  young  man 
of  promifing  genius,  recommended  to  him  by  Mr. 
Addifon,  was  made  by  him  Queen's  Secretary  at  thci 
Hague>  a  place  of  one  thoufand  two  hundred  poynds 

I  a  year. 
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a  year,  though  he  lived  but  a  (hort  time  to  enjoy  ft 
\»  have  already  fcen  in  what  manner  he  introduced, 
and  recommended  Parnell  to  the  Miniftry.  Nor  was 
he  unmindful  of  fuch  as  had  biJt  a  moderate  fhare  of 
merit  in  that  way.  He  rtiade  Dr.  King  Gazetteer;  he 
made  Trap  Chaplain  to  Lord  Bolingbrokc.  He  dif- 
covered  fome  marks  of  original  genius  in  fomc  Sfa 
Eclogues,  written  by  an  obfcure  man,  one  Diaper,  and 
Immediately  fought  the  Author  oOt,  and  brought  him 
into  light :  of  this  he  gives  the  following  account  in  his 
Journal^  December  1 7 1 2 .  "  This  morning  1  prefented 
one  Diaper,  a  Poet,  to  Lord  Bolingbrokc,  with  a  new 
Poem,  which  is  a  very  good  one  j  and  Lam  to  give  a 
fum  of  money  from '  my  Lord.  I  have  contrived  to 
make  a  Parfon  of  him,  for  he  is  half  one  already,  be- 
ing in  Deacon's  orders,  dnd  a  Hnallcure  in  the  country  ^ 
but  has  a  fword  at  his  tail  het-e  in  town. .  'Tis  a  poor, 
•little,  (hort  wretch,  but  will  do  beft  in  a  gown,  and  we 
will  make  Lord  Keeper  give  him  a  living." 

Nor  w<rrc  his  good  offices  confined  to  men  of  genius 
only^  butmeritof  every  kind  was  furc  to  find  in  him  a 
ikrafrri  advocate,  and  oppreflcd  innocence,  aproteftor. 
He  fays^  in  a  letter  to  Lady  Betty  Germaine,  "  when  I 
had  credit  for  fome  years  at  Court,  I  provided  for  above 
fifty  people  in  both  kingdoms,  of  which,  not  one  was 
a  relation."  And  we  find,  in  his  Journal  and  Letters, 
that  he  drd  numberlefs  good  offices  for  othtrs.  He  fays^ 
in  more  places  than  one,  that  Lord  Oxford  never  once 
Fefufed  him  any  requeft  of  that  fort.  His  character  was 
fo  well  known  in  this  refpeft,  that  we  fee,  in  the  GoV- 
Jeftion^  of  Letters,  fevcral  addrefles  to  him  from  per- 
fons,  either  little  known  to  him^  or  utterly  unacquainted 
with  Wm,  requefting  hisaffiftance,  ia  cafes  of  compaf- 
fionj'  or  protedion,  in  thofe  of  oppreflion.  Nor  did 
he  ever  fail  to  interfcrey  in  either  €af€s>  when  any  fucl^ 
5  came 
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came  to  his  knowledge  by  accident,  though  it  were 
vrith  regard  to  pcrfeft  ftrangers.  There  was  one  re- 
markable occafion,  on  which  he  interpofed  in  favour  of 
a  man,  though  he  held,  him  in  no  degree  of  eftimatron, 
ftierely  from  a  principle  of  juftice;  which  was,  in  the 
cafe  of  the  famous  Dr.  Sachevcrell :  who,  though  he 
had  been  of  infinite  ufc  to  the  Tory  Miniftry,  nay»  was 
in  reality  the  occafion  of  their  getting  into  power,  yet, 
when  the  work  was  done,  was  laid  by,  as  the  tools  of 
Statefmcn  too  often  are,  when  they  can  be  of  no  farther 
tife,  and  utterly  neglcfted.  That  Swift  was  of  this  opi* 
-nion,  ih  clear  from  the  following  paflage  in  his  Journah 
*^  So  Sachevcrell  will  be  the  next  Bilhop !  He  would  be 
glad  of  an  addition  of  two  hundred  pounds  a  year  to 
what  he  has,  and  that  is  more  than  they  will  give  him,  for 
aught  I  fee.  He  hates  the  new  Miniftry  mortally,  and 
they  hate  him,  and  pretend  to  defpife  him  too.  They 
will  not  allow  him  to  have  been  the  occafion  of  the  lace 
change,  at  leaft  fome  of  them  will  not :  but  my  Lord 
Keeper  owned  it  to  me  the  other  day."  Swift  therefore 
thought  it  but  common  juftice  in  the  Miniftry  to  do 
ibmething  for  him  5  and^  without  any  application  from 
the  Doftor,  or  even  any  pcrfonal  acquaintance  with 
him,  in  the  year  171  r,  he  procured  aplace  for  his  bro- 
ther ^  who,  by  a  failure  in  trade,  had;  for  fome  years, 
together  with  his  whole  family,  been  entirely  fopportcd 
by  the  Doftor.  This  affair  is  thus  related  by  Swift  in 
his  JournaU  **  Did  I  tell  you  that  Sachevcrell  has  de- 
fired  mightily  to  come  and  Tee  me?  but  I  have  put  it 
off.  *He  has  heard  that  I  have  fpoken  to  the  Secretary 
in  behalf  of  a  brother  whom  he  maintains,  and  who 
defire^  an  employment.  T'other  day,  at  the.  Court  of 
Requeftst  Dr.  Yalden  falotcd  me  by  name;  Sachevc- 
rell, who  was  juft  by,  came  up  to  me,  and  made  many 
acknowledgments  and  compliments,    Laft  night  I  dc- 
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lircct  Lord  Tr eafurcr  to  do  fomething  far  that  brother 
of  Sachevereirs.  He  faid  he  never  knew  he  had  a  bro- 
ther; but  thanked  me  for  telling  him,  and  innmediately 
put  his  jiamc  in  his  tahle-book.  1  will  let  SachevcrcU 
know  this^  that  he  may  take  his  meafures  accordingly ; 
but  he  fhall  be -none  of  my  acquaintan.cc."  A  letter 
from  theDoftor  to  Swift,  dated  January  31,  1711-12, 
begins  ^bqs.  "  Since  you  have  been  plcafed  to  under- 
take the  generous  office  of  foliciting  ray  good  Lord 
Treafurcr's  favour  in  my  behalf,  I  Ihould  be  very  un- 
grateful, if  I  did  not  return  you  my  mod  hearty  thanks 
for  it,  and  my  humbleft.acknowledgaients  to  h.is  Lord- 
fliip  for  the  fuccefs  it  has  met  with*"  And  in  the  con^ 
clufion,  he  fays,  *^  But  for  your fclf,  good  Do&or,  who 
Vere  the  firfl:  fpring  to  move  it,  I  can  never  fufficiently 
acknowledge  the  obligation."  Afterwards^  in  the  year 
1713,  foon  after  the  three  years  filence  impofcdupon 
•the  Do(9x)r  by  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  in  confequence  of 
his  impeachment^  had  e^cpitcd  j  Swift  procured  for  hinn 
:the  Rcftory  of  St.  Andrew's  Holborn,  in  the  following 
•whimfical  manner.  Upon  that  living's  becoming  va- 
cant^ he  applied  for  it  in  behalf  of  Sacheverell,  to 
Lord  Bolingbroke  i  who  feemed  not  at  all  difpofed  in 
his  favour,  calling  him  a  bufy,  meddling,  faAious  fel- 
Jow,  one  who  had  fet  the  kingdom  in  a  flame.  To 
which  Swift  replied,  it  is  all  true,  my  Lord ;  but  let  me 
tell  you  a  ftory,  "In  a  fea-fight,  in  the  reign  of 
Charles  IL  there  was  a  very  bloody  engagement  .be- 
tween the  Englifh  and  Dutch  fleets;  in  the  heat  6f 
whichy  a  Scotch  feaman  was  very  fevcrely  bit  by. a  loufc 
on  his  neck,  which  he  caught,  and  fl:ooping  down  to 
crack  it,  juft  as  he  had  put  himfelf  in  that  pofturc>  a 
-  chain-fhot  came  and  took  ofi^  the  heads  of  feveral  failors 
that  were  about  him ;  on  which  he  had  compaffion  osx 
the  poor  loufe»  returned  him  to  his  place>  and  bid  him 

live 
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liv«  there  at  difGrecion ;  for,  faid  he,  as  thou  haft  been  , 
the  means  of  favihg  my  life,  it  is  but  juft  1  fliould  fave  - 
yours."     Lord  Bolingbroke  laughed  heartily,  and  faid, 
well  then,  the  loufe  fhall  have  the  living  for  your  ftory. 
And  accordingly  he  was  foon  after  prefented  to  it.     In 
ail  folicitations  of  this  nature,  confcious  of  the  good- 
nefs  of  his  motives,  which  were  either  thofe  of  merit, 
compaflion,  or  juftice,  he  was  bold  in  his  recommen- 
dations, and  made  them  rather  as  demands,  than  re-  ' 
qucfts.     Of  this  we  have  an  inftance  in  the  following 
paffage   of   his  Journal,    January    i7ii-r!2.      "This' 
morning  I  prefented  my  printer  and  bookfeller  to  Lord 
Rivers,  to  be  ftationer  to  the  Ordnance.     I  believe  it 
will  be  worth  three  hundred  pounds  a  year  to  them. ' 
This  is  the  third  employment  I  have  got  for  them.    Ri- 
vers told  them  the  Dodtor  commanded  him,  and  he 
dwft  not  rcfufc."     And  in  the  ndxt  page,  he  fays,   "  I 
was  this  morning  again  with  Lord  Rivers,  and  have 
made  him  give  the  other  employment  to  my  printer 
and  bookfeller;  *tis  worth   a  great  deal.".    Hi^  book- 
feller was  Tooke,  and  his  printer.  Barber,  afterwards- 
Lord  Mayor  of  London.     As  they  were  both  very  ho- 
neft  men,  and  ran  great  rlfques  in  publilhing  fome  of 
his  bolder  pieces,  for  which  Barber  was  alfo  taken  into 
cuftody,  he  thought  he  could  not  reward  their  fervices 
and  fidelity  too  highly ;  and  we  find,  upon  the  whole, 
he  procured  employments  for  them,  to  the  amount  of 
nearly  two  thoufand  pounds  a  year.     This  was  the 
foundation  of  Barber's  fortune,  which  he  always  ac- 
knowledged, with  the  highcft  gratitude,  and  to  the  lafl: 
niade  every  return  in  his  power  to  his  great  Patron. 
The  expreflion  of  Lord  Rivers,  "  that  the  Doftor  com- 
manded him,  and  he  durft  not  refufe,"  was  literally 
true;  not  only  with  regard  to  him,  but  to  all  the  Mi- 
Aiftry,  who  fccmed  to  look  up  to  him  as  to  one  of  a  fu- 
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perior  dafs  of  mortals ;  both  on  account  of  his  amibt 
zing  talents^  and  that  noble  quality  of  perfc£fc  di(inc<5* 
rcftednefs>  perhaps  not,  to  be  paralleled  in  his  time, 
apd  rarely  to  be  found  in  the  annals. of  biftory.  This 
gave  fuch  a  dignity  to  his  character,  and  fuch  a  weight 
to  his  recommendations,  that  it  does  not  appear  he  ever 
failed  in  any*  And  indeed  it  would  have  been  ftrangCi 
that  the  men  in  power  Ihould  have  r^fufed  any  requ^flsf 
of  that  forti  which  tended  highly  to  their  own  hpnour^ 
by  promoting,  men  of  talents  and  worthy  to  a  mar)  who 
was  daily  employed  in  doing  them  the  rnoil  in^portanc 
fcrvices,  without  once  hinting  at  any  return  for  thenc^ 
to  himfelf*  In  this  (late  did  this  extraordinary  mai^ 
continue  for  near  three  years,  iieithout  the  fmalleft  re- 
ward, or  the  lead  addition  to  his  fortune,  which  con- 
fined only  of  a  living  of  about  two  hundred  ^nd  fifty 
ppunds  a  year,  and  not  quite  five  hundred  pounds  in 
caih ;  at  the  fame  time  that  he  was  in  fuch  a  degree  of 
power,  that  he  was  making  the  fortune  of  multitudes. 
Thus  did  he  verify  his  early  declaration  to  the  Arch- 
bifhop  of  Dublin,  before  quoted.  Nothing  aftonilhed 
the  people  of  thofe  times  more,  than  that  fo  diftinguilh- 
cd  a  man,  and  apparently  in  fuch  high  favour,  fliould 
have  remained,  for  fuch  a  length  of  time,  without  any 
promotion :  and  that  he  Ihould  at  laft  be  rewarded  only 
with  a  paltry  Deanery,  in  another  kingdom,  to  which 
he  went  with  the  utraoft  reluftanqe,  and  which  was 
looked  upon  by  himfelf,  as  well  as  by  the  world,  only 
as  a  fpecics  of  banifliment,  has  ever  fince^  been  confi-* 
dered  in  fo  extraordinary  a  light,  that  various  have  been 
the  conjeftures  of  the  world  to  account  for  it.  Some, 
who  knew  Swift's  real  merits  towards  the  Miniftry, 
Iwve  not  been  backward  in  charging  then^  with  the  ba- 
fcft  ingratitude  On  the  occafion.  Others,  not  fo  well 
acquj^injed  with  the  hiftory  of  thofe  times,  thought  it. 

was 
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was  impoffible  Swift  could  have  been  a  man  of  fucb 
importance  as  he  was  reprefentcd,  othcrwife  he  muft 
certainly  have  made  his  way  to  the  higheft  ftation  in  the 
Church ;  and  confidcring  him  only  as' a  Writer  of  fome 
political  Papers  and  Pamphlets^  were  not  furprifed  that  . 
his  reward  ihould  be  no  greater.  But,  fince  tlie  public 
cation  of  the  private  memoirs  of  thofe  times,  in  Swift*s 
laft  Volumes,  there  is  no  farther  room  for  conjecture, 
as  this  whole  aflfair  may  be  fct  in  its  true  light,  upon  un«r 
.doubted  proofs.  I  have  already  given  many  ftrikiog 
inilances  of  the  little  folic! tude  Swift  had  about  pufh* 
ing  his  own  fortune.  I  fliall  now  remind  the  reader  of 
the  principle  upon  which  he  afted,  mentioned  in  apa^^ 
fagc  before  quoted,  from  a  letter  of  his  to  the  Arch*" 
bifhop  of  Dublin,  dated  Od^ober  i,  171 1.  ^«  It  is  my 
maxim  to  leave  great  Minifters  to  do  as  they  plcafej 
and  if  I  cannot  diftinguifli  myfelf  enough,  by  being 
ufeful  in  fuch  a  way,  as  becomes  i  man  of  confciencc 
and  -honour,  I  can  do  no  more  i  for  I  never  will  folici{ 
for  myfelf,  although  I  often  do  for  others."  This  re* 
foiution  we  find,  by  many  other  paflages,  he  ftriftly  ad- 
hered to;  and  when  we  confidcr  the  procraftinating  dif? 
pofition  of  Lord  Oxford,  we  (hall  not  be  furprifed  at 
his  not  being  in  any  haftc  td  provide  for  a  man  who  ne^ 
ver  folicited  him.  Nothing  is  more  common  than  the 
deferring  of  any  thing,  however  ftrongly  in  our  inten-;- 
tion  it  be  to  do  it  fome  time  or  other,  which  we  con-p 
fider  as  always  in  our  power  to- do,  unlcfs  we  are  parti- 
cularly called  upon  to  carry  it  into  execution  at  fome 
certain  time :  and  this  was  more  likely  to  be  the  cafe  m 
one  of  his  turn.  Bcfides,  as  he  was  daily  gratifying 
Swift  in  his  requefts  for  others,  he  thought  he  might 
with  reason  expeft  that  he  (hould  wait  the  moil  coi)ve« 
nient  feafon  for  his  Own  promotion.  And  with  regard 
fo  Swift  hinr}fcl^>   I  have  already  afllgned  fome  very 

I  ^  powerful 
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powerful  motives  which  made  him  in  no  hafte  with  re-- 
fpeft  to  preferment.  But,  above  all;  there  were  many 
things,  while  he.  remained  in  that  fituation,  which  gra-. 
tified  his  peculiar  difpofition  and  turn  of  mind  to  the 
height.  .  His  proud  fpirit  was  much  fonder  of  confer- 
ring, than  receiving  obligations.  In  his  Journal  to 
Stella  of  March  1711-12,  where  he  fays,  he  can  do  no- 
thing fprhimfelf,  he  adds,  "  1  don't  care,  I  fliall  have 
Minifters,  and  other  people  obliged  to  me."  And  he 
did  not  wifli  to  receive  any  return  for  his  fervices,  till 
they  were  fwelled  to  fuch  a  height,  as  to  make  any  re- 
ward, how  great  fo  ever,  fall  fliort  of  their  value,  and 
fo  free  him  from  any  debt  on  the  fcore  of  obligation* 
He  had  all  this  time  an  opportunity  of  difplaying  the 
pride  of  independence,  and  of  (hewing,  that  by  his 
own  talents  and  intrinfic  worth,  without  any  of  the 
ufual  aids  in  life,  he  could  raife  himfelf  to  a  higher  de- 
gree of  confcquence  and  power,  than  others  could  do 
by  noble  birth,  high  ftation,  or  enormous  wealth.  It 
rnuft  have  been  no  fmall  gratification  to  him,  to  think 
that  it  was  to  this  little  Vicar  of  Laracor,  that  the  Mi- 
niftry  were  indebted  for  remaining  in  their  ports ;  that 
he  was  their  proteftor  and.  preferver  in  thofe  pods,  ia 
fpite  of  their  enemies,  and  of  themfclves.  That  by 
degrees  he  grew  into  fuch  confidence  with  them,  that 
there  was  nothing  done  in  public  afi^airs  without  con-** 
fulting  himj  and  that  the  world  in  general  confidcred 
him  as  the  primmn  mobile  of  all  their  condu6t,  infomuch, 
that  there  were  many  fpeeches  made  againft  him  by 
name,  on,  that  account,  both  in  the  Houfc  of  Lords 
and  Commons.  That  he  Ihould  h:;ve  the  greateft  men, 
foreign  A^nbafiTadors,  ^c.  foliciting  the  Miniftry, 
through  him,  for  favours.  That  his  acquaintance 
fhoulcj  be  courted  by  perfons  of  the  higheft  rank,  and 
obtained  only  by  4  few,  •  not  on  the  fpore  of  their  quai- 
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lity,  or  fortune,  but  merit.  Was  there  riot  a  fecret 
pride  in  receiving  thefe,  in  a  lodging  of  eight  Ihillings 
a  week,  and  walking  to  the  doors  of  all  the  greatclb 
men  of  the  age,  which  flew  open  at  his  approach  ?  Ne- 
ver fore  was  a  greater  triumph  of  parts  and  virtue,  over 
the  ufual  idols  of  the  world.  To  the  immortal  honoufr 
of  Swift  be  it  recorded,  that  he  was  the  firft  man  of 
letters  and  genius  that  we  read  of,  who  afferted  the  fiK 
periority  of  talents  over  titles,  of  virtue  over  wealth, 
in  the  face  of  the  great  and  the  rich ;  and  not  content 
with  vain  fpeculations,  and  idly  declaiming  on  thefub- 
jeft,  as  all  others. had  done,  boldly  demanded  and  re- 
ceived the  homage  due  to  fuch  fuperiority,  both  for 
himfelf  and  others.  This  he  could  never  have  done, 
had  he -not  convinced  the  Great,  that  however  they 
might  ftand  in  need  of  his  afliftance,  he  wanted  not 
theirs.  That  he  could  be  pcrfeftly  content  with  his 
prefent  fortune,  fmall  as  it  was,  and  return  to  his  wih 
lows  at  a  day's  notice,  on  any  ill  treatment,  without 
the  lead  reluftance.  That  they  could  have  no  hold  on 
him  cither  on  the  fcore  of  avarice,  or  ambition.  As 
to  the  former,  the  noble  refentment  which  he  (hewed 
to  the  firft  attempt  of  Lord  Oxford,  to  lay  him  under 
a  pecuniary  obligation ;  the  indignation  which  he  ex* 
preflTed  on  two  or  three  occafions,  on  bribes  being  of- 
fered to  him  for  hisintereftj  and,  above  all,  hisfcorn- 
ing  to  make  any  advantage  of  his  *  Works,  fo  con- 
trary to  the  cftablilhed  praftice  of  all  other  Authors, 
fliewed  that  he  was  unaflailable  in  that  way.  And  as  to 
ambition,  his  whole  conduft  proved  that  he  was  deter- 
mined to  owe  his  rife  wholly  to  his  own  merits,  and  not 

*  As  an  inftance  of  this,  he  fays,  in  hii  Journal  of  November  1711, 
^*  I  am  forry  I  fent  you  the  Examiner,  for  the  printer  is  going  to  print 
^hem  in  k  fmall  volume.  It  feems  the  author  is  too  proud^  to  have 
them  printed  by  fubfcription,  though  his  friends  offered,  they  fay>  to 
fn^c  it  wprth  five  hundred  pounds  to  him*'*  - 

to 
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to  any  rolicitation  or  intereft  on  his  hchalf.  In  (b<^> 
from  his  many  deelaracioni  to  others,  m  his  letters  be^ 
fore  quoted,  as  well  as  thofe  made  to  his  bofom  friend 
m  his  Journal^  and  from  th«  whole  tenour  of  his  a£lions, 
donfonant  to  thofe  declarations,  w€  may  fee  that  Swift, 
upon  joining  with  the  new  Miniftry,  had  laid  down  this 
rule  for  his  conduft  j  that  he  woold  fcrve  the  publick 
interefts,  and  the  common  caufe,  to  the  utmoft  of  his 
power;  that  he  would  exert  all  his  influence  in  pjomo-r 
ting  men  of  talents  and  worth ;  and  with  regard  to  his 
own  fortune,  leave  it  wholly  to  chance,  and  Court-gra- 
titude ;  of  which,  however,  he  had  fo  mean  an  opi- 
nion from  former  experience,  that  he  relied  little  on  it, 
and  was  perfectly  prepared  againft  any  difappointment. 
In  his  Journal  of  January  1710-1 1,  he  fays,  "  My  new 
friends  are  very  kind,  and  I  have  promifes  enough, 
but  I  do  not  count  upon  them  j  and  bcfides,  my  pre- 
tenccs  are  very  young  to  them.  However,  we  jSiall  fee 
what  may  be  done,  and  if  nothing  at  all,  I  ihall  not  be 
difappointed,  although  perhaps  poor  *  M.  D.  may,  and 
then  I  fliall  be  forrier  for  their  fakes  than  my  own." 
And  in  that  of  June  following,  he  fays,  "  Remember, 
if  I  am  ufed  ill  and  ungratefully,^  as  1  have  formerly 
been,  'tis  what  I  am  prepared  for,  and  ftiall  not 
wonder  at  it."  And  in  that  of  Odober  following, 
he  fays  to  Stella,  '^  1  have  no  (huddcring  at  all  to 
think  of  retiring  to  my  old  circumftanccs,  if  you  can 
be  cafy." 

But  while  Swift  was  thus  letting  occafions  flip,  and 
the  Minifters  deferring  the  reward  of  his  ferviccs,  there 
was  a  cabal  forming  at  Court,  which  put  a  ftop  to  his 
promotion  for  a  while,  and  had  nearly  prevented  a  pof- 
fibility  of  i%  during  that  reign.     It  is  to  be  obfcrved^ 

*  By  M.  D.  is  generally  meant  Stella,  though  fometimes  it  ftands 
for  Stella  and  Mrs.  Dingley. 

that 
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that  however  high  he  was  in  favour  with  the  Mini&ty^ 
it  doe$  not  appear  that  he  ^ver  ftood  well  wixh  the 
Qjieen^  or  that  flie  once  gave  him  the  leaft  mark  of  her 
countenance  or  favour.  Swift  had  mentioned  to  Stella^ . 
early  in  his  Journal^  that  Mr.  Harley  had  faid>  he 
vfould  prefcnt  him  to  the  Queen ,  but  in  his  fubfequenc 
one  of  January  1710-11,  he  fays,  Mr.  Harlcy,  of  latc^ 
has  faid  nothing  of  prcfenttng  me  to  the  Queen.— >1  was 
ovei'feen  when  I  mentioned  it  to  you.  He  has  fuch  4 
weight  of  affairs  on  him,  that  he  cannot  mind  all  1  but 
he  talked  of  it  three  or  four  times  to  me,  long  before  I 
dropt  it  to  you."  Nor  does  it  appeal*  afterwards^ 
through  the  courfe  of  the  Journal,  that  this  was  ever 
done,  or  that  the  Queen  took  the  leaft  notice  of  him« 
On  the  contrary,  it  is  to  be  feen  in  many  places  o^ 
Swift's  Works,  that  (he  had  imbibed  ftrong  prejudices, 
againft  him;  firft,  from  Dr.  Sharpe,  Archbilhop  of 
Yorke,  who  reprcfented  him  as  a  Free-thinker,  or  In- 
fidel j  a  charafter  which  that  religious  Queen  mud; 
above  all  others,  deteft  in  a  Clergyman :  and  next,  from 
the  Duchefs  of  Somerfct,  her  favourite,  who  hated 
Swift  mortally,  and  took  every  opportunity  of  reprc- 
lenting  him  in  the  worft  colours  to  her  Royal  Miftrefs. 
Sut,  gboye  all,  the  Queen  had  a  reafon  of  her  own  for 
difliking  Swift,  as  he  was  conttantly  employed  in  endea- 
vouring to  counterafl:  her  favourite  plan.  What  that 
iwas,  will  fufficiently  appear  from  the  following  extrads. 
In  his  Journal  to  Stella,  fo  early  as  February  17  lo-i  i,  he 
fays,  **ril  tell  you  one  great  ftate  fecret:  the  Queen,  fen* 
ifiblc  how  much  (he  was  governed  by  the  late  Miniftry, 
runs  a  little  into  t'other  extreme,  and  is  jealous  in  that 
jpoint,  even  of  thpfe  who  got  her  out  of  the  other's 
hands."  He  hints  the  fame  in  other  paflages  of  his 
journal.  But  in  fome  of  his  Trafts,'  publi(hed  fincc 
\iis  death,  he  is  quite  expliclf  on  this  article^  add  has 
"■^    ^      '  ■       ■  '   •■  ^   ' laid 
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laid  open  a  fccret  fpring  of  government,   which  wa*  ■ 
conftantly  operating  during  the  four  laft  years  of  that 
Queen;  and  which  being  concealed,  except  from  a  very  • 
few,  rendered  the  proceedings  of  the  Firft  Minifter 
wholly  unaccountable  to  his  friends  at  that  time,  and 
to  all  fince  who  have  entered  into  an  examination  of 
his  conduft;  but  which  being,  now  difclofcd>  at  once 
folves  a  riddle,  hitherto  thought  inexplicable.     In  his 
Traft,  intitled.  Memoirs  relating  to  the  Change  in  the 
Qucen^s  Miniftry  in  1710,  there  is  the  following  paf- 
fage.     **  She   (the  Queen)  grew  fo  jealous  upon  the  . 
change  of  her  fervants,  that  often,  out  of  fear  of  be- 
ing impofed  on,  by  an  over  caution,  fhe  would  impofe  • 
upon  berfelf.     She  took  a  delight  in  refufing  thofc  who 
were  thought  to  have  greatcft  power  with  her,  even  in 
the  moft  reafonable  things,  and  fuch  as  were  neceffary 
for  her  fervice,  nor  would  let  them  be  done,  until  (he 
fell  into  the  humour  of  it  herfelf.'*     In  another  Tfaft, 
intitled,  Jn  Enquiry  info  the  Behaviour  of  the  ^eerCs  lafi 
Minijiry^  there  is  a  paffage  to  the  fame  efFcft.     "  But 
in  difpenfing  her  favours,  (be  was  extremely  cautious 
and  flow  j  and  after  the  ufual  miftake  of  thofe  who 
think  they  have  been  often  impofed  on,  became  fo  very 
fufpicious,  that  (he  over-fhot  the  mark,  and  erred  on 
the  other  extreme.     When  a  pqrfon  happened  to  be  re- 
commended as  ufcful  for  her  fervice,  or  proper  to  be. 
obliged,  perhaps,  after  a  long  delay,  flie  would  con-. 
fent>  but  if  the  Treafurer  offered  at  the  fame  time  a 
warrant,  or  other  inftrumcnt  to  her,  already  prepared, 
in  order  to  be  figned,  becaufe  he  prefumed  to  reckon 
on  her  confent  before-hand,  fhe  would  noti  and  thus 
the  affair  would  fpmetimes  lie  for  feveral  months  toge- 
ther, although  the  thing  were  ever  fo  reafonable,  or 
that  even  the  publick  fufFcred  by  the  delay.     So  that 
thU  Minifter  had  no  other  remedy,  but  to  let  her  Ma- 

jefly 


DOCTOR    SWIFT.  iig 

jcfty  take  her  own  time,  which  never  failed  to  be  the 
^cry  longeft,  that  the  nature  of  the  thing  could  fuffcr 
her  to  defer  it/'  Hence  it  is  evident,  that  the  Queen, 
who  had  long  beeri  weary  of  the  bondage  in  which 
Ihe  was  held  by  the  Whig  Miniftry,  was  deter- 
mined, upon  a  change,  that  fhe  would  not  bruig  her- 
fdf  into  the  fanne  prcdicannent  again,  but  was  refolved 
to  (hew  that  (he  had  a  will  of  her  own,  and  that  (he 
would  exert  it ;  and,  in  order  to  be  able  to  do  this  ef- 
feftually,  her  plan  was,  not  to  fufFer  the  Tory  intereft 
to  grow  too  ftrong,  but  to  keep  fuch  a  number  of 
Whigs  ftill  in  office,  as  (hould  be  a  conftrant  check  up- 
on her  Minifters,  againft  any  encroachments  of  that 
fort.  In  the  above-mentwned  Trad,  there  are  feveral 
paflTages  that  prove  this  point.  In  one  it  is  faid,  "  It  is 
moft  certain,  when  the  Queen  firft  began  to  change 
her  fcrvahts,  it  was  not  from  a  diflike  of  things,  but 
of  pcrfons  j  and  thofe  perfons  were  a  very  fmall  num- 
ber. And  afterwards,  when,  upon  fome  events,  things 
-were  pu(hcd  farther  than  fhe  at  firft  intended,  it  was 
with  great  regret  (he  faw  fome  of  the  principal  great 
Officers  among  the  Whigs  refign  their  employments. 
For,  fays  the  Author,  "  She  had  entertained  the  no- 
tion of  forming  a  moderate  or  comprehenfive  fchcmc, 
which  (he  maintained  with  great  firmnefs,  nor  would 
•ever  depart  from,  until  about  half  a  year  before  her 
death."  This  cond^uft,  no  doubt,  was  good  policy  in 
the  Queen,  in  order  fo  preferve  a  due  (hare  of  autho- 
rity to  herfelf  i  but  at  the  fame  time  her  Minifter  fuf- 
fered  extremely  by  it,  who  bore  the  brunt  of  all  this 
trimming  and  moderation,  which  were  imputed  to  fom*e 
fecretdedgns  of  his  own,  and  caufed  incurable  jealou- 
fies  and  fufpicions  in  his  friends,  as  well  as  the  whole 
Tory  party.  Of  this  Swift  gives  the  following  account 
in  the  fame  Traft,     **  I  remember  it  was  then  com^ 

monly 
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inonly  und(!rft6od  and  expc£bed>  that  when  the  feflioif 
ended,  a  general  removal  would  be  made  :  but  it  hap- 
pened otherwife ;.  for  not  only  few  or  none  were  turned 
out,  but  much  deliberation  was  ufed  in  fupplying  com- 
mon vacancies  by  death.     This  manner  of  proceedings 
in  a  Prime  Minifter,  I  confefs,  appeared  to  me  wholly 
iinaccountable,  and  without  example;  and  I  was  little 
fatisfied  with   the  folution  I  had  heard>    and  partly 
knew,  that  he  adlied  thus  to  keep  men  at  his  devotion, 
by  letting  expectation  lie  in  common ;  for  I  found  the 
tffeft  did  not  anfwer ;  and  that  in  the  mean  time  he  led 
ib  uneafy  a  life,  by  folicitations  and  purfuits,  as  no  man 
would  endure,  who  had  a  remedy  at  hand.    About  the 
beginning  of  his  Miniflry,  I  did,  at  the  requeft  of  fe- 
veral  confidcrable  perfons,  take  the  liberty  of  repre- 
senting this  matter  to  him.     His  anfwer  was  fliort  and 
cold ;  that  he  hoped  his  friends  would  truft  him  i  that 
he  heartily  wi(hed  that  none,  but  thofe  who  loved  the 
Church  and  Queeil,  were  employed,  but  that  all  could 
not  be  done  on  a  fudden.     I  have  reafon  to  believe, 
chat  his  neareft  acquaintance  were  then  wholly  at  a  lofe 
what  to  think  of  his  conduct.     He  was  ^brced  to  prc- 
ferve  the  opinion  of  power,  without  which  he  could,  not 
aft;  while,  in  reality,  he  had  little  or  none;  and  be- 
iides,  he  thought  it  became  him  to  take  the  burden  of 
reproach  upon  himfelf,   rather  than  lay  it  upon  the 
Queen,  his  Miftrefs,  who  was  groWn  very  pofitive,  flow, 
^nd  fufpicious ;  and  from  the  opinion  of  having  been 
formerly  too  much  dircfted,  fell  in  to  the  other  extreme, 
and  became  diffieu^It'to  be  advifed.     So  that  fe^  Mini- 
fters  had  ever  perhaps  a  harder  game  to  play,  between 
thejealoufy  and  difcontcnts  of  his  friends  on  one  fide, 
and  the  mai>agement  of  the  Queen's  temper  on  the 
other."     In  another  part  of  the  fame  Traft,  there  is  a 
paflfage  to  the  fame  effedt.     *<  Upon  Mn  Harley's.  re- 
covery. 
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covery,  which  was  foon  followed  by  his  promotion  to 
an  EaridoiiH  ^^  ^^hc  Treafurcr's  Staff,  he  was  earneftly 
preflcd  to  go  on  with  the  change  of  employments,  far 
which  his  friends  and  the  kingdom  were  v*ry  impatient  j 
wherein  I  am  confident  he  was  not  unwilling  to  com* 
ply,  if  a  new  incident  had  not  put  farther  difficulties 
in  his  way.  The  Queen,  having  thought  fit  to  take 
the  key  from  the  Diiehefs  of  Marlborough^  it  was,  af- 
ter fome  time,  given  to  another  great  Lady  (the 
Duchefs  of  Somerfet)  wholly  in  the  interefts  of  the 
oppofite  party ;  who,  by  a  moft  obfcquious  behaviour, 
of  whiehflicis  aperff^ft  miftrefs,  and  the  privilege  of 
her  place,  which  gave  her  continual  accefs,  quickly  won 
fo  far  upon  the  afTcftions  of  her  Majcfty,  that  Ihe  had 
more  pcrfonal  credit  thkn  all  the  Queen's  fervants  put 
together.  Of  this  Lady's  character  and  ftory,  having 
fpoken  fo  much  in  other  papers,  which  may  one  day 
fee  the  light,  I  (hall  only  obfervc,  that  as  foon  as  fbc 
was  fixed  in  her  flation,  the  Queen,  following  the  courfe, 
of  her  own  nature,  grew  daily  more  difficult,  and  un- 
c  complying.  Some  weak  endeavours  were  indeed  ufed 
to  divert  her  Majcfty  from  this  choice  j  but  Ihe  conti* 
nued  fteady,  and  pleaded,  that  if  Ihe  might  not  have 
the  liberty  of  choofing  her  own  fervants,  flie  could  not 
fee  what  advantage  (he  had  gotten  by  the  change  of  her 
Miniftry :  and  fo  little  was  her  heart  fet  upon  what  they 
call  a  High-Church,  or  Tory  Adminiftration,  that  fe- 
veral  employments  in  Court  and  Country,  and  a  great 
majority  in  all  Commiffions,  remained  in  the  hands  of 
thofe  who  moft  oppofed  the  prefcnt  proceedings."  And, 
as  a  farther  confirmation  of  the  Queen's  difpofition  in 
this  refpeft,  he  fays,  in  the  fecond  part  of  the  above 
Traft,  *'  Her  only  objeftion  againft^feveral  Clergymen, 
recommended  to  her  for  promotions  in  the  Church, 
was  their  being  too  violent  in  party.     And  a  *  Lady, 

*  Lady  Mafliam. 

in 
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(in  high  favour  with  her,  has  frequently  affur^d  me, 
•that  whenever  Ihc  moved  the  Queen  to ,  difcard  feme 
•perfons^  who,  upon  all  occafions,  with. gr<eat  virulence, 
:Oppofed  the  Court,  her  Majefty  would  conftantly  rc- 
.f^ife,  and  at  the  fame  time  condemn  her  for  too  much 
.party-zeal.'*     Such  being  the  Queen's  fyftem  of  con- 
duft,  it  is  evident  that  Swift  muft  have  been  more  ob- 
noxious to  her>  than  any  man  living,   as  he  was  the 
.mod  unwearied  in  his  e.ndeayours  to  counteraA  her 
-views,  by  rooting  out  the  Whigs  entirely,  aod  there- 
fore Ihe  mufl:  conftantly  have  looked  upon  him  with  an 
evil  eye»    But  when  at  laft  he  made  a  direfi:  attempt  to 
get  her  to  difcharge  her  favourite,  the  Duchefs.of  So- 
,merfct,  in  a  Copy  of  Vcrfes  addrefled   to  the. Queen, 
the  moll  bitter,  with  regard  to  the  Duchcfs,  perhaps, 
that  ever  was  penned,    called  "  The  Windfor  Pro- 
phecy ;"  the  Queen  gave  evident  marks  of  her  difplca- 
fure^  and  took  afterwards  an  opportunity  of  fhewing 
her  refcntmcnt  to  the  Author,  by  proclaiming  a  reward 
of  three  hupdred  pounds  for  difcovering  the  Author  of 
a  Pamphlet,   called  The  Public  Spirit  of  the  fVhigs, 
which  ftie  knew  to  have  been  written  by  Swift,  in  fup- 
port  of  the  Miniftry,    This  faft  he  has  conimemorated, 
in  a  Copy  of  Verfes  on  himfelf,  where,  fpeaking  of  the 
Puchefs  of  Somerfet,  he  fays. 

From  her  red  locks  her  mouth  with  venom  fills. 
And  thence  into  the  Royal  ear  inftils. 
The  Queen  incens'd,  his  fer vices  forgot. 
Leaves  him  a  viftim  to  the  vengeful  Scot: 
Now  through  the  realm  a  proclamation  fpreadj 
To  fix  a  prrce  on  his  devoted  head : 
While  innocent,  he  fcorns  ignoble  flight. 
His  watchful  friends  preserve  him  by  a  flcight^ 

And 
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•-  An3  m  the  Preface  to  hi^  Hijlorfof  thj  Four  Jdji  Tears 
Iff  ^jteen  Jnne,  he  fay^,  '*'  I  Was  fb  far  from  hia\^ing  any 
6bIigitioH'  to  the  Crb\^h/tllat,  ort  the  d6ntrary,  hcf^ 
Majeffjr iffued  i  Proclamation*/ offering  three. hundred*^ 
founds  id  "ahy  pttf<^ri  ^Vhb  vctJuld  diicover  the  Aiithof 
cf  a  c^Ytain  Ihorc  Ti-eapifcf^  which  the  Qjjeen  Well  knev^ 
td  have'betJh  Written"  by  me.*'  ^  ; 

■  Fr6rh;a3l  that  ha^-^b-eeri'bffVred  lipbrf  thib  head,  we 
ttiay  cltarly 'deduce  the  reafon  why  Swift  reiriairied  fiich 
a  length  of  time  without  any  promotion,  aAd  may  fairly 
exonerate; Lbrd  Oxford  frci'm  the  Charges  Wade  againft 
Mb  on  th'a;'t  fcofe.  It  iVrio\^  evident,  tlioilgh'befbri! 
it  was  a'.fe.cret  to  the  world,  that  he  had,  by  ho  means 
tffiar  iiegree  bf  powet,  which  he  Was  fuppoCed  tb  enjoy, 
hi  any  n(i*atter'Wh'ate\rer ;'  but;*  in  any  pprnt  tlTat  did  hot 
ftll  in  withilbr  Majefty's  plcafure',  he'fiad  nbneat  all, 
much  left  therefore  irj  fdch  as  (lie  was  fct  -again ft.  A- 
^ong  Miich  hlirfiber,  chit  of  the  proinotioH  .of  Dn 
Swifts  Tbr  the^reafons'above-rriehtioned,  felgiifii  to  have 
been  on^^  if,  ^s  he  has  related,  *'^Hel-  orff^  bbjcftion 
againftfevefitClergyrrieh^  recbrliniended  to  h*er  for  pro-i* 
motions  in  the  Church,  was  their  being'  t66  Viblent  in 
jpartyi**  howliivich  more  ftrohgly  muft'thislikve  ope- 
fated  w^tK-fegard  to  him/wKofe  zeal  in  th^e  cadfe  he' 
hacl  efpoufed,  tranfpbrtfd  him  lb  beyond  aU'bbuhds  bt 
trioderjitibri,  as  to  keep  ho  iheafures  cyerifwith  her^ 
thbugh  h^'-^dl  krte^W  het'difpofitioii.  Of  tliis  He  gave 
aftrong^propf  in  the  Wihdfor  PrbphecJ^  j  tlietertdency 
of  which  was,'  t6  prevafl  ofi  hei-Majeftf  to  rebbve  the 
l)ucJhefsi)iFlSMerfet,  the  p^atrdttft^  of  th^  Whig  caufci* 
by 'thcmttffi  bitter  in Veftives  oh:het-  char^ftVri  from  her 
•pqfti  arfd  t6  re^cerVii  Mrs,  MaAami  Wlib  Wk^  equally 
attached  to^fe^Toty  ihtererfi.  i'n.  hei;  plaee/  ^He  was  ^o 
mdifcrect  ai' to' gfve  orders  for  the  publieatlbn  bf  that 
pSect/ whith^woulS  ha ve .  beferf ''dbne,    had'^hot  Mri. 
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Mallham  prevented  it.  Of  this  he  gives  the  foIlowiiTg 
^ccountj  ia  his  Journal  of  December  171  !•  "I  eall-^ 
ed  at  noon  at  Mrs*  Maibam's>  who  defired  me  not  tOt 
let  the  Prophecy  be  pubtifhedi  for  fear  of  angering  the 
Queen  about  the  Duchefs  of  Somerfet;  (b  I  wrote  ta 
the  printer  to  (lop  them.  They  have  been  printed,; 
and  given  about^  but  not  fold."  And  a  little  lower^ 
he  fays,  *'  I  entertained  our  Society  at  the  Thatched- 
houfe  tavern  to-day  at  dinner ;  but  brother  Bathurft 
ient  for  wine,  the  houfe  affording  none.  The  printer 
h^  not  received  my  letter,  and  fo  he  brought  us  a  dor 
aten  a-piece  of  the  Prophecy  i  but  I  ordered  him  to 
part  with  no  more.  *Tid  an  admirable  good  one,  and 
people  are  mad  for  it/^  As  this  Society  confided  ol 
fixteen,  we  here  fee  there  was  a  fufiicieat  number  ^t 
abroad,  to  have  it  generally  fpread;  fothat  it  was  na 
difficult  matter  for  the  Duchefs  to  procure  a  co{^>, 
which  file  kept  by  her  in  peUo^  ^till  ihe  fhould  find  a^ 
convenient  feafbn  for  wreaking  her  revenge.  This  fodn 
offered  itlelf,  when  he  was  recommended  to  the  Queen 
for  a  vacant  Bifboprick,  from  which  he  was  precluded 
l)y  the  Duchefs,  in  the  manner  before  related.  Who* 
ever  reads  that  Proj^ccy,  is  acquainted  with  the: 
,Queen*s  difppfition*  and  knows  the  aicendency  which^, 
the  Duchefs  maintained  over  her  to  the  la{t>  will,  nbi 
wonder  that  Swift  remained  fo  long  without  any  pro- 
motion. That  Lord  Oxford  was  Iblicitoisis  for  hi^ 
fricnd^s  preferment!  appears  from  his  reconomending; 
him  fo  early  to  ^  BiIhoprick„  which  wa&  a  faft  of  gene-, 
ral  notorii^ty  ai  that  tlme^  and  luice  confirmed  ta  me  hy^ 
good  authority.  .And  the  reafons  are  noAv  equally  obr* 
vious,  why  it  was  not  ia  the  Lord  Trcafutcr'Ss  power  to, 
promote  him  afterwards  j  though  it  ]$  probable  that  he 
ftudioufly  concealed  this frqm Swift„  ash^pmightthink; 
tfec  difcoverjf  of  his  inah^illty  to  fcryc  him>  might  havc^ 

fisnt 


fetit  hito  h^tk  to  his  wiHows>  at  a  i\m6ii%tnht  molt^ 
Utrcded  hi^  afliftance,  Bui  to  make  him  amendsi  he 
Viewed  hirri  every  pel-fonstl  kiodoefs  inhis  po^^r^  pro- 
vided for  all  whom  he  rccomrriendcdj  and  ntvtx^  a« 
Swift  himielf  declares^  rcfufed  him  anf  thing  that  hd 
alked^ 

In  this  fituatk^n  Swift  reitiained  during  the  fpace  o^ 
two  years  and  a  halfi  from  his  firft  acquaintance  wittt 
the  Miniftry;  often  declaring  to  Stellai  thiit  he  Waii 
Weary  o^  the  icene  in  which  ht  was  engaged^  and  o^ 
the  part  limhich  he  took  in  it  j  frequently  cxpreiting  ah' 
carneft  deGre  of  returning  to  his  former  fituationj  and 
declaring  aa  often,  that  nothing  rcftratned  hirti  frotrf 
doing  it,  but  that  he  thought  hiiDfelf  obliged j  both  inr 
honour  and  duty,  not  to  defert  the  caiife  in  which  hct; 
was  eng^ed,  and  of  which  he  was  the  great  champipd>/ 
*till  he  had  doile  every  thing  in  his  power  towards  th* 
cftablifliment  add  fuppprt  of  it»  When  therefore  h^ 
had  nearly  finiftied  his  Hiftory  of  the  Peate  of  UtrtchCi 
which  was  the  Uft  work  he  jpropofed  on  the  fubjed,  he 
determiiied  to  ftay  no  k>nger>  unlefs  fomething  ho« 
Hourable  were  done  for  him.  At  this  junAiiref  there 
happened  to  be  vacant  three  Deaneries  in  Ireland^  and 
a  Canonry  of  Windfor,  with  fome  other  Church  pfe<^ 
&rments  in  £ngland.  Swift  therefore  fllently  refolved^- 
if  tfat^  were  no  notice  taken  of  him  on  this  occalbnt 
to  return  to  Laracor,  and  have  done  with  Courts  iot 
tver*  The  ac(k>unt  we  have  of  this  in  his  JoUrnali 
writteti  td.the  hoUr,  will  beft  irproient  to  us  hisftated 
mind  at  that  time.  Journal,  April  13^  171  j*  "  Th|§ 
morning  my  friend  Mr^  Lewis  came  to  nte,  and  (htwtdr 
me  an  order  Ibra  warrant  for  the  three  vslcant  DeahiK^i 
ties,  but  AoUe  uf  them  to  me&  This  was  wl^l  I  alwayii 
fbrefaw^  and  received  the  notice  o^  it  betterj  I  believe^ 
than  hit'otpeAedi    i  bid  Mh  Lewis  tcU  my  Lord  thli^ 
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fiircr,  fhat  Ttake  nothing  ill  of  himy  but  htf  not  giving  mi: 
timely  notii^y  asbefromi/ed  to  Jo,  if  he  found  the  ^een^ 
vtsuldrdO'nothirig'^for  me.     Ac  noon,    Lord  Trcafurci^ 
hcai:iiigLibas»io- Mr.  Lewis's  Office,  came  to  me,  and 
&kL  many  diing^  too  long  to  repeat.     I  told  hin^,:  I  had 
nothing  to  do  but  go  to  Ireland  immediately,,  for  I 
iioirid  nbt^  with 'any  reputation,  ftsiy  longer  here,  un- 
Kfs  I  had  fomecbiiig  honourable  immediately  given  t6 
mc;    We  dined  tdgetiher  at  the  Duke  of  Ormond's. 
He  there  told  me  he-  had  flopped  the  waarrahti  for  the 
Beans,  thar  what  vas  done  forme  might  be  at  the 
fariric  timcy  andi.hc  Hoped  to  compafs  it  to-night;  but 
I  believe  hiirt  not.     I  told  the  Duke  of  Ormond  my 
intcbtions.     He  is  content  Sterne  Ihould  be  a  Bifliop, 
and  I  have  St.  Patrick*s,  bm  I  belies  nothing  will  corac  . 
of  ity  for  ftay  Iwill  not  ^  and  fo  I  bcrfeve  y&a  will  fcor 
me  ia  Dublin  before  ApriF  ends.     I  a^  tefs  out  of  hii>- 
mour  riian  you  would  imagine  j  and  if  it  were'not  that 
io^ertinent  peo(:)le  'would  condole  with  me,  as  they 
tifcd  to  give  me  joy,  I  would  value  it  lefs.     But  I  .ftilk 
avcfid  company,  and  mufter  up  my  baggage,  arid  fend 
thedi  next  Moiiday.by  %he  carrier  to. Chefttrr,  anrd  go  fee 
ihy 'willoivsy  agarnft  the  expe6f  atioa  of  ail  thfc  world. 
-  f?rj4th..    I  dined  i»  the  City  to-day,  and  ordered  a? 
lod^iag  to  be  got  ready  for  me,-  againft  \  came'to  pacfc 
vprny  thingSLj!  for  I  will  leavr  this  end  of  the  torwii- as* 
fbon/^$  ever  the  warrants  fot-   th«   Deaneries  are  our^ 
T5A'h.pch  are  yec  ilopped.     Lord*  Treafurer  cold  Lewis» 
tfeafi'k  flaroi^d  be  determined  td^ntgbt ;  and  fo  he  will 
fiay  f  htindrecfnigbtsij'fdhe^id  ycfterday,  biiflvaiuc 
Jbfiotir.  !My;daJiy5jom:nalslhaIl  be  But  fhort>  *tili  I  get 
)it(20beh^  cityy^rand  cfen'  I  will  fend  away  fhisi  •aod-fol-. 
koJWJMl^nlyfclfs  J  .defigb   to  walk  it  all  thowarf  to^'Che-' 
|J?erj'tey  ijian  and!l>  by  ten  milcsabday..     It  will  ddroyt 
hcai^b  &  grj?^  .<fcal  apf  good.    ?!  ihlall  4o  it  ia  fourtecil . 
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^  « 

^  15th.  Lord  Bolingbrokc  made  me  dfiie  With  him 
^6-day  (I  was  as  good  company  asevcf)  and  told  me 
the  Queen  would  determine  fomethingTor  me  to-riighr. 
The  di/pufeisWiNDSOKy  or  St.  Patrick V.  I  told  hirti 
I  would  not  flay  for  their  difputes,  and  he  thought  I 
was  in  the  right.  Lord  Mafliam  told  me,  that  Lad;^ 
Mafham  is  angry  I  have  not  been  to  fee  her  fince  thife 
bu(ine(s,  »and  defires  I  will  come  to-morrow.  ' 

«*  i€th.     1  was  this  noon  at  Lady  Mafham's,  wh6 
was  juft  come  from  Kenfington,  where  her  eldcft  foh 
is^fick.     She  ftid  much  to  me  of  what  Ihe  had  talked 
to  the  Queen  and  Lord  Treafurer.     The  poor  Lady  feU 
^Jbedding  tears  openly.     SBe  €ould  net  bear  t0  think  of  mj 
paving  St.  Patrich%   &c.     I  was  never  more  moved 
than  to  fee  fo  much  friendihip.     I  would  hot  ftay  witli 
her,  but  went  and  dined  with  Dr.  Arbuthnot,  with  Mrl 
Berkeley,  one  of  your  Fellows,  whom  I  have  recom^- 
mended  to  the  Doftor,  fcf^.     Mr.  Lewis  tells  me,  that 
the  Dul^e  of  Ormond  has  been  to-day  with  thfe  Queen, 
and  (he  was  content  that  Dr.  Sterne  fhould'be  Bilhopj  df 
Dromore,  and  I  Dean  of  St.  Patrick's  5'  but  then  oui 
€ame  Lord  Treajurevy  andfaid^  that  he  liwuld^ot  bejattf^ 
fied^  hut  that  1  muft  be  a  Prebendary  of  Windjhr.     Thus 
he  perplexes  things.     Iexpe£f7ieitber\  buti  confefs, 'as 
much  aft  I  love  England,  I  am  fo  angry  at  this  treat- 
ment, that,  if  I  had  my  choice,  I  would  rather  have 
Stfc  Patrick's.     Lady  MaQiam  fays,   Ihe  will  fpeak  to 
ihc  purpofe  to  the  Queen  to-morrow. 
.    •*  lytb.     I  went  to  dine  at  Lady  Mafliam^s  to-day, 
and  ihe  was  taken  ill  of  a  fore  throat,  and  is  aguifh^ 
She  fpoke  to  the  Queen  lafl  nighty  but  hiTd  not  much 
time*  *  The  Queen  fays,  fhe  will  determineto-morrow 
with  Lord  Trcafuscr.     The  warrants  for  the  Deaneries 
are  ftill  (loppedy  for  fear  i .  Qiould  be  gone.    Do  you 
think  any  thing  will  be  done  ?  I  don't  carC' whether  (h^^ 
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|a  or  no.  Jn  the  mean  time,  I  prepare  fot  my  journey, 
9n4  Tee  no  great  people,  nor  will  fee  Lord  Treafurer 
f ny  more,  if.  I  go.  l-ord  Treafurer  told  Mr.  Lewis  it 
Piould  be  done  to-night,  fp  he  faid  five  nights  ago, 

^8th,  "  Thi^  morning  Mr  Lewis  ftnt  inc  word^ 
♦h^t  l-or4  Treafurer  told  him  the  Queen  would  deter* 
mine  at  noon.  Ac  three.  Lord  Treafurer  fent  to  me  to 
come  to  his  lodgings  ^t  St,  Jamei^'s,  an4  told  me,  th« 
jQiieei)  was  at  Uft  refolved  that  Dr*  Sterne  Ihould  be 
Biihop  of  Prompre,  an^  I^  Dean  of  St.  P^Uick%  and 
th^t  Sterne's  warrant  fliould  be  drawn  immediately, 
\f6U  know  tbf  DiMfry  if  in  the  I)ukf,  ^  Ormfnd'f  gift  %  ^nl 
tbif  is  (0i(erteJ  between  tbf  ^(en»  l9r4  TreafurtTt  an4 
Puk^  of  Ormonde  to  mfkf  room  f^  AFff  I  do  not  know 
whether  if  will  yet  bedoqei  fome  unlucky  accident 
]^ay  yet  comet  Neither  c^n  I  feel  joy  at  pafllpg  my 
days  in  Ireland  \  and  I  confejs  I  thou^t  the  Minifify  votUd 
not  let  megfii  IfUt  f^rbaff  they  (anupt  help  it. 

^  igth.  J  forgot  to  tell  you,  that  Lord  Treafurer 
forced  me  to  dine  with  himyefterday,  as  ufual,  with  hia 
Saturday  company,  which  Idid,  after  frequent  refufals. 
To  ^^7 1  dined  with  »  private  friend,  and  was  not  nt 
Court.  After  dinner,.  Mr.  Lewis  fent  me  word,  th^t 
the  Quern  ftayeci  'till  (he  knew  whether  the  Puke  of 
QrriiQnd  approved  pf  Sterne  for  a  Biihop.  I  went  this 
jpvepipg)  and  found  the  Puke  of  Qrmond  at  the  Cock* 
pir,  and  told  him^  apd  de0re4  he  would  go  to  the 
QiicFn,  and  approve  of  Sterii?^  He  padeokje^um^  »nc| 
fleiired  I  woi|Id  name  any  other  Dean^ry^  for  he  did  not 
]ike  Sterne  ^  that  Sterne  never  went  to  fee  hiip  i  th^  h^ 
was  Influenced  by  the  Archbilhop  of  Duhlim  ^e4  fQ 
nil  i;^  now  broken  again,  I  fent  out  for  Lord  Treafii^ 
|rer>  and  told  him  this.  He  Jay^^  ,^ll  will  do  weH\  hut- 
/  v^h^  not.wiai  he  fays,  Tb»  ftffpenfr  vej^l  me  WQfk 
lb*5«J$Hing?U9. 
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" '  •*  20th.  I  went  to-dayj  by  appointment,  to  flie 
Cock-pit,  to  talk  with  the  Duke  of  Ormond.  He  re- 
jpeated  the  fame  propofals  of  any  other  Deanery,  G?^. 
I  defired  he  wouM  put  me  out  of  the  <iafe,  and  do  as 
hepleafed.  Then,  with  great  kindnefs,  he  faid  he 
would  cotafeht ;  but  would  do  it  for  no  man  elfe  but  me, 
fef^.  And  {6  perhaps  (bmething  will  come  of  it.  I 
can't  tell. 

**  t2ift.  The  Duke  of  d^mond  has  told  the  Queen, 
lie  is  iatisfied  Sterne  fiiould  be  Bifhop,  and  fhe  confents 
1  &all  be  Deane  s  and  1  fuppofe  warrants  will  be  drawn 
in  si<lay  or  two.  I  dintd  at  an  alt-houfe  with  Parnell 
and  Berkeley;  for  I  am  not  in  a  humour  to  go  among 
thc'Minifters,  though  Lord  Dartmouth  invited  me  to 
dine  with  him  to-day,  and  Lord  Treafurer  was  to  be 
there*  I  faid  I  woold,  if  I  were  out  of  fufpenie* 
'  "  aid.  The  Queen  fays,  the  warrants  fhall  be 
drawn,  but  fhe  will  difpofe  of  all  in  England  and 
Ireland  at  once^  to  be  teafed  no  more.  This  will 
lielay  it  fome  time,  and  while  it  is  delayed/  /  am  noi 
fart  of  the  ^eetti  w^  enemies- Mng  iufy.  I  hate  this  fuf- 
penfe. 

*  *'  a^d;  I  dined  yefterday  with  General  Hamilton: 
1  fei^ot  t6  tell  you;  I  write  fliort  Journals  now*  I 
have  eggs  on  the  fpit.  This  night  the  Queen  has  fign« 
td  all  the  warrants,  among  which,  Sterne  is  Bifliop  of 
Dromore;  and  the  Duke  of  Ormond  is  to  fend  over  an 
lorder  for  making  me  Dean  of  St.  Patrick's.  Ihave  no 
doubt  of  him  at  all.  I  think  'tis  now\  paft.  But  you 
lee  what  a  eonditton  I  am  in.  I  thought  i  was  to  pay 
but  fix  hundred  pounds  for  the  houfe,  b\it  the  Bifhop 
^  Clogher  fays  eight  hundred  pounds ;  firft^frutts,  a* 
^boutfHie  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  Irifli;  and  fo  with 
a  patent,  (^c.  a  thoufand  pounds  in  all  %  fo  that  I  ihall 
OQt  be  the  better  for  the  Deanery  thefe  three  years.    I 

K  4  hope. 
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^^pc*.  in  fonjq  time^ .  tliey  will  be  perfuaded  here  to  give 
xpe  foFne  money, to  pay  off  thcfe  debts.     J,m,ufl:  SxdSi 
the  book  I  am  writing,  beforie  I  can.  go.  over  ^  and  they 
iexpe£t  I  ihall  pafs  next. winter  here,   and  fihcp.!  wjU 
drive  them  to  give  me  a  fum  of  moneys    However,  | 
hope  to  pafs  four  or  five  montl)s  with  you,.-  ,l.reccivc4 
four's  to-ni^ht;  juft  ten  lyeeks.  fincje  I  had  yourjaft-    J 
fhaii  write  next  poft  to  Biftiop  Sterne.     Nevenroan«Jiad 
fo  many  enemies  of  Ireland  as.hc.     I  carried  itrwirhthc 
ftrongeft  handi.poifible.     If  :he  dofs  not  uictne  weH^ 
and  gently,  in  >yhat  dealings  I  jft^^l  have  with  hinii  h^ 
will  be  the.  moft  unjgrweful.ijf;ni4nkind. ^^.f^^ 
ajhop  of  Torky  my  mOV/^l  enemy y  J^usfenty  by  a  third  if  and^ 
that  be  would  M  glad  (Q  fee  me*    Skall  IJee  him  qrnot^ 
J  hope  to  be  ovpy  in  *  month.    I  fhall  anfwer  yourr  rattl^ 
foon  i  but  xip  more  JournJ^ls.    I  ihall ;  be  very .  bufy^ 
•Short  ktters  from  henceforward.  ^  I  Aiall  not  part  with 
•J^aracor  i  that  i?  all  I  have,  to  live  oa>  except  thePeMj 
cry  be  worth  o^ore  than  four'hundr^d  pounds  ajcar  *^ 
4s  it  ?  Pray  write  nie  a  good  h^mour'd  letter  iipgjedjr 
jtcly^  let  it  \>k  ever  fo  fhort.   Thi^  affair  wasi. carried  with 
great  difficulty,  which  vexes  me.     But  they  fay  hw'Ci  it 
.1$  much  to  my  reputation,  th^t  J  have  made-.a  Bifoop^ 
infpte  of  all  t}^e  .world^^  atid$o  gft  the  beji  B£if fiery  in  Jr^ 
hnd'\,  ^  ,         .        , 

^^  26thf  J  was  at  Court  to-day,  «nd  a  thoufand 
people  gave  me  joy  ^  fo  I  rap  out..  I  dined  with  Lor^ 
Orkney.  Yefterday  I  dined  with  Lord  Treafurer,  .;w4 
his  Saturday  people,  asyfual;  and  was  fo  bcrdcan'd^ 
^c.  The  Arcbbijhof  of  Torkjays  he.  willn^er  mfreffe^ft 
4^^ainji  tr^€,'\  .  ... 

From  an  examination  of  this  extraft,  we  <hall  clearly 
fee^  that  the. great  pbftacle  to  Swift's  prefernjenta  wa» 

*  TWs  Deanery  was  worth  more  than  fcven  hundred.  '  *• 

f  i:hj»  pipftxe^nfi^erable  in  p^unt  of  rank,  but  not  incoiae;  -^  •     • 

'*  -  .  the 
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i<fce prejudice  conceived  againft-h'^n  fey  the-QjiccriV^  *nd 
j^pf  any  ncgk£t  or  want  of  fricadihiprin  the  Miniftryj 
.JSfC.  fecffjs  to. have. been  hinafelf  o/^chis  opiniQ^v  wbece 
inlays,  upojv finding  tftat  noucpf  tl^c  Deaneries  w^rc 
^iy^A^to  hjrp,  "  1  bid  Mr.  I^ewUi.tclJ  nniy  Lord  Trca-« 
,j&irer>  fhat  J*iakfi  nothing  ill  of  him,  hut  Ms  mt -giving  me 
.$imely  mtice^  es  bepromif^d  to.doy  if  h  found  the  ^etn  . 
^ould  doMthingf^pm,"'-  ■':■:'■■- 

,  '  Awi  afterward^  iq  the.progrcft  of  this  affair/  ht 
eKpreflfes  his  -iuj^^eion  more  ftrongly  in   that>  poinr^ 
^vrhere  he  fays,  ^*  This  will  delay  it  fon>e  time,  and  while 
it  is  delayed,  Jammtfure  gf  the  ^een,  my  enemies. kei- 
4v^  iufjw   I  hate  this  fufpenfeW   It  is*  evident  .alfo,  that 
-the  -Lor4  Tre^furer,  uppn  hearing  Swift's  deqlaratioa 
Ttte  Mr,  Lp^is>  wa^  greatly  alarmed,  and  began  to  beftir 
himfelf  with  all   bis-alight.     The  warrants- for  the 
Peans  were  icnniiediately  flopped,  to  prevent  Swift*sde- 
>p4j^iag,  as  he  .threatened  he  would.     And  though  the 
iaffajr  was  not  carried   on  with  that  difpatch*    which 
JS^ft'^.  i^^P^icncc  required,,  ye.t  it  is  evident,  the  Trea^ 
fur^r  wa§  exerting  his  utnioit.endeav.ours  to  accompUfh 
the  point  for  him  in  his  pwn  way.     He  wa;^  by.  pp 
,ip?anfi  Satisfied  that  his  friend  (boptd  be  fent  to  Ireland, 
aDd:was  tiiereforeuiingali  his  influence  to  get  him  4 
Qaponry  ^of  Windfor,  wpich  he  knew  alfo  would  be 
mqci>  n^pre  agreeable  to  him.     The  affair  of  the  Deani- 
•^ry  was  eafily  f^pttled,  as  we  fee  from  the  following  paf- 
fage  in  th?  Journal.    ^^  Mr.  Lewis  tells  me,    that  the 
.Puke  of  Ormond  has  been  to-day  with  the  Queen,  and 
.ihc  was  content  that  Dr.  Sterne  Ihould  be  Biftippn  of 
Drqmore^  aqd  J,  Pean  of  St.  Patrick's,  but  then,ioiit 
came  l^rd  Treafi^er,  and  faid,  'he  would  notbe  fatif- 
.fled,  b.ut.tbat  I^rtiyft  be  a  Prebendary  of  Windfor. 
Tbu^  he  perplfjxes.|^ing$,"  &?a  -In-  the  whote'  prrf- 
\gl^cfs,of  thi?  ^ffair^  .^T^ift  fpeaks  pcevifhlyof  the  Kord 

Trca^ 
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Ti*a(hter,  tnd,  with  *!!  the  captioufncfs  of  a  jealdifti 
lover,  who  who  will  not  come  to  an  (Explanation*    THfe 
Tfeafocier  was  really  exerting  all  his  endeavours  tc^fervt 
1>is  friend,  in  the  way  which  he  knew  would  be  wwft 
agreeable  to  him ; -thoug4i,  according  to  his  nfual  re- 
serve* he  did  not  care  to  inform  him  of  the  diffictihics 
in  his  WAy.    And  Swift,  who  was  too  proud  to  enquine 
into  this,  fufpcfted  him  either  of  want  of  2eal,  cr  in- 
'dulging  his  ufual  procraftination,    which  is  obvious, 
from  sUl  the  expreffions  relative  to  him  in  die  above 
quotations.    But  the  troth  of  the  whote  matter  appears 
to  be  this.     The  Qgccn  was  willing  enough  that  Swift 
flio^ld  have  a  moderate  provifion  made  for  him  in  Ire- 
Jand,  in  order  to  fend  him  into  baniftiment>  in  aide- 
cent,  though  not  very  honourable  manner.    And  the 
Minifteri  on  the  other  hand,  wanted  to  keep  him  with 
kim  at  all  events.    We  find;  with  regard  to  the  Wind. 
for  promotion,  the  Queen  continued  inflexiMe,  not  only 
agairtft  the  folicitations  of  the  Treafurer,  but  of  Lady 
Maiham,  who  was  her  neareft  favourite,  after  the  Dik 
chefs  of  Somerfet,    How  zealous  that  Lady  was  in  his 
€aufe,  may  be  feen  in  a  paffage  of  the  above  quotatkni, 
where,  fpcaking  of  her,  he  fays,  •*  She  faid  much  to 
frte  of  what  (he  had  talked  to  the  Queen,  and  iMtd 
Treafurer.    The  foor  Lady  fell  a  Jbedding  of  tears  openly. 
She  auld  not  bear  to  think  of  my  banking  St.  Patrkk*s,**^c. 
We  find  afterwards,  when  the  Lord  Treafurer  fa*r 
'that  the  Queen  w&s  obftinate  With  regard  to  this  pdint, 
there  was  another  bar  thrown  in  the  way  of  Swift's  pro-. 
motion  in  Ireland,  probably  cohtrived  between  him 
pad  the  Duke  of  Ormond ;  which  Was,  thai^  the  Diike 
Ifaould  demur  agatnll  Sterne's  being  made  aBiihop; 
.  nor  can  this  change  in  the  Diike  of-  OrnfK>nd,  When  he 
bat)  bfjfore  confcntfed  to  Sternc'd  promotion,  be  ration* 
rfily^eounted  for  in  an^  ott^er  w^y.    This  probably 
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wm  the  Treafur«r*s  laft  eSovt,  to  oblige  the  Queen  to 
Ido  fomething  for  Swift;  in  England  i  hut  when  Swift 
bimftU  irontinued  refplutc  in  the  other  pointy  prob^bl/ 
00  41  fttfpkipii^  that  the  Q]ieen  tould  not  be  wrought 
upon  to  prefer  him  in  EnglaiKl^  md  urged  the  Duke  of 
OrxEUMid  to  the  accomplifbment  of  itj  and  upon  his  de- 
murringj  exprefled  himfeif  refentftilly  $  the  Duke,  who 
)ov^  Swift  fincerely^  could  iland  it.  no  longer^  but  as 
Swift  qncntfiops  in  the  Journal,  ^^  with  great  kindnefs^ 
he  faid  he  would  coofent|  but  would  do  it  for  no  man 
^  but  me/'  i^f. 

But  there  is  one  circumftance  in  this  tranfa£Uon»  that 
Seems  very  unt^ccountable  i  which  is,  that  Swift  was  not 
loaoiediately  made  Bilhi^  of  Clogher,  inftead  of  Dean 
of  St.  Patrick's*  We  do  not  find,  that  Dn  Sterne  had 
one  friend  in  the  world  to  recommend  him,  but  Swift 
Kioiielf.  On  the  contcary, .  we  fee  he  was  obnoxious  to 
the  Miniftry>  but  particularly  fo  to  the  Duke  of  Or* 
yhond,  then  L^rd  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  who  wa& 
I^Qy  to  be  4:pnfu}ted  in  the  difppfal  of  preferments 
ther^.  When  it  comes  to  the  pu(b,  the  only  objedtioa 
the  Puke  oflFera  to  Swift's  getting  St«  Patrick's,  is  his 
diiUke  of  Sterne,  and  the  Tcludance  he  {hews  at  his  be- 
ing promoted  to  a  Biiboprick.  Now>  was  not  this  dif- 
ficulty eafily  fippothed  away,  by  making  Swift  at  once 
J|i(hop  of  Clogher  ?  And  would  not  the  Miniftry  have 
been  all  much  better  pleafed  to  place  him  in  that  $ee, 
than  a  man  who  was  at  beft  indifferent  to  them,  but . 
icertainly  obnoxious  to  feme,  and  thofe  the  principal 
among  them  ?  It  may  therefore  be  furmifed,  that  this 
mz»  a  point  not  attempted,  becaufe  they  were  fure  the 
Queen  would  never  confent  to  make  him  a  Bilh<^, 
whi|^'  her  difpleafure  continued  fo  high  againfi;  hinv 
thotlgb  (he  was  willing  to  fend  him  into  exile,  in  fo  mo« 
4cmc  »  ftationj  W  that  «f .  Pcan,  mn  at  the  expence 

3  ^^ 
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rf  promoting  a  tnan  of  no  weight  or  oonfidcration,  t<!| 
a  higlTcr  ftati6n,  td  hiake  roOm  for  &im.  And  the  Mi^* 
biftry-certaiftiy  Ihcwcd  tlie  greateft  readtnefs  to  gratify 
him  in  any  thirfg  whi^^h  he  ihoold  define,  when  thfey 
confented  to  the  promotion  of  a  man,  whom  th«y  difi 
liked,  to  make  room  for  hb  prefermenty  in  a  way  aifa 
Vhich  they  did  not  approve  of,  merely  bccaufe  he  made 
a  point  of  it.  So  that,  however  fmall  a  recompenfe 
the  Deanery  itfeif  might  have  been  confideredfor  Swift '^ 
fervices,  yet  as  there  was  a  Sifhoprick  beftowed  at  the 
fame  time,  purely  to  make  way  for  this,  and  to  be  char*, 
^ed  whc^ly  tb^  bis^ account,  the  Miniflry  certainly  cannot 
be  taxedwith a i/^ant  of  adue  fenfe  of  his  merits,  and 
a  furtable  defire  of  rewarding  f  hem«  And  however  out 
of  humour  he  might  be,  where  he  fay«,  "This  affair 
was  carried  with  great  difficulty,  which  vexes  me/' 
Yet  he  very  juftly  adds,  **  But  they  fay  here,  it  is  much 
to  my  reputation,  that  I  have  made  a  Bffhop  in  fpite  of 
all  the  world,  and  to  get  the  beft  Deanery*  in  Ireland/' 
He  afterwards  ibews  how  entirely  this  washis.work^ 
againft  all  oppofition,  where  he  fays,  ^^I  ihall.  write 
next  poft  to  Bilhop  Sterne.  Never  man  had  fo^manjr 
T^nemies  of  Ireland  as  he ;  I  carried  it  with  the  ftrongefl: 
hand  poffible.  If  he  does  not  ufe  me  well,  and  gently, 
in  wh4tt  dealings  1  ftiall  h^ve  with  him,  he  will  be  the 
moft  ungrateful  of  miankind." 

in  his  whole  account  of  this  tranfadfcion,  which  exhh* 
bits  a  lively  pifture  of  his  ttate  of' mind  to  the  mo^ 
ment,  he  feems  to  have  been  mudh  under  the  influence 
of  huniour.  Thoughhe  was  confcious  that  the  Queen 
fierfelf  was  the  chief  bar  to  his  promotion,  yet  he  fpeaks 
as  peevifhly  of  the  Treafurer,  as  if -the  fole  blame  lay 
with  him.  At  one  time  he  feems  eameft  abolit  bbtalf!^ 
ing  St.  Patrick^s,  and  is  angry  with  th^  Treafurf r  fot 
putting  any  rub  in  tht  way,  though  in- favour  of  ano» 
•^^  ^  thfir 


iKcr  'mcafure,  which  would  certamly  have  plcafcd  him 
Ihofe.  *Whci>  he  rntmionr  tKe'<5wcn's  having;  "toip^ 
fen  ted  to  Swift^s  arrangement  of  the  Bflhoprtck'^iWKjf 
Deanery,  he  adds,  mucTi  out  of  htKiiot!V,''**''bii^'tfecA 
oift  came  Lord  Treafbrer,  and  ftid  he  wouW  not  befa- 
tkfiedi  but  that  I  Vnuft**bc  a  Prebendary  of  Windfor^ 
Thus  he  perplexes  things.  I  expc£t  neitKer ;  but  I  cdn- 
fefs  as  much  as  I  love  Englahd>  I  ann  fo  angry  at  khiitf 
treitmeiit,  that;  "if  I -had  nf^  choice,  I  wouW  Wth^; 
KSive  St. 'Patricks:—  And  yet  in  hw  Journal  of  tltc  titl^ 
the  day  but  one  after  this,  when  he  learns^  froniri^hl^ 
Tfeafurer,  that  the  Qoecn-Vas^^tlaft  r*ft>ivdd  tipbrf'tftic 
ftrrangement  propofcd,  he  ftfys,  ^'Neithef  can  I  feel  joy, 
at  pafling  my*  days  'i»  Ireland,-  and  tconfefs  I  thought 
the  Miniftry  would  not  \ctint  go  i*hitferb^stbgy'tiM^' 
Tiot  h'eip  ity  How  contrary  is  this  to  hisforiiifer  decla- 
ration! But  in  the  whole  of*thrs  affeir.  Swift  i^enrw  to 
have  beeti  deferred  by  his  lifual  firmriefs  of  inindy^atKf 
to  have  afted  With  the  frowardnefs' of  a  humo^irfohn^ 
child,  who  either  does  not  know  his*  own  mind,  or^ilF 
hot  tell  it*;  and' yet  ejfpefts  that  others  Ihould^  find  *itf 
out,  and  do  what  he  wants.  •^'-*'* 

Another  region  for  his  not  deJlriog  to  procurer  the 
Biflioprick  for  himfelf,  might  perhaps  arife  from  hit; 
fuppofing  that  this  might  be  confidered  as  a  foil  f^m^ 
valenrforhis  ferviCes,  and  the  ne  plus  ultra  of  his  tirC"^ 
ferment,  tp  the  exclufion  of  all  future  profpeds  in  Eng- 
land, whcfe  all  bi^  wi(hes  .centered.  But  I  amperfuar 
dedi 'that  ^he  chief  motive  to  his  extraordinary  condi»6^' 
ort  this  occafidn,  and  his  fo  pertinactoufly  adhering  tt> 
thkt  particular  riaode,' and  no  other,  of  providing.for 
him^  in  oppofujoQ  t9,  the  deftrepf  his  bed  friends,  'arid 
particularly  of  the  Duke  of  Ormand,  was,  that  he  had 
prcmiifed  to  make  Steshe  aBifliop  the  firft  opportiimtf; 
^s  be.  was  remarkably  tenacious  of  his  word,  he  wai 

decermaaed 
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determbed  to  Igetp  it  on  this  occafion^  thougfk  te 
ieems>  by  fpme  expreffioas,  not  to  have;  looked  opoa 
Sterne  m  his  fdend^^  but  rather  to  haire  refencment 
againft  him,  on  account  of  fome  ill  treatment  received , 
at  Iu&  hands  *.  In  his  Journal  to  Stella,  Oftober  a8» 
17121.  he  fays,  "  I  had  a  letter  to-day  from  Dr.  Cog^ 
hiU>  d^firing  qie  to  get  Raphoe  for  Dean  Sterne>^  and 
the  Deanery  for  myfelf.  I  fhall  indeed^  Ibavejucb  obli^ 
ffUions  to  Si€rhe.  But,  however,  if  I  am  aiked  who  will 
make  a  good  Bifliop,  I  ihall  name  him  before  any 

body." 

In  the  February  following,  he  fays>  in  the  fame 
Journal,  ^^  1  did  not  write  to  Dr.  Coghill,  that  I  would 
have  nothing  in  Ireland,  but  that  I  was  foliciting  no«» 
thing  any  where,  ^and-this  is  true.  I  have  named  Dr* 
Sterne  to  Lord  Treafurer^  Lord  Bolingbroke^  and  the 
Duk^  of  Ormondi  for  a  Biflioprick,  and  I  did  it 
hcajrtily*  I  know  not  what  will  come  of  it;  but  I  tell 
yoUt  as  a  great  fecret,  that  I  have  made  the  Duke  of 
Ormond  promife  me  to  recommend  no  body  till  he 
tells  me,,  and  this  for  fome  rcalbns,  too  long  to  men^ 
tion." 

'  ^  The  csufe  of  hts  refenMent  is  t&os  fet  forth)  in  a  letter  to  Steniej 
ihea  BUbop  of  Clogher^  dated  fuly  I733.  **  When  t.firft  came  aci^ 
qnaintcd  with  you^  we  were  both  private  Clergfa^n  in  a  neigliboiir^ 
hopd :  yon  were  afterwards  Chancellor  of  St.  Patrick's^  then  wat  chof 
fen  Dean ;  in  which  eledion,  I  was  the  moil  bufy  of  all  your  iblicitors^ 
^When  the  compromire  was  made  between  the  government  and  yon,  to 
make  you  eafy*  and  Dr.  Syage  Chancellor,  you  abfolutel;^  and  he* 
qotetly  promiftd  to  give  me  the  f  Curacy  of  St.  Nicholas  Withooti 
yon  thought  fit»  by  concert  with  the  Archbiibop»  to  hold  it  yoorfeU^ 
and  apply  the  revenue  to  build  another  Church.  Upon  the  Qjieen's 
deaths  when  I  had  done  for  ever  with  Coolts,  I  returned  to  refide  at 
my  poft,  yet  with  fome  kind  of  hopes  of  getting  ibme  credit  with  you^ 
very  unwiftly  t  becaufe^  upon  the  affair  of  St.  Nicholas^  I  had'tol^ 
you  frankly*  '*  That  I  would  always  icfpe^  yOa»  but  ncv#r  liope  fbf 
the  leaft  friendfhip  from  you.'^ 

f  ^Though  this  be  called  a  Curacy,  yet  it  is  in  reality  a  liviilg  of 
Confiderable  valuta 
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While  the  matter  was  in  agitation,  he  thus  writes  to 
Stella,  on  the  7th  of  the  March  following.  *«  I  write 
by  this  poft  to  the  Dean,  but  k  is  not  above  two  lines, 
and  one  inclofed  to  you  is  not  above  three  lines ;  and 
ill  tha^  one  inclofed  to  the  pea^j  which  he  mull  Hoc 
have,  but  on  condition  of  burning  it  i«>medj^tely:  affccr 
reading,  *nd  that  before  yoiir  eyes  j  for  there  ai«  fom© 
things  in  it  I  would  not  have  liable  to  accidents,  You^ 
Ihall  only  knpw  in  general  that  it  ia  an  actQouitf  of 
what  I  have  done  to  fcrve  hinr),  in  his  pretenfiona  oa 
thefe  vacancies,  Csf^*  but  he  muft  not  know^  that  yoa 
know  foauich/* 

Ic  is  evident,  from  fonne  of  the  above  quotation^ 
tlu^  Swift  was  far  (rom  baving  my  cordial  regard  for 
Steme,cand  that  he  ha4  tboiight  hinnfelf,  on  fome  oc- 
ca&ins»  to  have  been  ill  tj^e^ted  by  hin).  Nothing 
therefore  can»  in  my  opinion,  account  for  his  obftinate 
perfeverance  in  making  him  aBilhop,  in  Ipite  of  all 
the  world,  as  he  himfel(  cxprcffcs  it,  but  the  fecred*' 
i^is  of.  an  engagemen|t« 

Whatever  ill  opinion  Swift  had  formed  of  Sterne  be-, 
fore,  was  thoroughly  confirmed  by  hi^  very  t^ngrateful 
behaviour  tOjhim,  immediately  after  he  had  made  him 
a  Bifiiop-  to.  his  JoMrnaJ  of  M:af  16,  he  writes  thus^ 
**  Your  new  Bifliop  ads.veiy  ungraiiefully*  1  cannoe 
fay  fo  bad  of  him  as  he  deferves.  I  begged,  by  the 
fame  pofl:  his  warrant  and  mine  went  over,  that  he 
would  leave  thofc  livings,  loipydifpofal,  1  Aall  write  - 
ijju  poft  tp  him,  to  let  him  know  bow  ill  I  take  it** 

•  Sw'ift  had  afterwards  caufe  to  complain  ferther  ofhh  ingratitfider 
wfccrt  lie  faya  to  kirn  in  ajcttcr^  dbted  1753^  •♦  But  trying  to  forged 
all  former  treatments,  l<am^^  like  others,  to  yoiir  hcnfc,  and  finer 
Jpa  were  a  fiiih^p*  hi^ve  cyice  or  Iwkc.  recomttetided  perTons  to  you^ 
who  were  no  roktioiw  or  ftipi^ds  pf  min^,  but  merely  for  their  gcnc^ 
lal  good  charaOer ;  which,  availed  fo  little*  that  tkqik  wry  perfons  had; 
^  greatefi  ihare  of  your  neg^eCl.^ 

SECTION 


J44  the:  trrE:  OP 


> » 


.  ^,1E.Q?:JAN  JY; 


•  t 


AS  the  bnghteft  and  mbftiiiipbrtlnt  part  6f Swift V 
}ife'pa[(fbd  during  thd^four  laft  years  of  Queen  ^Anriei 
when  his  faculties  were  ^H  in  full  vigour,  indr.occa* 
fioni  for  difplaying  them  arofe  adequate  to  theli^  great- 
iiefs 'J  T  Ihall  ^nlit  no  circumftarifce  V^hii!^h'*nay  fefveto 
delineate  ih^  features  aH^Kmbs of  his'tftind,  (if  I  mzf 
be  allow'ed "the  expreflioh)  before  difeafe  'and  age  Aad* 
impaired  the  bloom  of  the  one,  and  the  iftfength  ^md* 
agility  of  the  other.     To  have  a  perfeA'portrah  aiid 
juft  likenefs  of  a  friend,  h'a<i  wc  our  cJhdce  of  timei; 
wc  fhould  certainly  prefel-  that  period  of  hJs  life,- whett 
he  was  in  his  prime,  to  that  of  hi*  decay*     Tvher^  hav«> 
been  already  givcR  many  inftances  of  fuck'  a  nobleti^j^" 
of  mind,  fuch  a'  dJIinterefted  fpirit  *ih  ^Swifti  ;a*s  ardi 
rarely  to  be  found  in  the:annals  of  hlftory. '^  Yet  th<^ 
part  which  he  aftfcd  by  his  friend  Oxford^  •  about  the^ 
time  tjf  the  QueeftVdeath,-c:fehib!tsthorequalitie3'in  a 
higher  point  of  vieW  Ih^B'^iVer  they  had"^appearcd  ill* 
before.     It  has  bleen- already  mentioned,  rfiaty  findings 
all  his  endeavours  t»  rcboncilehrs  great  friends  jufelefs,- 
he  had  retired  to  Letcortibi- in  ^'rdcf  to  make  onfe  cf-^ 
fort  more  to  compel- them- -^o -unite  for  tht?ir  common* 
intcrefti  by  the  pJubiieatiOnlof  his  «  Frefe  iThoughts,*?* 
i^c.     Lord' Bolingbrokey 'to' whom   thi^'-Pfece  wa» 
ihewn  by  Barber,  contriv^^  to  have  the' printing  of  is 
deferred,  as  he  was  then  juft  upon  the  point. of  accom-^ 
plifhinghisiong  concerted. plar),  of  fufnirig  out  Lord^ 
Oxford,  and  ftepping  into  hiispla^c.     This  was  effecffc* 
^d  juft  .four  days  before,  the  Qpeen's-dekthy  on  che  27th. 
©r  July,  f  7 1 4.     One  of  iLofd  Bolingb'rblce's  firft  ob^ 
jtfts,  upok  getting  into  pb^Y^r, '  was  to  lecVc  Swift  to. 
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Jiis  intcifcft.  He  got  Lady  Mafliam  to  write  to  him,  in 
the  moft  prcffing  terms,  on  the  29th,  to  return  imme- 
diately to  town.  And  on  the  30th,  he  meant  to  dif- 
patch  Barber  to  him,  with  letters  from  himfelf  and  Lady 
Mafliam  for  the  fame  purpofe.  Which  is  thus  related 
by  Barber,  in  his  letter  of  July  31,  paft  fix  at  night. 
**  I  am  heartily  forry  I  fliould  be  the  meflcnger  of  fo  ill 
news,  as  to  tell  you  the  Queen  is  dead  or  dying:  if 
alive,  'tis  faid  flie  can't  live  till  morning.  You  may 
eafily  imagine  the  confulion  we  are  all  in  on  this  fad. 
occafion.  .  I  had  fet  out  yefterday  to  wait  on  you,  but. 
for  this  fad  accident  j  and  fliould  have  brought  letters 
from  Lord  Bolingbroke,  and  Lady  Mafliam,  to  have 
prevented  your  going.— He  faid  twenty  things  in  your 
favour,  and  commanded  me  to  bring  you  up,  whatever 
was  the  confequence."  '  It  was  chiefly  through  the  in* 
fluence  of  Lady.  Mafliam,  who  was  then  at  the  height 
of  favour  with  the  Queen,  and  had  openly  quarrelled 
with  the  Treafurer,  that  he  was  turned  out  of  his  em- 
ployment, and  Bolingbroke  appointed  Minil]ter  in  his 
room*  Nothing  can  ftiew,  in  a  fl:rongcr  light,  the 
great  confequence  of  Swift  in  all  flate-affatrs  at  that 
time,  than  Lady  Mafliam's  letter  to  him  on  this  occa- 
iion.  Which,  on  that  account,  I  fliall  here  prcfent  en-^ 
tire  to  the  reader. 

Lady  Masham  to  Dr.  Swift* 

My  good  friend,  July  29,  17x4. 

"I  O  W  N  it  looks  unkind  in  me,  not  to  thank  you 
all  this  time,  for  your  fincere  kind  letter  j  but  I  was  re- 
ipivcd  to  ftay  'till  I  could  tell  you,  the  Queea.  had  fo 
far  got  the  better  of  the  *  Dragon,  as  to  take  her 
power  out  of  his  hands.     He  has  been  the  moll  ua«* 

^  A  nick-name  for  Locd  Oxford. 
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grateful  man  to  her^  and  to  all  his  beft  friends>  that 
ever  was  born.  I  cannot  have  fo  niuch  time  now  to 
write  all  my  mind,  becaufc  my  dear  Miftrefs  is  not 
well  I  and  I  think  I  may  lay  her  illnefs  to  the  charge  of 
the  Treafurer,  who,  for  three  weeks  together,  was  tea- 
fing  and  vexing  her  without  intermiflion,  and  fhe  could 
not  get  rid  of  him  till  Tuefday  laft.  I  mud  put  you 
in  mind  of  one  pafTage  in  your  letter  to  me,  which  is^ 
I  pray  God  to  Jendyou  wife  and  faithful  friends  to  advifc 
you  at  this  time,  when  there  are  fo  great  difficulties  ta 
ftrugglewith.  That  is  very  plain  and  true  $  therefore 
will  you,  who  have  gone  through  fo  much,  and  taken 
more  pains  than  any  body,  and  given  wife  advice  (if 
that  wretched  man  had  had  fenfe  enough,  and  honefty 
to  have  taken  it)  I  fay,^  will  you  leave  us>  and  go  into 
Ireland  ?  No,  it  is  impoffible ;  your  goodnefs  is  ftill  the 
fame,  your  charity  and  connpaflion  for  this  poor  *  Lady, 
who  has  been  barbarouQy  ufed,  won't  let  you  do  it..  I 
know  you  take  ddight  to  hdp  the  diftreffed ;  and  there 
cannot  be  a  greater  objed  than  this  good  Lady^^  who 
deferyes  pity.  Pray,  dear  friend,  ftay  here>  and  don't 
believe  os  all  alike,  to  throw  away  good  advice>  and 
defpife  every  body's  underftanding  but  their  own*  I 
could  fay  a  great  deal  upon  the  fubjeft,  but  I  mufl:  go 
to  her,  for  Ihe  is  not  well.  This  comes  to  you  by  a 
fafe  hand,  fo  that  neither  of  us  need  be  in  any  pain 
about  it. 

"  My  Lord  and  brother  are  in  the  country.    My  filler 
and  girls  are  at  your  fervice." 

*  So  warm  and  preffing  a  letter,  from  one  who  made> 
end  unmade  Miniftcrs,  (for  it  was  to  her  Lord  Oxford 
.  oWed  his  advancement,  as  well  ^  his  difgrace)  intreating> 
nay,  in  a  manner  imploring  him  to  come  and  be  theirchicf 
Counfcllor  and  Direftor^  in  their  new  plan  of  Admini- 

♦  The  Qjtcn. 

itration  ; 
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!  ftratioi);  niight  hive  opened  the  moft  inviting  pro- 
fpcAs  ta  Swift,  of  gratifying  his  utmoft  ambition  with 
ifegatrd  to  bia  own  intcrerfsj  and  at  the  fame  time,  of 

'  accomplilhing  the  plafn  which  he  had  invariably  pur- 
fued,  with  rclpeft  to  thofe  of  the  public.  But  to  a  mafi 
rf  hrs  delicate  fcnfe  of  honour,  there  was  an  infuper- 
ablfc  bar  in  the  way  to  prevent  his  embracing  fo  flatter- 

i         ing  an  offer.     He  had  two  days  before  received  the  fol^ 

I         lowing  letter  from  Lord  Oxford,  upoA  his  loflng  the 

\        Staff; 

^  •        •  • 

The  Earl  of  Oxford  to  Dr,  Swift. 

• 

*'  IF  I  tell  my  dear"  friend  the  value  I  put  upon  hiS 
tindefervcd  friendlhip,  it  will  look  like  fufpeding  yoa 
or  myfclf.  Though  I  have  Kad  no  power  fince  thfe 
twfcnty- fifth  of  July  1713,  I  believe  nowy  as  a  private 
mart,  I  m^y  prevaih  to  renew  your  licence  of  abfence^ 
conditi6nally  you  will  be  prefent  with  me;  for  to-mor- 
tow  moniing  I  (hall  be  a  private  perfon.  When  I  have 
(fettlcfdS  my  domeftic  afi^airs  here,  I  go  to  Wimple; 
thefice;  4i^ey  to  Herefordihire.  If  I  have  not  tired 
yon  teie  artiu,  fling  away  fo  much  tiiine  upon  oire,  who 
UiVei  you;  And  I  believe,  in  the  mafs  of  fouls,  ours 
.  W^c  placed  near  each  other.  I  fend  you  an  imitatioik 
of  Dryden>  as  I  went  to  Kenfington.  * 

And  ftied  your  blood. 
Approved  is  above : 

But  here  below, 
Th'  examples  fliew, 

'Tis  fatal  to  be  goodP. 

In  'ti^fe  two  letters,  there  were  two  roads  opened  to 
Swift.    Qne^  leading  to  preferment^  power,  and  all  that 

L  2  hia 
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his  moft  ambitious  hopes  could  afpire  after.  The  others 
to.  the  mrlancholy  cell  of  a  difgraced  Minifberj  aban-^ 
doned  by  an  ungrateful  world.  Where  he  might  have 
the  fatisfa£l:ion  of  affording  him  in  his  diftrefs,  that  fo^ 
vereign  balm  of  confolation^  which  can  only  be  admi- 
niftered  by  a  fincere  friend.  Swift  hefitated  not  a  mo- 
ment in  his  choice  of  the  alternative^  as  may  be  ieen  by 
his  letter  to  Mifs  Vanhomrighj  written  foon  after  hii 
receipt  of  the  other  two. 

Dr.  SwiFt  to  Mifs  Vanhomrioh. 

*•  Who  told  you  I  was  going  to  Bath  ?  No  fuch  thing. 
But  poor  Lord  Oxford  defires  I  will  go  with  him  to 
Herefordlhire ;  and  I  only  expeft  his  anfwer,  whether 
I  fhall  go  there  before,  or  meet  him  herieabouts,  or  go 
to  Wimple,  (his  fon's  houfe)  and  fo  with  him  down : 
and  I  expert;  to  leave  this  place  in  two  or  three  days, 
one  way  or  other.  I  will  (lay  with  him  'till  the  Parlia- 
ment meets  again,  if  he  de6res  it.  I  am  written  tq 
earneftly  by  fomebody,  to  come  to  town,  and  join  with 
thofc  people  now  in  power  j  but  I  will  not  do  it.  Say 
nothing  of  this,  but  guefs  the  perfon.  I  told  Lord 
Oxford  I  would  go  with  him  when  he  was  out ;  and  now 
he  begs  it  of  me,  I  cannot  refufe  him.  I  meddle  not 
with  his  faults,  as  he  was  Minifter  of  State ;  but  you 
know  his  perfonal  kindtiefs  to  me  was  exceflrve.  He 
diftinguiflied  and  chofe  me,  above  all  other  men,  while 
he  was  great,  and  his  letter  to  me,  the  other  day^  was 
the  moft  moving  imaginable,"  i^c.  * 

There 

*  This  refolution  of  SA^ift's  is  fuUy  confirmed  in  a  letter  to  Arch« 
deacon  W^l,  dated  Atigaft  8,  1714.  **  Upon  the  Earl  of  Oxford's 
removal,  he  deiired  I  would  go  with  him  into  Herefordfhire^  which  I 
confentcd  to,  and  tvroteycu  ivord  of  it,  dcfiring  yott  would  renew  mjf 
licence  of  abjbnce  at  the  end  of  this  month,  for  I  think  it  then  ex* 

pires* 
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There  is  one  expreffion  in  Lord  Oxford's  letter,  which 
k  indeed  very  afFefting,  where  he  fays,  "I  go  to 
Wimple,  thence  alone  to  Herefordlhire."  What !  this 
^reat  Minifter,  who  had  conferred  fo  many  ofaligacionsj 
and  m^e  the  fortunes  of  fuch  numbers,  not  to  find  one 
companion  to  attend  him  in  his  reverfe  of  fortune!  Me- 
thinks  I  fee  Swift  reading  this  pafTage,  and  exclaiming;i 
*^  What,  alone  1  No,  while  I  exift,  my  friend  fhali  not 
go  alone  into  Herefordftiire." 

This,condu£fc  was  the  more  noble  in  Swift,  as  durino; 
the  whole  coyrfe  of  their  intimacy,  he  never  received 
one  perfonal  fjivpur  from  the  Minijeri  though  treated 
with  the  moft  unrefcrved  kindnefs  by  the  man.  Nay, 
whether  it  w^re  owing  to  his  prdcr aftinating  temper, 
or,  as  Swift  calls  it  in  another  place,  his  unmeafurable 
public  thrift,  he  had  neglefted  to  procure  for  him  ai> 
order  for  a  thoufand  pound  on  the  Treafury,  to  p?y  tfe« 
debt  contrafted  by  him  upon  his  introduAion  to  the 
Deanery,  which  was  all  the  reward  Swift  ever  alked  for 
hU  iervioes  f.  And  ch^r^  is  reafon  ito  believe,  from  a 
parage  in  a  letter  of  Dr.  Arbuchnot  to  him,  dated  July 
24,  that  Swift  was  diftrefled  for  money  at  that  time,  on 

pires.  I  had  earneft  invitations  from  thofe  in  power  to  go  to  town, 
and  aflift  thtm  in  their  new  Miniftry,  which  I  refolved  to  excufe ;  bat 
before  I  coald  write,  news  came  of  the  Queen's  deaths  and  all  our 
fchemes  broke  to  (hatters." 

t  Noticing  »can  (hew  more  the  Arong'defire  which  Lord  Bolingbroke 
had  to  attach  Swift  to  his  inter«fl:  apon  his  getting  into  power,  thaa 
his  taking  care,  during  his  (hort  Minifiry  of  three  days  only,  to  have 
an  order  figned  by  the  Qaeen  on  the  Treafury,  to  pay  that  fum  to 
Swift,  thoagh  by  her  fudden  death  he  reaped  no  advantage  from  it. 
It  appears,  that  Swift  had  this  order  in  his  po(reffion  when  he  vifited 
London  in  the  year  1726;  for  he  fays,  in  a  letter  to  Dr.  Sheridan, 
'•  Tell  the  >^rchdeacon  that  I  never  a(ked  for  my  thoufand  pound*, 
which  he  hears  I  have  got,  though  1  mentioned  it  to  the  Princefs  the 
laft  time  I  (aw  her  j  but  I  bid  her  tell  Walpolc,  I  fcorncd  to  aik  him 
^prit." 

L  3  account 
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account  of  that  ncglcft.  The  paffagc  is  thU,  "  D.o  not 
(hink  I  make  you  a  bare  compliment  in  what  I  am  go- 
ing to  fay,  for  I  can  affurc  you  1  am  in  caracft.  I  ftoi 
in  hopes  to  have  two  hundred  pounds  before  I  go  out 
of  town,  and  you  may  command  al|,  of  any  part  of 
it  you  pleafe,  as  long  as  you  have  occafion  for  it."  And 
in  the  fame  letter  it  appears,  that  the  Doftor  had  been 
defircd  by  Swift  to  apply  to  Lord  Bolingbroke  for  fifty 
pounds  due  to  him  from  that  Lord,  where  he  fays,  **  As 
to  the  fifty  pounds,  he  (Lor.d  Bolingbroke)  was  ready 
to  pay  it,  and  if  he  had  had  it  about  hinii  would  hav^ 
given  it  to  me."  But  it  is  highly  probable,  from  the 
great  delicacy  of  Swift's  fentiments,  that  this  very  cir- 
cumftance  of  his  lying  under  no  obligation  to  Lord 
Oxford,  was  what  rendered  his  attachment  to  him  the 
ilrongcr,  as  it  muft  proceed  wholly  fron>  pure  difintp-^ 
retted  friendship.  That  this  was  his  way  of  thinking, 
jTiay  be  feen  from  feveral  of  his  letters.  In  that  of 
July  I,  J 7 14,  on  hi3  retiring  tp  Letcombe,  he  thui 
pxprefles  himfeJf.  .  ,.  ^ 


Vc^ 


To  Lord  Treasurjii  Oxford*    ^i' 

My  Lord, 

WHKN  I  was  with  you,  I  have  faid  more  than  once, 
that  I  would  never  allow  quality  or  ftation  made  any 
real  difference  between  men.  Being  now  abfent  and 
forgotten,  I  haye  changed  my  mind  :  you  have  a  thou- 
fand  people  who  can  pretend  they  Jove  you,  with  a^ 
much  appearance  of  fincerity  as!  4  fo  that,  according 
to  common  juftice,  I  can  have  but  a  thoufandth  part  in 
return  of  what  I  give,  And  this  difference  is  wholly 
owing  to  your  ftation.  And  the  misfortune  is  ftill  the 
;reater,  becaufe  I  loved  you  fo  much  the  lefs  for  your 
:atijon ;  for^  jp  your  public  capacity^  you  have  often 
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jimgered  me  t6  the  heart ;  *  but  as  a  private  man,  never 
Once,  So  that,  if  I  only  look  towards  myfclf,  I  could 
«?iih  you  a  private  man  to-morrow :  for  I  have  nothing 
toaik;  at  leaft  nothing  that  you  will  give,  which  is 
the  fame  thing :  and  then  you  would  fee,  whether  J 
fiould  not  tt/itb  much  more  willingnefs  attend  you  in  a  r^* 
Hrement^  whenever  you  plcafe  to  give  me  leave,  than 
ever  I  did  at  London  or  Windfor  -f.  From  thefc  fen- 
timents,  I  will  never  write  to  you,  if  I  can  help  it, 
otherwife  than  as  to  a  private  man,  or  allow  myfclf  to 
have  been  obliged  by  you  in  any  other  capacity,  &fr. 

And  in  one,  many  years  after,  dated  Oftober  ir; 
1722;  expoftulating  with  him  in  a  friendly  manner  on 
his  long  filcnce,  he  fays,  "  I  never  courted  your  ac- 
quaintance when  you  governed  Europe,  but  you  courts 
cd  mine ;  and  now  you  negle6t  me,  when  I  ufe  all  mf 
infinuations  to  keep  myfelf  in  your  memory.  I  am  very 
fenGble,  that  next  to  your  receiving  thanks  and  com- 
pliments, there  is  nothing  you  more  hate  than  writing 
letters :  but  fince  I  never  gave  you  thanks,  nor  made 
you  compliments,  I  have  fo  much  more  merit  than  any 

•  In  the  fev^r^  accounts  given  of  Lord  Oxford  by  Swift  in  different 
parts  of  his  writing,  there  feems  to  be  fomething  contradidlory ;  at 
in  fooae  places  he  extols  him  to  the  Ikies,  and  in  others,  imputes  great 
weaknefs  and  faults  to  him.  But  this  arifes  from  the  view  he  gives  0F 
jktm  in  two  d^erent  chara^er?.  As  a  ppblic  Minifler,  he  reprefents 
him  to  have  been  one  of  the  wifeil,  the  ableft,  and  the  moft  d:finterefled 
that  cyer  lived;  and  he  confirms  this  charaftcr  by  enumerating  the 
5iany  great  fervices  he  had  done  to  the  ftatc,  without  reaping  the 
leail  advantage  to  himfelf,  but  rather  injuring  his  private  fortune.  At 
the  fame  time  h^e  ibews  that  he  was  utterly  unqualified  to  be  the  Leader 
of  a  party,  or  to  manage  the  private  intrigues  of  a  Court ;  in  which 
refpcdts,  partly  fipm  his  natural  difpofition,  and  partly  through  want 
cf  true  policy,  he  committed  numberlefs  errors ;  to  which  Swift  alludes 
Jiere,  where  he  fays,  •«  In  your  public  capacity  you  have  often  angered 
4ae  to  the  heart ;  but  as  a  private  man^  never  once.'* 

t  Lord  Oxford  had  too  foon  reafon  to  put  this  declarijition  of  Swift's 
tQ  th^  teA^  and  found  it  nobly  anfwere^. 
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of  thofc  thoufands,  whom  you  have  Icfs  obliged,  by 
only  making  their  fortunes,  without  taking  them,  intq 
your  fricndlhip,   as  you  did  me  5    whom  you  always 
countenanced  in  too  public  and  particular  a  manner,  to 
be  forgotten  cither  by  the  world  or  myfelf."     The  me-r 
fit  of  3wift,  in  thus  adhering  to  his  friend  at  this  junct 
ture,  was  the  more  extraordinary,  becaufe  ht  not  only 
Sacrificed  to  it  all  regard  to  his  own  intereft,  but  that 
of  the  public  alfo.     It  appears,  that  the  Queen  in  the 
Jaft  fix  months  of  her  life,  had  changed  her  whojc  fyftcm 
with  regard  to  parties,  and  came  entirely  round  to  that, 
which  had  been  the  great  objed  of  all  Swift*s  politicks, 
by  making  a  general  fweep  of  the  Whigs  from  all  their 
employments,  both  Civil  and  Military:  and  the  only 
obftacles  thrown  in  the  way  were  by  Lord  Oxford ;  whp 
from  private  motives  of  his  own,  fcf  fprth  by  Svyift  at 
large  in  his  Enquiry,  ^c.  *  rcfufcd  to  f^U  into  the 
incafurei    and  notwithftanding  eyery  effort  ufed  by 
Swift,  continued  inflexible  in  his  rcfolqtion.     lie  might 
therefore  have  had  the  flrongefl:  plea,  frqm  motives  of 
a  fuperior  nature,  his  duty  |o  |fhe  publif  k,  for  deferting 
him  on  this  occafion,  and  joining  all  his  other  frieqd^ 
in  promoting  his  favourite  plan,  fd  efftntially  neceflary 
to  the  fupport  of  the  common  caufc.     Nor  could  he 
have  been  liable  to  the  lead  cenfure,  or  reproach  fpp 
fuch  con^uft.     But  his  high  notions  of  friendfhip,  an4 
delicate  fcnfe  of  honour,  out-weighed  all  othf  r  conG-» 
derations,   and  would  not  let  hini  hcfi^atc  a  mpment 
what  part  he  fhould  take. 

It  appears,  in  the  courfe  of  the  Journal,  that  there 
grew  up  between  the  Lord  Treafurer  and  Swift,  a  mun 
tual  friendlhip  of  the  moft  cordial  and  purcft  kind.  He 
mentions  dining  with  him,  fomctimes  fqur,  fometimes 
five  and  fix  days  together ;  and  if  he  chanced  to  abfent 

•  Fid.  Enquiry  into  the  behaviour  of  the  Queen's  U^  Miniftcrs, 
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himfclf  two  fucccffivc  days»  he  was  furc  of  a  friendly  chi- 
ding  for  it.  He  feems  to  have  been  adopted  into  the 
Hariley  family,  and  confidercdon  the  footing  of  a  near 
Tclatbn.  As  an  inftance  of  this,  he  fays,  in  his  Journal 
of  Mauch  1713,  ^M  have  now  dined  fix  days  fuccefllvely 
with  Lord  Treafurer.  He  had  ipvited  a.  good  many  of 
his  ^relations ;  and;  of  a  dozen  at  table,  they  were  all  of 
the  Harley  family  but  myfclf/*  He  was  of  all  his  pri- 
vate parties,  and  conftantly  accompanied  him  in  his  vifits 
CO  Windfor.  In  (bort,  Lqrd  Oxford  never  feenoed  to 
have  any  enjoyment  in  which  he  was  not  a  partaker. 
When  we  confider,  th^t  he  had  found  in  one  and  the 
/amc  man,  the  cleareft  aqd  abicft  head  to  give  advice; 
the  moft  open  and  candid  heart  in  communicating  his 
fcntiments  upon  all  occafions,  without  the  fmalleft  felfilh 
view  -,  joined  to  the  moft  uncommon  talents  to  fupport 
Jijs  interefts,  and  the  pioft  ardent  zeal  to  prompte  them, 
we  need  not  wonder  that  the  Minifter  (hould  ufe  bis  beft 
endeavours  to  attach  fuch  a  roan  clofely  to  him.  But 
.when  in  the  fame  perfon  he  found  the  mod  delightful 
g>mpaQion,  ppfiefled  of  an  inexhauftible  fund  of  the  mod 
priginal  vein  of  wit  and  humour,  for  which  he  had  a  per-r 
fed  relilh ;  a])d  who  could  at  times  deicend  to  the  bjiga^ 
felUy  and  a}l  the  fportive  plays  of  fancy,  in  the  unre- 
•ftrained  hour  of  fpcial  njirth  ^nd  good  humour,  of  which 
Jt  appears  Lord  Oxford  was  equally  fond ;  we  need  not 
^wonder  that  an  old  Courtier,  hackneyed  in  the  ways  of 
men,  who  perhaps  had  never  found  any  of  thefe  qualities,, 
jn  an  equal  dirgree,  in  any  other  mortal,  (hould  take  him 
to  his  bofom,  and  at  once  beftow  his  whole  ftock  of 
friendfhip  upon  a  fgbjeft  fo  worthy  of  it.  And  indeed 
}t  does  not  appear,  that  out  of  his  own  family,  there  was 
any  other  perfon  to  whom  he  fhewed  much  attachment, 
pr  whofe  friendfhip  he  cultivated  to  any  great  degree- 
'^^his  circumftance  Swift  has  touched  upon  in  drawing 

bis 
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his  charader,  and  confiders  it  as  a  blamekfs  part  of  it, 
where  he  fay«>  **  It  may  be  likowife  faid  x)£  him,  that  he 
certainly  did  not  value^  or  did  noc  undtt ftand  the  art  x£ 
acquiring  friends  ^  having  made  very  fewxluring  die  time 
of  his  power^  and  contra&ed  a  great  number  of  ene* 


mies." 


On  the  other  hand^  Lord  Oxford^  in  his  private  capa-* 
city,  feems  to  have  poflefled  a  great  number  of  qualities, 
which  were  the  moft  likely  to  endear  him  to  Swift,  and 
fecure  him  the  firft  place  in  his  friend  (hip.  By  whom 
he  is  rcprefented  as  a  perfori  of  great  virtue,  abounding 
in  good  nature  and  good  humour.  As  a  great  favourer 
of  men  of  wit  and  learning,  particularly,  the  former, 
whom  he  careflcd,  without  diftinflbion  of  party,  and  could 
not  endure  to  think  that  any  of  them  Ihould  be  his  ene- 
mies. He  fays  farther  of  him,  "  He  had  the  greateft 
variety  of  knowledge  that  I  have  any  where  met ;  was  ^ 
perfeft  matter  of  the  learned  languages,  and  well  (killed 
in  divinity.  He  had  a  prodigious  memory,  and  a  moft 
cxaft  judgment.  He  was  utterly  a  ftranger  to  fear,  and 
confequently  had  a  prefence  of  mind  upon  all  emergen'- 
cies.  His  liberality,  and  contempt  of  money,  were  fuch, 
that  he  almoft  ruined  his  eftate  while  he  was  in  employ- 
ment ;  yet  his  avarice  for  the  publick  was  fo  great,  that' 
it  neither  confiftcd  with  the  prefent  corruptions  of  the 
age,  nor  the  circumftances  of  the  time.  He  was  affable 
and  courteous,  extremely  eafy  and  agreeable  in  converfa- 
tion,  and  altogether  difengaged  ;  regular  in  his  life,  with 
great  appearance  of  piety ;  nor  ever  guilty  of  any  expref- 
fions,  which  could  poffibly  tend  to  what  was  indecent  or 
prophane."  Such  a  character,  even  in  private  life,  could 
not  fail  of  attracting  Swift's  regard ;  but  when  tbefe  qua^ 
lities,  fo  congenial  with  his  own,  were  found  united  in  -a 
man  of  the  higheft  ftation  in  this  country,  and  one  of  the 
moft  confiderablc  perfonages  of  his  time  in  the  eyes  of  aj} 

Europe  -, 


DOCTOR    SWIFT.  155 

Eurc^ ;  when  fuch  a  man,  contrary  to  the  uil^l  beat  qi 
his  nature,  eagerly  embraced  every  opportunity  pf  ihgqu 
dating  hiEnfelf  with  Swift,  and  folicicing  his  friendfli^ 
upon  his  own  terms,  that  of  a  perfed  equality  ^  it  13  Dp 
wonder  if  theCe  rare  qu^ilitie^  were  much  enhanced  in  their 
value  by  fuch  circumftances  :  or  that  Swift,  after  repeat64 
proofs  of  his  fincerity,  (hould  make  him  a  fuitable  return, 
and  give  him  the  firfl:  place  in  his  friend&ip*.  6u( 
though  he  juftly  flood  the  foremoft  in  this  rank,  yet  wen: 
there  many  others  who  (hared  it  with  him  in  different  prot 
portions.  The  large  heart  of  Swift  .had  an  inexhauftib}^ 
fund  of  benevolence,  to  be  apportioned  out  to  the  fe^ 
veral  claimants  according  to  their  feveral  degrees  of  xnc-^ 
rit.  Among  thofe  who  vied  with  Lord  Oxford  for  th^ 
poflellion  of  his  friend  (hip,  no  one  feems^  to  have  been 
niore  alTiduous,  than  the  fecond  man  in  the  Aate^ 
though  .perhaps,  in  point  of  abilities,  the  firft  in  Europe, 
Lord  Bolingbroke,  But  though  Swift  held  his  talents  jn 
the  highefl  admiration,  and  made  fuitable  returns  for  all 
his  perfonal  kindnefs  and  attention  to  |iim,  yet  he  never 
feems  to  have  had  that  cordial  regard  for  him  that  b^ 
ihewed  for  Lord  Oxford.  The  excellence  of  whofe  mo- 
ral charader,  ellablifhed  that  confidence  in  him,  which 
is  fo  neceffary  to  a  firm  friendfhip ;  while  a  notorious  de- 
ficiency in  the  other,  with  regard  to  fome  points,  created 
a  doubt  of  his  principles  with  refped  to  all.  And  fymp- 
tpms  of  this  doubt  have  broken  out  from  Swift  more  than 
on  one  occafion,  with  regard  to  his  fincerity,    though 

♦  That  this  was  the  cafe,  may  be  feen  by  a  pafTage  in  a  letter  of 
Swift's  to  Lord  Oxford,  the  fon,  many  years  after  the  Treafurers 
<}jsath>  dated  June  1737,  where  he  fays,  '*  I  loved  my  Lord,  your 
father,  better  than  any  other  man  in  the  world  ;  although  I  had  no 
pbligation  to  him  on  the  fcore  of  preferment,  having  been  driven  to 
|his  wretched  kingdom,  to  which  I  was  almofl  a  Granger,  by  his 
I9vaat  of  power  to  keep  me,  in  what  I  oughts  to  call  my  own  country, 
althoQgh  I  happened  to  be  dropt  here,  and  was  a  year  old  before  I 

g,  there 
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there  are  good  reafons  to  believe  his  fufpicions  were  ui^* 
juft,  as  his  attachment  to  hitn  continued  equally  flrong 
to  the  very  lafl,  and  his  friendffaip  for  him  glows  with 
tmcommon  ardour  throughout  his  whole  epiftolary  correC- 
pondence^  in  the  decline  of  life,  when  there  could  have 
been  no  ufe  for  diflimulation.  The  zeal  which  he  (hewed 
for  Swift's  fervice,  may  be  eftimated  by  the  following 
note  which  he  fent  him,  at  the  time  that  the  affair  of  his 
promotion  was  depending.  **  Though  I  have  not  fecn 
you,  I  did  not  fail  to  write  to  Lord  Treafurer.  Non  tua 
res  agitur  *,  dear  Jonathan ;  it  is  the  Treafurer's  caufc  ; 
it  is  my  caufe  •,  'tis  every  man's  caufe,  who  is  imbarked 
ton  our  bottom.  Depend  upon  it,  that  I  will  never  neg* 
left  any  opportunity  of  fliewing  that  true  efteem,  that 
fincere  afFcftion,  and  honeft  friendfliip  for  you,  which 
fills  the  brcaft  of  your  faithful  fcrvant,  Bolingbroke.'^ 
But  the  light  in  which  be  confidered  Lord  Boling- 
broke,  will  beft  appear  from  his  own  account  of  him,  in 
a* Piece  written  in  the  year  1715,  entitled,  *^  An  Enquiry 
into  the  Behaviour  of  the  Queen's  |aft  Miniftry/*  fcfr. 
**  It  happens  to  very  few  men,  in  any  age  or  coyAtry,  to 
come  intQ  the  world  with  fo  many  advantages  of  nature 
and  fortune,  as  the  late  Secretary  Bolingbroke  :  defcend- 
ed  from  the  beft  families  in  England,  heir  to  a  great  pa- 
trimonial eftate,  of  a  found  conftitution,  and  a  moft 
graceful,  amiable  perfon.  But  all  thefe,  had  they  been 
of  equal  value,  were  infinitely  inferior  in  degree  to  the 
accompliftiments  of  his  mind,  which  was  adorned  with 
the  choiccfl:  gifts,  that  God  hath  yet  thought  fit  to  be- 
ftow  on  the  children  of  men :  a  ftrong  memory,  a  cleawr 
judgment,  a  vaft  range  of  wit  and  fancy,  a  thorough 
comprchenfion,  an  invincible  eloquence^  with  a  moft  a- 
greeable  elocution.  He  had  well  cultivated  all  thefe  ta* 
lents  by  travel  and  ftudy  ;  the  latter  of  which  he  feldom 

*  It  is  not  your  affair  that  is  in  agitation. 
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omitted,  even  in  the  midn:  of  hU  pleafures^  of  which  he  had 
indeed  been  too  great  and  criminal  a  purfuer.  For^  akho^^ 
he  wasperfuaded  to  leave  oflf  intemperance  in. wine,  which 
he  did  for  fome  time  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  he  feemed 
rather  abfliemious  i  yet  he  was  faid  to  allow  himfelf  other 
liberties,  which  can  by  no  means  be  reconciled  to  religioii 
or  morals,  whereof,  I  have  rfeafon  to  believe,  he  begaa 
to  be  fenfible.  But  he  was  fond  of  mixing  pleafurc  and 
bufinefs,  and  of  being  efteemed  excellent  at  both  $  upon 
which  account  he  had  a  great  refpeft  for  the  charadlers  of 
Alcibiades  and  Petronius,  efpecially  the  latter,  whom  he 
would  be  gladly  thought  to  refcmble."  * 

But  an  Alcibiades,  or  a  Petronius,  was  not  likely  td 
be  the  bofbm  friend  of  a  Swift,  however  he  might  admire 
his  talents,  or  delight  in  hi$  ibciety,  as  a  companx>n« 
In  his  political  charader  indeed.  Swift  was  very  clofely 
connc£b:d  with  him,  as  Lord  BoHngbroke  adc^ted  aU 
his  ideas,  and  ftrenuQufly.fupported  the  meafures  he  pro- 
pofed :  and  that  they  were  not  purfued.  Swift  lays  the 
whole  bbme,  in  many  places,  on  his  friend  Oxford,  en* 
tirely  acquitting  Lord  Bolingbroke  of  being  in  the  wrong, 
in  any  of  the  differences  fubfifting  between  them  on  thac 
fcore»  In  his  firft  letter  to  Lord  Bolingbroke,  after  the 
Queen's  death,  dated  Auguft  7,  1714,  he  fays,  "  I  will 
fwear  for  no  man's  fincerity,  nivuch  lefs  that  of  a  Minifter 
of  State :  but  thus  much  1  have  faid,  wherever  it  was  pr»- 

*  The  fame  charadter  is  given  of  him,  in  a  more  compendious  wa^, 
in  his  Jouraaly  November,  3>  1 7 1 1*  *<  I  think  Mr.  Secretary  St.  John 
the  greateft  young  man  I  ever  knew :  wit,  capacity^  beauty,  quick* 
iiefs  of  apprehenfion,  good  learning,  and  an  excellent  tafte )  the  bell 
orator  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  admirable  conver/ation,  good  na<« 
tore,  and  good  manners ;  generous,  and  a  defpifer  of  money.  His 
only  £sialt  is,  talking  to  his  friends  in  way  of  complaint  of  too  great 
load  of  bufinefs,  which  looks  a  little  like  afFedation  ;  and  he  endea« 
voars  too  much  to  mix  the  £ne  gentleman,  and  the  mah  of  pieafure, 
with  the  maa  of  bufinefs.    Wibat  truth  smdjinarity  bt  mey  have,  I  know 
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per,  tfiat  yMr  Ldrdlhip's  propofals  were  ailways  the  faireft 
in  the  worldy  afid  I  faithfully  delivered  them  as  I  was 
tmpdifweted  :  and  although  I  am  no  very  fkilful  man  at 
JDtrigufe,  ytt  1  durft  forfeit  my  head*  that  if  the  cafe  were 
Jjhine,  I  could  either  have  agreed  with  you,  or  put  yoii 
dMS  vdtre  Port  ♦. 

Wc  have  ^ready  feen  in  his  Pamphlet  rf  Free  thoughts^ 
9tc.  intended  ro  be  publifhed  before  the .  death  of  the 
Qgeen,  that  he  throws  the  whole  blame  of  the  defperate 
ftate  to  whkh  affairs  were  brought  at  th^t  time,  oh  the 
Lord  Treaforer. 

After  Lord  0>tford,  the  perfons  among  the  Great,  who 
leemed  to  have  had  the  principal  fhare  of  his  afFedion^ 
were  Lord  Peterborough,  and  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  to 
which  he  had  the  ampleft  returns  frorta  both.  Of  the 
great  degree  of  mutual  friendfliip  which  fubfifted  between 
the  former  and  him,  among  many  other  proo&,  the  fob- 
lowing  (hort  ^bftradt  from  his  Journal,  affords  a  ftriking 
inftance. 

January  lo,  lyia-jj,  "  At  feven  this  evening,  as  wc 
fat  after  dinner  at  Lord  Treafurcr's,  a  fcrvant  faid.  Lord 
Peterborough  was  at  the  door.  Lord  Treafurer  and 
Lord  Bolingl)roke  went  out  to  meet  him,  and  brought 
him  in.  He  was  juft  returned  from  abroad,  where  he 
♦  has  been  above  a  year.  As  ibon  as  he  faw  me,  he  left 
the  Duke  of  Ormond,  and  other  Lords,  and  ran  and 
kified  me  before  he  fppke  to  them ;  but  chid  me  terribly 
for  not  writing  to  him,  which  I  never  did  this  laft  time 
he  was  abroad,  not  knowing  where  he  was ;  and  he 
changed  places  fo  often,  it  was  impoffible  a  letter  fhould 
overtake  him.  I  do  love  the  hang-dog  dearly/*  The 
circumftancc  of  Lord  Peterborough's  breaking  from  the 
Duke  of  Ormond,  and. the  other  Lords,  to  embrace 
Swift  firfty  fliews  the  warmth  of  his  affeftion,    which 
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^Ovdd  make  htm  forget  aU  rules  of  decorum  bh  the  bcca^ 
Con ;  and  Swift's  homely  exprcflion  of  ^*  loving  the  hang^ 
d^  dearly ^^*  (hews  more  elearly,  than  the  choiceft  pbraiesi 
could,  that  fondnefs  in  friendihip>  which  nothing  but  tho 
mod  intimate  familiarity  can  excite  *• 

As  ta  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  he  always  fpeaks  of  him 
with  that  tenderncfs,  which  only  the  warmcft  aflfcftiort 
can  infpire ;  and  it  appears,  that  he  was  equally  beloyed 
by  the  Duke,  and  had  more  influence  wic4i  him  than  ^nf 
man  Hvihgi  Befide  thcfd,  he  lived  in  the  greateft  vtiA'^ 
macy  with  afanoil:  all  the  diilingui(hed  men  of  ra^k  at 
that  time  ;  among,  which  number  were,  the  Duke  of  Ha^ 
milton,  Lord  Keeper  Harcourt,  Lord  Pembroke,  Lord 
Rivers^  Lord  Bathurft,  Lord  Carteret,  LoM  Lanfdown, 
Sir  Thomas  Hanmcr  (Speaker),  Sir  William  Wyndham^ 
and  nuany  others.  Nor  were  his  friendfliips  confined  only 
to  the  Great,  all  men  of  genius  he  looked  upon,  and 
treated  as  hia  brethren.  Of  this  number^  were  Addifon, 
Gongreve,  Arbuthnot,  Prior,  Pope,  Gay,  Parneil,  Garth, 
Bedcdey,  and  others  of  inferior  note.  To  promote  whofe 
intetefts,  he  chiefly  ufed  the  influence  he  had  wkh  the 
Great,  to  the  utter  negleft  of  his  own,  and  to  raife  whofe 
thamAer  and  reputation  in  the  World,  he  ufed  all  the 
mean&  which' his  own  high  credit  gave  him.  And  he  had 
ftill  a  fufficient  ftock  of  amity  for  feveral  in  the  more  pri- 
vate waUcs  of  life,  whom  he  feleded  as  the  companions 
of  his  di&ngaged  hours,  on  acdount  of  their  good  fenfe, 
integrity,  and  complaifancc  of  behaviour.  Among  the 
foremoft  of  thefe,  were,  Lewis,  Ford,  Sir  Andrew 
Fountaine,  Bifliop  Atterbury,  Dr.  Freind,  Colonel  Dif- 
ney.  Captain  Chariton,  Domvilte,  and  many  others :  all 
men  of  excellent  charaders.    Added  to  thefe,  there  was 

*  Swift,,  in  a  former  part  of  his  JoaroaU  O6tober  i8,  171 1>  hid 
fidd  of  Lord  Peterborongh,  **  He  has  abundsaxice  of  excellent  q^ualitiet^ 
and.  we  love  one  another  mightily." 

a  con« 
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a  cohRderable  number  in  an  humbler  fphere,  wliofe  Ibltf 
patron  he  was,  ahd  fbr  whom  he  made  ample  pfovifiony 
merely  on  account  of  their  merit  or  diflrefs,  without  be^ 
ing  influenced  by  ties  of  confanguinity,  or  partial  recom^ 
mendations. 

:  His  behaviour  to  thefe  different  clafles,  ibewed  an  un^ 
commoo-greatnefs  of  fouL  He  ftudioufly  cultivated  the 
^uxjuaintancc  of  all  men  of  genius^  whom  he  treated  with 
a  brotherly  afFe£tion ;  and  never  let  them  feel  the  fuperi- 
ority  which  his  right  of  elderjihip  gave  him  over  them, 
but,  on  che  contrary,  either  endeavoured  to  raife  them 
to  his  own  height,  or  placed  himfelf  on  a  level  with 
them. 

With  his  friends  in  private  life,  he  was  eafy,  familiar, 
indulgent,  and  kind. 

Such  as  were  under  his  protedion,  never  felt  the 
weight  of  dependence.  There  was  no  occafion  for  dan- 
cing attendance,  or  frequent  impoi:tunities,  he  always  had 
them  in  mind,  and  ferved  them  the  inftant  it  ^as  in  his 
power :  nor  did  he  expe£t  any  returns  for  his.  favours^ 
though  he  was  plcafed  when  he faw  niarks  of  a, grateful 
mind. 

,  But  to  all  men  of  rank  and  ftation,  he  aiSerted  that 
noble  independence  of  fpirit  which  becomes  the  free-born 
mind.  He  made  no  allowance  for  the  cafual  fuperiority, 
which  birth,  or  fortune,  or  human  ioftitutions  had  given 
them,  but  valued  them  in  proportion  only  to  that  higher 
nobility  of  foul  derived  from  God  and  nature.  .He  had 
long  beheld  with  indignation  the  mean  condefcenfions  and 
homage  paid  by  men  of  genius,  to  fcoundrels  in  power, 
and  titled  fools,  and  was  determined  to  aSbrd  a  (trilfing 
example  in  himfelf  of  a  contrary  condudt,  by  reclaiming 
the  rights  due  to  fuperiority  of  talents,  over  thofe  of  birth 
or  fortune.  In  one  of  bis  Tatlers,  he  fays,  "  If  thofe 
who  poITcis  great  endowments  of  the  mind,  would  fet  a 

jufl: 
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juft  value  on  themfelvcs,  they  would  think  no  ^9^^%  at* 
quaintance  whatfoever  a  condcfccnfioni'  nor  Accept  it  from 
the  greateft,  upon  unworthy  or  ignominious  terms.** 
But  Swift  was  not  content  with  this  negative  virtue,  of 
not  feeking  their  acquaintance  upon  improper  terms,  but 
refolved  to  difpute  their  right  to  th{<t  fuperioriry  Over  his 
brethren,  which  they  had  (b  long  poflTcfiedj  and  put  in 
t»is  claiai  to  receive  that  homige  from  them,  which  had 
always  been  paid  them  by  orhefs.  Accordingly  he  laid 
it  down  as  a  rule,  that  he  never  would  fulicit  the  accjuain- 
tancc  of  any  man,  let  his  quality  or  ftatioii  be  what  fc 
:would ;  but  that  all  who  were  defirous  of  the  honour  of 
being  ranked  among  the  number  of  his  friends^  fliould 
make  the  firft  advances  to  him.  Of  this  we  have  a  re- 
markable inftance  in  his  Journal,  May  19,  171 1»  *'  Mn 
Secretary  told  me,  the  Duke  of  Buckingham  had  been 
talking  much  to  him  about  me,  and  dcfired  my  acquain- 
tance. I  anfwercd,  it  could  not  be,  for  he  had  not  made 
fuSicient  advances.  Then  the  Dukeof  Shrewfbury-faidj 
he  thought  that  Duke  was  not  ufed  to  make  advances* 
I  faidj  I  could  not  help  that :  for  I  always  eXpcdcd  ad* 
vances  in  proportion  to  men*s  quality,  and  more  from  A 
.Duke  than  any  other  man.  The  Duke  replied,  that  he 
<did  not  mean  any  thing  of  his  quality,  which  was  hand- 
fomely  faid  enough,  for  he  meant  his  pride.*'  In  anotbctf 
place,  July  ^9,  171 1,  he  fays,  •*  I  was  at  Court  and 
Church  to-day,  as  I  was  this  day  fe'nnight  \  I  generally 
am  acquainted  with  about  thirty  in  the  drawing-roomy 
iind  I  am  fo  proud  I  make  all  the  Lords  come  up  to  me.'* 
-  Nor  was  tins  rule  confined  to  the  men  Only}  he  dc- 
•manded  and  received  the  fame  homage  from  the  vainer 
fex  alfo>  in  order  to  render  the  empire  of  genius  and  ta* 
ients  univcrfal.  In  bis  Journal,  Odtober  7,  171 1,  be 
has  this  pafiage.  ^*  I  faw  Lord  Halifax  at  Court,  and 
we  joined  ^nd  talked,  and  the  Duche6  of  ShrewA)ury 
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came  up  and  jcproachcd  me  for  not  dining  with  her  t 
I  faid,  that  was  not  fo  foon  done,  for  I  expcfted  more 
advances  from  Ladies^  efpecially  Duchcfles :  fhc  pro*- 
mifed  to  comply  with  any  demands  I  pleafed ;  and  I 
agreed  to  dine  with  her  to-morrow,.  6f^.     Lady  Ogle^* 
thorp  broi>ght  me  and  the  Duchefs  of  Hamilton  toge^  . 
Cher  to-day  in  the  drawing-room^  and  I*  have  given  her 
fome  cncouragemeDty  but  not  much."     In  a  letter  ta 
the  Duchefs  of  Q^eeafbury^  mmy  years  after  he  fays^ 
**^I  am  glad  you  know  your  d\ity;  for  it  has  been  » 
known  and  eftabliflied  rule  above  twenty  years  in  Eng^ 
land,,  that  the  iirft  advances  have  been  canflfantly  made 
•me  by  all  Ladies,  who  afpired  to  my  acquaintance,,  and 
the  greaser  their  quality,  the  greater  were   their  ad- 
.vances."    Net  was  it  for  himfelf  only  that  he  demanded 
this^  privilege,,  but  as  far  as  lay  in  his  power,  wouldi 
have  it  extended  to  all  Ws  brethren.     When  Lord  Ox- 
ford had  defii?ed  Swift  to  introduce  Dr.  Parnell  to  himv. 
he  rcfufcd  to  do*  it,  upon  this  principle^  that  a  man  of 
genius  was  a  charadler  luperier  to- that  of  a  Lord  in  highr 
ftation,  and  therefore  obliged  my  Lord  to-  introduce 
himfelf:.  which'  he  did  in  the  moft  courteous  manner. 
Onj  which  occa(ion  Swift  in  his  Journal  boa(bingly  fays^ 
**  I  value  myfelf  upon  making  the   Miniftry  defirc  to 
be  acquainted  with  Parnell,  and  not  Pamell  with  thr 
Miniftry."     His  contemporary  authors  all  received  the 
benefit  of  this„  and  by  following  his-cxampl*,  in  plan- 
ting a  proper  vahie  on  themfclvesy  were  treated  with 
more  refpcdt  than  ever  foil  to  the  Ihare  of  their  prede*- 
ccflbrs,.or  thofc  who  have  fmccfticcecdcd  them.     Pope 
acknowledges  his  obligation  to  him  on  this  fcore,  where 
he  fays,  "The  top  pleafure  of  my  life  is  one  I  learned 
from  you,  both  how  to  gain,,  and  how  to  ufe  the  free- 
dom of  friendlhip  W4ih  mon'muchmy  fuperiors.'' . 

Nothings 
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Nothing  but  the  extraordinary  talents  of  Swif't^  and 
Uncommon  degree  of  merit  in  a  variety  of  ways,  could 
poflibly  have  made  the  great  ones  of  the  world  defcend 
fo  far  from  their  pride,  as  to  admit  this  new  claim, 
and  pay  him  that  homage  which  tHey  had  always  con-^ 
fidcred  as  due  only  to  themfcives*  And  indeed  he 
feems  to  have  been  looked  up  to  by  all  the  world,  as 
one  of  a  fuperiof  race  of  beings,  or,  like  the  Phoenix, 
as  one  who  formed  a  clafs  in  the  individual,  (landing 
alone,  without  a  rival  or  competitor  *.  And  though 
cncompaffed  by  a  clufter  of  the  brighteft  geniufes,  that 
this  Ifland  ever  produced  at  any  given  asra,  yet  he  ftood 
diftinguilhed  in'  the  circle,  and  as  the  acknowledged 
monarch  of  wit,  received  the  voluntary  homage  of  his 
peers.  And  indeed  among  all  that  clafs  of  enlinent 
Writers,  generally  not  the  moft  humble  of  the  human 
race>  there  was  not  one  found  vain  enough  to  difputc 
his  title,  and  all  on  different  occafions  have  borne  tefli- 
mony  to  the  fuperiority  of  his  genius.  Of  which  many 
inftance^  may  be  produced,  both  in  their  works,  and 
in  the  courft  of  letters  which  pafled  between  them.    ' 

Having  raifed  himfelf  to  this  high  rank  among  men, 
merely  by  his  perfonal  merit,  he  took  care  to  guard  it 
with  the  fame  jealous  attention,  that  a  Monarch  (hews 

•  A  letter  from  Thomas  Harlcy^  Efq;  to  Swift,  begins  thus, 
"  Your  letter  gave  me  a  great  deal  of  pleafttre :  I  do  not  mean  only  the 
fatisfaftion  one  mutt  always  find  in  hearing  from  fo  good  a  friend,  who 
has  didingui/hed  himfelf  in  the  world,  ««</  formed  a  neuif  cbardSer, 
'which  nobody  is  'uain  enough  to  pretend  to  imitate ;  but^  ^c,  — 

And  the  Earl  of  Strafford,  onq  of  the  prottdeft  m^n  of  the  age,  ad« 
irtSCct  him  in  this  manner, 

SIR, 
**  To  honour^  and  eileem,  and  adihire  you,  is  general  to  all  that 
know  or  have  heard  of  you ;  but  to  be  pleafed  with  your  commands, 
and  glad  and  diligent  to  obey  them,  is  peculiar  to  your  t4:ue  friends  i 
pf  which  number  I  am  very  defirous  to  be  reckoned/* 

*M  a  to 
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to  the  prefcrvation  of  his  prerogative.  The  leaft  flight 
(hewn  him,  or  any  unbecoming  treatment  of  him,  wa& 
not  to  be  pardoned  without  a  due  fubmiffion  from  the 
perfon  fo  offending.  We  have  already  fcen  that  he  rc- 
fufed  to  be  reconciled  to  his  friend  Lord  Oxford,  upott 
a  quarrel  of  that  nature,  in  which  he  confidcred  as  aa 
infult,  what  was  intended  by  the  other  as  a  favour,  and 
threatened  to  caft  him  ofF,  if  he  did  not  make  a  proper 

apology.  ' 

,    He  broke  off  with  Lady  Giff^ard,  ont  of  his  oldcft 

Acquaintances  in  life,  on  a  fimilar  account,  and  declared 
he  would  never  fee  her  again,  unlefs  (be  afked  his  par- 
don.    In  his  Journal  of  March  ay,  171 1,  he  gives  the 
following  account  of  his  refentment  to  Lord  Landf-' 
down :  "  Society-day  you  know.     We  were  never  mer* 
rler  nor  better  company,  and  did  not  part  till  after  ele- 
ven.    I  did  not  fummon  Lord  Landfdown :   he  and  I 
iirc  fallen  out*     There  was  fomething  in  an  Examiner 
a  fortnight  ago,  that  he  thought  reflefted  on  the  abufes 
in  his  Office  ;  (he  is  Secretary  at  War)  and  he  writ  to 
the  Secretary,  that  he  heard  I  had  inferted  that  para- 
graph.    This  I  rcfented  highly,  that  he  fcould  com- 
plain of  me,  before  he  fpokc  to  me.     I  fent  him  a  pep- 
j)ering  letter,  and  would  not  fummon  him  by  a  note> 
as  I  did  the  reft;  nor  ever  will  have  any  thing  to  Jay  to 
'inmy  'till  be  hegs  my  pardon.*^     Nay  even  with  regard  to 
*  his  dear  friend  Addifon,  merely  on  account  of  his  (hew- 
ing fome  fufpicion  of  him,  in  a  converfation  relative 
to  Steele^  his  condudt  was  the  fame ;  as  may  be  leen  in 
-the  following  paflage  of  his  Journal.     "  I  went  to  ihc 
coffee -houfc,  where  I  behaved  myfelf  coldly  enough  to 
Mr.  Addifon,  and  fo  came  home  to  fcribble.     We  dine 
together  to-morrow  and  next  day,  by  invitation  5  but  I 
fliall  alter  my  behaviour  to  Kivciy 'till  he  begs  my  fardon^ 
6r  elfc  we  Ihall  grow  bare  acquaintance/' 

I  find 
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I  find  an  unwillingnefs  to  part  with  Swift  at  this  pr-' 
riod  of  his  life,  without  fhewing  him  in  all  the  various 
lights  in  which  he  then  appeared.  It  is  from  his  meri*: 
dian  height  that  we  are  to  judge  of  the  fplendor  and* 
powerful  influence  of  the  fun ;  not  from  his  feeble  fct-* 
«ing  ray,  obfcured  by  mifts,  or  intercepted  by  clouds. 
Yet  it  is  in  this  laft  ftate  only,  he  has  hitherto  been  re- 
prefented  to  the  world,  in  the  federal  memoirs  publifhv 
«d  of  him,  by  thofe  who  never  faw  him  but  in  his  de- 
cline, and  therefore  have  given  a  very  unfair  reprefenta- 
(ion  of  tb^  man«  To  judge  of  his  real  character,  wc. 
tnuil  have  recourfe  to  the  teftimony  of  fuch  of  his  con- 
Cemporarles!^  as  knew  him  in  his  more  perfefb  ftate; 
From  }hc  accounts  gWcu  by  the  former;  the  world  iiv 
genera]  hav«  been  taught  to  confider  him  in  the  light 
of  a  fevere,  morofe^  incra^bk  man,^  abounding  i» 
Ijpleei^  and  ill-nature.  Aifd  in  this  opinion '  they  werer 
confirmed  by  the  fe verity  of  his  fatyr  in  many  of  his 
writings.  But  how  will  they  be  furprifed  to  And,  that 
by  thofe  who  belt  knew  him  at  the  sra  I  have  beert 
fpeaktng  of,  he  was  as  m^ich  celebrated  for  his  gopd-^ 
natiare,  as  his  wit !  Of  which,  among  a  number  of 
others,  I  ihall  produce  a  few  in(lance84  Mr.  Addifon^ 
in  one  of  his  letters,  has  the  following  paflage.  "  l 
know  you  hav«  fo  much  zeal  and  pleaAire,  in  doing 
kind  ioiffices  for  thoie  you  wifli  well  to,  that  I  hope  you 
reprefent  the  hardfliip  of  the  cafe,  in  the  ftrongeft  co- 
lours that  it  can  pofiTrbly  bear.  However,  as  I  always 
bcnoured  yw  for  your  goad-naiurc^  which  is  a  very  odd 
quality  to  celebrate  in  a  man,  who  has  talents  fo  much 
nioi«  Aining  in  the  eyes  <^  the  world,  I  Ihould  be  glad 
if  I  could  any  way  concur  with  you,  in  putting  a  ftop 
to  what  you  fay  is  now  in  agitation."  And  in  another 
place,  *'  I  am  fure  a  zealous  friendly  behaviour,  dif- 
«j^ilhcs  you  as  much,  as  your  manymiorclhining  ta- 

M  ^  lents  i 
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lents;  iind  as  I  have  received  particular  inftances  6(\tp 
you  muft  have  a  very  bad  opinion  of  oie,  if  you  do  not 
think  I  heartily  love  and  refpedt  you."  Lady  Betty 
Germaine,  daughter  of  Lof-d  Berkeley^  who  knew  hiai 
thoroughly  from  her  earlieft  days,  fays  to  him,  in  a  very 
frank  letter,  wherein  fhe  attacks  hinri  with  a  good  deal 
of  fpirit  on  Lady  Suffolk's  account-***"  It  is  you  ought 
to  be  an^ry,  and  never  forgive  her,  becaufe  you  have 
been  fo  much  in  the  wrongs  as  to  condemn  her  with-*^ 
out  fiiew  of  juftice;  and  I  wifli  with  all  my  heart,  as  a 
judgment  upon  you,  that  you  had  feen  her  as  I  did, 
when  the  news  of  your  friend's  death  *  came ;  for 
though  you  are  a  proud  perfon,  yet  give  you  devil  your 
due,  you  are  a  fincere,  good-natured  honeft  one/*  But 
this  quality  of  his  was  difcoverable  only  on  a  nearer  ac« 
quaintance  i  for  on  this,  as  on  all  other  occaiions,  he 
was  at  more  pains  to  conceal  his  virtues,  than  others 
are  to  difplay  them ;  and  to  effe£b  this,  often  put  on  the 
eppe^rance  of  qualities  dire&ly  contrary  to  thoCe  hepof-* 
feiled*  One  of  his  intimates  f,  writes  thus  to  him. 
^*  Yoju  have  an  unlucky  quality,  which  expofcs  you  to 
to  the  forwardnefs  of  thofe  that  love  you  ;  Imefln  good 
naturf.  From  which,  tbpugb  I  did  mt  fil'^ays  fuJp§S  ypH 
guiity  pf  I/,  /  fww  promi/e  my/elf  an  eafy  fafdon,'* 

Nor  wa$  his  good  nature  merely  of  the  common 
)cind$  ht  had  a  tendernefs  of  heart  which  made  him 
feel  with  unufual  fenfibility  the  fuffering.s,  misfortunes, 
or  lofs  of  friends,  and  fympathize  with  them  in  their 
^flSiftions.  Nor  were  thefe  feelings  afterwards  dimi- 
nxfh^d  or  blunted  by  ye^rs,  ^till  the  faculties  of  his 
mind  were  impaired,  and  in  a  great  degree  they  out- 
Jiyejd  eyen  thpfes  t^s  may  be  fe^n  in  mapy  ipft^nces  (luf 

*  Mf »  Gay.    On  wjiofe  account  Swift  had  accufed  Lady  Suifblk» 
f  Cbiveripn  Chsulton^  Captain  of  tJx9  Yeoinen  pf  the  Gufu'ds* 
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ring  his  latter  correfpondcnce,  upon  the  death  of  any 
<ef  his  old  friends.  In  what  agonies  of  mind  does  he 
give  to  Stella  a  diftra£ted  account  of  the  tabbing  Mr. 
Harley  by  Guilcard  ?  March  1,1711.  **  O  dear  M.  D^^ 
my  heart  is  almoft  broken*  You  will  hear  the  thing 
before  this  canics  to  you^  I  writ  a  full  accotint  of  ii 
this  night  to  the  ATchbilbop  of  Dublin.  I  was  in  a 
forry  way  ito  write,  lyot  tfaotaght  it  might  be  proper  to 
fend  a  true  account  of  the  faA,  for  you  will  hear  a  thou^ 
fand  lying  circumftanccs.  •  'Tis  of  Mn  Harley's  being 
ftabbedthis  afternoon  at  three  o'clock  at  a  Committee 
of  the  Council.  I  am  in  mortal  pain  for  him.  That 
'  defperate  French  villain.  Marquis  de  Guifcard,  ftabbed 
Mr.  Harley.  Pray  pardon  my  diftradion*  Lnow  thkik 
of  all  his  kindnefs  to  me.  The  poor  creature  now  lies 
ftabbed  in  his  bed,  by  a  defperate  French  popifh  viU 
lain.  Goodnight,  and  God  preferve  you  both^  and 
pity  me.     I  want  it."  :■    i 

His  behaviour  to  cihe*Duche(s  of  Hamilton,  on  the 
unfortunate  death  of  the  Diake,  killed  in  a  duel  by  Lord 
Mohun,  affords  a  (triking  inilance  of  a  warfn  feeling 
heart*  He  flew  to  her  the  inttant  the  news  reached  him,  to 
administer  every  alHftance  and  confolation  in  his  powen 
Of  which  take  the  following  account  in  his  Journal^ 
Noven)bcr  15,  1712.  "  They  have  removed  the  poor 
Duchefs  to  a  lodging  in  the  neighbourhood,  where  I 
have  been  with  her  two  hours,  and  am  juft  come  away; 
1  never  faw  fo  melancholy  a  fcene.  She  has  moved  my 
very  foul.  i6th.  I  thought  to  have  finiftied  this  yef* 
terday,  but  was  too  much  dtftiirbed.  I  fent  a  letter 
early,  this  morning  to  Lady  Malham,  to  beg  her  to 
write  fome  comforting  words  to  the  poor  Duchefs. 
She  has  promifed  me  to  get  the  Queen  to  write  to  the 
Puchefs  kindly  on  this  occafion  ;  and  to-morrow  I  will 
beg  Lord  Treafurer  to  vifit  and:^ comfort  her;    I  have 

M  4  been 
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been  with  her  two  hours  again,  and  fi^d  her  worfe. 
Her  violences  not  fo  frequent,  but  her  melancholy  more 
formal  and  fettled.  Lady  Orkney,  her  fi&er-in  law,  is 
(pome  to  town  oti  the  occafion,  and  has  been  to  fee  her» 
Und  behaved  hcrfelf  with  great  humanity*  They  havo 
been  always  very  iU  together  5  and  the  poor  Duchefs 
could  not  have  patience  when  people  told  her  I  weni 
often  to  Lady  Orkney's.  But  I  aip  refolved  to  make 
thern  friends  1  for  the  Duchefs  is  now  no  more  the  ob-» 
jc6i:  of  pnvyi  and  muft  leatn  humility  from  the  fevercft 
Matter,  Jffliiiion.'*  Here  wc  fee  that  not  content  with 
what  friendly  offices  he  could  do  in  hi^  own  perfon^  he 
immediately  applies  to  higher  powers^  even  to  royalty 
itfelG  to  adminifter  richer  cordiaU  to  raife  her  finking 
foul|  ^nd  pour  a  more  fovereign  balm  on  her  ^ffli&cd 
fpirit*  And  U  the  fame  time  forms  a  plan  for  her  fu^ 
(ure  eafe  apd  pomfort;^  by  epdeavoyring  to  make  up  a 
family  breach.  '      >        ■  , 

The  accounts  he  gives  of  the  illnefs  and  death  of  poor 
liarrifon,  for  whom  he  had  made  fo  noble  a  provifion  *"« 
fift  nianifeftly  the  eflFufions  qf  a  tender  hearts  Febru^p 
^ry  12,  17 12.  *^  1  found  a  letter  on  my  table  laft  night^i 
to  tcU  me  that  poor  little  Harrifon,  the  Queen's  Secrcr 
tary,  that  caqie  lately  frono  Utrecht  with  the  l&arrier 
Treaty,  was  ill,  and  defired  t6  fee  me  at  night ;  but  i% 
was  late,  and  I  copld  not  go  *till  to-day.  I  went  iH 
the  morning  and  found  him  mighty  ill,  and  got  thirty 
guineas  for  him  from  Lord  Bolingbroke^  and  an  or- 
4cr  for  one  hundred  pounds  from  the  Treafury  to  be 
paid  him  to-morrpw  j  and  1  have  got  him  removed  ta 
Knightfbridge  for  air.  13th,  1  fen t  to  fee  how  he  did, 
and  he  is  extremely  ill  ^  and  I  anr^  very  much  afflifted 
fpr  bim^  as  be  is  my  own  creature  in  a  very  honourable 

^   That  pf  Qijecn's  Sectary  at  the  Hague,  apoft  whIc)iLprd 
^lingbroj^e  afterwards  bellowed  on  his  own  brother. 


DOCTOR    SWIFT.  169 

jx>ft,  and  very  worthy  of  it.  His  mother  and  fifter  at- 
tend him,  and  he  wants  nothing.  i4thv  1  took  ParneU 
this  morning,'  and  we  walked  to  fee  poor  Harrifon. 
I  had  the  one  hundred  pounds  in  my  pocktt.  I 
told  Pamell  I  was  afraid  to  knock  at  the  door ;  my  mind 
niifgave  me,  Ldid  knock,  and  his  man  in  tears  told  me 
his  mafter  was  dead  an  hour  before.  Think  what  grief 
this  is  to  me !  I  could  not  dine  with  Lord  Treafurer, 
nor  any  where clfe,  but  got  a  bit  of  meat  towards  even-* 
ing.  No  lofs  ever  grieved  me  fo  much :  poor  crea« 
ture !  Pray  God  Almighty  blefs  you.  Adieu.  I  fend 
this  away  to-night^  and  1  am  forry  it  muft  go  while  I 
am  in  fo  much  grief  *." 

:  Indeed,  during  that  whole  period,  his  breaft  feems 
to  have  contained  a  perpetual  fpring  of  the  pureft  be* 
nevotence^  always  flowing,  and  always  full :  and  the 
chief  delight  of  his  life  arofe  from  doing  a6bs  of  hu-« 
manity,  charity,  gencrofity,  and  friendlhip.  Nor  con- 
tent with  what  he  could  perform  in  that  way  himfelf^ 
his  utrrtoft  endeavours  were  ufcd  to  diffufe  the  fame  fpi- 
tit  of  benevolence  into  all  with  whom  he  was  conne6t- 
ed.  (ie  was  the  life  and  foul  of  that  famous  fociety  of 
flxteen,  confifting  of  fome  of  the  firft  men  of  the  age^ 
in  point  of  talents,  rank,  and  virtue.  To  tie  them 
clofcr  to  each  other,  he  made  them  adopt  the  endear- 
ing name  of  brothers  j  and  to  fprcad  the  circle  ftill 
wider,  the  Ladies  of  the  feveral  members,  called  fif* 

*  IjOri  Bolingbroke  bears  itrong  teftimony  to  this  quality  in  Swifi^ 
in  his  letter  of  March  17,  1719.  ^*  I  have  not  thefe  feveral.  years 
tailed  {6  fenfible  apleafure*  as  your  letters  of  the  i6th  of  January  and 
|6:h  of  February  gave  one ;  and  I  know  en9ugh  of  the  Undtrntfs  of  your 
fjptartt  to  be  aiTured,  that  the  letter  I  am  writing  will  produce  much  the 
fame  effedl  on  yoa,  I  feel  my,  own  pleafure,  and  I  feel  your's.  The 
crueft  refie6lion>  and  at  the  fame  time  the  bittereft  fatyr,  which  can 
bis  m^de  on  the  pre^nt  age,  is  this,  that  to  think  as  you  think,  will 
snake  a  man  pafs  for  romantic*  i^incerity,  conftancy,  Underm/s,  arc 
mtVf  to  be  fott94." 

^  ters, 
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ursj  and  even  their  children  were  nephews  and  nieces. 
Happy  were  the  envied  few  who  flood  in  this  adopted 
relationihip  to  Swift,  and.  the/  never  failed  afterwards 
boaftingly  to  ufe  that  title;  as  may  be  feen  in  feveral 
of  their  letters.  Great  was  the  canvaffing  to  be  admit-* 
ted  into  that  number;  and  the  Duke  of  Ormond  look- 
ed upon  it  as  a  high  honour  that  he  was  ele£ted  a  mem- 
ber>  without  any  application  on  his  part.  '*  The  end 
of  our  club  {fays  Swift)  is  to  advance  converfation  and 
fricndfhipi  and  to  reward  deferving  peribns  with  ou)r 
ihtereft  and  recommendation.  We  take  in  none  but 
men  of  wit,  or  men  of  intercft  j  and  if  we  go  on  as  wc 
begin,  no  other  club  of  the  town  will  be  worth  talking 
of.*'  To  keep  them  fteady  to  thcfe  points,  and  to  pre- 
vent their  degenerating  into  political  meetings.  Swift 
early  oppofed  the  admiffion  of  Lord  Treafurer  and 
Jj^rd  Keeper,  who  had  been  propofed,  and  they  wtre 
accordingly  excluded  ;  but  their  fons  were  received  in 
their  room.  There  are  feveral  inftances  mentioned  of 
contributions  raifed  by  th^m  to  relieve  indigent  merit, 
which  were  diftributed  by  Swifc  *, 

*  Of  this,  among  many  others,  take  the  following  inftances,  Jour- 
aa),  February  12,  1712*  **  I  dined  to-day  with  our  fociety,  the 
gnsLttUt  dinner  I  have  ever  feen.  It  was  at  Jack  Hill^s,  the  Gover- 
nor of  Dunkirk.  I  gave  an  account  of  fixty  guineas  I  had  cotkded* 
;ind  am  to  give  them  away  to  two  authors  to-morrow.  And  Lord  Trea- 
furer has  promifed  me  one  hundred  pounds  to  reward  fome  others. 
13th.  I  was  to  iee  a  poor  Poet,  one  Mr.  Diaper,  in  a  nafty  garret, 
very  iick.  I  gave  him  twenty  guineas  fi  om  Lord  Bolingbroke,  and 
rdiipofed  the  other  fixty  to  two  other  authors.  In  that  of  March  30^ 
'*  1  was  naming  fome  time  ago,  to  a  certain  perfon,  another  certain 
pcrfon,  that  was  very  dieferving,  and  poor,  and  fickly  ;  and  the  other, 
that  firft  certain  perfon,  gave  me  one  hundred  pounds  tb  give  the  other. 
The  pcrfon  who  is  to  have  it,  never  faw  the  giver,  nor  cxpedls  onfe 
f  irhing,  nor  has  the  leaft  knowledge  or  imagination  of  it ;  fo  1  be- 
lieve it  will  be  a  very  agreeable  furprife  ;  for  1  think  it  a  han  ifomp 
j)r^O*nt  enough.  I  paid  the.  100  1.  this  evening,  and  it  wgs  a  gre^t 
iurpriie  to  the  receiver/' 

Hb 
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He  had  (o  far  endeavoured  to  diffufe  this  fpirit  of  be* 
nevoknce  among  all  his  connexions,  that  Lord  Peter« 
borough  raillies  him  upon  it  thus  in  one  of  his  letters^; 
'^  You  were  returning  me  to  ages  paft  for  fomc  exprcf- 
fions  in  my  letter.  I  find  matter  in  your's  to  fend  you  as. 
{bx  back  as  the  golden  age.  How  came  you  to  frame,  '''/ 
a  fyftem,  in  the  times  we  live  in,  to  govern  the  world 
by  love?" 

.  He  did  not  flbew  at  that  time  any  of  that  acrimony, 
vrhich  he  contraded  afterwards  from  difappointment^  ill- 
nefs,  and  a  thoufand  vexations  multiplying  on  him,  and 
increaling  with  his  years.  On  the  contrary,  he  feems  by 
his  Journal  and  Letters  to  have  had  an  uncommon  flow 
of  ipirits,  and  a  cheerfulnefs  of  temper  not  eafily  affeded*. 
Accordingly  bis  company  was  eagerly  fought  after  by  all 
^bo  could  get  accefs  to  him ;  and  his  converfation  was; 
the  delight  not  only  of  thofe  who  had  a  relifli  for  wit  and 
humour,  but  of  thofe  who  took  pleafure  in  the  unre- 
ftrained  focial  hour  of  good  humour  and  mirth.  So  thac 
he  feenns  to  have  had  every  rcquifite  that  could  excite  at 
once  the  admiration  and  love  of  his  friends.  And  indeed 
no  man  ever  poflefled  both  in  a  more  eminent  degree, 
and  that  from  a  large  group  of  charafters,  d.iftinguiihed 
for  their  rank,  talents  and  worth ;  fuch  as  are  hardly  to 
be  paralleled^  as  co-exiftent  at  the  fame  period,  eithet: 
in  the  hiftory  of  our  own  country,  or  perhaps  in  that  of 
^ny  oth^r.  It  muft  be  allowed,  that  Swift  was  very  for-  ^ 
tunate  to  have  livf^d  at  fuch  a  jun^Elure,  and  that  he  was 
judicious  ii)  his  choice  s  but  purely  it  is  a  proof  of  his  ex- 
traordinary merit,  that  they  were  all  united  in  the  fame 
fcntiments  towards  him,  however  they  differed  among 
each  other  y  and  that  their  atirachment  to  him  continued 
invariably  the  fanqie  eyer  after,  not  feeming  to  have  fuf- 
fered  any  diminution  either  from  abfence,  length  of  time, 
pr  lofs  of  powpr.    It  is  from  the  accounts  of  thofe  who 

3  knew 


I7«  THE    LIFE    OF 

knew  him  intimately  at  that  period,  that  we  are  to  form 
an  idea  of  bis  real  charafter,  not  from  the  reports  or  fur-' 
mifes  of  others,  or  fuch  as  only  faw  him  in  his  decline, 
when  little  of  his  former  fclf  remained.  There  have  al- 
ready been  rtiany  quotations  given  for  that  purpofe ;  to 
ciofe  his  charafter,  I  fhall  only  add  two  more,  from 
two  of  his  moft  intimate  friends;  one  from  Dr.  Arbuth* 
nor,  a  man  as  remarkable  for  the  goodnefs  of  his  heart. 
^  his  fine  talents ;  the  other  from  Pope,  The  firft  is 
part  of  a  letter  written  foon  after  the  Qoeen's  death. 
**  D,ear  friend,  the  laft  fentence  of  your  letter  quite  kills 
me.  Never  repeat  that  melancholy  tender  word,  thac 
you  will  endeavour  to  forget  ntt.  I  am  fore  I  never  cait 
forget  you  till  I  meet  with  (what  is  impoflible)  another, 
whofe  converfation  I  can  delight  ib  much  in,  as  Dr. 
Swifi*s,  and  yet  that  is  the  fmallell  thing  I  ought  to  va- 
lue you  for.  That  hearty  fincere  fricndthip,  that  plain 
and  open  ingenuity  in  ^11  your  commerce,  is  what  I  am 
fore  I  can  never  find  in  another  man.  I  ihall  want  often 
a  faithful  monitor,  one  that  would  vindicate  ttft  behind 
my  back,  and  tell  me  my  faults  to  my  face.  God  knows 
I  write  this  with  tears  in  my  eyes.** 

The  other  is  in  a  letter  from  Pope  to  Lord  Orrery, 
where,  fpeaking  of  Swift,  he  fays,  •«  My  fincere  love  for 
this  valuable,  indeed  incomparable  man,  will  accompany 
him  through  life,  and  purfue  his  memory,  were  I  to  live 
a  hundred  lives,  as  many  as  his  works  will  live;  which 
iare  abfolutely  original,  unequalled,  unexampled.  His 
humanity,  his  charity,  his  condelcenfion,  his  candour, 
are  equal  to  his  wit,  and  require  as  good  and  true  a  tafie 
to  be  equally  valued." 

But  pope  wrote  this  to  a  man  who  had  no  foch  true 
tafte.  To  one,  who  in  all  his  remarks  on  Swift*5  lifei, 
has  endeavoured  to  depreciate  the  memory  of  that  great 
pan,  and  place  all  his  afligos  in  the  worft*  light.     Not 
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content,  with  attacking  his  private  character,  and  often 
with  the  malice  of  ^n  lago  (fo  much  worfe  indeed  as  be- 
ing utterly  unprovoked)  burning  his  very  virtue  into  pitchy 
he  has  endeavoured  to  reduce  his  political  one  to  the  low- 
ed line  •,  as  may  be  fecn  in  the  following  paflage  *.  "  He 
was  elated  with  the  appearance  of  enjoying  minifterial 
confidence.  He  enjoyed  the  fliadow,  the  fubftance  was 
kept  from  him.  He  was  employed,  not  trufted ;  and  at 
the  fame  time  that  he  imagined  himfelf  a  fubtle  diver^ 
who  dexterouQy  (hot  down  into  the  profoundeft  regions 
of  politics^  he  was  fuiTered  only  to  found  the  (hallows 
neareft  the  (hore,  and  was  fcarce  admitted  to  defcend  be- 
low the  froth  at  the  top.  Perhaps  the  deeper  bottoms 
were  too  muddy  for  his  infpcSion.*'  I  dare  fay  his  Lord- 
cihip^  when  he  had  iini(hed  this  paragraph,  looked  it  over 
often  with  great  felf-complacency^^  and  admired  it  as  a 
beautiful  and  well  turned  period..  But  unfortunately 
there  was  not  one  fyllable  of  truth  in  it,  of  which  there 
have  been  already  fulEcient  proofs  given.  Yet  as  this 
opinion,  even  upon  fo  weak  an  authority,  has,  from  the 
general  fpirit  of  envy,  been  adopted  by  numbersf ;  and 
as  fome  of  the  nobleft  points  of  Swift's  charader,  depend 
upon  the  donfideration  of  the  high  rank  which  he  then 
held  in  the  political  ftate,  I  (hall  here  adduce  farther 
proofs  of  his  great  importance,  and  (hew,  that  though 
he  was  without  office  or  rank,  he  was  the  man  the  mpfl: 
irufted,  and  the  moft  eipployed  in  all  political  and  ftatc 
affairs,  of  any  of  that  time. 

,  We  have  already  fcen  with  what  rapidity  and  eager- 
nefs,  contrary  to  his  ufual  procraftinating  and  rcferved 
difpoGtionj  Harlcy  rulhed  into  his  acquaintance,  and  be- 
fought  his  friendChip.  That  foon  after  their  firft  conver- 
fing  together,  he  told  St.  John  he  could  keep  nothing 
from  him.  Swift  had  fo  much  the  way  of  getting  into 

*  Lord  Orrery's  remarks  on  tlie  Life  and  Wiitingr  of  Swift. 

'  him 
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him^  That  after  a  clofcr  intimacy,  though  the  mtstk 
referved  man  alive,  and  the  leaft  apt  to  defpond,  he  con* 
fefled,  that  uttering  his  mind  to  Swift,  gave  him  cafe  ^. 
And  that  he  continued  «ver  after  to  repofe  this  truft  in 
hini,  may  be  fecn  in  a  letter  from  Lewis  in  the  year 
1 7 13,  fuppofed  by  the  world  to  be  the  moft  confidential 
man  with  Lord  Oxford,  where  he  fays,  "  His  mind  has 
been  communicated  more  freely  to  you  than  to  any 
other."  In. two  months  after  their  firft  acquaintance,  he 
was  admitted  of  the  Saturday's  private  party,  or  Mini- 
fter's  Cabinet  Council,  confiding  of  the  Lord  Keeper 
Harcourt,  the  Earl  Rivers,  the  Earl  of  Peterborough, 
and  Mr.  Secretary  St.  John ;  where,  after  dinner,  they 
ufed  to  difcourfe,  and  fetde  matters  of  great  importance, 
and  Swift  was  always  one  of  the  number  J.  It  has  been 
(hewn  that  he  flood  in  an  equal  degree  of  confidence  with 
Lord  Bolingbroke  :  and  no  man  living,  no  not  of  the 
Miniftry,  flood  fo  high  in  the  opinion  of  Lady  Maftiam, 
the  fccond  greateft  favourite  of  the  Queen,  and  latterly 
the  firft  ;  of  which  the  moft  unequivocal  proofs  have  bccfi 
produced,  in  her  fliedding  tears  openly,  upon  the  talk 
of  fending  him  to  Ireland,  and  her  lafl  earnefl  letter  to 
him  before  the  Queen's  death.  All  the  great  ofiicers  of 
ftate  conneftcd  with  the  Miniftry,.  followed  their  example 
in  paying  him  homage.  Lord  Keeper  Harcourt  told  a 
placeman  of  inferior  rank,  who  had  treated  Swift  with 
fome  incivility,  to  take  care  of  what  he  did,  for  the 
DoAor  was  not  only  the  favourite  of  all  the  Miniftry,  but 
their  Governor  alfo.  We  have  fecn  that  Lord  Rivers 
told  the  printers,  for  whom  Swift  had  demanded  feveril 
places  in  his  department  of  confiderable  value,  that  the 
'Doftor  commanded,  and  he  muft  obey.  We  find  tooj 
that  when  any  of  the  Miniftry  themfelves  had  a  favour  to 

•  F/V/f  Journal,  Nov.  11,1710.         +  Journal,  March  4,  17 10- it. 
I  Memoirs  relating  to  the  Change,  Cffr.  and  Joaroal  fafflm. 
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alk  of  Lord  Oxford,  it  was  through  him  they  made  therr 
application  *.  It  was  the  fame  too  with  regard  to  the 
foreign  Miniftersf.  I»  what  light  he  ftood  with  the 
Spantfli  Ambaffador,  may  be  feei»  from  the  following  ex- 
trail  from  his  Journal,  December  ai,  1712.  "This 
day  fc*nnight,  after  I  had  been  talking  at  Court  with  Sir 
William  Wyndham,  the  Spanilh  Amba0ador  came  t^ 
him,  and  faid  he  heard  that  was  Doftor  Swift,  and  de- 
fired  him  to  tell  me,  that  his  Matter,  and  the  King  of 
'  Fr^ice,  and  the  Queen,  were  obliged  to  me  more  than 
•to  any  man  in  Europe.  So  we  bowed,  and  (hook  hands, 
fe?r.  I  took  it  very  well  of  him/'  All  ftatc  writings,  the 
'Queen's  Speeches,  Addrefles  upon  them,  tfr.  were  ci- 
ther entirely  drawn  up  by  him,  or  fubmicted  to  bis  cor- 
redion^  He  had  a  confiderable  ihare  in  the  famous  re-> 
prefencation  of  the  Speaker's,  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer, 
which  made  fuch  a  noife  at  that  time,  and  was  coniidered 
as  the  fineft  that  ever  was  penned.  In  (kort  there  wab 
not  a  move  made  of  any  kind  with  relation  either  to  pub^ 
lick  aSairs,  or  party  matters^  in  which  he  was  not  con- 
fulted,  and  the  greateft  (hare  of  labour  in  the  executive 
part  was  thrown  upon  his  (houlders.  In  all  this  plenitude 
of  power,  he  was  fo  far  from  being  elaUd  with  the  ap^ 
fearance  of  enjoying  minifterial  confidence^  that  he  u(ed  his 
!  bell  endeavours  to  conceal  it  frpm  the  world  in  general, 
thoogh  it  could  not  be  a  fecrec  to  thofe  of  his  own  parity. 

•  Journal^  January  8,  1712-13.  **  I  tell  you  a  good  things;  thoK 
is  not  one  of  the  Minidry,  but  what  will  employ  me  as  gravely  to 
fpeak  for  them  to  Lord  Treafurer,  as  if  I  were  their  brother,  or  his, 
and  I  do  it  as  gravely,  though  1  know,  they  do  it  only  becaufe  they 
will  not  make  thcmfelves  uneafy,  or  had  rather  I  (hould  be  denied  than 

!  they." 

i  t  March  .5,  1712-13.    "  F  was  at  Court  to-day,  and  the  fbrcjgn 

Miniders  have  got  a  trick  of  employing  me  to  fpeak  for  them  to 
lord  Treafurer,  and  Lord  Bolingbrcke,  which  I  do  when  the  cafe  |s 
reaiboable.'* 

With 
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With  this  view,  he  abfcntcd  himfclf  from  Lord  Trea^ 
iurer's  levees,  having  never  appeared  there  but  twice, 
during  their  whole  acquaintance.     And  at  Court  he  al- 
ways avoided  him. whenever  he  made  towards  him»  nor 
:would  ever  be  feen  fpeal^ing  to  him  there  *.     But  it  was 
Impoffible  long  to  conceal  that  fuperior  degree  of  favour 
in  which  he  ftood  with  the  Minifter.     His  writings,  in 
the  caufe  he  efpoufcd,  had  rendered  him  too  confpicuous, 
aad  the  adverfe  party  were  too  much  galled  by  them,  not 
CO  make  them  watchful  of  all  his  motions.     He  was  ac^* 
cordingly  confidered  by  the  leaders  of  the  oppofite  party, 
as  the  firfl:  mover  in  all  the  minifterial  meafures ;  and 
many  virulent  fpeeches  were  made  againll  him  by  name, 
both  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  and  Commons,  as  one  who 
was  in  the  Jecret  of  all  affairs^  and  without  whofe  advice 
pr  privity  nothing  was  done^  or  employment  dijpojed  of-f* 
Oh  Lof d  Orrery !  how  little  did  you  know  of  the  true 
Aate  of  affairs  at  that  time,  when  you  wrote  that  jPalle 
envious  paragraph,  and  how  utterly  unacquainted  muft 
.you  have  been  with  the  real  charafter  of  the  man,  {whofe 
memoirs  you  undertook  to  write,  when  you  cqiild  fup- 
pofe  him  fo  mean  fpirited  as  to  be  the  mere^  tool  of  a 
Miniftry ;  and  fo  blinded  by  vanity  (a  fault  >df  which  he 
had  not  one  particle  in  his  compofuion,  /or,  as  be  him- 
felf  has  often  obferved,  he  was  too  proud  to  be  vain)  as 
not  to  difeover  whether  he  was  only  employed^  not  truftedl 
Nor  was  his  infiuence  confined  to  England  only,  he 
wa?  the  chief  perfon  confolccd  in  the  affairs  of  Irelahd, 
particularly  during  the  Duke  of  Ormondes  AdminiftraT 

•  January  1 5,  17 12-1 3*  "I  was  at  Court  to-day,  and  as  Lord 
Treafarer  came  towards  me  I  avoided  him,  and  he  hunted  me  thrice 
about  the  room.  I  affed  never  to  take  notice  of  him  at  Charch  or 
Court.  He  knows  it,  for  I  have  told  him  fo,  and  to-night  at  Lord 
N^aiham's  he  gave  an  acconnt  of  it  to  the  company ;  but  my  reafons  are, 
that  people  feeing  me  fpeak  to  him,  caufes  a  great  deal  of  teafmg/* 

t  Fidt  Swift*s  Memoirs  relating  to  the  Change,  (sfc. 

tioDi 
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^5115  aft'd  few  preferments  pafled,  efpecially  in  the  Churchy 
without  his  approbation.  Of  this  there  are  many  prooft 
to  be  found  in  his  correfpondence  with  the  Archbifliop  of 
Dublin,  Primate  Lindfay^  Lord  Charicelldr  Phipps,  and 
his  own  Journal  *. 

Having  now,  paft  all  cbritroVerfy,  eftabliflied  the  high 
degree  of  power. and  iHfluence  Which  he  then  enjoyed, 
beyond  any  that  perhaps  ever  fdl  to  the  lot  of  a  private 
perfon,  muft  not  the  difirltercfted  fpirit  of  Swift  ftrike  u^ 
with  aftohiffiment,  when  we  refleft  that  he  rftadc  no  other 
ufc  of  thefe  great  advantages,  but  to  pfombte  the  publick 
caufe  in  which  he  was  engaged,  or  to  make  afnple  pfo^ 
yifion  for  perfons  of  merit,  while  he  was  utterly  ^negIi- 

'  gent  with  regard  to  his  own  fortune  ?  It  muft  be  obvious 
to  every  one,  who  confiders  the  light  in  which  he  ftood, 
that  had  he  been  a  man  of  intrigue,  or  could  he  have 
-made  his  principles  bend  to  the  reigning  policy  of  the 
Court-,  had  he  not  incurred  the  Queen's  difpleafure,  by 
^endeavouring  to  counteract  her  adopted  fyftem  of  govern- 
ment, and  treating  h^r  bofom  favourite  with  a  feverity 

.  never  to  be  forgiven  ;  nay  had  he  only  followed  the  lead 
of  the  Minifter,  by  acquiefcing  in  meafures.  which  he 
found  it  vain  to  oppofe ;  it  muft  be  allowed,  I  fay,  c6n- 
fideringthe  immenfity^of  his  talents,  the  clofc  connec- 

*  Fi^  his  letter  to  the  Archbifliop,  September  31,  171 3.    His 

Journal^  February  1,1712-13. 

'  Lord  Primate  Lindfay  writes  thus  to  him,  in  his  letter  of  January 
5»  1713-14.  **  There  is  a  gentleman,  whom  I  believe  you  muil  have 
hcsLtd  of>  Dr.  Andrew  Hamilton,  Archdeacon  of  Raphoe^  a  mati  of 
good  learning  and  abilities,  and  one  of  great  interefl  in  that  country* 
whom  I  could  wifh  you  would  move  for  to  fucceed  me  in  Raphoe>  as 
pnc  that  ia  moil  likely  to  do  good  in  that  part  of  the  country,  of  any 
man  I  know.'' 

-  *•  And  now  be  plealed  to  accept  my  thanks  for  the  great  fervices 
you  hzxe  done  me,  and  as  you  have  contributed  much  to  my  advancement, 
£>  I  muil  defire  you,  upon  occaiion,  to  give  me  your  farther  affiilahce 
for  theicrvice  of  the  Church." 

N  tion 
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tion  he  ftopd  in  with  all  the  leading  men^  the  gi^eat  unm 
portance  he  was  of  ta  their  eaufe,  and  the  almoft  fifterljr 
afiedion  fhewn  him  b]|r  Lady  Mafiiam,  that  he  n^igbc 
kave  afpired  to  the  higheft  dignities  in  the  Churchy,  oir 
cvett>  if  his  bent  lay  that  way,  in  the  ftate,.  For  in  tbofe 
days  the  gown  was  not  conGdered  as^  a  difqualification  to 
minifteri^l  offices,  as  we  find  the  BiAiop  of  Briflol  waa 
made  Lore}  Privy^eal,  and  Ambaifador  Plenipotentiary^ 
But  as  it  was  a  maxim  witiv  Swift,  that  while  the  Qjieenr 
gurfued  her  trimming  pkn,  the  interefts  of  the  Churcl^ 
and  State  were  on  a  fandy  foundation,,  and  that  there 
could  be  no  falid  eftabUdiment  for  them,  *6&  the  Whigs 
were  all  turned  out  of  their  employments,  and  a  total  end 
put  to  their  power ;.  he  determined  not  only  never  to  fall 
in  with  the  Queen's  meafures,  but  on  the  contrary  open^ 
ly  to  oppofe  them.  Though  at  the  fame  time  he  muft 
have  been  confcious  that  this  was^  the  moft  certain  way  to 
bar  his  own  preferment. 

.  The  only  employment  that  Swift  ever  aflced  for  duringi 
all  that  timej;  was  that  of  Hiftori^grapher ;.  and  his  rea^ 
&ns  for  deiiring  it  are  thus  fet  forth^  in  his  Memorial  pa^ 
«he  Queen,,  April  i,  1 7 14. 

.  **  The  change  of  Miniftry  about  four  years  ago,,  tfaer 
fall  of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,,  and  the  proceedings 
fince,/  in  relation  to  the  peace  and  treaties,  are  all  capable 
of  beiiig very  malicioufly  reprefentcd  topofterity,  if  tKcy 
ihould  fall  under,  the  pea  of  Ibme  writer  of  the.oppoOte 
party,  as  they  probably  may* 

^  Upon  thefe  reafons  it  is  neceflary,.  for  the  honour  of 
the  Queen,  and  in  juftice  to-  her  fervants,  that  fome  able 
hand  fbould  be  immediately  employed,,  to  write  the  hif- 
tory  of  her  Majelly's  reign,  that  the  truth  of  tWng^  may 
be  tranfmitted'  to  future  age^y  and  bear  dowa  the  falfe- 
hood  of  malicious  pens.'* 

**  The  Dean  of  St.-  Patrick's  is  ready  to  undertake  thiff 
work,,  humbly  dcfiring  her  Maj,efty  will'pleafc  to- appoint? 


i 


t)  6  ^  T  6  R    S  W  I  F  Ti  tfg 

trkttMv  JFEfforiographer ;  not  from  any  vitvr  of  the  pro- 
fit, Nhidi  is  lb  inconfidcrablei  that  it  will  hardlv^  ferve 
to  p^f  the  expence  of  fcarching  offices)  bur  f^om  an  earn- 
eft  defirc  to'fcrve  his  Queen -and  country :  for  which  th^iC 
Cmploymfent!  will  qualify  him,  by  an  opportunity  ofaccifs^ 
to  rhofe  jifades,  where  papers  and  records  are  kept,  WhicW 
will  be  necelfery  to  any  who  und(frtake  fuch  a  hiftory.'* 

We  fee  tipoil  what  difinterefted  principles  Swift  defired 
this  oftt'ce^  and  he  feems  to  have  been  highly  provoked 
at  his  not  obtaining  it!,  laying  the  blame  very  u'njuftly  oil' 
Lord  Bolitigbroke,  aB  may  be  fecn  in  His  letter  to  Mifs 
Vanhomrigh,  Auguft  r,  1714.  "I  am  not  of  yout^ 
Opinion  about  Lord  Bolingbroke,  perhaps  he  may  get 
the  StafF,  but  I  cannot  I'ely  oti  his  love  to  me.  He  knew 
I  had  a'  nlind  to  be  ftiiftoriographer,  though  I'  valued  it 
ftot  but  for  the  publick  fervice  5  yet  it  is  gone  to  a  worth* 
fefs  rogiie^  that  rio-body  knows.**     But  it  appears  from  a 

letter  of  Dr.  AtfcuthnotV  J^^Y  ^7*  '7Hj  that  Lord  Bo-^ 
firto-broke  was  moft  hearty  in  his  caufej  Where  he  fays, 
**  I  gave  your  letter,  >frith  the  inclofed  Memorial,  cava^ 
lierfHtni  to  Lord  Bolingbroke*  He  read  ir,  and  feemcd 
concerned  at  Ibme  part  of  it,  exprefling  himfelf  thus  1 
^  T^'hat  it  would  be  among  the  eternal  fcattdals  of  the 
govcrnmen'ti  to  fufFcr  a  man  of  your  character,  that  had 
fo  well  defervcd  of  them^  to  have  the  lead  uneafy  thoughts 
iibout  thofe  matters.  A  But  the  truth  is,  that  it  was  out 
of  my  Lord*s  power  to  have  fcrved  him  in  this  point,  as 
the  Memorial  Was  not  put  into  his  hands,  till  a  fortnight 
after  the  place  had  been  difpofed  of*.  So  that  it  is  pro- 
bable it  never  was  prefcnted  to  the  Queen.  And  his 
friend  F^ord^  ta  whom  he  had  alio  communicated  his  fuf^- 

^  Ih  ilkW  from  ChaHes  Ford>  Efq;  to  Dr.  Swift,  J^Iy  30,  1714, 
is  the  following  paJage.  **  I  thought  you  had  heard  the  Hiftoriogra- 
^er's  place  iiad  been  difpbfed  of  this  fortnight.  I  know  no  more 
of  him  who  has  Itj  than  that  his  name  is  Maddocks  [Mldox]." 

N  2  pieions 
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picions  of  Bolingbroke,  vindicates  him  from  the  charge 
in  a  letter  written  five  days  after  the  Queen's  death,* 
where  he  fays,  '*  I  really  believe  Lord  Bolingbroke  was. 
very  fincere  in  the  profeffions  he  made  of  you,  and  be 
could  have  done  any  thing.  No  Miniftcr  was  ever  ia 
that  height  of  favour,  and  Lady  Malham  was  at  leaft  ia 
as  much  credit,  as  fbe  had  been  in  any  time  c^  her  iife» 
But  thefe  are  melancholy  refledtions." 

There  is  a  paflage  in  a  letter  from  Swift  to  Pope,  J^. 
nuary  lo,.  I72i>  relative  to  this  office,  which  at  6rfl: 
vie^  feems  to  contradid  what  he  himielf  had  faid  about 
it,  as  related  above.  ^^  I  had  iodeed  WFitteD  fome  Me* 
morials  of  the  Pour  laft  Years  o(  the  Queea*s  reign,  with, 
ibme  other  informations  which  I  received,  as  neceflary 
ma|erials  to  qualify  me  for  doinrg  fbmething  in  an  em* 
ploy  men t  then  designed  for  me ;  but,  as  it  was  at  the 
difpofal  of  a  perfon,  who  had  not  the  fmalleft  (hare  of 
fteadinefs  or  fincerity,  I  dijdained  to  accept  it.**  But  this 
apparen*t  con^tradidion  may  eafily  be  thus  folved.  Swift 
fcorned  to  accept  the  employment,  as  a  favour^  from  the; 
Officer  in  whofe  department  it  was,  for  the  Feafbn  he  af- 
figns,  and  would  receive  it  only  from  her  Majcfty's  own 
appointment,  to  whom  he  therefore  perfonally  applied  bji; 
Memorial  *. 

•  The  circamftance  of"  tlie  difpofil  of  this  poft  from  Swift,  hasr 
afforded  Lord  Orrery  an  opportunity  of  expofing  his  ignorance,  and 
invidious  difpoikion  to  lower  Swift's  confequence  to  the  utmoft.  He 
iays,,  **  He  ^Swift)  knew  ho^v  ufeful  he  was  to  Adxninillration  in  gene- 
ral ;  and  in  one  of  his  lexers  he  mentions,  that  the  place  of  I^Iiftorio* 
grapher  was  intended  for  him,  but  I  am  apt  to  Aifped  that  he  flattered 
hinifelf  too  highly."  Surely  his  Lordfhip  mul?  have  Been- cither  fo  ill 
ioformed,  as  to  fuppofe  this  polt  to  be  a  very  confiderable  one,  ot 
that  Swift  was  without  any  degree  of  credit.  He  flatttred  blmfslf  too 
highly.  Good  Heaven  !  that  fuch  a  man  as  Swift,  ihOuld  be  actufed 
of  flattering  himfelf  too  highly,  in  expcfting  an  employment,  at-^ 
tended  with  much  trouble,  and  without  any  degree,  eiiheir  of  honour 
or  profit  \ 
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1  jhafl  take  leave  of  this  period  of  Swift's  life,  by  6b- 
ferving  that  he  was  thrown  into  the  World  at  a  moft  fortu-  * 
fiate  sera  to  gratify  the  ruling  paflions  of  his  heart.  The 
chief  pleafurcs  of  his  life  feecn  to  have  arifen  from  friend- 
ship contrafted  with  men  of  worth  and  taleiits,  and  the 
fociety  of  perfons  of  wit  and  genius ;  and  never  was  there 
an  sera,  in  which  kc  could  be  fo  amply  indulged  with  re- 
gard to  both.  I  know  there  are  numbers  who  laugh  at 
thofe  wbo  fpeak  with  admiration  of  pad  times,  and  la* 
ment  the  degeneracy  of  the  prcfent,  as  idle  declaimers, 
imdatores  ttmpx^ris  alii  i  with  which  the  worjd  has  oon- 
fiantly  been  furni(hed  in  all  nations,  from  age  ip  age; 
but  that  in  reality  all  times  iiiave  been  much  alike^  la 
prder  that  a  fair  compartfon  may  be  made  between  the 
period  I  have  been  fpcaking  of,  a^id  that  which  followed 
to  the  prefect  time,  I  (hall  here  fet  down  a  lift  of  (he  exr 
iraocdlaary  m^n  whp  thex^  fipuri(bpd  together^ 
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Befide  uiany  others  that  jjnigKt  be  mentioned,  ^f  ^no 
fmall  note.  When  they  who  are  advpcates  for  the  9.b.oy9 
opinion,  (hall  attempt  to  dx^w  QMt  a  lift  of  n^fric?  in  the 
prefent  times,  to  be  put  in  compctitjoh  with  thefe^  .t}>cy 
yrill  foon  be  obliged  to  confcis  and  retradt  their  .error. 


SECTION    V. 

m 

From  his  return  to  Ireland  t$  bis  Death. 

Immediatily  after  the  deceafe  of  the  <5l?^^^»  Swift 
returned  to  Ireland,  where  he  found  things  in  the  highcft 
fcrmeht:  the  Whigs  all  in  triumph,  threatening  ven-* 
geance  on  the  whole  body  of  the  defponding  Tories,  as 
ifoon  as  power  fliouW  come  into  their  hands.  However 
violerit  the  proceedings  of  the  Whigs  in  England  might 
afterwards  be,  their  animofity  againft  the  oppofitc  party 
was  moderate,  in  comparifon  with  the  h^tre^  which  theif 
brethren  of  Ireland  bore  to  the  Tories,  .  AH  the  ftories  fa- 
bricated in  England  by  the  Whigs,  of  an  intention  to  bring 
in  the  Pretender  by  the  late  Miniftry,  and  which  were  only 
palculaped  for  the  more  violent  of  their  party,  and  the 
vplgar,  were  yniverfally  and  implicitly  believecj  in  Ireland. 
The  dreadful  9nd  detefted  days  of  James  II,  qf  w^ich 
there  were  ftill  fo  many  living  witnefTes  in  that  kingdom, 
and  in  lyhieh  the  whole  body  of  Protcftants  fufFcrcd  fo 
niuclt,  came  frelh.into  thpir  rpinds,  andraifed  the  utmoft 
fibhorrence  of  all  who  were  fuppofed  to  be  abettors  of  fuch 
^  meafure.  They  were  t^ght  to  confider  the  word  Tory 
pnd  Jacobite,  <s  fynonympus  tern^s  \  and  as  Swift  v^as 
Jcnpwn  to  have  been  highly  in  the  (cqnSdencc  of  the  late 
Miniftry,  be  was  Of  courfc  fuppofed  toJb^e  bepi^  ^peply 
foncerned  with  them  in  thif  plot  of  bringing  in  the  Pre. 
fender.  ?dng  the  oixly  one  then  in  Ireland,  ^g^inft 
Hfhpfi)  9  charge  could  be  made  of  having  an  imaicdiatp 
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Ihffnd  m  fiMih  a  deiign,  he  became  i!fee  chief  objeS:  upoh 
•vhtch  the  tXKidfiels  rf  party  vented  its  r^e.  Me  was 
^conftandy  unffulced  witii  opprobrious  language  as  he  walk- 
-ed  the  Aspects,  and  feme  of  the  more  violent,  ufcd  to  take 
-tjp  dirt  ft©m  <hc  fceiwid  ^o  throw  at  him  as  he  pafled 
along ;  in^nmic^,  that,  he  was  lafbliged  -never  to  go  abroad 
wichouc  finvants  arnied  to  protcft  his  perfon.  Nor  was 
k  from  the  tower  clafs  of  people  only,  that  he  met  with 
fuch  inftiks  -,  but  tbofe  -of  a  higher  rtok,  in  proportion 
AS  they  were  afhaated  by  the  virulence  of  party,  t)r  wifb- 
-ed  10  aiak«  a  merit  to  themfdl^es  with  the  governing 
flowers,  tock  all  opporttmitics  of  treatmg  him  with  the 
iitmoft  indignity.  Of  this  I  have  a  ftrong  inftance  nd^ 
hcfQTt  me,  in  a  Paper  drawn  up  by  Swiift  himfclf.  The 
Utttic  of  it  is,  ♦*  The  Dean  trf  St.  Patrjck'^s  Petition  to  the 
Houfe  of  Lords  againft  Lord  Blarney :  and  on  the  iDfide'c 
To  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Tern- 
iporal^  in  Parliament  afiembled/' 


'Vhe  F&mMe  Pititton  tf  JoNAtHAN   Swinr,  D*  !>. 
lond  Dean  4>f  the  Cuhedrtd  tf  Sr.  PatkicK's, 

Moft  humbly  fiieweth. 

That  your  Petitioner  is  advifcd  by  his  phyficians,  oh 
account  of  his  health,  to  go  often  on  horfeback;  aad 
there  being  no  place,  in  winter,  fo  convenient  for  riding, 
as  the  ftrand  towards  Howth,  your  Petitioner  takes  ^1 
opportunities  that  his  bufinefs  or  the  weather  will  permit, 
to  take  that  road.  That  in  the  laft  Seflion  of  Parliament, 
in  the  midft  of  winter,  as  your  Petitioner  was  returning 
from  Howth  with  his  two  fervants,  one  before,  and  the 
ether  behind  him,  he  was  purfued  by  two  gentlemen  in  a 
<:haife,  drawn  by  two  high  mettled  horfcs,  in  fo  violent  a 

N4  man- 
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fpanner,  th^t  his  fervant  who  rocje  behind  him,  was  fbfced 
tp  give  way,  with  the  utcnoft  peril  of  his  life ::  wbercr. 
ypon  your  Petitioner  rpade  what  fpeed  he  could,  riding 
to  the  right  and  left  above  fifty  yards  to  the  full  cxteitf 
pf  the  faid  road.     But  the  two  gentlemen  driving  a  light 
chaife,  drawn  by  fleet  horfcs,  and  intent  upon  mifcbicf^ 
turned  fafter  than  your  Petitioner,  endeavouring  to  over- 
throw him.     That  by  great  accident  your  Petitioner  got 
to  the  fide  of  a  ditch,  whcfc  the  ch^ifc  copld  not  lafely 
purfue  5  and  the  two  gentlemen  (lopping  their  career, 
your  Petitioner  niildly  expoftplated  with  them:  where- 
upon one  of  the  gentleipen  faid.  Damn  you,  is  not  the 
f  oad  as  free  for  us,  as  for  you  ?  and  calling  to  his  fervant 
who  rode  behind  him,  faid,  Tpm  (or  fome  fuch  name)  is 
the  piftol  loaden  ^hh  ball  ?  To  which  the  fervant  anfwcr- 
cd,  yes,  my  i-ord,  and  gave  him  the  piftol.     Your  Pe- 
titioner pftep  faid  fo  the  gentleman,  pray,  feir,  do  not 
ftoot,  for  my  horfc  is  apt  to  ftarj,  by  which  my  life  ms^y 
be  endangered.     The  chaife  went  forward,  and  your  Pe- 
titioner took  the  opportunity  to  ftay  behind.     Your  Pe- 
titioner is  informed,  that  the  perfon  who  fpokc  the  words 
gibpvp-mentionecj,  is  pf  ypur  Lprdfhip's  hpufe,  under  the 
ftile  and  title  of  Lord  Blaney  ;  whom  your  Petitioner  re- 
members tp  have  intrpduced  to  Mr.  Secretary  Addifon, 
in  the  Earl  of  Whartotfs  government,  and  to  have  done 
him  other  good  pffice?  at  that  time,  becaufe  he  was  repre- 
fented  as  a  young  man  of  fome  hopes,  and  a  broken  for- 
tune.    That  the  faid  I.ord  Blaney,  as  your  Petitioner  is 
informed,  is  now  in  Dublin,  and  fpmetimes  attends  your 
Lordfliip*s  houfe.     And  your  Petitioner's  health  ftill  re- 
quiring that  he  fhould  ride,  and  being  confined  in  winter 
to  go  on  the  farne  ftrand,  he  is  forced  to  enquire  from 
(every  one  he  meets^  whether  the  faid  JL.ord  be  on  the  fame 
ftrand ;  and  to  order  his  fervants  to  carry  arms  to  de- 
fend him  againft  the  like,  or  a  worfe  infult,  from  the 
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raid  Lord,  for  the  confequcnccs  of  which  your  Peti- 
tioner cannot  anfwcr. 

Your  Petitioner  is  informed  by  his  learned  Council, 
that  there  is^  no  law  now  in  being,  which  can  juftify  the 
faid  Lord,  under  colour  of  his  Peerage,  to  aflault  any 
of  his  Majcfty's  fubjefts  on  the  King's  highway,  and 
put  them  in  fear  of  their  lives,  without  provocation, 
which  he  humbly  conceives,  that  by  only  happening  to 
j-ide  before  the  faid  Lord,  he  could  not  ppflibly  give. 

Your  Petitioner,  therefore,  doth  humbly  implore 
your  Lordfhips  in  your  great  prudence  and  juftice,  to 
provide  that  he  may  be  permitted  to  ride  with  fafety  oa 
the  faid  ftrand,  or  any  other  of  the  King's  highways,- 
for  the  recovery  of  his  health,  fo  long  as  he  fliall  de- 
mean himfelf  in  a  peaceable  manner,  without  being 
put  into  continual  fears  of  his  life  by  the  force  and  arms 
pf  the  faid  Lord  Blaney. 

But  nothing  hurt  Swift  fo  much,  as  the  many  inftan^ 

ces  of  ingratitude  he  experienced  in  thofe  who  were 

highly  indebted  to  him,  while  he  was  in  powen     It  ha* 

been  already  fliewn,  that  he  made  it  a  point  with  the 

Miniftry  in  England,  that  no  man  of  geniiis  or  merit, 

fiiould  be  turned  out  of  employment  on  account  of 

party :  the  fame  maxim  he  extended  to  Ireland,  where 

he  prieferved  feveral  in  their  places,  who,  but  for  his  in- 

terpofition,  would  infallibly  have  loft  them.    Of  this 

many  inftances  occur  in  the  cqurfe  of  his  letters..    In 

one  to  the  Archbilhop  of  Dublin,    written  in  17 13, 

when  his  influence  was  at  the  higheft,  he  fays,  "  I  have 

fuffered  very  much  for  my  tendernefs  to  fome  perfons 

of  that  party,  which  I  ftill  prefervci  it  would  be  end- 

lefs  to  recount  to  your  Grace  the  reproaches  that  have 

been  made  me,  on  account  of  your  neighbour."    And 

in  unptl^cr^  **  Neither  did  I  tycr  f^\  to  interpofe  in  any 

cafe 
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cafe  of  fviQrlt  or  com{>dBon,  hy  which  mcms  krcrA 
perfons  in  England^  ami  feme  in  this  kingdoin^  kept 
their  efnploycncnts ;  for  I  canAOC  remember  my  Lord 
4C>xford  ever  refuftd  me  a  rcgiieft  of  that  kind/'  He 
therefore  thought  it  extrexneJy  hard^  that  after  ilrch  m^ 
'itance$  of  favour  fiiewa  to  ntimbexs  of  that  party>  be 
Should  be  particularly  marked  out  as  the  chief  objeA 
of  their  refentment:  or,  as  he  himfelf  exprefles  it  in 
the  fame  letter,  "  If  my  friendihip  and  coaveifatioi) 
were  equally  (hewn  among  thofe  who  liked  or  disap- 
proved the  proceedings  then  at  Court,  and  that  Z  was 
known  to  be  a  common  friend  of  all  deferving  perfons 
of  the  latter  fort^  when  they  were  in  diftrefs;  i  canjnot 
but  think  it  hard,  that  I  am  not  (ufTered  to  run  quietlj 
iimong  the  herd  of  people,  whofe  opinions  unibrtu- 
nately  differ  from  thofe  which  lead  to  favour  and  pre- 
ferment.** But  Swift,  by  his  great  abilities  exerted  in 
(he  caufe  of  the  late  Miniftry,  had  rendered  himfelf  ib 
obnoxious  to  the  new  men  in  power,  that  even  to  be  of 
his  acquaintance,  would,  in  thofe  days,  have  been  a 
fure  bar  to  promotion.  Of  this,  there  is  a  fingular  in- 
Aznct  <:ommunicated  to  me  among  other  anecdotes  ta- 
ken down  at  that  time  by  a  friend  of  the  Dean's.  Swift^ 
in  the  ii^ight  of  party  ferment,  having  fome  occafion 
CO  apply  to  Sir  Thomas  Southwell,  who  was  one  of  the 
CommiOipners  of  the  Revenue,  and  with  whom  he  had 
llvedi  on  the  footing  of  the  greateft  intimacy,  was 
nriuch  (hocked  by  an  anfwer  he  made  him :  "  I'll  lay 
you  a  groat  (a  ufual  cant  exprelBon  of  Sir  Thomas's) 
^r.  Dean,  I  don't  know  you/'  Some  years  after, 
yfhen  the  fplrit  of  party  was  a  good  deal  abated,  Sir 
Thomas,  who  was  then  Lord  Southwell,  riding  on  the 
^rand,  and  obferving  the  Dean  on  horfeback  a  little  be- 
fore him,  lamented  to  one  of  his  company  the  ill  effcfls 
pf  party  i  arnQngii^hicij^fce  rcpkonpd  djc  lofs  of  that 
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worithy  man'?  acquaintance,  meania^  the  Dean  t  but 
1*11  try,  faid  he,  to  recover  it.  When  he  overtook  thip 
Peap,  he  a(ked  him  how  he  did.  FJl  |ay  you  a  groat^ 
iny  J-prd,  fays  Swift,  I  don't  knoi^r  vop. 

In  fuch  a  fituation  of  affairs,  Sw^ft  chpfe  the  moil 
prudent  part,  that  of  retiring  wholly  frpm  the  world> 
and  employing  himfelf  chiefly  in  the  care  of  his  Dean- 
cry,  i^  fhe  difcharge  of  his  duty  as  a  Clcrjgym^n,  ari<J 
(irranging  his  dptneflix:  affairs,  without  once  calling  hi$ 
f  ye  towards  the  public.  In  a  Jetter  to  Pope,  dated  Jar 
puary  10,  1721,  he  gives  this  account  of  himfelf.  "  la 
fk  few  weeks  after  thie  lofs  of  that  excellent  Princefs,  I 
/came  to  niy  ftatlon  here,  where  I  have  continued  ever 
i5ii,ce  in  the  greatcft  privacy,  and  utter  ignorance  of 
jhofe  pyents  which  are  moft  commonly  talked  of  in  the 
jworld.  I  neither  know  the  names  nor  number  of  th^ 
family  which  now  reigaeth,  farther  than  the  Prayer* 
boQl^  informeth  me.  I  cannot  teU  who  is  Chancellor, 
who  are  Secretaries,  nor  with  what  nations  we  are  in 
•peace  or  war.  And  this  manner  of  life  was  not  takea 
up  qut  of  i^ny  fort  of  affe£fcation,  but  merely  to  avoi4 
giving  offenfce,  and  for  fear  of  provoking  p^rty-zeal  ♦.'* 

Biff 

^  7hp  fallowing  anecdote  tj^tken  io^n  at  the  tine  by  the  (ame  gei^- 
fleman  who  communicated  the  former  to  me»  will  ihew  how  cautious 
•Swift  was  in  his  behaviour  at  that  jundure,  &r  ftar  of  provokihg 
party-seal,  and  at  the  fame  time  afibrd  an  inftance  of  his  peculiar 
vein  of  humour.  Among  other  .tyrannical  ads  of  the  Whigs,  in 
the  firft  Parli^ent  of  George  I.  fuc{;t  Members  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  as  had  voted  for  an  Addrefs  in  favour  of  Sir  ConHantinp 
Phipps,  were  ordered  to  beg  pardon  of  the  Houfe.  This  order  was 
generally  complied  with.  Three  who  refufed  were  taken  into  cudody 
^  the  Serjeant  at  Arms :  Sir  Pierce  Butler,  Mr.  Matthew  Forde,  an(i 
Mr.  Robert  Cope.  Swift,  viiiting  Cope  one  day,  found  Povey  the  Ser?r 
leant  at  Arms,  who  was  aperfeft  ftranger  to  Swift's  perfon,  fitting  with 
him.  After  ibme  converfation.  Swift  afked  Cope  whether  hp  did  not 
ji^tgnd  to  go  ovit  that  morning,  as  it  was  a  £ne  day.    Cope  faid  he 
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Btit  though  in  this  Swift  afted  the  part  of  a  philofophcrt 
yet  no  one  couid  feel  more  for  the  diftreffes  of  his  for- 
mer friends^  and  theuhcomfortablenefs  of  his  own  litu- 
ation.     In  a  fetter  to  Pope,  June  28,  17 15,  he  fays^ 
**  Tou  know  how  we!l  1  loved  both  Lord  Oxford,  and 
Botingbroke,  and  how  dear  the  Duke  of  Ormond  is  to 
me :  and  do  you  imagine  I  can  be  eafy  while  their  ene- 
mies are  endeavouring  to  take  off  their  heads  ?  ./  nunc, 
0?  verfus  tecum  medicare  cmoros.     Do  you  imagine  I  can 
be  eafy,  when  I  think  on  the  probable  confequences  of 
thefe  proceedings,  perhaps  upon  the  very  peace  of  the 
r*2ftion,  but  certainly  of  the  minds  of  fo  many  hundred 
thoufand  good  fubjefts  ?*'  And  in  one  to  Mr.  Gay,  he 
fays,    **  1  was  three  years  reconciling  myfelf  to  the 
fcene,  and  the  bufinefs,  to  which  fortune  hath  con- 
demned me,  and  ftupidity  was  that  I  had  Vecourfe  to/* 
In  another  to  the  fame,  he  gives  this  accoC^nt  of  him- 
felft     "I  would  defcribe  to  you  my  way  o^  living,  if 
■any  method  could  be  called  fo  in  this  country.   I  choofe 
tny  companions  among  thofe  of  leaft  confcqucnce,  and 
moft  compliance :   I  read  the  moft  trifling  books  I  can 
find,  and  when  I  write,    it  is  upon  the  moft  trifling 
fubjeft^:    but  riding,  walking,  and  fleeping,  take  up 

CDiiId  not  ftir  out;  he  was  confined.  Swift  aiked>  had  he  takjen  phyfic  ? 
Cope  f&id,  no,  but  that  he  was  confined  by  the  Parliament,  and  was 
then  in  cuftody  of  the  Seijeant  at  Arms.  Swift,  with  an  air  of 
perfect  ignorance,  and  fimplicity,  enquired  the  meaning  of  that«  as* 
if  he  had  never  heard  of  a  Serjeant  at  Arms,  or  of  any  fuch  power 
in  the  Parliament ;  and  foon  after  took  his  leave.  When  he  was 
gone^  Povey  faid  it  would  be  well  for  the  Church  and  the  kingdom, 
if  the  Clergy  minded  date  affairs  as  little  as  that  honeft  gentleman, 
who  he  duril  fay,  was  a  good  parifh  Minifler,  refiding  at  his  living, 
and  minding  his  own  affairs,  without  troubling  his  head  about  thcdfe 
of  the  public.  Pray  what  is  his  name  ?  Swift,  Is  he  any  relation  of 
the  Dean  of  St.  Patrick's  ?  The  very  roan,  fays  Cope.  The  very 
man !  replied  Povey;  damn  him,  he  has  bit  me,  and  left  the  room  in 
ionie  confufion.    « 
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.  eighteen  of  the  twenty- four  hours.  I  procraftinatc 
more  than  I  did  twenty  years  ago,  and  have  fevcral 
things  to  finifh,  which  I  put  off  to  twenty  years  hence/' 
In  this  manner  did  he  pafs  fcven  years  of  his  life  from 
his  arrival  in  Ireland,  little  known  there  as  an  author, 
except  on  account  of  his  political  writings,  'which,  in 
that  change  of  times  rendered  him  an  objcft  of  gene- 
ral deteftation.  There  had  been  then  no  colledion 
made  of  his  Works,  and  his  detradors  in  England  had 
robbed  him  of  the  merit  of  his  principal  work.  The 
Tale  of  the  Tub,  by  denying  him  to  be  the  author. 
Many  calumnies  were  induftrioufly  propagated  againft 
him,  taken  from  the  writings  of  the  hirelings  on.  the 
Whig  fide,  whereof  the  number  was  fo  great,  that 
Swift  in  one  place  fays,  that  there  were  upwards  of  a 
thoufand  Papers  and  Pamphlets  publifhed  againft  him 
in  the  ipacc  of  a  few  years.  But,  wrapped  in  the  con- 
fcioufncfs  of  his  integrity,  he  had  the  fortitude  to  treat 
all  this  with  filcnt  contempt.  To.  counterbalance  the 
ill-treatment  he  met  with  from  the  public,  he,  by  de- 
grees, contrafted  an  intimacy  with  a  feleft  few,  who 
had  tafte  to  relilh  the  author,  and  virtue  to  admire  the 
man  *.     He  had  alfo  the  fuprcmc  fatisfadbion  of  con- 

ftaptly 

•  In  a  paiTagc  above  quoted  from  his  letter  to  Gay,  where  he 
fays,  *'  I  choofe  my  companions  among  thofe  of  leafl  confequence, 
and  mod  compliance."  We  are  to  underfland  only  fuch  humble 
friends  as  were  always  at  his  devotioii,  to  be  let  in,  or  i>nt  away 
without  ceremony,  according  as  he  was  in  the  humour.  It  was  proi* 
bably  this  pafTage  which  furniflied  Lord  Oriery  with  an  occadon  of 
exercifing  his  ufual  difpoAtion  to  depreciate  the  Dean  as  much  as  pof- 
iible,  in  ^  following  paragraphs*  **  After  the  great  names,  which 
I  have  jud  now  mentioned ,  it  is  mat:er  of  adonifhment  to  find  the 
fame  per fon,  who  had  enjoyed  the  bighefl  and  the  bed  converiation, 
equally  delighted  with  the  lowed  and  the  word ;  and  yet  it  i^  certain^ 
from  Swift's  fettlement  in  Dublin  as  Dean  of  Sr.  Patrick's,  Iws  choice 
of  companions  in  general,  fkewed  him  of  a  very  depraved  tade.'* 

••  From 
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ftantly  enjoying  the  fociety  of  the  amiable  arid  accom*^ 
plilhcd  Stella,  whofe  convcrfation,  by  his  own  account,- 

warf 

^*  From  the  year  1714^  till  he  appeared  in  the  year  i720»  a  cham^ 
pion  for  Ireland  againft  Wood's  half-pence,  his  fpirit  of  politicks  and 
of  patriotifm  was  kept  alnaoft  clofely  confined  within  his  own  bfeaH* 
Idlenefs  and  trifles  engrofTed-  too  many  of  his  hour» :  fobU  and  ryco-« 
j^hants  too  much  of  his  converfation/' 

His  anfwerer.  Dr.  Delany,  fired  with  indignation  at  thit  fdA^ 
(barge,  itplies  to  him  in  the  following  manner  : 

*^  My  Lord^  you  have  been  fo  grofsly  abufed,  in  the  accounts  which 
dilated  thofe  two  paragraphs  to  you,  that  I  am  almofl  afhamed  to  fet 
you  right. 

*'  The  meaneft  man  I  ever  heard  of  his  coriverfing  with-  durin^f 
thst  period,  was  Mr.  Worrall,  a  Clergyman,  a*  Mafter  of  Arts,  a 
Reader  and  Vicar  of  his  Cathedral,  and  a  Mailer  of  the  Song*  He 
^as  nearly  of  his  own  flan  ding  in- the  College ;  a  good  walker,  a  man 
of  fenfe,  and  a  great  deal  of  humour.  Mr.  Worrall's  fituation  in  thd 
Church,  naturally  engaged  his  attendance  upon  the  Deati,  eiVery 
time  he  went  thither :  and  their  walks  naturally  ended  either  in'  thd 
Dean V dining  with  him,  or  he  with  the  Dean.  Biit  as  the  Dean  wis 
a  jingle  man,  the  former  happened  more  frequently:  and  this  in-* 
tercourfe  at  lafl  ended  in  the  Dean's  dining  with  him,  as  often  as 
he  pleafed,  at  a  certain  rate,  and  inviting  as  many  friends  as  he 
pleafed  upon  the  fame  terms.'* 

The  Doftor  then  proceeds  to  relate  his  intimacy  with  the  Grattans^ 
a  numerous  race  of  brothers,  all  in  affluent  or  eafy  circumflances,  a 
fet  of  men  as  generally  acquainted,  and  as  much  beloved,  as  any  ontf 
femily  in  the  natiori.  After  a  particular  defcription  of  each  of  thefe, 
Jie  proceeds  thus :  "  Thefe,  my  Lord,  Were  men  of  open  hearts,  arid 
free  fpirits :  wJio  as  little  deferved,  and  as  much  difdained  the  cha- 
raftcr  and  office  of  fycophants,  ^s  any  Nobleman  of  your'si  or  any 
nation.  And  yet  thefe,  with  their  allies,  the  Jackfons,  ^c.  genteel 
agreeable,  and  well  bred  men  and  women,  were  the  companions  of 
many  of  Swift's  eafiefl  and  happiefl  hours :  fuch  companions,  as  no 
wife  man  ever  wanted,  or  at  leaft  would  want»  if  he  could  help  it  j 
any  more  than  he  would  his  night-gown,  his  couch,  or  his  cafychair;'* 

"  Whether  the  Grattans  led  Swift,  or  he  them,  into  the  acquaint* 
ance  of  their  friends,  George  Rochfort,  and  Peter  Ludlow,  I  cannot 
fay.  But  this  1  know,  that  he  lived  much  with  thofe  geiitlemen,  and 
cultivated  their  friendfhip  with  a  very  difKnguifhed  aficdlion,  and 

elleem; 
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w»fhc  nsoft  engaging  of  any  he  had*  cwr  met  \^ith,  ci- 
ttiw  in^man  of  woman  •  Afld  ht  fbimd  in  Dr.  Sheriw 
dan,  that  beft  cordial  of  life,  a  bofom*  friend,  towhofn* 
he  co^ld  open  himftrlf  withow-t  fefti^aint,  in  all  htJirMMir*, 
and  who  was.  peculiarly  calculated  for  the  Bagatelle,  of 
which  Swift  at  that  tknc  profeffcd  bimfelf  fo  fend,  a^ 
the  only  means  of  kecpiftg  up  his  fpirits  in  the  gloont^ 
that  furroondcd  him.  He  had  the  pleafure  of  hearing 
often  from  his  former  friends,  wh^yfe  letters  breathed  the 
fame  cardie  affection,  ^xld  high  efteem  which  they  al-' 
ways  profcficd  for  him.  Among  this  number;  were  Lor4J 
Bolingbroke,.  Lord  Harley,.  Mr.  Addifon,  Df.  Arbuth- 
aot.  Prior,  Pope,.  Lewis,  &c.  the  Duchefs  of  Ormonde 
md  Lady  Bolingbroke;  In  the  year  17 15*  when  LordJ 
Oxford  was  committed  to  the  Tower,  Swift  wrote  pref- 

cfteem :  and  it  is  certain,  that  th«y  well  deferved  the  highell  regard 
and  diilindion  Ke  could  pay  them. 

Scales  afiimr  neque  candidioi^es  Hrra  ttdii^ 

Nee  queis  te  magh  eptajfes  amicum^ 

i^uch  fouls  1  more  cJfhdid  never  earth  produced^ 

Nor  whom  you  could  more  wifely  wilh  your  fricndis.. 

•*  They  Were  men  of  fortune,  fcholars,  men  of  parts>  men  of 
kumour,  men  of  wit,  and  men  of  virtue  Greater  companions  Swift 
might  have  eomverfed  with,  but  better-  he  neither  did,  nor  could.— ^ 
Let  me  a4^  xa  thefe  another  gentleman »  for  whans  the  Bean  had  a 
particular  eftcem,  Matthew  Forde,  a  man  of  family,  and  fortune  r 
a  fine  gentleman,  and  the  beft  ky-fcholar  of  his  time,  and  nation.'* 
-••  Thefe,  with  the  Fellows  of  the  College  Dr.  Walmflfey,  T^u  Hel- 
ftam,.  D:t.  Delany,  Mr..  Stopfwd  (now  Bi(hop  of  Gloyne)  and  Dr* 
Sheridan,  am&ng  the  men :  and  Lady  EuHace,  Mrs.  Moore,  Lad]9 
Betty  Rochfort^  and  Mrs.  Ludlow,  Ladies  fuf&ciently  diflinguiihedy 
of  the  other  fex  ;  were,  with  Stdla,  and  her  friends.  Swift's  princi- 
pal acquaintance  and  companions^  during  the  period  you  mention,  and 
treat  as  th^  sera  of  his  infamy. 

•*  I  might  mention  £nne  others  of  vety  diftinguifhed  charadlers,  wha 
nade  up^.  I  will  not  fay,  that. admired,  but  I  can  fay  with  truth,  that 
envied  fociety,  in  which  Swift  paiTed  his  life  at  that  period.  But,  I 
tope  I  have  already  £iid  fufficient  to  fet  you  right/' 

fingly 
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fingly  to  him  that  he  might  be  permitted  to  attend  hurt 
there.  His  letter  begins  thus..  "My  Lord,  it  nM/ 
look  like  an  idle  or  officious  thing  in  me,  to  give  your 
Lordfhip  any  interruption  under  your  prefent  circum- 
ftances  :  yet  I  could  never  forgive  myfclf,  if,  after  having 
been  treated  for  feveral  years  with  the  greateft  kindn^fs 
and  diftinftion,  by  a  perfon  of  your  Lordship's  virtue, 
I  fiiould  omit  n[iaking  you  at  this  time  the  humbleil  of- 
fers of  my  poor  fervice  and  attendance.  It  is  the  firft 
tim^  I  ever  follicited  you  in  my  own  behalf;  and  if  I 
,  am  refufed,  it  will  be  the  firft  requeft  you  ever  refufed 
me."  But  Lord  Oxford,  however  defirous  he  might  be 
of  the  prcfence  of  fuch  a  friend,  whofe  convcrfatioQ 
might  contribute  more  than  any  thing  in  the  world  to 
ibften  the  rigour  of  confinement,  was  too  generous  to 
put  him  to  fuch  an  inconvenience  on  that  account.  Yet 
immediately  on  his  releafe  from  the  Tower,  he  expreft 
fed  his  dcfire  of  feeing  him  in  England,  if  it  might  be 
confiftent  with  his  affairs  ;  in  a  letter  full  of  the  warmcft 
^xpreflions  of  friendlhip  and  af&dion. 

Auguft  6,  1717*, 
*^  Two  years  retreat  has  made  me  tafte  the  converla- 
tion  of  my  dearcft  friend,  with  a  greater  relifli  than 
ever,  at  the  time  of  my  being  charmed  with  it  in  our 
frequent  journies  to  Windfor.  My  heart  is  often  with 
you,  but  I  delayed  writing  jn  expeftation  of  giving  a 
perfcft  anfwer  about  my  going  to  Brampton  j  but  the 
truth  is,  the  warmth  of  rejoicing  in  thofe  parts,  is  fo 
far  from  abating,  that  I  am  pcrfuaded  by  my  friends  to 
go  into  Cambridgefhire,  where  you  arc  too  juft  not  to 
believe  you  will  be  welcome  before  any  one  in  the 
world.  The  longing  your  friends  have  to  fee  you  muft 
be  fubmitted  to  the  judgment  yourfelf  makes  of  all 
circumftances.    At  prefent  this  feems  to  be  a  cooler 

climate. 
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l^imate,  thdn  your  ifljintl  U  like  to  be  i^httt  they  af-. 
fcmblc/  6?^.  Our  impatil^ftct  to  ftc  jrciU,  *d>Qa[ld  rt^ 
drawyouittto-uneafinefe.  'Wfe  long  to  embrace  you^ 
if  you  fiod  it  may  bt  of  no  inctinv^eiiieitGe  to^yourfelfi 

f'  OilFORO." 
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Lord  Bolingbroke's  Ifftters  during  hia  cxilfj^i  afe  nu 
inferiof?  to  Lord  Oxford's  m  expreflions  of.  the  higbeft 
regard  and  fi-iei^ihip.  In  that  of  O&xAer.Xii  ^T^^i 
are  jthe  fqltowlng  paiFage*^  '  <^  Jt  is  a  vdy  .great  truths 
that  amomg  all*  the  lofle$  "whkh  1  hd^t  (\}&iintA,  xioa4 
a&ded  me  xAort  koBblyi  than  that  t>f  yopr  cqmptojr 
iuid  correfpoiidence  f»  and  ycti  even  now,  I  Ihouid  nif% 
venture,  to  ^wBtteto  you^'di^i  ifot  you. provoke  me  toit4 
Tour  letter  breathes  cbe  fame  fpiriti  as  your.  coni^crfM 
tion  at  all  times  infpited^  even  when  theoccaGcirits  of 
|)ra6llfifig  the  levereft  rulea  of  vif  tQouH  foititude  feenntd 
jTioft  remote;  Adieu^  dear  friend  j  n^ay  the  kindeft 
influence  of  Heaven  beibed.  upon  you;>  ,aWhcihcf  we 
iht^y  tfver  meet  again^  that  Heaven  on^ykixoWs :  if  wo 
doi  what  millions  of  thifig^:fhall  we.hsms  Co  caiU  over  I 
In  the  mean  while j  bcilieveihat  nothing  itta  fa  near  my 
heart,  as  my  councry>  vand.  my* friends^  :atid  that  among 
chefe  yoii  ever  h^j  and*,  evet  Ih^l  havei  a  pnnetpa} 

plare.^'  ":'       •      '^    '  ' 

.  In  aiiothef  letter  hn  iays^  5*  1  ;khoW  not  whtthei-  ihf? 
love  of  fame  increafes  a&'we  advance  in  age  i  furei  imj 
that  the  force  of  friend(bip  d6ed«  I  loved  yooi  almoft 
twenty  years  ^go;  I  thotight  of  you  as  .well  a|:I  do 
How  i  httt^r  was  beyond  th^  power  of  conception  i  or^ 
to  avoid  an  equivoque,  beyond  the  extent  of  my  ideas. -^ 
..  In  the  year  17175  Swift  received  a  letter  from  Lewisi^ 
gfving  him  an  accourit'of  the  diftreft  fituation  of  Prior** 
l^airs,  and  of  a  defign  feton  foot  by  his^friends  to  pi^-r 
hlilii  bis  Works  by  fubfcripxion,  ia  6rd?r  to  his  relief. 
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^6is  gave  him  an  opponuvAty  of  OECitbg  chat  ki^ 
Ji^r  which  kew^s  fo  remarkable,  whenerer  the  caufe  of 
his  friend/  of  diAreft  meritjr  called  upon  him*  IJpan^ 
this,  occa&pn  he  made  u&  of  all  his^^  inflitpnce  to  fb  goo(& 
putpoiH  thdt  in  a  few  months  he  fent  him  fudi^  ^  large 
lift  of  fabfcribersy  that  EVior  was  aftoniAcd  at  it.  His 
Mraeilneit  to  ferVe  him,^  and  to  giie  him  accounts  of 
his  fucceft]  in  his  foUicitatioits^  appears  ffom*  the  quick 
Ibccefllon:  ci  letters  fent  by  him  on>  the  occa£bn»  Priory 
h  anfwcr  to^  thefe,.  bcg^iii  his  letter  of  Jolf  30^  17 17^. 
ckusv  ^  i  h'ave  the  favour  of  four  letters- from  jo^,  of 
Kheyths-^  r5th^'i6th>  and"20Ch  ioftant;''  and  he  con^i^ 
eludes  his  letter  thus :  ^^  Pray  give  ns^  ftrvice  to  alt 
firiends^  im  gcnend;  I  think,  as  you  have  Mdered  the 
matter,  you  have  made  the  greater  part  of  Ireland  lift 
iJiemfehrcs  under  that  number.  I  do  not  know  how  foui 
can  recompenfe  them,  but  by  coming  over  t^^^  help  nie 
to  correct  the  book  which  I  promifed  them.^ 
^'  What  an  inftance  is  here  of  the  viciiBtudes  in  K«»maii 
affairs,  when  a  man  who  had  been  Ambafiador  Pleni^ 
poiemiary  to  the  Cowt  of  France,  (houkl,  in  the  (pac^ 
9f  a  few^  yearsfir  be  reduce^  to  fuch  a  forry  expedient  (as^ 
Swifc^  ter4ns  it)  to  keep  hioi  above  want  1 
^  During^  this  period.  Swift's  pen  iecms  tO'have  bee» 
thrown  afide,  or  employed  only  in  trifles,  except  tw«^ 
IfraAs  drawif  up  by  Mm  foon  after  his  ibttlement  m 
Ireland  i^  the  one,  intitted  ^  Memoirs  selating  to  tha^ 
Change  which  happened  in  the  Queen's  Miniftry  m  the 
year  17 10.  Written  m  Oftober  •714."  The  other, 
^  An  Enquiry  into  the  Behaviour  of  the  Queen's  laft 
Mmiflryir  with  relation  to  their  quarrels  among  them<» 
Iblves,  and.  the  defign  charged  upon  theR»  of  altering 
the  fucceflioh  of  the  Crown*"*  His  view  in  thcfe  was, 
to  lay  open  all  the  fprings  which  moved  ^e  political 
oaacbine  during. that  period  y  and  t»  exonerate. i^Mih 

/  niilry 


'hi^ry  from  that  htzirf  cfakrgci  fo  lotidlf  and  gtiUiTHtf 
txiade  again  (t  theoti  bf  i  dkfign  to.  bririgin  the  Pre>^ 
tender.  As  he  \yds  a  irian  mdre  in  the  confidence  of 
th^t  Miniftryi  than  ihy  tidier  in  the  Wtirld^  of  a  faga^ 
city  iiot  t^£i\j  to  be  dtiped  i  a  rmcertty^iiiicapdble  of  bci^ 
ing  biaiTed^  and  of  moft  tindtitibted  Veractty ;  there  wan 
no  one  living  fa  capable  of  elieeutihg  fhch  ^iafli.  And 
wheh  i^e  exaniihe  the  ftrehgth  of  argument  with  whicb 
lie  haa  iuppdrted  his  pOfitions;  ivheii  we irbfled  thait 
khefe  I'rafbs  were  drawo  }j^p  withodt  Mf  i^itW  of  their 
being  |iiil>liffied  'till  afcti-  his  deaths  arid  therefore  e6uld 
knfwer  ho  private  end,  the  impartial  wttfld  will  necelTa* 
rily  be  bf  hil  fide.  ConfMerit  aflfetriom^  and  loud  ela^^ 
inodrs  of  a  j^arty^  tjnfijppdrtcd  by  any  prooft,  thoogit 
fought  for  with  all  the  diligchce  of  pcrfeVeriiig  malicis 
and  revenge ;  however  they  may  fpread  for  a  tiiJiiif 
through  the  fpirit  Of  fa&iofl^  will  never  pihevill  with  M 
unplhErjudiecd  pofterityi  agiinfl  coacliifive  argiimtrnti^i 
fdpported  by  eftablilhed  fafts.  Tb  enlighten  potterity 
With  regard  to  thoib  points,  for  he  hsld  ho  hopei  of  thd 
|>relent  age,  was  Swift's  rribtivt  for  leaving  thofe  pieces 
behind  him^  and  no  doubt  hts  irnd  will  be  anfwel^^ 

Duringr  almoi9!  fix  yeard  tfter  hit  return  to  Ireland^ 
Swift  kept  hift  reibUitiori  of  iiot  mfeddlirig  ti  all  V^ith 
|>ub)ic  afifairs;  He  fai^  with  iiidighation  the  cniel  Op* 
prcfiion  imder  which  hil  couiltry  laboured^  and  Witti 
the  deepeft  eoneerni  thii  miferable  date  to  which  it  wa^ 
reduced.  But  as  he  knbw  that  all  efibrts  to  Jiem  the 
torrenti  during  the  violence  of  pirty^  woiild  be  fhiit^ 
lef$i  be  prudently  waited  'till  it  had  fpent  its  force.  lii 
the  year  1726,  when  thir  ferment  feemed  to  have  Tub- 
iided^  he  pUblifiied  his  firft  Political  Traft  relative  to 
Ireland,  intitledi  J  Pri^djulfpr  the  univerfal  Ufe  nftrijh 
Manufa&ute^^  In  which  he  cautioufly  avoids  touching 
toon  party  matters^  and  points  out  to  tht  people  of 
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Brelandj'  that  aigrcat  part  of  their  poverty  and  diilVe^ 
was  owing  to  their  own  £!>Ity,.  ahd  that  the  remedy  wa»^ 
111  their  own  hanils.    Of  this  Pamphlet^  and  the  con^- 
ftqoences  produeed  from  it,  he  has  ^v^n  th^  follow^ 
hig  account  in  a  letter  ta  Pope.    •*  I  have  written  ia 
thi^'  kihgdoni^  a  difcovrfc  to  pecfuade  the  wcetched 
people  to  .wear  their  own  mantrfaAiH-es^  inftead  of  thofi^ 
Irom  England  r  this  Treatife  fcmi*  fpr^ad  very  fiift^  be^ 
ing  agreeaU^  to*  the  fentim^nts  of  the  whole  nation*;, 
except  of  thofe  gentlemen  who  had  employmosts^  or 
were  cxpedamt^..    Upon  whdch  a  perfon  in  great  office 
herei'  inimediatelf  took  the  alarm ;.  he  fent  in  hafte  for 
che  Chief  Juflice,  and  infoctnted  hrni  of  a  feditious)  fao- 
fious^  andl virulent  Pamphlet,  lately  publifted  with  a 
4efign  of  fettin^  die  two  kingdoms  at  variai^ce;.  dire£b- 
ing  ao  the  fan^  time,  that  the  pirinttr  Aould  be  profe*. 
cuted  with  the  utmoft  rigour  of  the  law.    The  ChieT 
Jiiftioe  has  fo  quick  an  underftanding,.,that  he  refblved^ 
if  poflSble,  to  out-do  his  orders..    The  Grand  Juries  o€ 
the  county  and  city  wcbc  effeftuaHy  prafticed  with,  t©. 
prefent  the  laid  Pamphlet  with  aH  aggravating  epi- 
thets, for  which  they  had  thanks  fenir  them  from  Eng^ 
bndy   and  their  prcfcntmentsr  publifhed,.  for  fcvcral 
?weks,  ift  dfl  the  News-papcr»,ir-Tfee  ptimer  was  fei^- 
zed,  and  forced  to  give  great  baiL    After  his^trial,  the 
Jury  brought- faim  in  Not- Guiltfy  although  they  had 
^cen  culled  with  the  wtmoft  induftry :  the  CWef  Juftice 
4eat  them  back  nine  times,,  and  kept  them  efcvei^hours^j. 
untit  being  pcrfeaiy  tired  out,  they  were  forced  to  leavt 
the  matter  to  the  mercy  of  the  Judge,  by  what  they 
call,  a  Spmak  VerdHi.    Durmg  the  trial,  the  Chief 
Juftice,  among  other  fingnferities;  laid^his  hand  on  his 
Jjreaft,  and  protefted^  folemnly,  thar  tjjc  Author's  de- 
fign  was  to  bring  in  the  Pretender,-  although  there  wag^ 
.»oS  a  fipglQ  %ll^lc  of  party  inxhc  yrfittlc^lir^atif?;:  aad 
*    -    *•  ♦   •^  although 


'iil(!h6u^  it  wa&'known  that  rlfc  IDeft^nrnmne^of  iterfe 
whoprdfefled  his  own  principles>  piiblickly  difallowed 
his  proceedings.  But  the  caufe  being  fo  viff  odious 
^nd  uiipopular,  the  trial  of  the  verdift  was  deferred 
from  one  term  to  another^  uhtil  upon  the  Duke  of 
Grafton'^,  the  Ciorti  l;ieu«en)int^  arrival^  his^  Grace^ 
^feer  mature  advice^  and  pernrtitiioR  from  En^land^  wag 
^{rieafed  to  grarft  a  Ndi  ffafequir 

From  this  expertrtKnt  Swift  learned  *hat  tlic  ehfbtfrS 
ff  party,  however  conceded  tinder  alHes,  "might  be  re^' 
vivcd  with  tire  4eaft  breath,  and  blown  into  a  blaze. 
He  therefore  withdrew  into  his  former  retirement,  af€€*J 
having  taken  ample  vengeance  on  the  Chief  Juftice, 
by  expofing  him  in  the  mod  odious  col^^s,  and  «eih- 
dering  him  an  objeA  of  general  deteftation*  But  what^' 
^cr  efforts  he  ufed  to  fubdcte  hrs  indication  at  thV 
ttucl  afts  of  oppreiTion  -and  injufticc  tinder  which  hiiff 
country  laboored,  by  confining  it  within  his  •own  breaft^ 
fct  his  heart  -was  conftandy  corroded  ti^ith'  the  fcenes 
of  mifery  whtch  furrenanded  hrim  i  and  hrs  patriotic^  fpi- 
tit,  thus  confined^  proved  t)rfy'  as  ah  evil  one  to  tor- 
ment him.  Of  the  effeft  which  this  had  on  his  tem- 
per,  we  have  fnany  inftances  inhis  letters.  Dr.  Ddariy 
mentions  a  remaritable  one,  who  calling  xm  h^m  one 
day,  when  tapon  fome^occafion  h^  deemed  in  an  uncom- 
mon ftatc  ^  irritation,  being  alktd  by  Swift,  "  Whe- 
ther the  corruptions  arid  villainies  of  men  in  power,  did 
not  eat  his  flefli,  and  exhauft  his  fpirits  ?  *'  Anfwered, 
**  that  in  truth  they  did  not :"  he  thca  alked  in  a  finy 
why— why— "  how  can  you  help  it^?  how  can  you  avoid 
«?"  Delany  calmly  replied,  "iiecaufe  I  am  commanded 
fo  the  con  trary**— Fr^/  not  thyplf  becdufe  of  the  ungoMy. 

As  no  work  of  his  has  appeared  written  during  th<; 
Ipace  of  near  four  years  after  his  publilhing  the  above- 
-mentioned Pamphlet,  it  is  highly  probable  that  his  lei- 
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Aire  hours  were  wholly  etjfjplo/fd  '^  writing  Gallii^ei^*^ 
Tr^v^els.  In  whiph  general  faiyr  on  the  yjccsi  follies^ 
^nd  abfuirdicic«  of  mankMj  hp  g4ve  vent  to  that  fplceni 
whic)^  n^as  in  »  cpntinual  ftate  of  irrat^pon  from  theob- 
jefts  that  forronndcd  hinn.;    , 

^  ,  Ip  the  year  1724,  an  opportunity  offered^  which  he 
^agerly  embracedi  of  difperHng  thofe  Clouds,  behind 
"which  he  had  fo  long  beep  concpa1ed|  and  of  bl^^fing; 
forth  ip  hi^hft  lu(^re  fhan  ever.  At  th^t  tinmp  a  projeA 
«ras  fet  on  foot  by  one  William  Woo4»  an  qbfcvire  man^ 
which,  hs|d  if  fucccedcd|  would  have  ended  Jn  fhc  to- 
tal, and  pprhaps  irretrievable  ruin  of  Ireland.  A  pa- 
tent Dvas  granted  to  thi$  man,  in  a  mpft  extfaqrdinary 
inanncr,  fqr  coining  half-pence  for  the  ufc  of  Ireland^ 
without  confMlting  any  mortal  of  that  kingdom^  pf 
f  vep  giving  i^ny  previous  notice  of  it  tp  the  Lord  Lieur 
tenant*  Juftly  alarmp^  ^%  the  confeguences  to  be  apr 
prehepde4  from  thi$,  and  i^red  with  refentment  at  the 
indignity  with  which  they  w^rc  treated,  the  Parliament^ 
friyy-Cpunci),  Grand  Juri!s$9  and  rjiirnerou$  bodies  of 
Khe  inhabitants  throughput  thp  kingdoni,  fent  over 
ftrpng  rempnftrances  agajpfl:  this  proceeding,  but  al} 
p  no  purppfe.  The  Britiih  Mipifter,  yi^q  had  his  ow;^ 
yiewis  ]n  prompting  this  fayourite  projcd^  determined 
to  fupport  the  Patent ;  and  being  then  ppfleflcd  of  thfs 
famp  jp)ep|tud|e  pf  power,  with  all  the'  infolcnce  of  a 
Turkifh  Vizier,  was  deaf  to  the  remonftrances  of  the 
nation,  and  refolved  to  cram  the  halfrpence  down  thejf 
throaty.  Thpugh  to  bp  matter  of  the  fpbjcd,  it  will 
bie  neceflary  to  read  al}  that  Swift  ha$  written  upon  it^ 
|ret  it  may  t\ot  bp  amifg  here  to  give  a  general  idea  of 
the  cafe,  ip  .^  c^traft  from  a  moft  maftcrly  addrefs^  to 
both  Houfe^  of  P^rliampnt  dfa^  up  by  him  on  the  oc- 
pafion.  *f  Thpre  is  one  particular,  which  althpugh  I 
have  mentioned  more  than  once  in  fomc  of  my  former 

•  papers^ 


^apen^  ytt  I  cannot  fiH-bear  to  repeat,  ^  and  a  Iktle  tn- 
Ivge  uponiti  becaufe  I  do  not  ren^emblir  to  have  I'ead 
•or  bttad  of  the  like,  in  the  htftory  <3f  any  age  dr  coun-?- 
try ;  ndtker  do  I  ever  rellcft  apon  it  wttltout  the  titsii^ 
aftoniihment.  ^  ^  . . 

**  After  thetinanimotis  addrcflcs  tohisfacrcd  Majetly 
Againft  this  Patent  of  Wood,  from  both  Houfes  of  Fay* 
liamenti  and  iikewife  aa  addrefs  from  the  Privy -Coun- 
cil^ to  whom^  under  the  chief  governors  the  viholc  ad^ 
fniniftration  iS  intrufted^  the  matter  is  referred  to  4 
Committee  of  Council  in  London.  Wood  and  his  ad^ 
lierents  are  heard  on  one  fidcj  and  a  few  volunteers; 
without  any  trufl:  or  direftion  frotti  fience.  ^  The  qvt^ 
ftion,  as  I  reraeinbcr,  chiefly  turned  ispon  ihtvr^tit  rf 
half*-pence  in  Ireland:  witnefles  are  called  onibehalf  ttf 
Wood,  of  what  credit 4  have  formerly  (hewn  5 ''lipoii 
che  iflue  the  Patent  is  found  good  and  legal;  ilfi'Kfs' 
Majefty Voffioers  here,  iJOt  txoepttn^^tht  mlitarj^  confit 
manded  to  be  aiding  and  aOifting  to  make  it  eflT^dtiral^: 
the  addrefs  ofboth  Houfes  of  Parliamcfiit,  of  the  l^riVy- 
Councilj  andofthecityof  Dutlih'9  the'declarttifiiflsx^' 
inoft  counties  and  corporations  through '  the  Kingdlkti^ 
are  all  together  laid  afide;  ^  of  ho  weight,  co^ftt}u2Ac^ 
or  contideration  whatfoever,  and  the  whde!'kkl{gd6nl^ 
Ireland  lionfuited  in  default  of  appearahcei  ais  }f  it  %Ner^ 
%  private  Ca<uife  between  ydbuDoe,  piaindfFj  and  JRki^ 
mrd-Rcnue,  defendant. 

^'  With  great  refpeA  to  thofe  honourable  perfons^  this 
Committee  of  Council  in  London,  I  have  'not  undci^i- 
llood  them  to  be  our  Governoris,  Counfellors^  or  Judges. 
Neither  did  our  cafe  turn  at  all  upon  the  queftiori, 
whether  Ifdtnd'  wanted  *  halfpence;  for  there  is  ho 
doubt  but  we  do  want  both  halfpence,  gold,  and  fit- 
ter; and  we  have  nutriberlefs  bther  wants,  and  fomt 
fku  Wf  #c  not  fo  nwch  as  allowed  to  mnic,  although 

O4  they 
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they  tre  peculiar  to  this  nation  ^  to.  whicbj  no  oti^tAt 
fubjeft,  whom  God  hath  blefied  with  religion  and  Uwsj^ 
Or  any  degree  of  fail  and  funflaine;  but  for  wbac  de* 
fnerifs  on  our  tidc^  I  am  alco^ther  in  thii.dark^ 

"  But  I  do  not  remember  that  our  want  of  hajft^ 
j^ence^  was  either  affirmed  or  denied,  in  any  of  our 
jaddreflcs,  or  declarations  agaioft  thofe  of  Wood.  W# 
alkdged^the  fraudulent  obtaining  and  eKecuting  of  hi$ 
Patent;  .the  bafenefs  of  his  metal  i  and  the  prod igiou$ 
ifum  to  be  coined,  which  miglit  be  increafed  by  ftealthf 
from  foreign  importation,  and  his  own  counterfeits,  as 
>wU  afi  thpfcat  home;  whereby  wc.mufl:  i^ifallibly  lofc 
All  our  little  gold  and  filvcr,  and  all  our  poor  rcoiainder 
"tof*  very  limited  and  difcouraged  tradp*  Wc  urged 
ihtt  the  Patent  was  paffed  without  the.leaft  reference 
hithrfi  and  without  mention  of  any  fccqrity.  given  by 
Wood  to  receive  his  own  Jbalf-pcncQ  upon,  demandf 
Jk)Oth  wbich>rc  contrary  to.»ll  former  proceedings riii 
tbff  Kk*  cafes.  •  ^ 

.  >'  gut.in  thjp  name  of  God,  4nd  of  all  juflice  and 
l^qr,  when  the  King's  l^^efty  was  pleafed  that  tbi$ 
^ttent  ihouki  pais,  is  it  not  to  be  underftoodj  th^t  he 
^cooeeivcd,  believed,  jind  intended  it  as  a  gracious  a£|;^ 
Ibi*  theiB0od  and  benefit  c>frhU  fobjeiSlsi,  for  the  advaiv 

-Wgr  Q^  t  ^c>t^n4  fruitfulHingdom  5  of  the  mqft  loyM 
Jti/jgdoni  upon  pj^rth,  who'e  no  hand  or  voice  was  ever 

lifted  up  againft  him  j  z  kingdom^  whew  the  paffage  j^ 

^Dt  thite  hours  from  Britain,  .and  a  kingdom  where  the 

Papifts  jii^ye  left  power  and  lefs  land  than  in  England f 

C«n  it  he  ^lenird  or  doubted,  that  his  }\4^ty>  Mioi^ 

fters  underwood,  and  propoied  thefam^end^  the  good 

0f  this  natiop^  whf:n  they  ac^vifed  th«  Ra^g.xjrf  this 

JPatent  ?  Can  the  pf  rfon  of  Wood  b?  otherwife;  r^gard- 

ed>  than  as  th,e  inftrunrient^  the  mech,anic^>,^^  hp^d 

.Wipfkrm»n>  to  prepare  .hip  furnace^  his  fiici,  ijiij.  mpt^U 

mi 
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Ittid  liii  ftamps  ?  If  I  cmptey  a  flioc-boy,  is  it  in  view 
to  his  advBatage^  or  to  my  own  convenience  ?  I  mcn^ 
tiori  the  pcrfon  of  Wiliisan  Wood  alone,  becaufe  no 
•bther  appears^  and  we  are  not  to  reafon  upon  furnufe8>- 
rtith'cr  would  it  avail,  if  they  had  a  real  foundation. 

**  AHqwing  therefore,  for  wc  cannot  do  lefs^  that  this 
Paceot  for  the  coining  of  half-pence^  was  wholly  in- 
tended by  a  gracious  King,  and  a  wife  public-Jpirited 
^Gnifi^p  for  the  advant^c  of  Ireland  -,  yet,  when  the 
whole  kiogdom  to  a  man,  for  whofe  good  the  Patent 
was  defigned,  do,  upon  the  matureft  confideration, 
iiriiverfatty  jbin  in  openly  declaring,  protcfting,  addrcff- 
liig,  petitiohing  againft  thefe  half-pence,  as  the  molt 
ruinous  project  that  ever  was  fet  on  foot>  to  complete 
the  ftavcry.arid  deftru^tion  of  a  poor  innocent  country i 
is  it,  was  it,  can  it,  or  will  it  ever  be  a  qutftion^  not 
tiiiether  fuch  a  kingdom^  or  William  Wood  ibould  be 
a  gainer,  but  whether  fuch  a  kingdom  (hould  be  whollj^ 
iiadone>  dcftroyrd^  funk,  depopulated,  made  a  fcene 
of  ifnifery.  and  defolation,  for  the  fake  of  William 
.Wt)od?  Gbd  of  Kis  infinite  nwrcy  avert  this  dreadful 
Judgndent;  anditisouruniverfaLwifh,  that  God  would 
put  it. into  your  hearts,  to  be  his  inftrument  for  fo good 

**.For  my  o^n  part,  who  iam  but  <#/-man,  of  oIm- 
icure  condition*  1  do  folemnly  declare,  in  the  prefcnce 
.of  iVlm^ty  God,  that  I  will  fuficr  the  mod  ignomi^ 
*«)ioiis  and  torturing  death,  rath€;r  than  fqbmit  to  re- 
ceive this  accurfed  coin,  or  any  othetithat  fhall  bt 
liable  to  the  fame  obje&ions^  until  they  fliall  be  forced 
upon  me  by  a  law  of  my  €wn  country  -,  and  if  that  fliall 
.ev^er  happen,  I  will  tranfport  myfejf  into  fqme  foreign 
Jand^  and  eat  the  bread  of  poverty  among^a  free  people^ 

^*  The  great  ignogiiny, of  a  whole  .kingdom's  lying 

:£>  J©ng  af  oifxcy  urjder  fo.vik  an  advcrfary,  is  fuch  a 

deplorable 


TOt  THE    LIFE^  OF 

deplorable  aggravation,  that  the  utmoft  esfxreffionti  t£ 
fiiame  and  rage  are  too  low  to  fet  it  fordi,  and  therefore 
I  fliall  leave  it  to  receive  fuch  a  refentment,  as  i$  worthf 
of  la  P/arliammt.*^ 

Ijpon  the  firft  tidings  of  the  Patent's  being  pa:ffed  ta 
lb  lextraordiiiary  a  manner^  Swift  took  up  the  pen^  and 
under  the  feigned  durafter  of  M.  B*  Dr4^ier>  repre* 
lentfd  all  the  fatal  confequences  that  would  neeieflariljr 
attend  the  carrying  of  it  into  execution,  in  fo  piatii  and 
clear  a  light,  as  fpread  a  general  alarna  through  all  ranks 
^d  orders  of  men  throughout  the  nation* 

But  as  the  Parliament,  the  Privy-Council,  Grand  Ju- 
ries, and  (b  many  bodies  corporate  of  the  kingdom  ad**- 
dreflcd,  remoaftrated,  and  petitioned  againft  it^  thek 
fears  were  at  an  end,  as  fuppofing  it  impoffible  that  thefe 
fbould  not  prevail.  Yet  what  was  their  a&ohifihment  to 
6nd  that  all  thefe,  and  the  ciy  of  the  whole  nadon,  were 
treated  witfi  the  utmoil  contempt,  and  A  fliatn  enquiry 
let  on  foot  by  a  Committee  of  the  Privy-Couheil  in  Etig^ 
land,  which  ended  in  fendmg  over  orders  to  all  Officers 
tinder  the  Crown  in  Ireland,  to  be  aiding  and  afliftii^  to 
the  utmoft  of  their  power  in  fupporting  Wood's  Patent^ 
itnd  giving  circulation  to  his  accurfed  coin. .  Asj^p^ 
fons  in  office  at  that  time  were  in  the  mod  flavi(h  de^friis 
dance  on  the  Britilh  Miniftry,  there  were  no  hopes  h^t 
(hat  they  would  pay  implicit  obedience  to  the  coBmandb 
of  their  mafters,  elpecially  as  they  could  do  it  under  cof* 
lour  of  loyalty,  as  oppoling  the  Patent  was  called^  in  the 
language  of  thofe  days,  flying  in  the  Kinfj  face.  And  if 
this  coin  was  orice  received  into  the  publick  offices,  and 
Iflued  out  to  pay  the  King's  troops,  the  affair  was  over, 
HFo  prevent  this  there  was  but  one  way,  which  was  tQ 
raiftrfuch  a  fpirit  in  the  whole  body  of  the  people,  as  to 
determine  them  never  to  receive  one  piece  of  this  coin  in 
payment.    This  lit  fo  cffedlually  perfprmed  tfi  a  fcries  mf 
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letters,  wdcr  the  fame  fignature  of  M.  B.  Drapier,  which 
were  noiverfally  read  over  the  whole  kingdom,  that  there 
was  icarce  an  individual  to  be  found,  even  dqwn  to  the 
lowed:  peafant,  excejpt  a  few  placemen,  who  did  not 
form  thi$  refolutioii.  And  in  order  to  bind  them  to  it 
more  eflfe^ually,  in  his  fecond  letter  he  drew  up  the, fol- 
lowing advertiiement.  "  Whereas  one  William  Wood, 
faard^ware«-man,  now  or  lately  ibjourning  in  the  city  of 
Ijondon,  harb,  by  many  mifreprefehtations,  procured  a 
Patent  for  coining  a  hundred  and  eight  thoufand  pounds, 
in  copper  half-pence,  for  this  kingdom,  which  is  a  fum 
five  timts  greater  than  our  occafions  require :  and  where- 
as ie  is  notorious  that  the  faid  Wood  hath  coined  his  half- 
pence of  foch  bafe  metali  and  falfe  weight,  that  they  are 
at  beft  fix.  parts  in  feven  below  the  real  value :  and  wherer 
las  we  have  re$fon  to  apprehend,  that  the  faid  Wood  may 
at  any  time  hereafter  clandeAinely  coin  as  many  more 
balf^pence  as  he  pleafes:  and  whereas  the  iaid  Patent 
neither  doth,  nor  can  oblige  his  Majefty's  fubjcds  to  re-* 
jceive  the  faid  half-pence  in  any  payment,  but  leaves  it  to 
their  voluntary  choice,  becaufe  by  law  the  fubjefi:  cannot 
be  obliged  to  take  any  money,  except  gold  or  filver :  and 
whereas,  contrary  to  the  letter  and  meaning  of  the  faid 
]Patenr,  the  faid  Wood  hath  declared,  that  every  perfon 
fliall  be  obliged  to  take  five-pence  half-penny  of  his  coin 
in  every  payment :  and  whereas  the  Houfe  of  Commons^ 
^nd  Privy-Council  have  ieverally  addrefied  his  mofi:  facrec} 
Majefty,  reprefenting  the  ill  cpnfequences  which  the  faid 
<;oinage  may  have,  upon  this  kingdom :  and  lafl;Iy,  wherer 
as  it  is  uniyerfally  agreed  that  the  whole  nation  to  a  man, 
(except  Mr.  Wp0d  and  Jiis  confederates,  are  in  the  utmoft 
^pprehenfions  of  the  ruinous  cpnfequences  that  muft  fol- 
|pw  fix)m  the  faid  cpipage  •,  therefore  we,  whofe  names  are 
ynderwritten,  being  pcrfons  of  confidcrable  eftates  in  thi<^ 
.Jfjflgdpm^  a^d  refiders  therein^  dq  upanimoufly  refolve 
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^d  declare,  that.wc  will  never  receive  one  ferdiiog 
lialf- penny  of  the  faid  Wood's  coining ;  and  that  we  will 
cJireA  all  our  tenants  to  refufe  the  faid  coin  from  any  pct^ 
tbti  whatfoever,  of  which  that  they  may  not  be  %norant« 
we  have  fcnt  them  a  copy  ^this  adverriiement,  t6  be  read 
CO  them  by  our  ftcwards,  receivers,**  6?f . 

'  Numbers  of  tbcfe  advcrtifements,  %ned  by  a  tnulti- 
twde  of  namcfl^  together  with  the  Drapier's  Letters,  were 
Ibofi  ditpetfed  over  the  kingdom^  and  produced  f«cb  a 
vniverfal  outcry  in  all  ranks  of  people  agaiaft  this  odiovs 
project,  that  the  poor  took  of  power  did  ftot  dare  to  at- 
tempt any  thing  in  fuppoirt  of  it.  But  the  Englilh  Mi- 
iiifter,  not  at  all  intimidated  by  this  violent  opfx>fitioiH 
fcemcd  refolutcly  bent  on  carrying  the  pointw  With  this 
^lew,  he  ferit  over  Ae  Lord  Carteret,  lately  appointed 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  long  before  the  ufual  time  of 
the  Chief  Governor*s  going  to  that  kingdom,  with  direc- 
t/ons  to  aflfcmble  the  ParHament,  which  had  been  pro- 
rogued to  a  diftant  day,  fbon  after  his  arrival,  revoking 
that  prorogation,  a  thing  very  unufuah  Here  he  was  to 
try  ttie  common  methods  of  fecuring  a  majority,  in  order 
to  get  tite  fan6kion  of  the  Iriih  Pariiameht  to  the  meafurev^ 
On  his  arrival,  a  proclai*>ation  was  pu^liHied  by  his  Ex- 
cellency and  Council,  oflfering  a  reward  of  tfcree  hundred 
jxjunds,  for  difcovering  the  author  of  the  fourth  Drapicr** 
Letter.  Harding,  the  Printer  of  that  Letter,  was  impri« 
foned,  and  a  bill  of  indidlment  was  ordered  to  be  prepa- 
red againft  him.  Upon  this  occafion  Swift  wrote  a  (hort 
Paper,  called  Sesfonable  Advice  to  the  Grand  Jwyy  i^<y. 
copies  of  which  were  diftributed  to  every  perfon  of  the 
Grand  Jury  the  evening  before  the  bill  was  to  be  prefent- 
^d,  and  had  fuch  an  effed,  that  the  bill  was  unanimoufly 
thrown  out.  Upon  which  the  fame  Lord  Chief- J uftic-c^ 
who  had  before  aded  with  fuch  violence  in  a  former  pro- 
Icjcutkm  of  the  Dean's  printer^  in  a  moft  arbitrary  and  il^ 
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fcgal  manner,  difcharged  the  Jury  in  a  rage.  Bui^this 
proceeding,  far  from  ferving  the  caufc  which  he  efpoufed„ 
only  rendered  it  the  more  defperatr,  by  exafpcrating 
men^a  minds,  already  fufficiently  provoked.  For  the 
next  Grand- Jury  that  was  funiofibned^  not  content  wici| 
&reening  the  friends  to  their  country,  made  a  violent  at- 
tack upon  the  enemy,  by  the  following  ftrong  prefentj. 
ment,  drawa  up  by  Swift*  at  the  rcqucftof  fome  of  the 
Jury.. 


•  ••. 


^€  Presentment  af  ibe  Grand-Jurv  of  the  Qou^iPf 

of  th  City  of  Dublin* 

Whereas  feveial  great  <|uantirie$  of  baft  metal,  coin* 
ed,  commonly  caUed  Wood's  halfpence,  have  been 
brought  into  the  port  of  Dublin,  and.  lodged  in  fcvcral 
houfes  of  this  city,  with  an  intenuon  to  make  them  pa^ 
dandeftindy  among  his  Majefty's  fubjeds  of  this  kiog« 
dom,  notwithftanding  the  Addreflcs  of  both  HqhI^s'  of 
Parliament,  and  the  Privy -Council,  and  moft  of  the  Cor^- 
porations  of  this  city  againft  the  faid  coin :  and  whereas 
iis  Majcfty  has  been  gracioufly  plcafed  to  leave  his  loyal 
fubjedls  of  this  kingdom  .at  Uhierty  t<j^  take  or  Tefuje  the  > 
fald  half-pence : 

We  the  Grand  Jury  of  the  county  of  the  city  of  DubJ- 
Jin,  this  Michaelmas  ttrm  1724,  hayiog  entirely  at  heart 
his  Majefty's  intereft,  and  the  welfare  of  our  country ;  • 
and  being  thoroughly  ftnftbk  of  the  great  difcourag^'mcnts 
which  trade  hath  fufFered  by  the  apprehdniionsL  of  the* faid 
coin,  whereof  we  .have  already  felt  the  difmal  effedts ;  and 
that  the  currency  thefcrf  wilt  inevitably  tend  to  the  great 
diminution  of  his  Majcfty^s  P^evenue,  and  the  ruin  of  us 
and  our  poftcr ity,  do  pn/mt  all  fucb  pcrfons  as  have  atr 
tempifed,  x)r  ihall  endeavour  by  fraudy.DP  othcrwife,  t»' 
.  ;  impofc 
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imppfe  the  faid  half-pence  upon  us,  contrary  to  his  M^ 
jefty's  moR:  gracious  intentions,  as  eikmies  to  his  Ma^cC^ 
ty's  government,  and  to  the  fafety,  peace,  and  welfare 
of  aU  his  Majefty's  fubjeAs  of  this  kingdom ;  whofe  af^ 
fe£tions  have  been  fo  eminently  diftinguiihed  by  their 
zeal  to  his  illuftrious  family,  before  his  happy  acceflion  ca 
the  throne,  and  by  their  continued  loyalty  ever  fince. 

As  we  do,  with  all  juft  gratitude,  acknowledge  the 
fervices  of  all  fuch  patriots  as  have  been  eminently  zea* 
ious  for  the  intereft  of  his  Majefty  and  this  country,  ia 
detedting  the  fraudulent  impofition  of  the  faid  Wood,  and 
preventing  the  pafling  of  his  bafe  coin  y  fo  we  do,  at  the 
fame  time,  declare  our  abhorrence  and  deteftation  of* 
all  reflefbions  on  his  Majefty  and  his  government} 
and  that  we  are  ready  with  our  lives  and  fortunes  to  de^ 
fend  his  mod  facred  Majefty  againft  the  Priftender,  and 
fill  his  Majefty's  open  and  fecret  enemies,  both  at  home 
and  abroad. 

Given  under  our  hands^  &r. 

Upon  this  prefentment,  followed  by  feveral  othert 
in  the  different  counties^  the  affair  was  looked  upon  as 
defperate,  and  being  reprefented  in  that  light  to  the 
Minifter  by  Lord  Carteret,  the  Patent  was  withdrawn^ 
and  the  half^pence  fupprefled. 

Never  was  greater  exultation  fhewn  upon  any  occa«» 
fion  than  appeared  in  the  whole  nation,  upon  the  defeat; 
of  this  infamous  projedt  j  the  Drapier  was  hailed  by  the 
univerfal  voice  as  the  faviour  of  his  country.  His 
name  refounded  from  fliore  to  fliore  t  his  effigies  waa 
fet  up  in  every  ftreet;  and  innumerable  bumpers  were 
daily  fwalbwed  to  his  health. 

Whoever  examines  the  Drapter^s  Letters  with  attcn-^ 
tion  will  find,  that  the  great  talents  of  Swift  never  ap* 
peared  in  a  more  confpicuous  light  than  on  this  occa^ 
£on.    He  faw  chat  a  plan  was  formed  by  the  Britifk 
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Mifiilter  to  bring  his  country  i^o  the  utmofl:  diftscfk 
Notwithftanding^  the  apparent  oppofition  given  to  rt  by; 
the  Irilb  Parlianicnt  and  Privy-CouncTl^  he  kne^iitr  toa 
well  the  fervile  difpofuioo  of  all  mea  in  office  at  thae 
time,  and  their  abjedt  deptndahce  on  the  Miriifter,  ta 
iuppofe  they  would  continue  firm  in  cherr  opponcron^  at 
the  certam  lofs  of  their  places>  if  he  was  determined  ta 
caity  the  poiiir.    He  faw  therefore  no  pt>ffibte  mczni  of 
preventing  the  evil,  but  raifing  fuch  a  fpirit  in  the  wfaqi^ 
body  of  the  people,  as  would  make  them  refolve  on  nc^ 
account  wfcaftfoever  to  receive  this  coin.     His  writing 
Jii  tlic  charader  of  a  Drapier  were  in  fuch  plarin  lair- 
guage,  as  rendered  them  perfedly  intelligible  to  the 
meaneft  capacities.     His  arguments  were  fo  naturally 
deduced,  and  in  fuch  an  eafy  feries,  from  fimple  and 
evident  principles,  as  carried  the  fuUeft  conviAion  to 
every  mind.    But  as  it  was  necefiary.  to  his  purpofe  to 
roufc  the  feelings,  as  well  as  convince  the  underftand- 
ings  of  mankind ;  without  ever  appearing  to  apply  at  alt 
to  the  paflions,  he  raifes  them  to  the  highcfl:  pitch,  by 
Icemingly  cafual  ftrokes  here  and  there  interfperfcd.    So 
that  the  whole,  on  a  tranfient  view,  appeared  what  ic 
profeflcd  to  be,  the  work  of  an  honeft  fhop-keepcr,  of 
plain  connrmon  fenfe,  who  ftarted  out  of  his  fpherc  to 
commence  writer,  upon  a  view  of  the  imminent  da.n» 
ger  with  which  his  country  was  threatened ;  and  who 
coxild  not>  now  and  then,  in  the  courfe  of  his  argu* 
ment»  fupprefs  the  honeft  indignation   which  rofe  ii^ 
his  breaft,  at  the  unparalleled   infolence  of  power,  ia 
treating  a  great  and  loyal  kingdom  with  fuch  indignity 
as  would  have  been  thought  intolerable,  even  by  the  in- 
habitants of  the  I0e  of  Man.     Yet  plain  and  fimple  a^ 
thcfe  writings  feem  to  be  at  firft  view,  and  fuch  as  every 
common  Reader  would  imagine  he  could  produce  him- 
£rlf^  upon  a  clofer  infpe^iion  they  would  be  found  to  be 
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works  of  the  moft  confummate  ikill  and  art;  and  Mct# 
ever  ihouki  attempt  to  to  perform  the  like-^  wouki  b# 
obli^d  to  fay  with  Horace^ 

Sudit  muliumi  fruftaque  Jahret 
^ivis  fferit  idm^ 


.i 


I  remember  to  have  heard  :t(ie  laM  Hawkins  &*owntf 

fay,  that  the  Drapier's  Letters  were  the  mofl:  perfefir 

pieces  of  oratory  ever  compofed  fincc  the  da)^s  of  Dc- 

mofthenes.    Aad  indeed,  upon  a  compariibni  there 

will  appear  a  great  fimilitude  between  the  two  writers^ 

They  both  made  ufe  of  the  plainefl:  word9rand  luch 

as  were  in  moft  general  ufe,  which  they  adprned  only 

by  a  prop^  4pd  beautifyl  arrangement  of  them.-    They 

both  made  choice  of  the  moft  obvioqs  tQpi^$>  whicb^ 

by  the  force  of  genius  they  placed  in  a  new  light.    They 

were  equally  iHilful  in  the  arrangement  apd  clofenorfs  of" 

their  gr^ijments  i  equally  h^ppy  in  the  choice  and  brc-* 

vity  of  their  allufions :  each  fo  entirely  m^fter  of  his  art, 

gs  entirely  to  conceal  the  appearance  of  art,  fo  that  they 

feized  on  the  pafllons  by  furprizc.    Nor  were  the  cffcft? 

produced  by  thp  Orations  of  Pemofthenps  on  the  Athe-* 

liians,  though  fee  off  with  all  the  advantage  of  a  mo^ 

powerful  elocution^  greater  than  what  foljowed  fron^ 

the  fijent  pen  of  Swift.     For  in  a  nation   made  up  o( 

the  moft  difcordant  materials,  who  never  before  agreed 

in  any  one  point,  he  produced  fqch  %  unanimity,  that 

EngliJh  and  Irilh,  Pfotettant,  Prefbyteriaq,  and  Papiftj 

fpokc  the  faiTic  language,  and  had  but  one  voice*  Thcrf 

is  one  advantage  indeed   which  3wift  had  over  De-^ 

mofthcncs,  in  that  admirable  vein  of  wit  and  humour^ 

peculiar  to  himfclf,  at  whichjhe  other  often  m^de  un- 

fuccefsful  attempts  5  and  of  which,  though  fparinglj^ 

we  find  foip^Ihining  inftances  Xc^ttercd  through  thofc 
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letters.  One  of  which  is  fo  excellent,  that  I  am  tempt- 
ed to  prefent  the  paflfage  to  the  Reader.  Where, 
(peaking  in  the  aflumed  charafter  of  the  Drapier,  he 
fays,  "  I  am  very  fenfiblc  that  fuch  a  work  as  I  have 
undertaken,  might  have  worthily  employed  a  much 
better  pen :  but  when  a  houfe  is  attempted  to  be  rob** 
bed,  it  often  happens  that  the  weakeft  in  the  family, 
runs  firft  to  ftop  the  door.  All  my  affiftance,  were  fomc 
informations  from  an  eminent  perfon ;  whereof  I  am 
iafraid  I  have  fpoiled  a  few,  by  endeavouring  to  make 
them  of  a  piece  with  my  own  produftions;  and  the 
reft,  I  was  not  able  to  manage.  I  was  in  the  cafe  of 
Davidi  who  could  not  move  in  the  armour  of  Saul, 
and  therefore  I  rather  chofe  to  attack  this  uncircu'mcifed 
Philiftine  (Wood  I  mean)  with  a  fling  and  a  ftone. 
And  I  may  fay  for  Wood's  honour,  as  well  as  my  own, 
that  he  refembles  Goliah  in  many  circumftances,  very 
applicable  to  the  prefent  purpofe :  for,  Goliah  had  a 
helmet  of  brafs  upon  his  heady,  and  he  was  armed  with  a 
coat  of  mail,  and  the  weight  of  the  coat  was  Jive  thoUfand 
Jhekles  of  brafs,  and  he  had  greaves  of  brafs  upon  his  legs^ 
and  a  target  of  brafs  between  his  jhoulders.  -  In  fhort  he 
wasi  like  Mr.  Wood,  all  over  irafsy  and  he  defied  the  ar-- 
mies  of  the  living  G(?^.— Goliah's  conditions  of  combat^ 
were  likewife  the  fame  with  thofc  of  Wood  :  if  he  pre- 
vail againft  us,  then  Jhall  we  be  his  Jerv ants.  But  if  it 
happens  that  I  prevail  over  hini,  I  renounce  the  other 
-part  of  the  condition  5  he  Ihall  never  be  a  fervant  of 
mine ;  for  I  do  not  think  him  fit  to  be  trufted  in  any 
honeft  man's  fliop." 

Nothing  Ihewed  the  generalfhip  of  Swift  in  a  higher 
point  of  view,  during  this  contcft,  than  his  choice  of 
ground  both  for  attack  and  defence.  He  well  knew  of 
what  importance  it  was  to  (leer  clear  of  party  ;  and  that 
if  he  had  attacked  the  6riti(h  Minifter  as  the  real  Au- 
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tbor,  promoter,  and  abettor  of  this  projeft,  he  would 
immediately  have  been  ftigmatized  with  the  natne  of 
Jacobite,  and  his  writings  of  courfe  difregarded.  He 
tkcrefore  treated  the  matter  all  along  as  if  there  were  no 
parties  concerned  but  William  Wood  haicd ware-man, 
On  the  one  (ide  ;  and  the  whole  kingdom  of  Ireland  on 
the  other.  Or,  as  he.himfelf  exprefles  it,  it  was  Bel- 
lum  atque  virumy  2l  kingdom  on  one  fide,  and  William 
Wood  on  the  other.  Nay  he  went  farther,  and  finding 
that  Wood  in  his  feveral  publications  had  often  made 
ufe  of  Mr.  Walpole's  name,  he  takes  upon  him  the  de- 
fence of  the  latter  in  feveral  paffagcs  of  his  Fourth 
Letter,  which  he  concludes  thus  :  **  But  1  will  nowde- 
monftrate,  beyond  all  contradiftion,  that  Mr.  Wal- 
pole  is  againfl:  thijs  projeft  of  Mr.  Wood,  and  is  an  cn<- 
tire  friend  to  Ireland,  only  by  this  one  invincible  argu- 
ment; that  he  has  the  univerfal  opinion  of  being  a 
wife  man,  an  able  Minifter,  and  in  all  his  proceedings 
purfuing  the  true  interejl  of  the  King  his  Matter:  and 
that  as  his  integrity  is  above  all  corruption^  fo  is  his/(?r- 
tune  above  all  temptation.'^  By  the  ufe  of  this  irony,  a 
double  edged  weapon,  which  he  knew  how  to  manage 
with  peculiar  dexterity,  his  argument  cut  both  ways. 
To  the  bulk  of  Readers  it  might  pafs  for  a  real  acquit- 
tal of  Mr.  Walpole  of  the  charge  brought  againfthim, 
which  would  anfwer  one  end ;  and  to  thofe  of  more  dif- 
cernment,  it  obliquely  pointed  out  the  true  object  of 
their  refentment  j  but  this  fo  guardedly,  that  it  was  im- 
poffiblc  to  make  any  fcriqus  charge  againft  the  Author 
of  his  having  fuch  a  defign. 

In  the  courfe  of  thefe  writings.  Swift  took  an  oppor- 
tunity of  laying  open  his  political  principles,  declaring 
the  moft  zealous  attachment  to  the  Proteftant  fucccf- 
fion  in  the  Houfe  of  Hanover,  and  utter  abhorrence 
of  the  Pretender:   by  which  means  he  removed  the 

chief 
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chief  prejudice  conceived  againft  him,  on  account  of 
the  ill-founded  charge  of  his  being  a  Jacobite,  and 
bpened  the  way  for  that  tide  of  popular  favour  which 
Jitfterwards  flowed  in  upon  him  from  all  fides. 

During  the  ptiblicaciori  of  the  Drapier's  Letters, 
^wifc  took  great  pains  to  conceal  himfeif  from  being 
knoi^n  as  the  Author.  The  only  perfons  in  the  fccret 
were  Robert  Blakcly,  his  butler,  whoni  he  employed  as 

'  his  Amanuenfis 5  arid  Dr.  Sheridan.  As  Robert  was 
hot  the  moft  accurate  tranfcriber,  the  copies  were  al- 
Ways  delivered  by  him  to  the  Doftori  in  order  to  their 
being  correftcd,  and  fitted  for"  the  prefs  5  by  whom  they 
were  conveyed  to  the  printer  in  fuch  a  way,  as  to  pre- 
vent a  poffibility  of  difcovcry.  It  happened  that  Ro-- 
bert  Blakely,  the  very  evening  of  the  day  on  which  the 
Proclamation  was  iflucd  offering  a  reward  of  300  pounds 
For  difcovering  the  Author  of  the  Drapier's  Fourth  Let- 
ter, had  ftaid  out  later  "than  ufual  without  his  Matter's 
leave.  The  Dean  ordered  the  door  to  be  lacked  at  the 
accuftomed  hour,  and  Ihut  him  Out.  The  next  morn- 
ing the  poor  fellow  appeared  before  him  with  mJlrks  of 
great  contrition  ;  when  Swift  would  liften  to  none  of 
his  cXcufes,  but  abufing  him  outrageouflyj  bade  him 
ftrip  off  his  livery,  and  quit  his  houfc  that  moment. 
^*  What-^you  villainj  faid  he,  is  it  becabfe  1  ani  in  your 
power>  you  dare  take  thefe  liberties  ?  Gbt  out  of  my 
houfe  you  fcoundrel,  and  receive  the  reward  of  your 
treachery.'^  Mrs.  Johnfoni  who  was  at  the  Deanery, 
and  grtatly  alarm.cd  at  this  fcene,  immediately  dif- 
jpatched  a  meffcnger  to  Dr.  Sheridan,  to  come  and  try 
to  make  up  matters.  Upon  his  arrival  he  found  Robert 
walking  about  the  hall  in  great  agitation*  and  (bedding 

.abundance  bf  tears ;  enquiring  liitO  the  caufe  of  this, 
he  was  told  that  his  Matter  had  juft  difcharged  him. 
The  Dofto^  bade  him  be  of  good  checr>  for  he  would 
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undertake  to  pacify  the  Dean,  and  that  he  ffiould  ftill 
be  continued  in  his  place.  That  is  not  what  vexes  me, 
replied  the  honeft  creature;  to  be  fure  I  fhduld  be  very 
ferry  to  lofe  fo  good  a  Mafter,  but  what  grieves  me  to 
.the  foul  is,  that  my  Mafter  fliould  havefo  bad  an  opi- 
nion bf  me,  as  to  fuppofe  me  capable  of  betraying  him 
for  any  reward  whatever.  When  this  was  told  to  the 
Dean,  ftruck  with  the  generofity  of  fuch  a  fentiment 
in  one  of  his  low  fphere,  he  immediately  pardoned 
him,  and  reftored  him  to  favour  *.  He  alfo  took  the 
•firft  opportunity  in  his  power  of  rewarding  this  man  for 
his  fidelity.  The  place  of  Verger  to  the  cathedrd  foon 
after  becoming  vacant.  Swift  called  Robert  to  him, 
.and  aflced  him  if  he  had  any  cloaihs  of  his  ownjchat 
were  not  a  livery  ;  to  which  the  other  replying  in  the 
affirmative,  he  defired  him  immediately  to  ftrip  off  his 
livery,  and  put  on  thofe  cloaths.  The  poor  fellow, 
.quite  aftoniflied,  begged  to  know  what  crime  he  had 
committed  that  he  fliould'be  difcharged,-— Well — do  as 
I  ordered  you  faid  Swift.  When  he  returned  in  his 
new  drefs,  the  Dean  called  the  other  fervants  into  the 
room,  and  told  them  they  were  no  longer  to  confidcr 
him  as  their  fellow-fervant  Robert,  but  as  Mr.  Blakelv, 
Verger  of  St,  Patrick's  cathedral,  which  place  he  had 
beftowed  on  him,  as  a  reward  for  his  faithful  fervices. 
The  grateful  creature  poured  forth  a  thoufand  bleflings 
on  him,  and  only  begged  as  the  greatcft  favour  he  could 
.  confer  on  him,  that  he  might  ftill  be  continued  in  the 
fame  ftacion,  without  fee  or  reward,  as  he  was  fure  no 
one  could  give  fuch  fatisfaftion  to  his  Mafter  in  the 
difcharge  of  it,  as  himfelf.     As  he   was   an  excellent 

*  This  flory  is  told  in  a  difFerent  manner  by  Mr.  Deane  Swift,  with 
fevcral  improbable  circumftances,  which  have  not  the  leall  foundation 
in  truth,  as  I  had  the  account  exadlly  as  I  have  related  it  immediately 
from  my  father. 
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fervant,  and  was  accuflromcd   to  all  Swift's  peculiari- 
ties, the  propofal  could  not  but  be  very  acceptable  to 

the  Dean;  and  Mr.  Blakely  accordingly  continued  to 
officiate  in  that  capacity  for  fome  time,  as  a  volunteer,, 
without  any  of  the  badges  of  fervitude.  But  the  Maf* 
ter  was  too  liberal  to  accept  of  the  generous  propofal 
made  by  the  fervant;  for,  though  he  paid  him  no 
wages,  he  took  care  by  handfome  prefcnts,  to  make 
him  a  full  equivalent. 

Another  anecdote,  relative  to  thefe  half-pence,  was 
communicated  to  me  by  Mr,  HofFlleger,  a  native  of 
Germany,  then  a  rcGdent;  Merchant  of  fome  eminence. 
in  Dublin;  who  was  a  fpeftator  of  the  following  fcene 
which  he  dcfcribed  lo  me.  The  day  after  the  Procla- 
mation was  iffued  out  againft  the  Drapier,  there  was  ^- 
fuU  levee  at  the  caftle.  The  Lord  Lieutenant  was  go- 
ing round  the  circle,  when  Swift  abruptly  entered  the 
chamber,  and  pufliing  his  way  through  the  crowd,  ne- 
ver ftopped  till  he  got  within  the  circle;  wherewith 
marks  of  the  higeft  indignation  in  his  countenance,  he 
addrefled  the  Lord  Lieutenant  with  the  voice  of  ^ 
Stentor,  that  re-echoed  through  the  room,  "  So,  my 
Lord  Lieutenant,  this  is  a  glorious  exploit  that  you 
performed  yefterday,  in  iflTuing  a  Proclamation  againft 
a  poor  Ih op -keeper,  whofe  only  crime  is  an  honefl; 
endeavour  to  favc  his.  country  from  ruin.  You  havQ 
given  a  noble  fpecimen  of  what  this  devoted  na-» 
tion  is  to  hope  for,  from  your  government,  I 
fupppfe  yQU  expc6t  a  ftatue  of  copper  will  be  ereft- 
cd  to  yqu  (or;  this  fervice  dooe  to  Wood,  He  them 
went  on  for  a  long  time  inveighing  ii;  t;he  bitcerefl; 
terms  againft  thp  Patent,  and  difplayipg  in  the  ftrong-* 
eft  colours  ^U  the  fatal  confequencca  of  ir^trodur- 
clng  that  execrable  coin..  X^e  whole  aflembly  were 
ftruck  mute  with  wopder.a,t  this  unprecedented  fccne^ 
T^ie  titled  (laves,  and  yalfals  of  power,  felt,  ai\d  fhrunk 
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into  their  own  littlenefs,  in  the  prefence  of  this  man 
of  virtue.  He  Hood  fupcreminent  among  them,  like 
his  own  Gulliver  amid  a  circle  of  Lilliputians.  For 
fome  time  a  profound  filence  enfued.  When  Lord 
Carteret,  who  had  liftcned  with  great  compofure  to  the 

T^hole  fpeech,  made  this  fine  reply,  in  a  line  of  Vir- 

•if  •  •   •        ■«     /     .  . .  - 

gil  s : 

f  Res  dur^e^  C^  r^j[»i  novslas  me  talia  cogunt 

Moliri. 

The  whole  affembly  was  ftruck  with  the  beauty  of 
this  quotation,  and  the  levee  broke  up  in  good  humour. 
Some  extolling  the  magnanimity  of  Swift  to  the  fkies, 
and  all  delighted  with  the  ingenuity  of  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant's anfwer. 

When  the  Patent  was  withdrawn,  and  of  courfe  all 
apprehenfions  about  the  coin  were  over.  Swift  retired 
to  Quilca,  a  houfe  of  Dr.  Sheridan's,  in  a  defolate  part 
of  the  country,  where  he  pafled  fome  months  in  finilh- 
mg  and  preparing  his  Gulliver's  Travels  for  the  prefs. 
Early  in  the  next  year  1 726,  he  fet  out  for  England^ 
after  an  abfence  from  that  country  of  near  twelve  yearsJ 
He  was  received  with  all  demonftrations  of  joy  by  his 
old  friends,  whofc  attachmentVto  this  incomparable 
man,  fcemed  rather  increafed  than  dimini(hed  by  ab- 
fence. — They  all  expreffcd  the  warmcft  wilhes  that  he 
would  quit  Ireland,  and  fettle  among  them,  and  feveral 
plans  were  propofed  to  accomplilh  the  point.  Nor  was 
Swift  lefs  defirous  of  returning  to  his  own  country,  for 
he  always  confidered  it  as  fuchj  being  the  country  of 
his  forefathers,  though  he  happened,  as  he  himfelf  ex- 
prcflTes  it,  to  be  dropped  in  Ireland :  nor  is  it  furprifing 
that  his  heart  yearned  to  pafs  the  remainder  of  his  days 

*  Hard  fortune,  and  ihp  newneft  of  my  i^ign,  compel  ne  to  iiich 

mcafu/es.  '  •  ^^ '  >     ^  . 

among; 
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among  a  fet  of  his  old  friends,  who  gave  fuch  proofs  of 
their  unalterable  attachment  to  him,  and  were,  at  the 
iame  time,  in  point  of  talents  and  genius,  the  foremoft 
men  of  the  age.  But,  however  ardent  their  wifhes 
might  be,  there  were  little  hopes  of  their  being  fulfilled, 
as  both  he  and  his  friends  were  obnoxious  to  thofe  in 
power.  Some  expeftations  were  however  formed  from 
the  favourable  reception  he  met  with  at  Leicelter-houfe, 
The  Princcfs  of  Wales,  afterwards  Queen  Caroline,  fet 
up  for  a  patronefs  of  men  of  genius,  and  afFeded  to 
converfe  much  with  all  men  diftinguifhed  for  literature 
and  talents.  Upon  hearing  of  Swift's  arrival  in  Lon- 
don, flic  immediately  fent  to  defire  to  fee  him.  Of 
this  he  gives  the  following  account  in  a  letter  to  Lady 
Betty  Germaine,  1732-3.—"  It  is  fix  years  laft  Spring 
fince  I  firft  went  to  vifit  my  friends  in  England,  after 
the  Queen's  death.  Her  prefent  Majefty  heard  of  my 
arrival^  and  fent  at  leaft  nine  times  to  command  my 
attendance,  before  I  would  obey  her,  for  feveral  reafons 
not  hard  to  gucfs ;  and  among  others,  becaufc  I  ha4 
heard  her  charafter  from  thofe  who  knew  her  well.  At 
laft  I  went,  and  Ihe  received  me  very  gracioufly.**  As 
Swift  was  no  refpe6ier  of  perfons,  and  would  fpeak  his 
mind  with  the  fame  freedom  in  the  face-of  Royalty,  as 
in  the  moft  private  company,  the  Princefs,  ftruck  with 
the  novelty  of  fuch  a  charafter,  and  highly  entertained 
with  his  peculiar  vein  of  humour,  was  never  weary  of 
fending  for  him  both  in  London  and  Richmond  j  and 
Swift,  to  keep  up  his  confcquence,  never  once  attended 
her  but  by  command.  Mrs.  Howard,  firft  Lady  of  the 
Bed-chamber  to  the  Princefs,  and  her  chief  favourite^ 
was  the  perfon  who  ufually  fent  for  him.  As  ftie  was  a 
Lady  of  fine  tafte,  and  uncommon  underftanding,  Iho 
foon  contrafted  a  high  efteem  for  Swift,  which  was  ma-^ 
|yrcd  into  a  frieadfliip,  by  the  frequent  opportunities 

P4  &« 
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Ihc  had  of  converfing  with  him  in  company  with  Pope 
and  Gay,  wfeo  were  her  great  favourites.  The  peculiar 
marks  of  diftinftion  Ihewn  him  both  by  the  Princcfs 
?nd  her  favourite,  together  with  the  general  difcourfc 
of  the  family  at  Leicefter-houle,  mad?  his  friends  ima-^ 
gine  that  the  firtt  opportunity  would  be  taken  of  making 
a  fuitable  provifion  for  him  in  England,  from  that  quar- 
ter i  and  he  himfelf,  both  then,  and  for  fome  time  af- 
ter, feems  to  have  formed  fpme  expcftations  of  that 
|cind,  though  naturally,  and  from  his  frequent  difap- 
pointments  in  life,  he  was  far  from  being  of  a  fanguine 
difpofition.. 

During  hi$  ftay   in   England,    his  time  was  pafled 

chiefly  between  Twickenham  and  Dawley,    with  hi$ 

ifriends.  Pope  and  Bolingbroke,  where  he  was  vifitcd 

by  all  the  old  fraternity.     It  was  then  Pope  publifhed 

his  Volumes  of  Mifcellanies,  confifting  of  fome  of  his 

own  Works,   and  A^^buthnot's,    but  chiefly. of  fele& 

pieces  of  Swift's.     As  this  was  the  firfl:  time  that  any 

of  his  Works  were  printed  colleftively,  the  fale  was 

immenfe,  and  produced  a  confiderable  fum  to  Pope, 

.who  had  the  whole  profit,  as  Swift  was  at  all  times 

above  making  any  pecuniary  advantage  of  his  writings, 

Durins;  thefe  tranfaclions,  he  received  feveral  fucceffivc 

accounts  of  the  dcfperate  ftate  of  health,  to  which  his 

dear  friend  Mrs.  Johnfon  was  reduced,  and  the  little 

hopes   there  were  of   her   recovery.     The  difl:refs  of 

mind  which  be  fufFered  on  this  occafion,  together  with 

a  long  fit  of  his  old  complaint,  giddinefs  and  deafqefs, 

had  fo  totally  difqualificd  him  for  fociety,  thatheftole 

away  from  his   hoft  at  Twickenham,  and  retired  into 

private  lodgings,  with  an  old  relation  for  hisnurfe.    As 

foon  as  he  was  fufficiently  recovered  to  bear  the  fatigue 

of  a  journey,  he  fet  out  for  Ireland,  with  the  gloomy 

profpeft  of  receiving  the  laft  breath  of  ;hc  perfon 

dearcft 
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ideaireit  to  him  in  the  world.  However,  before  his  de- 
parture, he  took  leave  of  the  Princcfs,  who  was  very 
gracious  to  him,  made  apologies  for  not  having  fome 
medals  ready  which  (he  had  promifed  him,  and  faid  flic 
would  fend  them  to  him  before  Chriftmas.  On  his  ar- 
rival  in  Dublin,  he  had  the  fatisfadion  to  find  Mrs. 
Johnfon  on  the  mending  hand,  and  her  recovery,, 
though  flow,  afforded  the  pleafing  profpcft  of  a  longer 
continuance  to  a  life  fo  dear  to  him. 

During  this  vifit  to  London,  it  was  not  only  at  Lei- 
cefler-houfe,  but  at  St  Janrtes's  alfo,  that  he  met  with 
a  favourable  reception  $  of  which  he  makes  mention  in 
a  letter  to  Lady  Betty  Germaine,  January  8,  1752-3^ 
f'  Walpole  was  at  that  time  very  civil  to  me,  and  fa 
were  all'  the  people  in  power.  He  invited  me,  and 
feme  of  my  friends,  to  dine  with  him  at  Chelfea.  Af- 
ter dinner  I  took  an  occafion  to  fay,  what  I  had  obfer* 
ycd  of  Princes  and  great  Minifters,  that  if  they  heard 
an  ill  thing  of  a  private  perfon  who  expeftcd  fome  fa- 
vour, although  they  were  afterwards  convinced  that  the 
perfon  was  innocent,  yet  they  would  never  be  recon- 
ciled. Mr.  Walpole  knew  well  enough  that  I  meant 
Mr.  Gay  *.  'But  he  gave  it  another  turn  ;  for  he  faid 
to  fome  of  his  friends,  and  particularly  to  a  Lord,  a 
pear  relation  of  your's,  "  that  I  4iad  dined  with  him, 
and  had  been  making  apologies  for  myfelf." 

He  afterwards  had  an  interview   with  Sir  Robert 
Walpole,  through   the  intervention  of  Lord  Peterbo- 

*  To  make  this  intelligible,  it  will  be  necefTary  to  quote  a  for- 
mer pafiage  in  that  letter ;  where,  fpeaking  of  Gay,  he  fays,  **  He 
i^A  wiitten  a  very  ingenious  book  of  Fables  for  the  ufe  of  her  (the 
Piinceis's)  younger  fon,  and  (he  often  promifed  to  provide  for  him. 
Bat  ibme  time  before^  theje  came  out  a  libel  againfl  Mr.  Waipole* 
who  was  informed  it  was  written  by  Mr.  Gay;  and  although  Mr* 
llt^alpip^e  pwned  he  was  convinced  that  it  was  not  written  by  Gay, 
yet  he  never,  would  pardon  him,  but  4i4  him  n  hondred  ill  offices  to 
ta^  Pnacefi*". 

fough  I 
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rough  J  of  which  he  gives  the  following  account^  in  % 

letter  to  the  faid  Earl.   . 

« 

♦  ^*  My  Lord,  April  28,  1726. 

*f  Your  Lordfhip  having,  at  my  requeft,  obtained 
for  me  an  hoiif  from  Sir  Robert  Walpole  ;  I  accord^^ 
ingly  attended  him  yefterday  at  eight  o'clock  in  the 
mornings  land  had  fomewhat  more  than  ar>  hour's  con- 
yerfatipn  with  him.  Your  Lord/hip  was  this  day  plear 
fed  to  enquire  what  paffed  between  that  great  Minifter 
sind  pie,  tp  which  I  gave  you  fome  general  anfwers, 
from  whence  you  faid  you  could  comprehend  little  or 
jpothing, 

.  **  I  had  no  other  defign  in  defiring  to  fee  Sir  Robert 
Walpole,  than  to  reprefent  the  affairs  of  Ireland  to  hin^ 
in  a  true  light,  not  only  without  any  view  to  myfolfy  but 
to  any  party  whatfoever :  and  becaufe  I  underftood  the 
affairs  of  that  kingdom  tolerably  wcJ}^  and  obf^^rved 
the  reprefenrations  he  had  received,  were  fuch  as  I 
could  not  agree  to ;  ai,y  principal  defign  was  to  fet  him 
Tight,  not  only  for  the  Service  of  Ireland,  but  likewife 
of  England,  and  of  his  own  Adminiffration. 

**  I  failed  very  much  in  my  defign  j  for  I  faw  he  con- 
ceived opinions,  from  the  examples  and  practices  qf 
the  prefcnt,  and  fomp  former  Governors,  which  I  dould 
not  reconcile  to  the  notions  I  had  of  liberty  j  a  poflef- 
fion  always  underftood  by  the  BritUh  nation  to  be  the 
inheritance  of  a  human  creature. 

"  Sir  Robert  Walpole  was  pleafed  to  enlarge  very 
much  upon  the  fubjeft  of  Ireland^  in  a  manner  fo  alien 
from  what  I  conceived  to  be  the  rights  and  privileges 

*  Lord  Peterborough4  in  a  note  to  Swift,  a  little  previous  to  the 
date  of  this  Ic-ter,  fays,  *'  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  any  morning,  ex- 
cept Tuefday  and  Thurfday,  which  are  his  public  days,  aboat  nine 
in  the  morning,  will  be  glad  to  fee  you  at  his  London  hottfe*  Oq 
Monday »  if  I  fee  you^  I  mil  give  yoa  a  farther  accoa^t.'* 

5     ■'    '     .  9C 
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pf  a  fobjcfl:  of  England,  that  I  did  not  thinlc  proper 
^o  debate  the  matter  with  hin)  ib  much,  as  I  othcrwifc 
mighty  bccaufe  I  found  it  would  be  in  vain.- 

In  the  remainder  of  the  letter,  he  enunierates  the 
many  intolerable  burdens  and  grievances,  under  which 
that  coxjntry  laboured,  and  concludes  if  thu3  ; 

?*  I  moft  humbly  entreat  your  Lord  (hip  to  give  this 
paper  to  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  and  defire  him  tq  react 
itj  which  he  n^ay  do  in  a  few  minqtes/* 

I  am,  &^« 

I  thought  it  QCcelTary  |:q  lay  fhis  niatter  at  large  be- 
fore the  public,  becaufe,  in  confcquencc  of  this  inter- 
view, all  the  Walpolians,  and  the  whole  party  of  the 
Whigs,  gave  out,  that  Swift  at  that  time  made  a  ten- 
der of  his  pen  to  Sir  Robert,  by  whom  the  offer  was 
rejected ;  and  even  to  this  day  I  am  well  informed  that 
ikme  of  that  family,  and  their  connedlions,  aflert  it  as 
s|  fsid:.  But  I  would  have  thofe  gentlemen  confider,  ia 
the  firft  place,  what  little  credit  they  do  to  Sir  Robert's 
tinderftanding,  in  declining  the  afliftance  of  the  firft 
Writer  of  the  age,  at  a  time  when  he  .  was  throwing 
away  immenfe  fums  upon  authors  of  mean  talents.  In 
^e  next  place,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  candour  will  oblige 
them  to  retrad  what  they  have  faid,  as  fo  convincing 
z  proof  is  here  prodiuccd  of  the  fallhood  of  the  charge. 
For,  it  is  impofllble  to  fuppofe  that  Swift  would  have 
made  fuch  a  reprcfentation  of  the  interviewj:  utterly 
Jifclaiming  all  views  U  bim/elf,  and  defiring  that  it  might 
be  ibewn  to  Walpole,  if  the  other  had  had  it  in  his 
power  to  contradict  it,  and  by  fo  doing  render  him  con- 
temptible in  the  eyes  of  his  noble  friend,  as  well  as  of 
ftll  his  adherents.  I  have  a  letter  before  me  written  at 
that  time  to  the  Revd.  Mr.  Stopford,  then  abroad  at 
jParis^  (afterwards  through  his  means  Bifhop  of  Cloyne) 
"*"'■•'      '  in 
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in  which  he  gives  the  fame  account.  '*  I  was  lately 
twice  with  the  Chief  Minifter;  the  firft  time  by  invita* 
tion,  and  the  fccond,  at  rtiy  dcfire,  for  an  hour,  where- 
in we  differed  in  every  point :  but  all  this  made  a  great 
noife,  and  foon  got  to  Ireland.  From  whence,  upon 
the  late  death  of  the  Bifliop  of  Cloyne,  it  was  faid  I 
was  offered  to  fucceed,  and  I  received  maqy  letters  up- 
on it,  but  there  was  nothing  of  truth  in  it ;  for  I  was 
neither  offered,  nor  would  have  receivedji  except  upon 
conditions,  which  would  never  be  granted.  For  I  ab- 
fohuely  broke  with  the  Chief  Minifter,  and  have  never 

•  feen  him  Once.  And  I  lately  complained  of  him  to 
the  Princcfs,  bccaufe  I  knew  fhe  would  tell  him/*  I 
think  it  is  hardly  probable  that  Swift  would  have  com-* 
plained  of  him  to  the  Princefs,  if  he  had  fuch  a  ftory 
to  tell  of  him.  His  complaint  certainly  related  to 
Walpole's  unjuft  and  impolitic  maxims  with  regard  to 
Ireland,  which  was  the  fole  fubjed  of  their  difcourfe. 
And  it  appears  that  he  had  often  in  his  converfations 
with  the  Princcfs,  reprefented  the  cruel  hardihips  under 
which  that  country  groaned,  infomuch,  that  in  a  letter 
to  Lady  Suffolk,  July  24,  1731,  he  fays,  "  Her  Ma- 
jefty  gave  me  leave,  and  even  commanded  me,  above 
five  years  ago,  if  I  lived  until  fhe  was  Queen,  to  write 
to  her  on  behalf  of  Ireland :  for  the  miferies  of  this 
kingdom  fhe  appeared  then  to  be  concerned,'* 

Sir  Robert  himfelf  never  dropped  any  hint  of  this  to 
Swift's  friends,  but  in  appearance  feemed  to  wifhhin^ 

.  well.  In  a  letter  from  Pope  to  him  foon  after  his  de- 
parture for  Ireland,  he  tells  him,  "I  had  a  coaference 
with  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  v(ho  expreffed  his  defire  of 
having  fceqi  you  again  before  you.  left  us  ;  be  faid^  he 
obferved  a.  willingnefs  in  you  to  live  among  us^  which 
I  did  not  deny  s  but  at  the  fame  time  told  him»  you  had 
iiQ.  fuch  dcfign  in  yo,UT  cpAiing^  ^WcK  w^  merely  tQ 

fee 
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fee  a  few  of  thofe  that  you  loved  ;  but  that  indeed  all 
.thofe  wifticd  it,  and  particularly  Lord  Peterborough 
and  myfclf,  who  wiflied  you  loved  Ireland  Ids,  had  you 
any  rcafon  to  love  England  nnore.'*  Whoever  examines 
ail  Swift's  letters  at  that  tinne,  will  find,  that  he  was  fir 
from  having  any  ambitious  views.    Wis  wifli  was  to 

.  have  a  fcttlcment  among  his  friends;  and  he  aimed  no 
higher  than  to  change  his  preferments  in  Ireland  for  any 
church  living  near  them,  that  fhould  not  be  much  in- 
ferior in  point  of  income,  whether  accompanied  with 
any  dignity  or  not.  And  this  method  of  commuting 
benefices  he  chofe,  to  avoid  laying  himfelf  under  any  * 
obligations  to  a  party,  of  whofe  meafures  he  fo  utterly 
difapproved*  Of  this  we  have  a  ftriking  inftance  in  the 
above-mentioned  letter,  to  an  intimate  friend  then 
abroad,  to  whom  a  falfe  reprefentation  of  his  fenti- 
ments  could  have  anfwered  no  end ;  where  he  declares 
that  he  would  not  accept  even  of  a  Bilhoprick,  though 
offered  him,  except  upon  conditions,  which  he  was  fure 
would  never  be  granted.  In  a  letter  about  that  time 
to  Mr.  Worral,  he  expreflcs  himfelf  to  the  fame  effeft. 
•^  As  to  what  you  fay  about  promotion,  you  will  find  it 
was  given  immediately  to  Maule,  as  I  am  told,  and  I 
aflfure  you  I  had  no  Affers,  nor  would  accept  them. 
My  behaviour  to  thofe  in  power,  hath  been  diredly 
contrary  fince  I  came  here."  Is  it  poflible  to  cpnceive, 
that  in  this  difpofition  of  mind,  a  man  of  Swift's  cha- 
rafter,  Ihould  wantonly  put  it  in  the  power  of  a  perfon 

*  whom  he  knew  to  be  his  enemy,  to  deftroy  his  reputa- 
tion, and  ruin  him  for  ever  with  his  friends  ?  In  fhort, 
the  matter  is  brought  to  this  iflue.     It  is  evident  from 

.  what  has  been  flicwn  above,  that  Swift  had  but  two  in- 
terviews with  Walpole,  the  one  in  public,  the  other  in 
private.     To  what  paflcd  in  the  former,  there  were  fc-  * 
Teral  witnefTesi  to  the  latter,  no  one  but  themfelves. 

Of 
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Of  what  then  paffed  between  them;  Swift  has  giveti  i 
diftinft  account   in  a  letter  t6  Lord  Peterborough; 
which  he  dcfires  might  be  (hewn  tb  Walpole.     If  WaU 
pole  aften^^ardS  reprefcnted  any  thing  in  a  different  light;, 
whofe  teftimony  is  to  be  credited  ?  That  of  a  man  of 
long  tried  integrity;  and  undoubted  vieracity;  gmng 
an  account  of  a  tranfaftion,  M^hercin  he  fuftaincd  a^part 
cxa&ly  fuitable  to  his  whole  charaflbcr  and  conduflb  iri 
life  t  or  that  of  a  wily  Statefman^  who  ftuck  at  nothing 
to  anfwer  his  cnds^  charging  Swift  with  a  faft,  utterly 
incompatible  with  his  well  known  wifdom  and  grandeur 
of  mind,  and  which  muft  have  (hewn  him  in  the  light 
of  a  perfeft  changeling.     But  it  does  not  appear  that 
"Walpole  himfelf  ever  made  any  fuch  charge.     Nor  was 
it  neceflary ;   his  end  might  be  better,  and  more  fecureljr 
anfwered  without  it*     Hints  and  innuendos  were  fuffi- 
cient  materials  for  his  tools  to  work  upon>  and  fabri- 
cate what  ftories  they  pleafed,  which  were  induftrioufly 
propagated  with   the  ftrongeft  afleverations   of  thcil^ 
truth,  by  all  their  partifanSj  and  this  was  one  favouritci 
method  then  in  ufe»  of  undermining  thofc  charaftcrs^ 
which  they  could  not  openly  affault-*.    I  have  been  the 
longer  on  this  article,  becaufe  it  is  the  heavieft  charge 

•  Of  this  there  was  a  ftrong  inftanCe  given  in  regard  to  William  Ship* 
pen  ;  the  honeftei):  ixian,  and  tf  aef):  patriot  that  then  fate  in  the  Hou^* 
When  Walpole  founds  after  repeated  trials^  that  kis  virtue  was  proof 
again  ft  all  the  offers  he  could  make,  it  was  given  out  by  hi^  emiflaries# 
that  he  privately  received  a  peniion  from  him  ;  and  that  he  was  per* 
mitied  to  ad  the  part  of  a  patriot,  in  Order  to  keep  his  influence  with 
his  party,  on  certain  occafions,  that  he  might  be  of  more  eifedaal 
fervice  in  matters  of  greater  concern.  And  this  report  was  fo  in- 
duftrioufly  fpread,  and  with  fuch  confidence^  that  many  gave  credit «t0 
it  during  his  life.  '  Nor  were  they  undeceived  till  it  was  found  tkac 
after  his  death,  this  worthy  m  n,  who  had  lived  with  the  utmoft  fru- 
gality, left  no  more  behind  him  than  his  paternal  eftate,  which  was 
barely  fufHcient  to  intitle  him  to  a  feat  in  Parliament,  and  fit  ry  pounds 
in  c^,  peculiarly  appropriated  to  the  charges  of  his  funeral. 

brought 
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brought  s^ainft  Swift,  and  fuch  as  would  at  once  deftroy 
the  integrity  of  his  charafter :  and  becaufe  there  never 
was  any  calumny  niorc  induftrioufly  propagated  by  the, 
whole  body  of  the  Whigs,  or  more  generally  believed. 
And  this  too  not  among  the  middling  clafs  of  man- 
kind, but  by  perfons  of  high  rank  and  charadter.  Of 
which  I  have  a  remarkable  inftance  now  before  me,  in 
an  anecdote  communicated  to  me  by  Dr.  Clarke,  for- 
merly my  tutor  in  the  College,  among  fevcral  others 
coUefted  by  him  relative  to  Swift,  which  is  as  folJows: 
"  When  Lord  Chcfterficld  was  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire-  ■ 
land,  I  was  prcfent  at  his  giving  an  account  of  Swift, 
which,  from  a  lefs  creditable  author,  would  be  utterly 
difbelieved.  He  faid,  that  to  his  knowledge  Swift 
made  an  offer  of  his  pen  to  Sir  Robert  Walpole  :  that 
the  terms  were,  his  getting  a  preferment  in  England, 
equal  to  what  he  had  in  Ireland;  and  that  Sir  Robert 
rcjefted  die  offer;  which  Lord  Cheftcrfield  faid  he 
would  not  have  done,  had  he  been  in  Sir  Robert's 
place.  The  whole  of  this  tranfadion  fcems  extremely 
improbable,  particularly  what  he  added,  that  the  per- 
fon  who  introduced  him  v/as  the  famous  Chartres*' 
Good  Heavens!  Swift  brought  by  the  notorious 
Chartres  to  proftitute  himfclf  to  WalpoJe,  and  this 
affcrted  as  a  fad  by  Lord  Chefterfield  !  But  his  Lord- 
fhip  kept  very  bad  company  in  thofe  days :  I  have  not 
the  leaft  doubt  but  this  ftory  was  told  him  by  Chartres, 
and  he  confidbred  his  brother  gambler  as  a  man  df 
holiour. 

Swift  had  fet  out  for  Ireland  in  the  month  of  Auguft, 
and  early  in  the  November  following  appeared  Gulli- 
ver's Travels.  As  he  had  kept  a  profound  filence  with 
regard  to  this  Work,  nor  ever  once  mentioned  it  to  any 
of  his  ncareft  friends  during  his  ftay  in  England,  they 
were  at  firft  in  fome  doubt  Whether  it  were  his  or  not : 

and 
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and  yet  they  concluded,  as  was  done  on  a  fimilar  ocr^ 
cafion,  that  it  muft  be  aut  Era/mi  aut  Diaboli.     They 
all  wrote  to  him  about  it,  confidering  it  as  his,  and  yet 
at  the  fame  time  kept  a  referve,  as  having  fomc  reafons 
to  be  dubious  about  it.    Gay,  in  a  letter,  November  17, 
1726,  writes  to  him  thus.     "  About  ten  days  ago  a 
book  was  publiftied  here  of  the  Travels  of  one  Gulli- 
ver, which  hjith  been  the  converfation  of  the  whole 
town  ever  fince  :  the  whole  impreffion  fold  in  a  week  5 
and  nothing  is  more  diverting  than  to  hear  the  differ- 
ent opinions  people  give  of  it,  though   all  agree  in 
liking  it  extremely.     'Tis  generally  faid  that  you  arc 
the  author,  but  I  am  told  the  bookfellcr  declares  he 
knows  not  from  what  hand  it  came.     From  the  higheft 
to  the  loweft  it  is  univerfally  read,  from  the  Cabinet 
Council  to  the  nurfery.     You  may  fee  by  this  you  are 
not  much  injured  by  being  fuppofcd  the  author  of  this 
piece.     If  you  are,  you  have  difobliged  us,  and  two 
or  three  of  your  beft  friends,  in  not  giving  us  the  leaft 
hint  of  it.     Perhaps  I  may  all  this  time  be  talking  to 
you  of  a  book  you  have  never  feen,  and  which  hath  not 
yet  reached  Ireland ;  if  it  hath  not,  I  believe  what  we 
have  faid  will  be  fufBcient  to  recommend  it  to  your 
reading,  and  that  you  will  order  me  to  fend  it  to  you." 
In  like  manner  Pope  fays,    "  Motte  received  the  copy, 
he  tells  me,  he  knew  not  from  whence,  nor  from  whom, 
dropped  at  his  houfe  in  the  dark,    from  a  hackney- 
coach  :  by  computing  the  time,  I  found  it  was  after 
you   left  England,   fo  for  my  part  I  fufpend  my  judg- 
ment."    This  proceeding  of  Swift's  might  at  fifft  view 
be  confidercd  as  one  of  his  whims,  but  that  it  was  his 
conftant  pradlice  in  all  his  former  works  of  confequcncc, 
which  he  fcnt  fecretlv  into  the  world  to  make  their  own 
way  as  well  as  they  could,  according  to  their  intrinfic 
merit,  without  any  advantage  which  they  might  derive 

froo^ 
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from  the  author's  reputation.  Nor  was  he  tvtt  kriown 
to  put  his  name  to  any  of  his  publications,  except  hfs 
letter  to  Lord  Oxford  about  the  Englifli  language.  It 
is  probable  he  took  great  plcafure  in  heafiftg  the  vari- 
ous opinions  of  the  world  upon  his  writings,  freely  de- 
livered before  him  while  he  remained  unknown  •,  and 
the  doubts  of  Pope  and  Gay,  occafioned  by  his  pro- 
found fccrecy  on  that  head,  muft  have  giv^n  him  no 
fmall  entertainment.  However  this  extraordinary  worbj 
bearing  the  (lamp  of  fuch  an  original  and  uncommon 
genius,  revived  his  fame  in  England,  after  fo  long  an 
abfence,  and  added  new  luftre  to  his  reputation. 

In  his  return  to  Dublin,  upon  notice  that  the  ftiJp  ifi 
which  he  failed  was  in  the  bay,  feveral  H^ads  of  the 
different  corporations,  and  principal  cltiaen6  of  Dub- 
lin, went  out  to  meet  him  in  a  great  number  of  wher- 
ries engaged  for  that  purpofe,  in  order  to  welcome  hirti 
back.  He  had  the  plea(ure  to  find  his  friend  Df.  She- 
ridan, in  company  with  a  number  of  his  intimates,  tt 
the  fide  of  his  fhip,  ready  to  receive  him  into  their 
boat,  with  the  agreeable  tidings,  that  Mrs.  Johnfon 
was  pail  all  danger.  The  boats  adorned  with  (Ireamersj 
and  colours,  in  which  were  many  emblematical  devices^ 
made  a  fine  appearance  j  and  thus  was  tht  Drapier 
brought  to  his  lapding-place  in  a  kind  of  triumph^ 
where  he  was  received  and  welcomed  on  ftiore  by  a  mul- 
titude of  his  grateful  countrymen,  by  whom  hfe  wa$ 
condudled  to  his  houfe  amid  repeated  acclamationsi  of 
Zjfng  live  the  Drapier.  The  bells  were  all  fct  a  ringings 
and  bonfires  kindled  in  every  ftreet.  As  ^there  nevei* 
was  an  infl:ance  of  fuch  honours  being  paid  to  any  mor- 
tal in  that  country,  of  whatever  rank  or  ftationj  Swift 
fnuijb  have  been  a  Stoic  indeed^  not  to  have  been  highly 
gratified  if^ith  thefe  unexpe6led^  unfollicit^d  marks  of 
favour^  from  bi&^grateful  fellow-cicizens* 

*        Q^  But 
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But  whatever  fatisfaftion  he  might  have  in  his  Mwfy 
acquired  popularity,  and  the  confeqiicntial  power  it 
gave  him  of  being  af  fome  life  to  hisxountry ;  yet  the 
long  difguft  he  had  entertained  at  the  management  of 
nil  public  affairs ;    the  deplorable  ftate  of  ftaycry  to 
ivhich  the  kingdom  was  reduced  -,  the  wretched  poverty, 
and  -numberlcfs  miferies,  painted  by  him  fo  often  in 
ftrpng  colours>  entailed  by  this  means  on  the  bulk  of 
the  natrveSj    and  theit  pofterity^  had  long  made  him 
refolve,  when  opportunity  (hould  offer,  to  change  the 
fcene,  and  breathe  a  freer  air  in  a  land  of  liberty.    His 
laft  fl>ort  vifit  to  his  friends  ferved  to  whet  his  refolu- 
tion,  and  revived  the  defire  which  he  had  of  returning 
to  a  country,  where,  as  he  exprefTes  himfelf  in  a  letter 
.  to  Gay,  he  had  palTed  the  beft  and  greateft  part  of  hi^ 
life,  where  he  had  made  his  friendlhips,  and  where  he 
had  left  his  defires.     He  was  at  a  time  of  life  too,  be- 
ing then  in  his  fixtieth  year,  which  called  for  retire- 
.Bfient,  and  afHided  with  diforders  which  impaired  the 
vigour  of  his  mind,  and  gave  him  frightful  apprehcn* 
Jions  that  the  lofs  of  his  mental  faculties  would  precede 
the  diflblution  of  his  frame^     He  had_no  ambition  left, 
.  of  which  we  findy  even  in  his  prime,  he  had  very  little, 
except  that  of  the  nobleft  kind,  arifing  from  a  defire  of 
ferving  the  publick,  and  his  friends,  without  any  mix- 
ture of  felf.     As  his  view  was  to  make  an  exchange  of 
his  preferments  in  Ireland,  for  fomething  like  an  cqui-. 
valent  in  England,  though  not  fully  equal  to  them  in 
point  cither  of  dignity  or  income,  he  thoiight  the  mat- 
ter might  be  eafily  accomplilhed  with  but  little  intercfli 
and  this  he  hadreafon  to  hope  would  not  be  wanting, 
from  the  many  hints  he  had  received,  that  the  Princels 
was  very  defirous  of  bringing  it  to  bear.     Wich   this 
view  he  kept  up  a  correfpondcnce  with  Mfs.  Howard, 
in  which  fevcral  civilities,  in  his  lingular  way,  paffed 
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to  th6  Princefs;  He  fcnt  to  the  former  ^  piece  of  Irifti 
filfc,  of  a  fabrick  peculiar  to  that  country^  which  the 
Princefs,  as  foon  as  (he  faw  it,  feized  on  for  her  own 
ufe,  and  defired  that  more  of  the  fame  kind  might  be 
fent  over  for  the  Princcffcs  t  this  commi/Tion  went  to 
him  from  Mrs.  Howard,  telling  him  at  the  fame  time, 
that  (he  would  remit  the  coft,  in  what  way  he  (hould 
judge  fafeft :  but  Swift,  as  he  eKpre(res  himfelf  in  a 
letter  to  Lady  Betty  Germaint,  was  too  gallant  to  hear 
of  any  offers  of  payment*  He  had  received  fcvcral 
accounts  from  his  friends,  that  the  Princefs  often  fpoke 
of  him  with  great  regard.  Among  others,  Dr.  Ar- 
buthnot  fays,  "I  had  a  great  deal  of  difcourfe  with 
your  friend,  her  Royal  Highnefs.  .  She  infifted  upon 
your  wit,  and  good  converfation.  I  told  her  Royal 
Highnefs,  that  was  not  what  I  valued  you  for,  but  for 
being  a  fincere,  honeft  man,  and  fpeaking  the  truths 
when  others  were  afraid  of  fpeaking  it." 

As  he  had, nothing  to  detain  him  in  Dublin,  Mrs* 
•Johnfon  being  to  all  appearance  in  a  tolerable  ftate  of 
health,  he  fet  out  for  London  early  in  March.  But 
firft  gave  notice  to  Mrs.  Howard  of  his  intended  jour- 
ney. .From  the  following  paragraph  in  this  letter,  we 
may  judge  on  what  free  terms  he  lived  with  the  Prin- 
cefs, and  may  form  fome  idea  of  the  familiar  manner 
of  his  converfing  with  her.  *'  I  defire  you  will  order 
her  Koyal  Highnefs  to  go  to  Richmond  as  foon  as  fhe 
can  this  Summer,  becaufe  (he  will  have  the  pleafure  of 
my  neighbourhood  i  for  I  hope  to  be  in  London  by  the 
middle  of  March,  and  I  do  not  love  you  much  when 
you  are  there.'*  Accordingly,  on  his  arrival  in  Lon- 
don, he  never  faw  the  Princefs  'till  (he  removed  to 
'.Richmond  i  of  which  he  gives  this  account  in  a  letter 
to  Dr.  Sheridan,  May  13.  "1  have  at  laft  fech  th^ 
'Princefs  twice  this  week  by  her  own  command  :  (he  re- 
•         :  0^2  tains 
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tains  her  old  civility,  and  I,  my  old  freedom."  Bafc 
Walpolc  and  his  party  kept  no  farther  meafures  with 
him,  of  which  he  makes  the  fallowing  mention  in  the 
fame  letter.  "  I  am  in  high  difpleafure  with  Walpolc» 
and  his  partizans.  A  great  man,  who  was  very  kind 
to  me  laft  year,  doth  not  take  the  leaft  notice  of  me  at 
the  Prince's  Court,  and  there  hath  not  been  one  of 
them  to  fee  me."  Perhaps  the  confcioufnefs  of  the  bafe 
means  they  ufed  to  wottnd  his  charafber,  might  have 
occafioned  this  change  in  their  behaviour.  For  had  the 
charge  laid  againlt  him  been  founded,  it  would  have 
been  a  moil  unaccountable  caufeof  quarrel  to  Swift  on 
the  fide  of  Walpole's  partifans,  that  he  had  offered  his 
fervicc  to  that  party,  though  its  being  rejefted,  might 
be  a  jufl  foundation  of  refentnient  on  his  fide. 

Swift  bad  for  fome  time  formed  a  defign  of  pafllng 
fome  months  in  France  for  the  recovery  of  his  health> 
and  was  jufl:  upon  the  point  of  carrying  it  intp  execiv- 
tion,  when  the  unexpefted  news  of  the  King's  death 
made  him  poftpone  it.     As  a  total  change  of  meafures 
was  expefted  to  follow  from-  this  event,  more  flatter- 
ing profpefts  were  opened  to  him>  than  any  he  could 
have  in  view  during  the  late  reign. .  As.  the  Tories,, 
upon  the   breach  between  the  late  King  and  Prince,, 
were  well   received   at  Leiccfl:er-haufe,    it  was  fup- 
pofed  they  would  no  longer   be  profcribed   as  for- 
pierly.     Swift,  in  a  letter  to  Dr.  Sheridap,  June  24, 
1727,  gives  the  following  view  of  the  ftate  of  af- 
fairs  at  that  time.     *'  The   talk   is  now  for  a  mo* 
derating  feheme,  wherein  no-body  fhall  be  ufed  worfc 
or  better,    for   being  called   Whig   and  Tory^    and 
the   King   hath   received    both  with   great  equality^ 
fliewing  civilities  ta  fevcral,   who  are  openly  known 
,to  be  the  latter.     I  prevailed  with  a  dozen,  that  we 
fliould  go  in  a  line  to  kifs  the  King's^  and  Queen's 

hands. 
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hands  *.  We  have  now  done  with  repining,  if  we 
Ihall  be  ufed  well,  and  not  baited  as  formerly  $  we  all 
agree  in  it,  and  if  things  do  not  mend,  it  is  not  o^x 
faults  ;  we  have  made  otir  offers :  if  othcrwife,  we  ar^ 
as  we  were.  It  is  agreed  the  Miniftry  will  be  changed, 
but  the  others  will  have  a  foft  fall ;  although  the  King 
muft  be  exceflive  generous  if  he  forgives  the  treatment 
of  fome  people  -f*." 

0.3  la 

*  Swift  fays>  io  «  letter  to  Lady  Betty  Germaine,  tkat  on  this  oc- 
cafion  he  was  particalarly  diftinguiihed  by  the  Queen. 

t  It  was  generally  fuppofed  on  the  acceilion  of  the  late  King,  that 
Sir  Robert  Walpole  would  have  been  turned  put  of  his  employments 
with  diigface,.  as  it  was  well  known  that  both  the  Prince  and  Princefs  . 
had  retained  ftrong  cefentments  againft  him,  on  account  of  fome  parts 
ef  kis  behaviour  towards  them,  during  the  rupture  between  the  two 
Courts.  Accordingly  on  the  death  of  the  old  King,  ibme  immediate 
proofs  were  given  that  fuch  was  the  intention. .  Sir  Robert  was  himfelf 
the  bearer  of  the  tidings,  and  arriving  in  the  night  when  the  Prince 
was  a  bed,  fent  to  defire  an  audience,  upon  buitoefs  of  the  utmoft 
oonfequence^  which  woold^dmit  of  ao  delay.  The  Prince  refufed  to 
fee  him,  and  ordered  him  to  fend  ia  his  bufmefs.  Upon  which  he 
gave  an  account  of  the  death  of  the  late  King,,  and  faid  he  waited 
there  to  receive  his  Majefty's  ccunmands.  The  King  Aill  perfifted  19 
refuiing  to  fee  him,  and  bade  him  fend  Sir  Spencer  Compton  to  him 
immediately.  Sir  Robert  now  plainly  faw  his  downfall  had  been  pre^ 
determined,  and.haftened  to  Sir  Spencer  with  humbled  tenders  of  his 
iervice,  begging  his  proteAion,  and  earneflly  entreating  that  he 
would  Ikreen  him  from  farther  perfecution.  When  this  ftory  had  got 
abroad,  the  habitation  of  the  laft  ft^iniller  became  defolate,  and  the 
whole  tribe  iof  courtiers,  as  ufual,  crowded  to  the  kvee  of  the  new 
favourite.  Yet,  in  no  long  fpaoe  of  time  afterwards,  to  the  ailonifk^ 
meat  of  the  whole  world,  Sir  Robert  was  reindated  in  his  pods,  and 
appeared  in  as  high  favour  as  ever:.  Various  were  the  conjedtures  of 
the  people  upon  the  means  employed  by  him  tofapplant  his  compe- 
titor, and  reinitate  himfelf  in  full  pofleflion  of  his  power,  while  the 
true  caufe  of  this  furprifing  change,  remained  a  fecret,  and  was  known 
t)nly  to  a  very  few :  npr  has  it  yet  been  publickly  divulged  to  the 
T^orld.  > 

Soon  after  the  acceflion  of  George  the  Firft^  it  \^  ynzVi  known  the 
Whi|;s  divided  amon|;  thcmfelves,  and  (plit  into  ty*x)  parties  in  violent 
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In  the  midfl:  of  this  buftle,  after  viewing  the  ftateof 
f hiogsy  Swift  feems  to  have  had  by  no  means  the  fame 
fa^guine  expe(5tations  that  others :  of  hi^  party  enters 
tained  I  for  he/ays  in  a  letter  to  Dr.  Sheridan^  July  i^ 
1727.-7-^' Here  are  a  thoufand  fchemeji  wherein  they 
woiilcf  b^ve  me  engaged,  ybjch  I  embraced  but  cpldlyi 
becaufe  I  like  none  o(  them."  And  having  ibme,  re^^ 
turn  of  his  diforder,  he  once  more  refolved  for  France, 

oppodtlon  to  each  other.     Sunderland,  Stanhope,  and  Cadogani  were 
the  leaders  of  one  fide ;  Townfliend,  Walpole,  Devonihire,  and  the 
Chancellor^  of  the  other.    It  happened  at  that  time  that  the  former 
were  vidlorious  ^  and  the  difcarded  party^  in  reftntment,  paid  their 
court  at  Leicefter-houfe.     Walpple  had  thought  of  a  particular  mcfrr 
fare  to  diflrefs  their  opponents,  which  he  communicated  to  the  head^ 
of  his  party  ;'it  was  approved  of,  and  fome  of  them  thought  that  the. 
Prince  ihould  be  let  into  it ;  but  Walpole  would  by  no  means  agree  tQ' 
Xkis,  and  -in  his  ufual  coarfe  way,  faid.  That  the  Prince  would  com* 
municate  it  to  his  wife,  and  that  fat  a-— ^d. bitch  would  diyulge  the 
fecret.     By  fome  means  or  other  the  Princefs  was  informed  pf  thit  | 
a^d  it  is  to  be  fuppofed  that  the  impreflion  which  fo  grofs  an  aSronffr 
had  made  on  the  mind  of  a  woman,  and  a  woman  of  her  niob  too, 
was  not  eafily  to  be  erafed.     Marnt  alia  nunte  repoftum,  &c*     After  the. 
neceflary  bufinefs  upon  the  new  acceffion  had  been  frniihed,  the  affair 
of  the  Queen's  fettlement,  in  cafe  fhe  Ihould  outlive  the  King,  came 
on  the  carpet.     Her  Majefty  expeded  that  it  IhouW  be  at  the  rate  of 
|oo,ocol.  a  year;  but  Sir  Spencer Compton  would  BOt  agree  to  this, 
and  thought  6o,oool.  an  ample  provifion,  and  as.  much  as  could  bo 
propofcd  with  any  profped  of  fuccefs.     While  this  difpute  fubfxftcd, 
Sir  Robert  Walpole  found  means  to  acquaint  the  Queen  privately  by 
one  of  his  confidents,  that  if  he  were  Minifter,  he  would  undertake  to 
fecure  to  her  the  fettlement  fhe  demanded.    Upon  which  the  Queen 
icnt  him  back  this  remarkable  anfwer ;  ••  Go  lell  Sir  Robert  that  the  fat 

a d  bitch  has  forgiven  him."     He  was  accordingly,  foon  after,  by 

the  well-known  afcendancy  which  the  Queen  had  over  the  King,  de, 
dared  firft  Minifter ;  and  Sir  Spencer  Compton  removed  to  the  Uppei* 
Houfe,  with  the  title  of  Earl  of  Wilmington, 

This  anecdote  was  communicated  to  me  by  the  late  Dr.  Campbel, 
who  was  well  known  to  have  pried  more  into  the  fecret  fprings  of 
aftlon,  and  to  have  had  better  opportunities  of  being  informed  of 
them,  than  moft  men  of  his  time. 

But, 
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But,  as  he  fays  himfel^  he  was  with  great  vehemence 
diiTuadcd  from  it  by  certain-  perfons,  whom  he  could  not 
difobey.  Thefe  were  Lord  Bolingbtt>ke,  and  Mrs, 
Howard,  The  former  writes  thus  to  him,  in  a  letter 
June  24,  1727:  ^*  There  would  not  be  common  fenfc 
in  your  going  into  France  at  this  junfture,  even  if  you 
intended  to  ftay  there  long  enough  to  draw  the  folc 
pleafure  and  profit  which  I  propofc  you  fhould  have  }a 
the  acquaintance  I  am  ready  to  give  you  there.  Much 
ielk  ought  you  to  think  of  fuch  an  unmeaning  journeys 
when  the  opportunity  of  quitting  Ireland  for  England^ 
is,  1  believe,  fairly  before  you.'*  Of  what  paflTed  be- 
tween him  and  Mrs.  Howard,  he  gives  the  foJlowing 
aiccount  in  a  fetter  to  Lady  Betty  Germaine :  **  In  a  few 
weeks  after  the  King^s  death,  I  found  myfelf  not  well, 
and  was  refoived  to  take  a  trip  to  Paris  for  my  health, 
having  an  opportunity  of  doing  it  with  fome  advantages! 
and  recommendations.  But  my  friends  advifed  me  firft 
to  confuk  Mrs.  Howard,  bccaufe  as  they  knew  lefs  of 
Courts  than  I,  they  were  ftrongly  poffefled  that  thepro^ 
mife  made  me  might  fucceed,  fince  a  change  was  all  I 
defired,  I  writ  to  her  for  her  opinion;  and  particu- 
larly conjured  her,  fince  I  had  long  done  with  Courts, 
not  to  ufe  me  like  a  Courtier,  but  give  me  her  fincere 
advice,  which  Ihe  did,  both  in  a  letter,  and  to  fomc 
friends.  It  was,  *^  By  all  means  not  to  go  ;  it  would 
look  Angular,  and  perhaps  difafFededi  and  my  friends 
enlarged  upon  the  good  intentions  of  the  Court  towards 
me."  Upon  this  Swift  gave  up  his  intended  journey, 
and  refoived  to  wait  the  iflbc  of  the  prcfent  conjunct 
turej  though  from  his  long  acquaintance  with  Courts, 
and  frequent  drfappointments,  he  put  no  great  confi*. 
dence  in  the  aflbrances  given  him.  But  he  was  fooa 
obliged  to  alter  his  meafures  i  for  being  attacked  with 
;»long  and  violent  fit  of  his  old  complaint^  and  at  th^ 
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fame  time  receiving  alarming  accounts  from  Ireland, 
that  Mrs,  Johnlbn  had  rclapfcd,  with  little  hopes  of  her 
recovery,  h^  fet  out  for  that  kingdom,  on  the  firft 
abatement  of  his  illnef^.  Before  his  departure  he  took 
leave  of  the  Queen  in  a  polite  letter  to  Mhs^  Howard, 
inpologifing  for  not  doing  it  in  perfon  in  the  following 
paiTage  :  ^^  I  am  Infinitely  obliged  to  you  for  all  your 
civilities,  and  fhall  retain  (he  remembrance  of  them 
during  my  life*  I  hope  you  will  favour  me  fo  far  a^ 
to  prefent  my  mofjt  humble  duty  to  the  Queen,  and  to 
cjefcribe  to  her  Majefty  my  forrow,  that  my  diforder  was 
pf  fuch  a  nature,  as  to  make^me  incapable  of  attend-^ 
ing  her,  as  Jhe  was  plcafed  to  permit  me.  I  Aiall  pafs 
the  remainder  of  my  life  with  the  utmpft  gratitude  for 
her  M^jefty's  fgivours,"  &c. 

.  On  his  arrival  in  Dublin  he  fbund  Mrs.  Johnfon  in 
Ihe  laft  ftage  of  4  dccay^  without  the  fmalleft  hope  of 
her  recovery.  He  had  the  mifery  of  attending  her  in 
this  ilate,  and  Qf  d^ily  feeing  the  gradual  advances  of 
death  during  four  or  five  months  -,  and  in  the  month  of 
Jfaogary  he  was  jdepriyed,  as  hebimfelf  expreffcs  it,  of 
the  trueft,  moft  virtuous,  and  valuable  friend,  that  he, 
pr  perhaps  any  other  perfbn  was  ever  blefled  with.  Sgch 
j^  Ipfs  at  his  time  of  life  was  irreparable.  She  had  been 
trained  by  him  from  her  childhood,  and  had  been  his 
iconftant  companion  for  fivcrand-thirty  years,  with  every 
merit  to^vards  hjm  that  it  vas  pofliblc  for  one  human 
ercaturp  to  have  towards  another.  His  wb  jle  plan  of 
Jife  was  now  changed,  and  with  it  all  his  domeftic  com- 
forts vaniflied.  The  only  chance  be  could  have  had  of 
pnJQyiag  the  remainder  of  bis  days  with  any  fatisfaCf 
:^ioo,  WQ'uld  hav.c  been  the  carrying  into  execution  his 
propofe4  removal  to  England,  to  live  among  his  old 
friends  ^  but  he  foon  found  tfiat  all  expeftations  from 
{|iat  (Quarter  verc  at  ^n  end.    Ip  this  forlorn  ftate  he 
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Ibund  himfelf  doomed  to  pafs  the  remnant  of  his  life 
in  exile,  in  a  country  which  was  one  of  the  laft  he 
would  have  chofen  for  his  abode.     But  his  ipiric  was 
coo  great  to  give  Way  to  defpondence  f  and  deprived  as 
he  was  of  the  chief  comforts  which  might  alleviate  the 
evils  attendant  on  encrealing  years;    difappointed  in 
the  only  view  which  could  make  him  look  forward  with 
hopes  of  any  fatisfaftion  or  enjoyment  to  himfelf;  he 
turned  his  thoughts  wholly  to  the  good  and  happinefs 
of  others.     With  this  view  he  entered  more  earneftly 
into  a  twofold  fcene  of  a6tion :  one  with  regard  to  the 
public  at  large  5  the  other,  with  rcfpeft  to  private  indi- 
viduals.   In  .the  former,   out  of  compaflion  to  the 
blindnefs  and  infatuation  of  the  people,  he  laid  open^ 
in  a  variety  of  publications,  the  chief  fourccs  of  the 
diftrefles  and  miferies  under  which  that  unhappy  coun- 
try laboured ;  at  the  fame  time  pointing  out  the  means 
by  which  they  niight  be  alleviated,  or  removed.    In 
the  latter,  he  increafed  his  attiention  to  fome  of  the  beft 
planned,  and  beft  conduced  charities,  that  ever  were 
fupported  from  a  private  purfe.     In  this  rcfpeft,  there 
probably  was  no  man  in  the  Britifh  dominions,  who  ei- 
ther gave  fo  much  in  proportion  to  his  fortune,  or  dif- 
pofed  of  it  to  fuch  advantage.    From  the  time  he  was 
out  of  debt,  after  his  fettlement  at  the  deanery,  he  di- 
vided his  income  into  three  equal  Ihares.    One  of 
thcfc  he  appropriated  to  his  own  immediate  fupport, 
and  his  domeftic  expences;    which>   in  thofe  cheap 
times,  with  the  aid  of  ftrid):  ceconomy,  enabled  him  to 
live  in  a  manner  perfedly  agreeable  to  his  own  ideas^ 
and  not  unfuitable  to  his  rank.     The  fecond  he  laid  up 
OS  a  provifion  againft  the  accidents  of  life,  and  ulti- 
mately with  a  view  to  a  charitable  foundation  at  his 
^eath.     And  the  third,   he  conftantly  difpofed  of  in 
flmlut%  to  the  poor,  and  liberalities  to  the  diftrefTed. 

As 
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As  he  fought  out  proper  objc6ts  for  tfais>  with  great 
caution  and  sittention^  trufting  little  to  the  reprefenta^ 
tion  of  otb(;rs^  but  feeing  every  thing  with  his  own 
^yesjr  perhaps  no  equal  fuoi  difpoied  of  in  that  way  was 
ever  produ&ive  bf  fo  much  good.    There  was  one  fpe« 
cies  of  charity  firft  ftruck  out  by  him,  which  was  at- 
tended with  the  greatefl  benefit  to  nnmbers  of  the  lowcft 
clafs  of  tradefmen.    Sooa  after  he  was  out  of  debtt 
the  firfl:  five  hundred  pounds  which  he  co^ld  call  hia 
own,  he  lent  out  fo  poor  induftrious  tradefmen  in  fmaU 
fums  of  fivcj  and. ten  pounds,  to  be  repaid  weekly,  at 
two  or  four  (hillings,  without  intereft*    As  the  funds 
thus  weekly  paid  in,  were  lent  out  again«to  others  at  a 
particular  day  in  each  month,  this  quick  circulation 
doubled  the  benefit  arifing  from  the  original  fum.     In 
order  to  infure  this  fund  from  diminution,  he  laid  it 
down  as  a  rule  that  none  Ihould  be  partakers  of  it,  who 
could  not  give  good  fecurity  for  the  regular  repaynient 
of  it  in  the  manner  propofed :    for  it  was  a  maxim 
with  him,  that  any  one  known  by  his  neighbours  to  be 
an  honed,  fober,  and  induftrious  man,  would  readily 
find  fuch  fecurity  9  while  the  idle  and  diflblute  would 
by  this  means  be  excluded.     Nor  did  they  who  entered 
into  fuch  fecurities  run  any  great  rifque  -,  for  if  the  bor- 
rower was  not  punftual  in  his  weekly  payments,  imrne* 
diate  notice  of  it  was  fent  tp  them,  who  obliged  him 
to  be  more  punftual  for  the  future.    Thus  did  this  fund 
continue  undiminifhed  to  the  laft;    and  fmall  as  the 
fpring  was,  yet,  by  continual  flowing,  it  watered  and 
enriched  the  humble  vale  through  which  it  ran,  ftill 
extending  and  widening  it's  courfe.     I  have  been  well 
alTured  from  different  quarters,  that  many  families  in 
Dublin,  now  living  in  great  credit,  owed  the  founda?* 
•  tion  of  their  fortunes,  to  the  fums  firft  borrowed  froqa 
this  fund. 

His 
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His  reputation  for  wifdom  and  integritjr  was  fo  gl%at». 
that  he  was  confulted  by  the  fcveral  corporations  in  all. 
mattes  relative  to  trade,  and  chofen  umpire  of  any 
differences  aniong  them,  nor  was  there  ever  any  appeal 
from  his  fentencc.  In  a  city  where  the  police  was  per-, 
haps  on  a  worfe  footing  than  that  of  any  in  Europe,  he 
in.  a  great  meafure  fupplied  the  deficiency,  by  his  owa 
perirenal  authority,  taking  notice  of  all  public  nuifan* 
ces,  and  feeing  them  removed.  He  affumed  the  office 
of  Ccnfor  General,  which  he  rendered  as  formidable  aa 
that  of  ancient  Rome.  In  (hort,  what  by  the  acknow- 
ledged fuperiority  of  his  talents,  his  inflexible  integrity, 
and  his  unwearied  endeavours  in  ferving  the  public,  he 
obtained  fuch  an  afcendancy  over  his  countrymen,  as 
perhaps  no  private  citizen  ever  attained  in  any  age  or 
country.  He  was  known  over  the  whole  kingdom  by 
the  title  of  The  Dean,  given  to  him  by  way  of  pre- 
eminence, as  it  were  by  common  confents  and  when 
The  Dean  was  mentioned,  it  always  carried  with  it  the 
idea  of  the  firft  and  greateil  man  in  the  kingdom.  The 
Pean  faid  this;  the  dean  did  that;  whatever  he  faid 
or  did  was  received  as  infallibly  right;  with  the  fame 
degree  of  implicit  credit  given  to  it,  as  was  paid  to  the 
Stagyrite  of  old,  or  to  the  modern  Popes.  We  may 
judge  of  the  greatnefs  of  his  influence,  from  a  pafTagc 
in  a  letter  of  Lord  Carteret  to  him,  March  24,  1732, 
who  was  at  that  time  Chief  Governor  of  Ireland,  '^  I 
know  by  experience  how  much  the  City  of  Dublin 
thinks  itfclf  under  your  protedlion  •,  and  how  ftridly 
they  ufed  to  obey  all  orders  fulminated  from  the  fove- 
feignty  of  St.  Patrick's."  And  in  the  poftfcript  to  an- 
pther  of  March  24,  1736,  he  fays,  "When  people  afk 
me  how  I  governed  Ireland  ?  I  fay,  that  I  plcafed  Dr. 
3wift." 

But  great  as  his  popularity  was,  it  was  chiefly  con- 
lined  to  the  middling,  and  lower  clafs  of  mankind.   To 

the 
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tfic  former  of  thcfe  his  chief  applications  were  made, 
opon  a  maxim  of  his  own,  *'  That  the  little  virtue  left 
in  the  world,  Ts  chiefly  to  be  found  among  the  middle 
rank  of  mankind,  who  arc  neither  allured  out  of  her 
paths  by  ambition,  nor  driven  by  poverty,** 

Ail  of  this  clafe  he  had  fecured  almoft  to  a  man. 
And  by  th€  lower  ranks,  and  rabble  in  general,  he  was 
reverenced  almoft  to  adoration.  They  were  poffeflcd 
with  an  enthufiaftic  love  to  his  perfon,  to  proteft  which 
chey  would  readily  hazard  their  lives  i  yet  on  his  ap- 
pearance among  them,  they  felt  fomething  like  a  reli- 
gious awe,  as  if  in  the  prefence  of  one  of  a  fuperior 
order  of  beings.  At  the  very  fight  of  him,  when  en- 
gaged in  any  riotous  proceedings,  they  would  inftantly 
fiy  different  ways,  like  fchool-boys  at  the  approach  of 
their  mafter;  and  he  has  been  often  known,  with  a 
word,  and  lifting  up  his  arm,  to  difperfc  mobs,  that 
would  have  flood  the  brunt  of  the  Civil  and  Military 
power  united. 

As  to  the  upper  clafs  of  mankind,  he  looked  upon 
them  as  incorrigible,  and  therefore  had  fcarce  any  in- 
tercourfe  with  them.  He  fays  himfelf,  that  he  had 
little  perfonal  acquaintance  with  any  Lord  Spiritual  or 
Temporal  in  the  kingdom;  and  he  confidered  the 
Members  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  general,  as  a 
fet  of  venal  proftitutes,  who  facrificed  their  principles, 
and  betrayed  the  intcrcfts  of  their  country,  to  gratify 
their  ambition  or  avarice.  With  thefe  he  lived  in  a 
continued  ftate  of  warfare,  making  ^em  feel  feverely 
the  {harp  ftings  of  his  fatyr  -,  while  they,  on  the  other 
liand,  dreading,  and  therefore  hating  him  more  than 
any  man  in  the  world,  endeavoured  jo  retaliate  on  him 
by  every  fpecies  of  obloquy. 

During  this  period,  his  faculties  do  not  feem  to  have 
JjKren  at  all  impaired  by  the  npar  approaches  of  old  age^ 
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and  his  poetical  fountain^  though  not  fo  exuberant  as 
formerly^  ilill  Sowed  in  as  clear  and  pure  a  (Iream. 
One  of  his  laft  Pieces,  Verfes  on  his  own  Deaths  is  per- 
haps one  of  the  mod  excellent  of  his  tompofitions  ia 
that  way.  Nor  are  two  of  his  other  produdions,  wrtt^ 
ten  about  the  fame  tinie,  entitled,  '^  An  Epiftle  to  a 
Lady  ;'*  and  "  A  Rhapfody  on  Poetry/'  inferior  to  any 
of  his  former  Pieces*.  The  two  laft  were  written  chiefly 
with  a  view  to  gratify  his  refentmcnt  to  the  Court,  oa 
account  of  fome  unworthy  treatment  he  met  with  frona 
that  quarter.  We  have  already  feen,  by  what  extraor- 
dinary advances  on  her  part,  he  was  allured  to  pay  his 
attendance  on  the  Princefs,  during  his  two  laft  vifits  to 
England ;  and  the  feemingly  well  founded  expeftations 
of  his  friends,  that  fome  marks  of  royal  favour  would 
be  ihewn  him,  both  from  the  uncommonly  good  re- 
ception he  had  always  met  with,  and  the  many  aflu- 
ranees  given  to  that  effeft.  But  from  the  time  that  the 
Princefs  mounted  the  throne,  all  this  was  forgot.  Nor 
was  this  produdive  of  any  difappointmcnt  to  Swift, 
who  bad  been  too  convcrfant  with  Courts,  not  to  look 
upon  the  moft  favourable  appearances  there,  with  dif- 
truft.  Accordingly  on  his  laft  return  to  Ireland,  find- 
ing himfclf  fo  utterly  neglefted  by  the  Queen,  as.  not 
even  to  receive  fome  medals  which  fhe  bad  promifed 
him,  he  gave  up  all  hopes  of  that  kind,  and  remained 
in  a  ftate  of  perfeft  indifference  with  regard  to  it.  But, 
when  he  found  that  his  enemies  had  been  bufy,  inftil,- 
ling  into  the  royal  ear  many  prejudices  againft  him,  he 
entered  upon  his  defence  with  his  ufual  fpirit.  Among 
other  artifices  employed  to  leflen  him  in  her  Majefty's 
cftccm,  there  were  three  forged  letters  delivered  to  the 
Queen  figne^i  with  his  name,  written  upon  a  very  ab- 
furd  fubjeft,  and  rn  a  very  unbecoming  ftyle,  which  fhe 
cither  did,  or  affedted  to  believe  to  he  genuine.  Swift 
3  '  '  had 
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had  notice  of  this  from  his  friend  Pope>  who  pro^ 
cured  one  of  the  original  letters  from  the  Countefs 
of  Snfiblk,  formerly  Mrs.  Howards  and  fent  it  to  him. 
In  his  indignant  anfwer  to  Pope  on  this  occaGon^  he  has 
The  following  paflkges.  *'  As  for  thofe  three  letters  you 
mention,  fuppofed  all  to  be  written  by  me  to  the  Queen, 
on  Mrs.  Barber's  account,  efpecially  the  letter  which 
bears  my  name ;  I  can  only  fay,  that  the  apprehenfions 
•one  may  be  apt  to  have  of  a  friend's  doing  a  foolifh 
thing,  is  an  effect  of  kindnefs :  and  God  knows  who  is 
^rce  from  playing  the  fool  fometime  or  other.  But  in 
fuch  a  degree  as  to  write  to  the  Queen,  who  has  ufed 
me  ill  without  any  caufe,  and  to  write  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner as  the  letter  you' fent  me,  and  in  fuch  a  ftyle^  and 
to  have  fo  much  zeal  for  one  almoft  a  ftranger,  and  to 
make  fuch  a  dcfcription  of  a  woman,  as  to  prefer  her 
before  all  mankind  s  <ind  to  inftance  it  as  one  of  the 
greateft  grievances  of  Ireland,  that  her  Majefly  has 
hot  encouraged  Mi's.  Barber,  a  woollen  draper's  wife 
declined  in  the  world,  becaufe  fhe  has  a  knack  of  verfi- 
fyingi  was  to  fuppofe,  or  fear,  a  folly  fo  tranfcendent, 
that  no  man  could  be  guilty  of,  who  was  not  fit  for  Bed- 
lam.  You  know  the  letter  you  fent  inclofed  is  not  my 
hand,  and  why  I  fhould  difguife  my  hand,  and  yet  Cgn 
my  name,  is  unaccountable.  If  the  Queen  had  not  an 
inclination  to  think  ill  of  me,  Ihe  knows  me  too  well 
to  believe  in  her  own  heart  that  I  Ihould  be  fuch  a  cox- 
comb," &c. 

In  his  letter  to  Mrs.  Howard,  then  Countefs  of  Suf- 
folk, he  fays,  "  I  find  from  feveral  inftances  that  I  am 
under  the  Queen's  difpleafure  -,  and  as  it  is  ufual  among 
Princes,  without  any  manner  of  reafon.  I  am  told^ 
there  were  three  letters  fent  to  her  Majefty  in  relation 
to  one  Mrs.  Barber,  who  is  now  in  London,  and  foli- 
citing  for  a  fubfcription  tO  her  poems.     It  feein6>  the 
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Quccii  thinks  that  tkitk  letters  were  writleti  by  mc  5 
«nd  I  fcorn  to  defend  layfclf  cvea  to  her  Majefly, 
grounding  my  fcorn  upon  the  opinion  I  had  of  her 
juftice,  her  tafte,  and  good  fenfe :  efpeciaUy  when  the 
Jlaft  of  thofe  letters,  whereof  I  have  juft  received  the 
original  from  Mr.  Pope,  was  figned  with  my  name : 
and  why  I  fhould  difguife  my  hand,  which  you  know 
very  well,  and  yet  write  my  name,  is  both  ridiculous 
and  tinaccountaUe.  I  am  fenfible  I  ow:e  a  great  deal 
of  this  ufage  to  Sir  Robert  Walpole^"  ^c.  In  this, 
as  well  as  many  other  pafTages  of  his  letters  at  that 
time,  we  fee  he  attributes  the  ill  offices  done  him  witii 
the  Queen,  chiefly  to  Walpole;  and  accordingly  he 
-determined  to  keep  no  farther  meafures  with  him,  but 
gave  full  fcope  to  his  refentment,  in  thofe  Poems,  as 
well  as  feveral  other  Pieces  publifhed  afterwards.  Up- 
on the  iirft  appearance  of  the  two  Poems,  entitled  An 
Epiftlc  to  a  Lady,  and  A  Rhapfody  on  Poetry,  Wal- 
^polc  was  exafperated  to  the  higheft  degree*  The  edi- 
tor, printer,  and  publifhcrs,  were  all  taken  up,  and 
profecutions  commenced  againft  them.  As  he  had  full 
•proof  that  Swift  was  the  author,  in  his  firfl:.  tranfport 
of  paffion,  he  determined  to  get  him  into  his  clutches, 
and  wreak  his  chief  vengeance  on  him  *.     With  this 

* 

•  Thefc  poems  were  fent  to  Mrs.  Barber,  then  in  London,  by  one 
Pilkington,  in  order  that  Ihe  might  make  what  advantage  ihe  coald 
by  the  fale  of  them,  being  a  woman  of  merit,  rather  in  diftre0ed  cir- 
cumftances.  This  Pilkington  at  the  fame  time  carried  letters  oF 
recommendation  from  Swift  to  Alderman  Barber,  Lord  Mayor  eiecl, 
by  whom,  in  confequence  of  fuch  recommendation,  he  was  appointed 
"City  Chaplain.  Yet  this  man  had  the  bafenefs  to  turn  informer 
againil  his  patron  and  benefa£tor,  as  the  author,  and  Mrs.  Barber, 
as  the  editor :  who  thereupon  was  conEned  for  fome  time  in  tb^ 
houfe  of  a  King's  Meffenger.  But,  as  upon  examination,  the  Gen- 
tlemen of  the  Long  Robe  could  difcover  nothing  in  the  poems  that 

*  could  come  under  the  denomination  of  a  Libel,  or  incur  any  legal. 

•  punifliment,  (he  and  the  publifhers  were  releafed>  and  the  profecutioa 
,dropt. 
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view  he  had  ordered  a  warrant  to  be  made  out  by  the 
Secretary  of  State^  ifor  apprehending  Swift^  and  bring* 
ing  him  over  to  be  tried  in  London.  The  meflenger 
was  in  waiting  ready  to  be  difpatched  on  this  errand, 
when  luckily  a  friend  of  Walpole's,  who  was  better  ac- 
quainted with  the  ftate  of  Ireland^  and  the  high  vene- 
ration in  which  the  Dean  was  held  there,  accidentally 
entered,  and  upon  enquiry,  being  informed  of  his  pur- 
pofe,  coolly  afked  him  what  army  was  to  accompany 
the  meflenger,  and  whether  4ie  had  at  that  time  ten 
thoufand  men  to  fpare,  for  he  could  affure  him  no  leis 
a  number  would  be  able  to  bring  the  Drapier  out  of  the 
kingdom  by  force.  Upon  this  Walpole  recovered  his 
fenfes,  and  luckily  for  the  Meflenger,  as  well  as  him- 
felf,  dropped  the  defign.  For  had  the  poor  fellow  ar- 
rived in  Dublin,  and  attempted  to  execute  his  com- 
miflion,  he  would  moft  afluredly  have  been  immedir 
ately  hanged  by  the  mob :  and  this  might  have  involved 
the  two  countries  in  a  conteft,  which  it  was  by  no  means 
the  intereft  of  a  Minifter  to  engage  in. 

But,  whatever  gratification  it  might  have  been  to  his 
ambitious  fpirit,  to  fee  himfelf  raifed  by  the  voluntary 
fuffrages  of  his  countrymen,  to  a  rank  beyond  the  power 
of  Monarchs  to  beilow  ;  to  find  himfelf  confidered  by  all 
as  the  firft  man  in  the  realm  -,  the  general  objcft  of  vene- 
ration to  all  who  wilhed  well  to  their  country,  and  of 
dread  to  thofe  who^  betrayed  its  interefts ;  yet  he  was  fiar 
from  being  at  all  fatisfied  with  his  fituation.  The  load 
of  oppreflion  under  which  Ireland  groaned,  from  the  ty- 
rannic fyftem  of  government  over  that  country,  eftablifh- 
ed  by  the  falfe  politics  of  England  ;  the  bafe  corruption 
of  fome  of  the  principal  natives,  who  facrificed  the  pubf 
lick  interefts  to  their  private  views  ;  the  fupinenefs  of  o- 
thers  arifing  from  defpondency ;  the  general  infatuatiori 
of  the  richer  fort,  in  adopting  certain  modes  and  cuftoms 
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lb  the  laid  degree  tuihoils  to  thefr  couhtry  ;  together  ivith 
the  miferies  of  the  pdorj  arid  the  tiniverfal  face  of  periury 
sind  diftrefs  that  overfpread  a  kingdom;  oh  which  nature 
[  had  Icattered  her  bounties  with  a  laviihi  hahd;  arid  Svhich 

!  j)roperly  lifcd,  ttli^ht  have  rendered  it  drjfe  of  the  hapl- 

I  pieft  regions  in  ihe  world  :  all  thefe  aded  as  petpetu^l 

cbrrofi?es  to  the  free  and  gchcrroiis  fpirit  of  Swift;  and  , 

I    ,      kept  him  frbrti   pofleffing  his  foul  irt  peace.     We  have 

I'         hiany  inftances  in  his  lettei-Sj  written  at  that  titne,  bf  the 

violent  irritation  of  his  mind  on  thefe  accounts.     In  oric 

•of  them  he  fays,  ^*  I  find  myfelf  dlfpbfed  fevery  year,  oi* 

j        .  rather  el^ery  month,  to  be  more  arigry  and  re^eng^ful  ) 

i        'and  rriy  rage  is  fd  ig'nbble,  that  it  dcfcehds  cteri  to  re- 

feht  the  foUy  and  bafcnefs  of  the  enflaved  people  among 

whom  I  live."     Arid  in  the  faniid  letter  to  Loi-d  Boling- 

brokc,  he  fajrs;  **  But  y6u  think,  as  I  OtigHt  to  think^ 

that  it  is  time  for  me  to  have  done  with  the  ^brld ;  and 

fo  I  would,  if,  I  could  get  into  a  better^  before  I  was 

•tailed  into  the  beft,  and  not  die  here  irt  a  rage;  like  a    ^; 

spoifoned  rafc  in  a  hole/"     InorietoPbpej  fpeakirig  of  his 

•    letters^  he  fays^  '*  None  off  them  have  anything  to  do 

<yith  partyi  of  ti^hich  yoo  are  the  cleared  of  all  men,  by 

jrour  religion,  and  the  whole  tenor  of  your  life  :  While  I 

am  ragirig  every  momeht  ag^irlft  the  corruptions  in  both 

kingdbtns,  efjiedally  of  this  j  fuch  h  my  weakhei^i  iAnd 

;         in  one  to  Dr.  3heridan,  wheh  he  feeilled  tiftder  the  domi- 

hioh  iif  a  hibre  thari  ordinary  6t  of  his  fpleefi,  he  tells 

him  tiiat  he  had  juft  finifhed  his  will,  in  which  he  had  re-s 

lq[ucfted  that  the  Doftor  would  attend  his  body  to  Holy^ 

head,  to  fee  it  interred  there,  for,  fays  he,  I  will  not  lid 

'iri  a  country  of  flaves*     This  habit  of  miftd  grevV-upori 

him  immediately  ^fter  the  lofs  of  the  amiable  Stella, 

yihok  letiietit  hahd  ufed  to  pour  the  balm  of  fHendfliip  oti 

his  wounded  fpirit.     With  her  vanilhed  all  his  domefttc 

ct^Oymehts^  and  of  couife  he  ttsrned  his  thought^  mor# 


ff44  tUE    LIFE    OF 

to  publick  affairs ;  m  the  contemplation  of  wIhcIt,  ht 
cotdd  fee  nothing  but  what  ferved  to  increafe  the  malady. 
The  advances  oi  old-^age,  wkh  all  its  attendant  infirmities  ^ 
the  death  of  almoft  all  his  old  friends  ;  the  fre^ent  re-^ 
turns  <^  his  moft  difpiriting  maladies^  deafnefs  and  gid- 
dinefs  ^  and  above  all^  the  dreadful  apptchenfions  that  he 
&ould  outlive  his  underftandisig,  *  made  life  foch  a  bur« 
^a  to  him,  that  he  bad  no  hope  kft  but  in  a  fpeedy  di(- 
Ibiution,  which  was  the  objed  of  his  daily  prayer  to  the 
JVln^ighty, 

About  the  year  »7j6,  his  memory  wa*  greatly  iii^- 
paired,  and  his  other  faculties  of  imagination  and  intel- 
led  decayed,  in  proportion  as  the  ftores  fpom  which  thcf 
were  fopplied  diminifhed.  When  the  undcrftanding  was 
fliaken  from  its  feat,  and  reafon  had  given  up  the  rein$>. 
the  irafcible  paflions^  which  at  all  times  he  had  found. 
(£fficuU  to  be  kept  within  due  bounds^  now  raged  with- 
out controul,.  and  made  him  a  torment  to  himfelf,  .and  tx> 
all  who  were  about  him.  An  unufually  long  fit  of  deaf- 
nefS|  attended  with  giddipefs,  which  lafted  almoft  a  yearjr 
had  difqualified  him  wholly  for  converfation,  and  made 
him  lofe  all  relifli  for  fociety.  Conicious  pf  his  fituatioB> 
he  was  little  defirous  of  feeing  any  of  his  old  friends  and 
eompanfons,  and  they  were  as  little  folicitous  to  vifit  him^ 
in  tl^jat  deplorable  (late^  He  could  now  no  longer  amujc 
Jiimfclf  with  writing;  and  a  refolution  he  had  formed  of 
never  wearing  fpedaclcs,^  to  whieh  he  obftinately  adhered, 
prevented  him  from  reding.  Without  employmenfy 
without  amufements  of  any  kind,  thus  did  his  time.paii 

♦  Dr.  Young  has  recorded  an  inilance  of  this,  where  he  relates^ 
that  walking  out  with  Swift  and  fome  others  about  a  mile  from  Dab-^ 
iin,  he  fuddenly  milTed  the  Dean,  who  had  flaid  behind  the  reft  of  the 
<^oinpany.  He  turned  back  in  order  to  know  die  occafion  of  it ;  and 
found  Swift  at  fonie  diftance  gazing  intently  at  the  top  df  a  lofty  eljl)^ 
whofc  head  had  be«n  blafted  f  upon  Young's  approach  he  pointed  to  ity 
fiyingt  «« i  ihaU  be  like  that  tree,  I  ihall  die  firA  at  the  top."      * 

^  heavily 
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heavily  along ;  not  one  white  day  in  the  Caktid^ri  ndit 
one  hour  of  coAiftirt,  nor  did  even  a  fay  of  hope  pjercp 
through  the  gloom.  The  ftate  of  his  mind  is  ftrongly 
fidtured  in  a  letter  to  Mrs.  Whiceway;  *'  I  have  been 
very  nDlferabie  all  hight,  and  to-day  cktremely  deaf  and 
full  of  pain.  I  am  fo  ftupid  and  cdnfounded^  that  I  can- 
tot  exprcfs  the  mortification  I  am  under  both  in  body 
and  mind.  All  I  can  fay  is,  that  I  am  not  in  torture'i 
bpt  I  daily  and  hourly  expcft  it.  Pfajr  let  me  know  hovr 
your  health  is^  and  your  family.  I  hardly  undcrftand 
'  one  word  I  write.  I  am  fure  my  days  ^ill  be  very  few  i 
few  and  miferable  they  muft  be.  I  am. for  thofe  fev# 
days. 

If  1  dd  riot  blunder,  it  is  Saturday^      Yours  entirely, 
July  i6j  I740;  J,  Swift. 

Not  long  after  the  date  6f  this  letter,  his  underftand^ 
ing  failed  to  fuch  a  degree^  that  it  was  found  heceflary  td 
have  guardians  legally  appointed  id  take  care  of  his  per* 
fon  and  ,eftatc.  This  was  followed  by  a  fit  Of  lunacy^ 
Which  continued  foiiie  months^  and  then  he  funk  ihto  a 
ftate  of  idiocy,  Which  lafted  to  his  4eath.  He  died  Oc^ 
tober  2  9i  1745; 

The  behaviour  of  the  citizen^  on  this  dccaliofi,  gav^ 
the  ftrongeft  proof  of  the  deep  imprefllon  he  haid  rhade 
on  their  minds.  Though  he'  had  bcen^  fdr  fo  many  ycars^ 
to  all  intents  and  purpofes  dead  to  the  world,  and  his  de- 
parture ftfim  diax  ftate  feerbcd  a  thing  rather  to  be  wifH- 
ed  than  deplored,  yet  no  fooner  was  his  death  announced^ 
than  the  citizens  gathered  from  all  quarters^  and  forced 
their  way  in  crowds  into  the  houfe,  to  p^y  the  kft  tribuU 
of  grief  <6  their  departed  beriefadlbr.  Nothing  but  la^* 
JHentatiohs  were  heard  all, around  the. quarter  where  he 
livedo  as  if  he  had  been  cut  off  in  the  vigour  bf  his  years* 
Happy  were  they  whd  firft  gO(t  into  the  chamber  whef# 
i^eljiys  t9  p^ocurcj  by  bribes  tb  thefcrvants^  iotks  of  his 

R  i  Wtfi 
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hair^  to  be  handed  down  as  facred  relicks  to  their  pofte^ 
rity.*  And  fo  eager  were  numbers  to  obtain  at  any  price 
this  precious  memorial,  that  in  lefs  than  an  hour,  his- 
venerable  head  w^as  entirely  Gripped  of  aH  its  filver  orna- 
ments, ib  that  not  a*  hair  remained^  He  was  buried  in 
the  moft  private  manner,  aceordiflg  to-  direftions  in  hi* 
'V^ill,  in  the  gi^at  aide  of  St.  Patrick^s  Cathedral,  and  by 
way  of  monmtient,  a  (tab  of  black  marble  was  placed^ 
againfl:  the  wally  on  which  was  ei^raved  the  following^ 
lu^tin  Epitaph^  written  by  hsmfelf. 

HiQ  depofif uw  eft  corpus 

Joi^ATHAN  Swift,  S.  T.  P. 

Hujus  EcclefiasCathedraliS' 

£)eCaiii : 

Ubi  fasva  indignatio 

tJlterios  cor  lacerarc  iieq.uitr 

Abiy  viator, 

Et  imitate,  6  poterisy 

Si^nuum  pra  TiriK  Ifbertatis  vindicemEii^ 

Obiit  anno  (1745) 

Menfis  (Odtobris)  die  (19) 

^tatis  anno  (78.) 

Private  Mbmoirs  ,9f  Swi**. 

HAVING  now  conducted  Swift  from  his  oradic  t» 
tiis  grave,  and  prefented  to  view,  in  a  regt^lar  ieries,  the 
moft  rem^kable  fcoies  c^  his  publick  life ;  I  have  pUF«^ 

•  Yea  beg  a  hatr  of  him  for  memory. 
And  dying  mention  it  within  their  wIIIs^ 
Bequeathing  it  a«  a  rich  legacy 
UntQ  their  iffuct  SiiiCicBt^tA^E^  ^ 

pofeljr 
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pofely  referved  to  this  place  the  greater  part  of  fuch  ¥ru 
yate  Memoirs,  as  were  not  meant  to  meet  the  publidc 
tye,  in  order  that  I  might  arrange  them  alfo  in  an  uniiw. 
terrupted  train.  Nochiiig  has  more  excited  the  cqriofity. 
of  nj^kind  at  all  cimes^  than  that  deiire  which  prevails 
of  prying  into  the  fecrtt  adions.  of  great  and  illuib-ious; 
cbara^crs;  arifing  in  fome,  from  a  too  general  fpirit  of 
envy,  ^  which  hopes  to  find  ibme thing  in  their  private  con* 
du£l  that  may  fully  the  luftre  of  their  publick  fame,  and 
fo  bring  them  down  more  to  a  level  wth  themfelves.; 
and  in  others,  •of  a  m<»re  candid  difpoiitioiiY  that  they 
might  form  ri^t  judgments  •of  their  real  chara6t:ers4  an 
coo  many,  like  aftors  in  a  theatre^  only  aflfume  one  when 
they  appear  on  the  ftage  of  the  world,  which  they  put  off, 
together  with  their  robes  and  plumes,  when  retired  to  the 
dreffing  room*  But  as  the  readers  of  ihe  former  fort,  are 
infinitely  more  numerous^  its  order  Co  gratify  their  tafte^ 
as  well,  perhaps,  as  their  own  rcangeoial  xlifpofition,  the 
Writers  of  fuch  Memoirs  are  coo  apt  to  leao  to  the  male* 
volent  fide,  and  deal  rather  m  the  more  faleable  cofunor 
dity  of  obloquy  and  (candal,  iughfeafoaed  to  the  tafte  of 
vitiated  palates,  than  in  the  milder  and  more  infipid  food 
of  truth  and  panegyric.  Many  have  been  the  mifrcpre* 
ientations  made  of  Swift,  from  this  uncharitable  fpirit  4 
and  though  mod  of  them  have  been  proved  to  be  fuch 
by  his  defenders,  yet  there  are  feveral  ftill  left  in  a  ftatc 
of  doubt  and  uncertainty,  through  the  want  pf  proper  iu^ 
forxnatioa.  Among  thcfc  there  is  no  article  about  which 
fhe  world  is  ftill  1^  fo  mtich  in  the  dark,  as  his  amours. 
A  fybjed,  which,  in  oue  of  his  Angular  charafler,  is 
more  likely  to  excite  curiofity  than  any  othen  Wc 
Icnow  there  were  two  ladies,  reprefcnted  by  him  as  the 
fnoft  accopiplilhcd  of  their  fex,  adprp^d  with  all  tly 
icharms  and  graces,  both  of  perform  and  mind,  that  might 
jKjietrate  the  mojBt  obdurgte  breaft,  whofe.  hearts  were 
R3  wholly 
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yfhcMy  devoted  to  him.  We  Icnow  too  that  be  had  a  jUflr 
(bnfe  of  their  value,  that  he  lived  on  term$  of  the  cloibQr 
ffiend(hsp  with  both^^  bi)t  it  does  not  appeaf  thaf  he  ^ftf 
ftiadp  a  iuitabic  return  of  Iqve  to  either.     ■•   * 

As  his  conduft  towards  fbefe  two  celebrated  l^die^ 
jStella  and  Vanefia^  feems  to  be  wrapped  up  in  the  dark^ 
JKft  (hades  of  any  pilrt  of  his  hii^ory^  aqd  has  given  rife  €Q 
various  con]c6lureS|  which  yet  have  prpduced  no  fetiS'* 
fadbpry  folution  of  the  doubts  which  it  has  occa0oned  $  I 
ihall  endeavour,  by  collefting  fome  fcattercd  rayB  from 
different  parts  of  his  Works^  and  adding  other  lighti 
which  have  CQitic  p  my  Tcnowlcdge,  to  difperfe  the  myii 
teripus  gloom  with  which  this  fubjed  feems  to  have  been 
invelqped,  and  put  the  whole  in  a  clear  ppint  pf  view^ 
in  order  to  this,  it  will  be  neceffary,  in  the  firft  place^ 
fo  form  a  judgment  how  Swiff:  flood  affected  towards  the 
(t!pa|e  fcx,  either  frpm  conftitution,  or  reflexion.  Wki| 
regard  to  the  former,  he  feems  to  have  been  of  a  very 
fold  habit,  and  little  fpurred  on  by  any  impylfe  of  defire : 
f  nd  9$  ta  tl)e  latter,  he  appears  in  the  early  part  of  hif 
fife  to  have  had  little  inclination  to  enter  into  the  married 
State,  and  afterwards  to  have  had  a  fixed  diQike  to  it. 

His  fentiments  on  this  head  are  fully  difplayed  in  thf 

following  letter  tp  a  Jcinfman  of  his,  wmteii  \n  the  2^t3n 
year  pf  his  age. 

To  |:he  Bicvd.  Mr.  Jp*n  Kbndali-,  fc?^.  ♦ 

S  J  R>  February  i^,  163 1*. 

ff  If  any  thing  made  tne  wonder  at  your  letter,  it  was 
your  almoft  inviting  me  to  do  fo  in  the  beginning,  which 
Indepd  grew  Jcfs  upon  knowing  the  occafipn,  fince  it  is 
y9\\^t  I  have  heard  from  more-  than  one4  in  and  about 

« 

•  Vicar  of  Thpmton  in  Lpiee^ef&dre,  Pr.  §wift  Wfw  at  this  tune 
wl^l^  5ir  William  Temple,  at  Sheen. 
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£idceftier^  And  for  che  friendihip  betweeii  m^  as  I  flip- 
fK>fe  your^s  to  be  real,  fo  1  think  it  would  be  prefer  M 
JmagiM  mine*  until  you  find  any  caufe  to  believe  it  pre^ 
tended;  though  I  might  have  fpme  q4jiarrel  at  you  in 
ihvcc  OP  fjpur  lines,  which  are  very  ill  bellowed  in  com« 
plimenting  pie«  And  as  to  that  of  my  great  profpeAt 
«f  making  my  fortune,  on  which  as  your  kindnefs  onlf 
boks  on  the  be£t  fide,  fi>  my  own  cold  temper,  and  un^ 
confined  humour,  is  a  much  gttater  hindrance  than  anf 
fbar  of  thai  which  is  the  fubjeift  of  your  ktter.  1  ihaU 
^ak  plainly  to  you,  that  the  very  ordinary  obfervations 
i  nagde  with  going  half  a  mile  beyond  the  Univerlky^ 
hwe  taught  me  experience  enough  not  to  think  of  mar^ 
iMge  tiU  I  fettle  my  fortune  in  the  world,  which  I  am 
^rt  will  not  be  in  fome  years  \  and  even  then  itfelf,  I  am 
jb  hard  lo  pleafe,  that  I  fuppoie  I  fliall  put  it  ofi^  to  the 
other  worlds.  How  all  that  fuits  with  my  behaviour  to 
^e  woman^  in  hand,  you  may  eafily  imagine,  when  yoQ 
Icnow  thpie  is  Ibmething  in  me  which  muft  be  employed  i 
4nd  when  I  am  alone  turns  s^I,  for  want  of  practice,  into 
^eculatipn  and  thought  i  infomuch,  that  thefe  fevea 
tf^eks  I  have  been  here,  I  have  wrk  and  burnt,  and  writ 
«gaia  vpon  all  manner  of  fubjefts,  more  than  periiaps 
any  man  in  England.  And  this  is  it  which  a  peribn  of 
great  iionouit  in  Ireland  (who  was  pieaied  to  floop  fi>  low 
«  to  look  into  my  mind)  vied  to  tell  me,  that  my  mind 
was  like  a  conjured  ipiiit,  that  would  do  mifchief  if  X 
WOvHd  not  give  it  employment.  It  is  this  humour  that 
fifiadces  me  io  bufy,  when  I  am  in  company,  to  turn  all 
chat  way  ^  and  fince  it  commonly  eiids  in  talk,  whether 
It  be  love,  or  converfation,  it  is  all  alike.  This  is  fb 
Common,  that  I  could  remember  twenty  women  in  my 
life,  to  whom  I  have  behaved  myfcHf  juft  the  fame  waji; 
»nd,  I  profefs,  without  any  other  dcfign  than  that  of 
I^HCrtaiiiing  myfelf  when  I  ani  very  idle,  or  when^fomc- 
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thing  goes^amifs  in  my  affairs.    Thi$  I  always  hav$  d<i^, 
f^  ^  man  of  the  world,  wh^n  I  had  no  de(igh  for  mf 
thing  grave  in  it,  wd  whgt  I  thayght  at  wqrft  a  harml^fH  ^ 
impertinence ;  bur,  whenever  I  begin  to  take  fpbcr  re-^ 
folutions,   or,   as  now,    to  think  of  entering  into  the 
church,  I  pcvcr  found  it  wcould  be  hard  to  pqt  off  thi^ 
kind  of  folly  at  the  pprch.  •  ;Jk:T}dcs,  perhaps,  in.fage-t 
jieral  a  converfation  aroong  that  fcx,  irnight  pretend  a 
little,  to  underftarici  where  I  am  when  I  am  going  to* 
chppfe  for  a  vfif^ ;  ^nd,  though  the  cunning  Aiarper  of 
the  town  nriay  have  a  cheat  put  on  jiim^,  yet  it  m^uft  be 
cleanlier  carried  .than  this,  which  you  think. 1  ana  .gPing 
to  top  upon  myielf.     And  truly,  if  you  knew  ho^*  mfietar 
phyfical  I  anj  that  way,  yoij  would  little  feat  I.ftif^uH 
venture  on  one  who.  has   given  fo  much  occalion  tg> 
tongues  :  fqr,  though  the  pepplq  i$  a  lying  fort  pf:  feeaf 
.(and  I  think  in  Leicefter  above  .all  parts  that .1  wa3  in) 
yet  they  fcldom  talk  without  fomc  ^impfe  of-  a  Xfi^{on% 
which  I  declare  (fo  i)npar(}onably  jealou;;  I  am)  to  be  (i 
fufficient  caufe  for  me  tq  hate  any  woman  any  farther 
than  a  bare  acquaintance.     Among  all  the  young  Gentlo^ 
men  that  I  have  known,  who  have  ruined  themfelyes  t^ 
marrying  (which  I  ?flurp  ypu  is  .a  great  number)  I  havp 
made  tljis  general,  rule,  that  they  are  cither  young,  raw, 
and  ignorant  fcholars,  who,  for  want  of  knowing  com- 
pany, believe  pvery  filk  petticpat  includes  an  angel;  or 
clfc  thefc  have  been  a  fprt .  pf  boneft  young  men,  'who 
perhaps  are  too  literal  in  rather  marrying  than  burning, 
and  enta'4  .^  mifery  on  thistpfelves  ^nd  poijberity^  by  in 
pver^afting  .mpdefty.     I  think  I  am  vpry  faf  (excluded 
from  lifting  under  either  pf  thefe  hea^s.     J  C9nfefs  J  have 
known  ope  pr  two  men  pf  fenfc  enough,  who,  jncliped  tp 
frolicks,    have  tparriecl  anfl  ruined  tlicmfplyes  p^t  of  a 
inaggot ;  hut  a  thoufand  hpyfhpld  thoughts^  w|iich  ^^^ 
^'ays  driv?  niatrijnpny  opt  pf  rpy  mind  whe|iever  i? 
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iA^atiCM  to  come  there,  will,  I  am  fure,  fright  tnc  from 
fkit  5  bcfide  that,  I .  am  naturally  temperate,  and  never 
engaged  in  the  contrary,  *  whicb  ufually  produces  thofe 
efieds.  Ypur  hmts  at  particular  ftories  I  do  not  under-- 
jland ;  and  having  never  hcacd  them  but  fo  hinted, 
dioughc  it  proper  to  give  you  tiiis,  to  (hew  you  hovr  I 
thank  you  for  your  regard  of  me-,  and  Lhope  my  car- 
riage will  befuch  as  that^my  friends  need  not  be.alhamed 
oi  the  name.  .  I  (hould  not  have  >  behaved  myfelf  after 
that  manner  I  did  in  Leicefter,  if  I  had  not  valued  my 
lawn  entertainment,  beyond  the  Qbloquyof  a  parcel  of 
yery  Wretched  fools,  which  I  fplemply  pronounce  the  in- 
habitants x>f  Jl^eicelter  to  be^  and  fo  I  content  myfelf  with 
retaliadoq..  I  hqpe  you  will  forgive  this  trouble;  and 
Iq,  ^ith  my  feryice  to  your  good  wife,  I  am,  good 
C«upn, 

ypur  very  affeftionate  friend  and  fervant, 

J.  Swift. 

This  letter  was  an  anfwer  to  one  from  Mr.  Kendalt, 
in  which  he  infornis  hhn  of  the  reports  fpread  at  Leicefter 
tthat  he  had  paid  ferious  addreffes  there  to  an  unworthy 
pbje6t,  and  which  Swift  therefore  thought  required  this 
•  explicit  anfwer  *.  Here  we  fee  that  he  had  ho  other  idea 
pf  gallantry  with  the  fex,  than  whaf  ferved  for  mere  a- 
pufem^nt^  that  h^  had  rather  a  dre^d  of  matrimony, 

*  Smh  makes  the  following  xnention  of  this  affair  in  a  letter  to 
Mr.  Worral,  written  on  a  particular  pccafion  in  the  year.  1728-9.—- 
**  When  I  went  a  lad  to  my  mother,  after  the  Revolution,  flie  brought' 
me  acquainted  with  a  family,  where  there  was  a  daughter,  with  whom 
J  was  acquainted.  My  prudent  mother  was  afraid  I  fhould  be  in  love 
with  her;  but  when  I  went  to  London,  (he  married  an  inn  keeper  in 
LoQgliborough,  in  that  county.  This  woman  (my  miflrefs  with  a 
pox)  left  (cy^xsjl  children  who  are  all  dead  but  one  daughter^  An^ne  jby 
jiame,"  &c. 

W)>aj  fcljows  is  immaterial  to  the  prelcnt  fubic^. 

and 
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sMd  tkat  lie  had  oever  engaged  m  iUiol  atncmrt,  iroAi 
which  he  claims  no  meriti  but  imputes  it  ta  his  l^ing 
maturalfy  of  a  femptrst^  Mt^Mhn.  This  iagstiucais  htf 
ter»  wrifUn  at  the  mc0^  vigorwi  time  of  Ufe,  will  feno 
95  a  clue  to  kii  condufib  towards  women  ever  after^  . 
The  only  softance  ^t  appears  of  his  having  any  ferw 
oiis  thoughts  of  mairifmmy»  was  with  regard  to  a  MUk 
WaryAgt  a  Lady  of  the  North  qf  Ireland,  poflbiled  of  a 
tnoderate  fortune.^  The  circumfiances  of  that  afSsav  an 
laid  open  in  the  fdlowing  ktter  to  that  Lady,  written  by 
Swift  in  the  year  1700^  when  he  was  in  his  33d  year.     ^ 

.  Madtm»  DuMin,  May  4)  tyocU 

«<  :I  AM  iextvemelf  oonoemed  at  the  account  you  give 
0f  your  healthy  for  my  ancle  cold  me  he  found  youdt 
appearance  better  than  you  had  been  in  fome  years,  an4 
1  was  in  hopes  you  had  ftiil  condnued  ib*  .  Ood  forbid  I 
Ihould  ever  be  the  occafion  of  creating  more  troubles  to 
you,  as  ydiU  feem  to  intimate !  The  letter  you  deiired  me 
to  anfwer^  I  have  frequently  read,  and  thought  1  had  re- 
plied to  every  part  of  it  that  required  it  i  however,  fiqqe 
you  are  pleafed  to  repeat  thoie  particulars  wherein  yoM 
idcfired  (atisfa&ion,  I  fhall  endeavour  to  give  it  you  is^ 
^  wcU  as  1  am  abfe.  You  would  know  what  gave  my  (efii«» 
jper  that  fiidden  turn,  as  to  alter  the  ftile  of  my  letters 
fioce  I  la0;  came  over*  If  there  has  been  that  alteration 
you  obferve,  I  have  told  you  the  caufe  abundance  *of 
times.  I  had  ufed  a  thoufand  endeavours  and  argisffiients» 
fo  get  you  from  the  company  and  place  yog  are  in  ;  both 
.on  the  account  of  your  health  and  humour,  which  I 
thought  were  likely  to  fufitr  very  much  m  fpch  an  a^t 
and  before  fuch  eKan^les.  AH  1  had  in  anfwer  from  you, 
was  nothing  but  a  great  deal  of  atoning,  and  fometknes 
in  a  fWe  fo  very  impewous,  as  I-^:hought  might  have  been 
^ared,  when  }  reBe^ed  }ipw  ifHlch  you  bad  be.en  in  the 

wropg. 
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vnagk  The.  othef  thing  you  would  know  is,  whethcf^ 
this  change  of  ftile  be  owing  to  the  thoughts  of  a  new  mif^; 
pc&.  I  ded^re,  upon  the  word  of  aChriftian  and  a  Genl 
diemaiii  it  is  not;  neither  had  I  ever  thoughts  of  being 
married  (x>  any  other  perfon  but  joUrfelf.  I  had  ever  an 
opinion  that  you  bad  a  great  fweetnefs  of  nature  and  hu? 
joaour  'p  and  whatever  appeared  to. the  contrary^  I  looked 
lipon  it  only  as  a  thing  put  on  as  necellary  before  a  lover  | 
buc  I  have  fince  obferved  in  abundance  of  your  letter^ 
fiich  marks  of  a  fevere  indiSerence,  that  I  began  to  thitik 
H  was  hardly  po^ble  for  one  of  my  few  good  qualities  to 
pleafe  you.  I  never  knew  any  (o  hard  to  be  worked  up^ 
on,  even  in  matters  where  tlie  iqtereft  and  concern  ai^ 
entirely  your  own ;  all  which,  I  fay^  pafied  eafily  while 
pre  were  in  the  Aate  of  fbrmalitie^  apd  ceremony ;  but^ 
iince  that,  there  is  no  other  way  of  accounting  for  this 
pntradable  behaviour  iq  you,  but  by  imputing  it  to  a 
fy ant  of  common  eileem  and  friendfhip  for  me. 

**  Whe«  I  dcfired  an  account  of  your  fortune,  I  had 
IK>  fuch.deGgn  a$  you  pretend  to  im^agine.  I  have  told 
youmaay  a  time,  that  in  England  it  was  in  the  powe^ 
0{  a^y  young  fellow  of  common  fenfe^  to  get  a  larger 
fertune  than  ever  you  pretended  to.  I  afked,  in'  ordeir 
fo  confider  whether  it  were  fufficient,  with  the  help  of 
jffij  poor  income,  to  make  one  of  your  humour  eafy  in 
9  married  ftate.  I  think  it  comes  to  almofl:  a  hundred 
|)ounds  a  year;  and  I  think  at  the  fame  tinie  that  np 
joung  woman  in  the  world,  of  the  fame  income,  would 
dwindle  away  their  health  and  life  in  fuch  a  fink,  and 
among  fuch  family  converfation ;  neither  have  all  your 
.peters  been  once  able  to  perfuade  that  you  have  the 
jeail:  value  for  me,  becaufe  you  fp  little  regarded  what 
I  fo  often  faid  tipon  that  matter.  The  difma)  account 
you  fay  I  have  given  of  my  livings,  I  c^n  aflure  you  tq 

ifae  atftfe  4onei  and,  fincc  i;  i^  a  difm4  9^9  ^^^^  ^^ 

your 
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your  own  opinion^  you  can  befl:  draw  cohfequences 
irom  ic«  The  place  where  Dr.  Bolton  lived  is  upon  a 
Rvittg  which  he  keeps  with  the  JDeanery ;  but  the  place 
of  refidence  for  that  they  have  given  him,  is  within  a 
mile  of  a  town  called  Trim,  twenty  miles^from  hence  f 
xnd  there  is  no  other  way,  but  to  hire  a  houle  at  Trimj^ 
or  build  one  on  the  fpot :  the  firft  is  hardly  to  be  done»' 
ind  the  other  I  am  too  poor  to  perform  at  prefent.  For 
coming  down  to  Belfaft,  it  is  what  I  cannot  yet  think 
ef,  my  attendance  is  ib  clofe,  and  fo  much  required  of 
mti  but  our  gorernment  fits  very  loole,  and  I  believe 
will  change  in  a  few  months ;  whether  our  part  will 
partake  in  the  change,  I  know  not,  though  I  am  very 
irpc  to  believe  it;  and  then  I  (haH  be  at  leifure  for  4 
ffiort  journey.  But  I  hope  your  other  friends,  more 
|)owerful  than  I,  will  before  that  time  perfuadc  yoa 
irom  the  place  where  you  are.  I  defirc  my  fcrvJce  t* 
your  mother,  in  return  for  her  remembrance ;  but  for 
any  other  dealings  that  way,  I  entreat  your  pardon ; 
and  J  think  1  have  more  caufe  to  refent  your  defircs  of 
jrtic  in  that  cafe,  than  you  have  to  be  angry  at  my  refur 
fals.  If  you  like  fuch  company  and  condud,  much 
^ood  do  you  with  them  I  My  education  has  been  other- 
wife.  My  uncle  Adam  afked  me  one  day  in  private, 
«s  by  direflion,  what  my  defigns  were  in  relation  to 
you,  becaufe  it  might  be  a  hindrance  to  )H)u  if  I  did 
BOt  procepd.  The  anfwer  I  gave  him  (which  I  fuppofe 
lie  ha?  fent  you)  wa^  to  this  effeft :  <*  That  I  hoped  I 
was  tio  hindrance  to  you ;  becaufe  the  reafon  you  urge4 
againft  a  union  wirh  me  was  drawn  from  indifpoficionj 
which  ftill  continued  i  that  you  alfo  thought  ray  for-» 
tunc  not  fufficient,  which  is  neither  at  prefcnt  in  a  con^ 
dition  to  offer  you :  That,  if  your  health  and  my  for- 
tune were  as  they  ought,  I  would  prefer  you  above  all 
yopt  fqf;  but  thar^  in  the  prefefit  conditio^  of  bo€h,^i( 
^        '^  tjipugljl 
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ftiotigbt  it  was  againft  your  opiaion,  an^  would  c^r* 
tainly  make  you  unhappy :  that,  ha4  you  ahy  other  of- 
fers whkh  your  friends  or  yourfelf  thougHc  more  10 
your  advantage,  1  fiunild  think  I  were  rcry  unju ft  to- 
be  an  obftacle  in  your  way/*    Now  for  what  concern* 
fny  fortune,  you  have  anfwered  k.     I  dtfire,  thereforcji 
you  will  ler  me  know  if  your  health  be  atherwife  than 
it  was  when  you  told  me  the  Doctors  advifed  you  agaiafl: 
marriage,  as  what  would   certainly  hazard  your  life« 
Are  they  or  you  grown  of  another  opinion  in  this  par* 
dculat?.  Are  you  in  a  condition  to  manage  domeftic 
affairs,  with  an  income  of  kfs  (perhaps)  than   three 
])undred  pounds  a  year?  Have  you  foch  an  inclisatioa 
to  my  per(bn  ana  humour,  as  to  comply  with  my  de-  / 
fires  and  way  of  living,  and  endeavour  to  make  us  both 
as  happy  as  you  can  ?   Will  y<m  be  ready  to  engage  ia 
thoft  methods  I  fhall  direft  for  tjie  improvement  of  your  '' 
mind,  fo  as  to  make  us  entertaining  company  for  each  o- 
ther,  without  being  miferable  when  we  are  neither  Vifit-    // 
ing  nor  vifited  ?  Can  you  bend  yowr  love  and  cfteem  and 
indifferenee  to  others  the  fame  way  as  Ido  mine  ?  Shall 
1  have  fo  much  power  in  your  heart,  or  you  fo  much  go-  / 
vernnfient  af  your  paffions,  ^s  to  grow  in  good  humour 
upon  my  approach,  though  provoked  by  a—  ?   Hayc 
you  fo  much  good-nature  as  to  endeavour  by  foft  words 
to  fnrfooth  any  rugged  humour  occaHoned  by  the  crofs 
accidents  of  life  ?    Shall  the  place  wherever  your  huf-     '' 
band  is  thrown,  be  more  wekomc  than  co«urta  and  cities 
without  him  ?  In  Ibort,  thefe  are  fomc  of  the  neccfiary 
methods  to  pleafc  men,  who,  like  me,  are  deep  read 
in  the  world;  and  to  a  perfol)  thiss  made,  I  fliouki  be 
proud  in  giving  all  due  returns  toward  making  h^r 
happy.     Thefe  are  the  qucllions  I  have  always  reiblvcd 
-to  propofe  to  her  with  whom  I  meant  to  pafs  tnf  lifei^ 
zu4  whenever  youcaci  hea^ti;ly'afjflfwer  them  in  jche  af- 
firmative^ 
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firmative,  I  £ball  be  blefTcd  to  have  you  in  thy  armii 
wichouc  regarding  whether  your  perfon  be  beautiful^  or 
your  fortune  large.  Cleanlioers  in  the  firft^  and  com-« 
petency  in  the  other,  is  all  I  look  for.  I  dcfire  indeed 
a  plentiful  revenue,  but  woiild  rather  it  (hould  be  of 
my  own ;  though  I  ihould  not  bear  from  a  wife  to  be 
reproached  for  the  greateft. 

**  I  have  faid  all  I  can  pofiibly  fay  in  anfwer  to  any 
part  of  your^lctter,  and  in  telling  you  my  clear  opt-* 
nion  as  to  matters  between  us.  I  fingled  you  out  at 
firft  from  the  reft  of  women  ;  and  I  expeft  not  to  be 
ufed  like  a  common  lover.  When  you  thinkfit  to  fend 
me  an  anfwer  to  this,  without '  ■  '  ,  I  fhall  then  ap-« 
prove  myfelf,  by  all  means  you  Aiall  commandj 

Madam, 

Your  moft  faithful  humble  fcrvant, 

JONATHAK  SwiF*.  , 

l^rom  the  contents  of  this  letter^  it  is  apparent,  th^J 
whatever  inclination  he  might  formerly  hav«  had  to  a 
union  with  this  Lady^,  it  was  now  much  changed  s  and 
Jiis  view  in  writing  it,  feems  evidently  to  have  been  to 
put  an  end,  to  the  connexion,  biit  in  fuch  a  way^  as 
that  the  refufal  might  come  from  the  La^y.  For  it  was 
impoffible  to  fuppofc  that  a  woman  of  any  fpirit  (aad 
.from  fome  hints  in  the  letter  fhe  feemed  to  have  rather 
more  than  came  to  her  fhare)  fliould  not  highly  rcfcrit 
fuch  an  unlover-lifce  epiftle,  written  in  fo  diftatorial  -a 
ftyle.  And  it  is  highly  probable  that  the  little  ftomach 
which  he  at  all  times  had  to  matrimony^  was  a  ftrangqf 
motive  io  breaking  off  the  match,  th^nany  of  thci 
newly  difcovered  faults  laid  to  her  charge.  jSis  ^t* 
tachmentto  this  Lady  was  in.c^onfequence  of  a  juvcnito 
paOiop  fiomodenced  when  hti  wa9  in  the  CoUeg^c    Sht 
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was  lifter  to  his  chamber-fellow  Mr.  Waryiig,  and  a 
familiar  intcrcpurfenacuralfy  followi^df  It  h  certain  a 
correfpondencc  bad  been  c^ried  on  between  thfrm  for 
fome  time  in  the  ftik  of  courc&ip  i  but  a  few  years  ab« 
fence  cobl'd  the  ardour  of  his  fiame^  whichj  together 
with  fon>e  circumftance^  alluded  to  in  ihe  above  letter, 
made  him  wifii  to  put  an  end  to  the  conne6fcion.  I  have 
in  my  poflTcffion  a  letter  of  his^  which  wa»  i^ever  yet 
printed,  addreffcd  to  the  Rev,  Mr.  Windef>  dated  fron^ 
Moor-park>  1098.  Wherein  fome  flight  mention  i* 
made  of  this  affair,  and  which  manifeftly  ibew»  his  in- 
difference at  that  time,  in  the  foUowrng  paffage  :  '^  I 
remember  thefc  letters  to  Eliza;  they  were  writ  in  mf 
youth.  Pray  burn  them.  You  mention  a  dangerous 
rival  for  an  abfent  lover  ^  but  I  muft  take  my  fortune* 
If  the  report  prdcceds^  pwy  infoim  nie.**  After  thefc 
we  have  no  memorial  remaining  of  his  being  attached 
to  any  of  the  fair  fex,  except  Mrs.  John£>n  and  Mif$^ 
Vanhomrigh,  known  to  the  world  by  the  celebrated 
names  of  Stella,  and  VaneiTa.  Wf  have  already  feen 
how  his  acquaintance  with  Stella  commenced  at  an^ 
early  period  of  her  life,  and, the  (hare  that  he  had  in 
training- her  up  to  that  degree  of  perfection  which  (he 
afterwards  reached*  It  is  no  wonder  that  his  a^mira^n 
tion  of  his  lovely  pupil  fhould  increafe  with  her  grow- 
ing perfeft'ions,  and  that  it  ibould  prcjfduce  the  ftrongeft 
attachment  to  one  of  the  fincft  pieces  of  naturc's'work- 
manfhip,  finifhed  and  polifhed  to  the  height  by  his  own 
hand.  But  though  his  alFedbion  for  her  daily  increa{ed> 
during  a  long  habitude  of  intercourfe  with  one  of  the 
mod:  charming  companions  in  the  world,  perfeStlgr 
fuited  in^all  points  to  his  tafte  and  humour,  yet  had  it 
DO  mixture  in  it  of  the  palTion  of  love,  but  was  rather 
the  tendernefsr  of  a  parent  to  a  favourite  child^ 
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His  condudb  might  have  made  him  ftyl'^j 
A  father,  and  the  nymph  his  child; 
That  innocent  delight  He  took 
To  fee  the  virgin  mind  her  book. 
Was  but  the  matter's  fecret  joy 
In  fchool  to  heat-  the  fineft  boy. 

Tor  the  truth  of  this  he  appeals  to  Stella  hcrfclf  lA 
toe  of  his  Poenls  addreffed  to  her, 

« 

Thou,  Stella,  weirt  no  Ibnggr  ydiing^ 
When  firft  for  thee  nriy  harp  I  itrurig ; 
<:  .V       '^  Without  one  'w^ord  of  Cupid*i  darts^ 

'    ^  ^  Of  killing  eyes,  or  bleeding  hearts  2 

With  friend  (hip  and  efteem  pofiefti 
I  ne'er  adnriitted  love  a  guell. 

Nor  was  there  any  thing  uncommon  in  this.  Wfe 
find  that  even  among  young  people  bred  up  together 
from  childhood,  the  pafllon  of  love  feldom  appears  1 
and  much  lefs  likely  is  it  to  take  place  whefe  there  is 
fuch  a  difparity  of  years.  It  has  been  alfeady  (hewAi 
what  punctilious  Caution  he  took  to  prevent  any  ap- 
ptarance  of  that  fort,  by  never  converfing  with  her  but 
in  the  prefence  of  a  third  perfon,  which  ^zs  lifually 
'  her  companion  Mrs.  Dinglcy*  But  not  long  after  h^r 
fettlement  in  Ireland,  he  gave  the  moft  Unequivocal 
proof  of  what  his  fentiments  were  with  regard  to  her 
on  that  point*  It  was  impoftible  that  fo  charming  an 
object  ihould  long  remain '  without  infpiring  fome  df 
her  beholders  with  love.  Accordingly  an  Intimate 
friend  of  Swift's,  of  the.  name  of  Tifdal,  not  undif- 
tinguilhed  for  learning  and  wit,  was  fo  captivated  with 
the  beauties  both  of  her  perfon  and  mind,  that  he'  paid 
his  addreifcs  to  her,  and  made  propofaU  of  marriage: 

th« 
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The  atGOuntof  this  tranfaftion,  and  the  part  that  Swifc 
bote  in  it,  is  fct  forth  at  large  in  the  following  letter 
writt€»  by  him  to  Tifdal  on  that  fubjeft. 

p^  Dr.  SWiFT  to  Mr.  Tisdal, 

London,  April  10,  1704. 

'*  Yesterday  corning  from  the  country  I  found  your 
ictter,  which  had  been  four  or  five  days  arrived,  and 
by  negleft  was  not  forwarded  as  it  ought.  You  have 
got  three  epithets  for  my  fotmer  letter,  which  I  believe 
are  all  unjuft :  you  fay  it  was  unfriendly,  unkind,  and 
unaccountable.  The  two  firft,  I  fuppofe,  may  pafs  but 
for  one,  faving  (as  Capt.  Fluellin  fays)  the  phfafe  is  a 
little  variations.  I  fhall  therefore  anfwer  thofe  two  as 
I  can ;  and  for  the  laft,  I  return  it  you  again  by  thefe 
prcfents,  afTuring  you,  that  there  is  more  unaccounta- 
bility  in  your  letter's  little  finger,  than  in  mine's  whole^ 
body.  And  one  ftrain  I  obfervc  in  it,  which  is  fre- 
quent enough;  you  taUc  in  a  myftical  fort  of  a  way, 
as  if  you  would'have  me  believe  I  had  fome  fi;reat  de- 
fign,  and  that  you  had  found  it  out :  your  phrafes  are, 
that  my  letcer  had  the  eflfeft  you  judge  I  defigned  j  that 
you  are  amazed  to  refleft  on  what  you  judge  the  caufc 
of  it;  and  wifti  it  may  be  in  your  power  to  love  and 
value  me  while  you  live,  l^c.  In  anfwer  to  all  this,  I 
might  with  good  pretence  enough  talk  ftarchly,  and  af- 
feft  ignorance  of  what  you  would  be  at ;  but  my  con- 
jefture  is,  that  you  think  I  obftruftcd  your  infinuation^s 
to  pleafe  my  own,  and  that  my  intentions  were  the  fame 
with  yours.  In  anfwer  to  all  which,  I  will  upon  my 
confcience  and  honour  tell  you  the  naked  truth.     Fir^ 

think  I  have  faid  to  you  before,  that  if  my  fortu^«* 
and  humour  ferved  me  to  think  of  that  ftate,  I  ihould 
ccrtainJy,  among  all  perfons  on  earth,  make  your  choice; 

S     ^  becaufe 
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-becaufe  I  never  faw  that  perfon  whofe  converfatiotT  1 
entirely  valued  but  her's;  this  was  th^  utmoft  I  ever 
gave  way  to.  .  And,  fecondly,  I  muft  affure  you  fin^- 
cerely,  that  this  regard  of  mine  never  once  entered  to 
be  an  impediment  to  you  ;  but  I  judged  it  would,  per- 
haps, be  a  clog  to  your  rifing  in  the  world ;  arid  I  did 
not  conceive  you  were  then  rich  enough  to  make  your- 
felf  and  her  happy  and  eafy.  But  that  objedtion  is  now 
quite  removed  by  what  you  have  at  prefent;  and  by 
the  aflfurances  of  Eaton's  livings.  I  told  you  indeed, 
that  your  authority  was  not  fufficieiit  to  make  overtures 
to  the  mother,  without  the  daughter's  giving  me  leave 
under  her  own  or  her  friend's  hand,  which,  I  think, 
,was  a  right  and  a  prudent  ftep.  However^  I  told  the 
mother  immediately,  and  fpoke  with  all  th€  advantages 
you  deferve.  But  theobjeftjon  of  your  fortune  being 
removed,  I  declare  I  have  no  other;,  nor  ftiall  any  con-' 
fidcration  of  my  own  misfortune,  in  lofing  fo  good  a 
friend  and  companion  as  her,  prevail  on  me  againft  her 
interefl  and  fettlcment  in  the  world,  fince  it  is  held  fo 
necefiary  and  convenient  a  thing  for  Ladies  to  marry; 
and  that  time  takes  off  from  i;he  luftre  of  virgins  in  all 
QCher  e^yes  but  mine.  I  appeal  to  my  letters  to  herfclf, 
.whether  1  was  your  friend  or  not  in  the  whole  concern  j 
though  the  part  I  defigned  to  a6t  in  it  was  purely  paf- 
five,  which  is  the  utmoft  I  v/iil  ever  do  in  things  of  this 
nature,  to  avoid  all  reproach  of  any  ill  confequence, 
that  may.  enfue  in  the  variety  of  worldly  accidents. 
Nay  I  went  fo  far  both  to  her  mother,  herfclf,  and,  I 
think  to  you,  as  to  fay  it  could  not  be  decently  broken i 
.fince  I  fuppofed  the  town  had  got  it  in  their  tongues, 
and  therefore  I  thought  it  could  not  rnifcarry  without 
fome  difadvantage  to  the  Lady's  credit.  1  have  always 
dcfcribed  her  to  vou  in  a  manner  different  from  thofc, 
who  would  bcdifcouragingi  and  muftadd,  that  though 

it 
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it  Jiath  come  in  my  Way  t6  converfc  with  perfons  of  the 
firft  rank,  and  of  that  fcx;  more  than  is  ufual  to  men 
of  roy  level,  and  of  dur  funftion ;  yet  I  have  no  where 
met  with  a  humour,  a  wit,  or  conVerfation  fo  agrees 
able,  a  better  portion  of  good  fenfe,  ofr  a  triier  judg- 
inent  of  men  and  things,  I  nrtean  here  in  England;  (ot 
as  to  the  Ladies  of  Ireland^  I  am  a  perfe6t  ftranger. 
As  to  her  fortune;  I  thinK  you  know  it  already;  and,  if 
you  refunie  ydur  defigns,  and  would  have  farther  intel- 
ligence, I  fhall  fend  you  a  particular  account, 

I  give  you  joy  of  your  good  fortunes,  and  envy  very 
tnuch  your  prudence  and  temper,  and  love  of  peace 
and  fettlementi  the  reverfe  of  which  hath  been  the 
great  uheafihefs  of  my  life,  and  is  likely  to  continue  fa- 
And  what  is  the  refult  ?  En  quels  tonje^imus  agros  !  I  find 
nothing  but  the  ^obd  words  and  wifhes  of  a  decayed 
Miniftry,  whofe  lives  and  mine  will  probably  wear  out 
before  they  can  ferve  either  my  little  hopes,  or  their 
own  ambition.  Therefore  I  arti  refolded  fuddenly  to 
retire,  like  a  difcontented  courtier,  and  ventmyfelf  in 
ftudy  and  fpeculatibni  till  my  own  hunrjour,  or  the 
fee ne  here,  (hall  change/V 

I  have  here  iriferted  the  whole  of  this  letter,  both  as 
it  contains  a  candid  difplay  of  Swift's  fentiments  on  this 
occafion,  and  is  a  ftrong  confutation  of  the  account 
given  of  it  by  his  relation  Deane  Swiftj  in  his  Effay, 
&c.  part  of  which  1  fhall  here  tranfcribe,  where  fpeak- 
ing  of  Mn  Tifdal  he  fays-^^*  This  Gentleman  declared 
his  paffion,  and  made  her  propofals  of  marriage.  Now 
whether  it  was  artifice  in  Mrs^  Johnfon  to  rouze  affec- 
tions in  the  adamantine  heart  of  her  admired  objeft ; 
or  whether  it  was  a  reach  of  policy  in  Dr.  Swift,  to  ac- 
quaint Mrs.  Johnfon  by  fuch  indirc6l  means  that  he 
had  no  intention  of  engaging  himfeif  in  a  married  life; 
or  whether  in  truth  there  was  any  kind  of  artifice  ufed 

S  a  on 
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on  cither  fide,  I  proteft  I  am  wholly  a  ftranger^  €^ft-rt» 
Mrs.  Johnfan  difcovcrcd  no  repugnancy  to  the  oiatcb^ 
but  ftill  fhc  would  be  advifed  by  Doftor  Swift.  The 
Podtor,  perhaps,  loth  to  be  feparated  from  fo  delightful 
a  companion,  threw  an  obftacle  in  the  way  that  was  not 
to  be  furmounted.  This  Gentleman  had  a  benefice  in 
the  church  of  a  confiderable  value^  about  a  hundred 
miles  -from  Dublin,  which  required  his  attendance, 
Pr.  Swifr,  in  order  to  bring  matters  to  a  final  iflue, 
made  him  an  overture  that  he  ihould  fettle  upon  his 
.wife  a  hundred  pounds  a  ye^  for  pin-iponey»  The 
lover  indeed,  although  extremely  captivated,  wi^  the 
charms  of  his  miftrefs^  was  by  no  means  delighted  with 
this  propofal;  he  defired  however  that  he  might  have  a 
night's  time  to  confider  of  it ;  and  the  next  morning^ 
contrary  to  expedlation,  he  agreed  to  the  terms.  Swift, 
never  at  a  lofs  for  fome  uncommon  flight  qf  imagina* 
tion>  infifted  farther  that  he  Ihould  live  in  Dublin^  an^ 
keep  a  coach  for  his  wife.  The  Gentleman  had  mor^ 
honour  than  to  promife  wbajt  be  could  not  perform  f 
the  match  was  accordingly  broken  off:  in  a  fhort  time 
after  the  Doftor's  friend  married  a  woman  of  family^ 
and  there  was  an  end  of  the  affair."  In  what  a  mean 
felfifh  light  does  this  fabricated  account  place  Swift! 
how  different  from  the  genuine  one  delivered  by  himr 
felf  t  and  that  too  drawn  up  by  a  kinfman,  who  writ 
profefTedly  to  vindicate  his  charafter.  But  the  match 
was  not  broken  off  by  any  artifice  of  Swift's,  to  which 
he  was  at  all  times  fuperior.  The  refufal  came  from 
Mrs.  Johnfon'herfclf,  who,  though  (he  might  at  firft 
have  ihewn  no  repugnance  to  it»  probably  with  a  view 
to  found  Swift's  fentimerits>  and  bring  him  to  fome 
explanation  with  regard  to  her;  yet  when  it  came  to 
the  point,  fiie  could  not  give  up  the  hope  long  nouri0i« 
ed  in  her  bofom,  of  being  one  day  united  tq  the  objed 

of 
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cff  h^  Vii^im  heart,  and  whom  (be  confidered  as  the 
flrfl:  of  mankinds  From  that  tiflie  we  do  not  find  that 
&t  ever  encouraged  any  other  addrcfTcs^  and  her  life 
feefmed  wholly  devoted  to  hioFi*  She  paiTed  her  days 
from  the  year  1703  to  1710,  in  the  moft  perfed  repre* 
nMlCy  without  any  other  enjoyment  in  life  but  what  ihe 
fowAd  in  the  i^eafure  of  his  fociety,  or  in  reading. 
Thdir  mode  of  living  was  this :  when  the  Do<5bor  was 
^lb(ent  on  his  vidt^  to  England^  ihe  and  her  companion 
took  up  their  refidence  at  his  parfonage  houfe  at  Lara* 
cor»  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Trim>  a  fmall  town  about 
ao  milc$  diftant  from  Dublin.  When  he  returned,  they 
either  retired  to  a  lodging  at  Trim,  or  were  hofpitably 
received  in  the  houfe  of  Dr.  Raymond,  Vicar  of  that 
pariih.  Swift  grew  fo  enamoured  of  this  courfe  of  life, 
that  he  feemcd  to  wilh  for  nothing  rtidste  than  a  conti- 
nuance of  it.  The  charming  fociety  and  delightful 
converfation  of  the  amiable  and  accompliflied  Stella, 
bad,  by  long  habitude,  become  eflential  to  his  happfr 
ncfe^  and  made  him  lofe  all  relifh  for  every  other  enjoy* 
ment  of  life,  when  abfent  from  her.  All  the  more  vi* 
gorous  fpripgs  of  his  nfiind  were  relaxed  and  loft  their 
tone ;  and  even  the  powerful  paffions  of  ambition,  and 
defire  of  wealth,  were  wholly  abforbcd  in  this  truly  vo» 
Iviptuous  ftate,  wherein  was  conftantly  mixed 

The  feaft  of  rcafon,  and  the  flow  of  foul. 

A  ftate  of  true  epicurean  happinefs,  and  a  fourcc  of 
pleafures  beyond  the  conception  of  the  fenfualift,  which, 
far  from  cloying^  ftill  encreafe  by  enjoyment,  and 
which  can  only  be  the  portion  of  the  more  exalted 
minds,  and  refined  fpirits  of  this  world.  It  is^  cer- 
tain that  Swift's  foul  was  fo  intangled  by  thefe  charms,, 

of  a  different  kind  indeed,  but  not  Icfe  powerful  than 

S  3  thofe 
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thofe  of  Circe,  that  it  was  with  the  utmoft  rcluftanee  h© 
difengaged  himfelf  from  them,  though  but  for  a  ihori 

-  time ;  nor  could  any  thing  butafcnfc  of  duty,  and  a  dcfire 
of  ferving  the  church,  make  him  accept. of  a  commiffion 
for  that  purpofe,  which  occafioned  his  journey  to  London 
in  September,  1710.  In  his  firft  letter  to  Mrs.  Johnfon, 
on  his  arrival  at  Chefter,  he  fays— *^  I  am  perfeftly  refolved 
to  return  as  foon  as  1  have  done  my  commiQion,  whether 
it  fucceeds  or  not.  I  never  went  to  England  with  fo  little 
dcfire  in  my  life."  In  the  January  following  he  fays-n 
*'  Farewell,  deareft  beloved  MD,  and  love  poor  poor 
Prefto*,  who  has  not  had  one  happy  day  fince  he  left  you, 
as  hope  faved.  It  is  the  laft  fally  I  (hall  ever  make,  but 
1  hope  it  will  turn  to  fome  account.  I  woulcl  make  MD 
^nd  me  eafy,  and  I  never  defired  more."  And  in  fome 
months  after,  K%  exprefles  his  impatience  of  this  long 
abfence  in  the  ftrongeft  terms  i  where  addreffing  himfelf 
to  Stella,  he  fays-—'*  You  fay  you  are  not  fplenetick; 

but  if  you  be,  faith  you  will  break  poor  Prcfto's , 

I  won't  fay  the  reft;  but  I  vow  tp  God,  if  I  could  de- 
cently  come  over  now,  I  would,  and  leave  all  fchemes  of 
politics  and  ambition  for  ever."  In  the  whole  courfe  of 
his  letters  it  appears  that  not  all  the  homage  paid  him  by 
the  great,  the  fociety  of  the  choicefl:  fpirits  of  the  age, 
and  the  friend{l)ip  of  fome  of  the  worthieft  chara^ers  of 
both  fexes-,  not  the  daily  increafe  and  fpreading  of  his 
fame,  and  the  moft  flattering  profpefts  before  him  of  for- 
tune and  preferment,  could  compenfate  for  the  want  of 
that  companion,  who  was  the  fupreme  delighf  of  his  heart. 
Jn  the  midft  of  all  thefe  he  tells  her,  that  his  beft  days 
here  are  trafh  to  thofe  which  he  pafTed  with  her.     In  order 

.  to  foften  in  fome  meafure  the  rigour  of  abfence,  he  had 
fettled  a  plan  at  partings  that  they  (hould  keep  a  regulap 
journal,  in  which  they  fliould  fet  down  the  tranfadtion^ 

•  MD  ftands  for  Stella,  and  Prefto  for  Swift, 
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tif  the  day,  and  once  a  fortnight  tranfmit  it  to  each  other. 
The  writing  and  receiving  of  thefe  confiituted  the  chief 
pleafare  of  his  life  during  his  refidence  in  England.  It 
was  his  firft  employment,  when' he  awoke  in  the  morning; 
the  laft,  before  he  clofed  his  eyes  at  night.  He  makes 
frequent  mention  of  the  great  fati5fa(3:ion  he  fipds  in  this 
kind  of  intercourfe.  In  his  Journal,  January  i6,  1711, 
he  fays—"  Prefto's  at  home,  God  help  him,  every  night 
from  fix  till  bed-time,  and  has  as  little  enjoyment  or  plea- 
fUre  in  life  at  prefent,  as  any  body  in  the  world,  although 
in  full  favour  with  all  the  Miniftry.  As  hope  faved,  no- 
thing givies  Prefto  any  fort  of  dream  of  happinefs,  but  a 
letter  now  and  then  from  his  own  deareft  MD.  I  love 
the  expectation  of  it,  and  when  it  does  not  come,  1  com- 
fort myfelf  that  I  have  it  yet  to  be  happy  with.  Ye$ 
faith,  and  when  I  write  to  MD,  I  am  happy  too:  it  is 
juft,  methinks,  as  if  you  were  here,  and  I  prating  to  you, 
and  telling  you  where  I  have  been,"  ^c.  And  in 
another  place  *^  When  I  find  you  are  happy  or  merry 
tjhere,  it  makes  me  (p  here,  and  I  can  hardly  imagine 
you  abfent  when  I  am  reading  your  letter,  or  writing 
to  you.  No  faith,  you  are  juft  here  upon  this  little 
paper,  and  therefore  I  fee  and  talk- with  you  every  even^ 
ipg  conftantly,  and  fometimes  in  the  morning,"  l^c. 

This  mode  of  intercourfe,  during  their  feparation, 
wa?  adopted  by  him  upon  the  fame  cautious  principle, 
by  which  he  regulated  his  conduct  toward^  her,  when 
he  livi^d  \n  the  fame  place  with  her.  As  he  had  never 
trufted  bimf|?lf  alone  with  her  then,  but  always  con- 
ycrfed  with  her^  a3  was  bfrfore  obferved,  in  the  prcfence 
of  fome  third  perfon,  fo  his  Journals  were  conftantly 
addrcfled  tp  both  Ladies,  and  were  anfwered  by  both 
in  the  fame  letter.^  Had  he  entered  into  a  feparare  cor-, 
refpondence  with  Mrs.  Johnfon,  it  would  be  har^^ly  pof- 
fible  to  avoid  coming  to  Tome  cxplanatipn>  that  mu(^ 
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either  have  ended  in  an  abfolute  engagement/  or  pat  s 
period  to  all  expedition  of  that  fort :  both  which,  from 
fbrne  maxims  laid  down  by  him,  it  was  his  b^finefs  to 
avoid.     In  this  way  of  writing  too,  he  might  give  a 
Jobfc  to  all  exprcffions^  of  endearoient  and  tendernefs, 
with  which  his  heart  overflowed  for  one  of  the  objcfls, 
without  at  the  fame  time  giving  her  a  right  to  apply 
ihcm  folely  to  herfelf,  as  they  were  addreflcd  to  both. 
Accordingly  we  find,  interfperfed  through  the  Journal, 
feveral  paffagcs  containing  the  warmeft  eflFufions  of  af-^ 
feftion,  which  the  utmoft  fcnfibility  of  heart  could  pour 
forth.     Among  many  others,  I  (hall  quote  a  few  of 
thefe,  as  they  occur  in   the  early  part  of  his  Journal. 
**  And  fo  you  kept  Prefto's  little  birth-day,  I  warrant ; 
would  to  God  I  had  been  prefent  at  the  health,  rather 
than  here,  where  I  have  no   manner  of  pleafure,  no-* 
thing  but  eternal  bufinefs  on  my  hands,     I  (hall  grow 
tvife  in  time,  but  no  more  of  that:  only  I  fay,  Amcn^^ 
with  my  heart  and  vitals,  that  we  may  never  be  afunder 
again,    ten  daysi  together,  while  poor  Prcfto  lives.'*^ 
"  Do  as  you  pleafe,  and  love  poor  Prefto,  that  loves 
M.  D.  better  than  his  life,  a  thoufand  million  of  times.** 
**  You  are  welcome  as  my  blood  to  every  farthing  I 
have  in  the  world  5   and  all  that  grieves  me  is,  I  am 
not  richer,  for  MD's  fake,  as  hope  faved/*     *^  Fare- 
well, my  deareft  lives,  and  delights ;  1  love  you  better 
than  ever,  if  poflible,  as  hope  favcd  I  do,   and  ever 
will.     God  Almighty  blefs  you   ever,  and   make  us 
happy  together;  I  pray  for  this  twice  every  day,  and  I 
hope  God  will  hear  my  poor  hearty  prayers/*  **  1  will  fay 
no  more,  but  beg  you  to  be  eafy  till  fortune  takes  her 
eourfe,  and  to  believe  that  MD*s  felicity  is  the  grea^ 
end  I  aim  at  in  all  my  purfuits."*    Though  exprefRons 
of  this  fort  are  in  general  addreffed  to  both  thefe  Ladiies^ 
yet  it  is  certain  that  Mrs.  Johnfon  muft  have  confidercd 
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Iftcm  as  meant  only  to  herftlfj  for  rhe  other  Ladf^^ 
Mrs,  Dingley,  was  far  from  meriting  any  fbarc  in 
Swift's  cftecm  or  afFeftion.  She  was  merely  one  of  the 
common  run  of  women,  of  a  middling  underftandingi 
without  knowledge  or  tafte ;  and  fo  entirely  felfilh,  as 
to  be  incapable  of  any  fincere  friendfiiip,  or  warm  at- 
lachment.  In  Ihort,  Ihe  was  perfeftly  calculated  to 
anfwer  Swift's  purpofes  in. the  poll  fhe  occupied,  that 
of  an  ihfeparable  companion  to  Mrs.  Johnfon :  and  the 
narrownefs  of  her  circumftances,  which  confifted  only 
of  an  annuity  of  twenty^feven  pounds  a  year,  too  Utdie 
to  fupport  her  without  the  afliftance  of  a  yearly  allow- 
ance from  Swift,  kept  her  in  a  fixed  ftate  of  depend- 
ence, and  conformity  to  bis  will.  No  wonder  thew- 
fore  that  Mrs.  Johnfon  always  entertained  cxpeftatioas 
that  Swift  would  ofier  her  his  hand,  as  foon  as  a  fu.fl5- 
^ient  encreafe  of  fortune  would  enable  him  to  do  it, 
with  prudence.  While,  on  the  other  hand.  Swift  caw- 
lioufly  avoided  any  declaration  of  that  fort,  whkh 
might  be  conftrued  into  a  promife,  and  left  himfclf  at 
liberty  to  interpret  his  ftrongeft  expreflions  of  attach- 
ment, as  proceeding  wholly  from  friendfhip,  ancj  a 
warnfith*  of  pure  afFeftion,  which  had  been  encrealing 
from  her  early  agc^  and  fettled  into  what  might  be  con- 
fidered  as  a  parental  fondnefs.  To  enter  thoroug  bly 
into  the  motives  of  this  conduft,  we  are  to  recollje^ 
that  Swift'  always  had  in  rcmembranGe  the  imprudent 
match  made  by  his  father,  which  left  his  widow  ;tnd 
izhildren  in  fo  defolate  a  condition.  The  miferiea  he 
bad  fuffered  during  a  long  ftate  of  dependence,  erco 
to  an  advanced  period  of  his  life,  made  fo  deep  an  iim-  i^ 
prei&onon  his  mind,  that  he  determined  never  to  ma>rry, 
unlefs  his  fortune  were*  ftreh,  as  might  enable  hin  i  to 
make  a  fuitable  provifion  for  his  wife,  or  any  off&pi  "ing 
be  might  have  by  her.  *   As*  he  had  no  great  propenifity 
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to  the  marriage  ftate,  on  feveral  a*ccounts  before-men- 
tioned, he  found  no  difficulty  in  keeping  this  refolu-* 
lion  5  yet  it  is  highly  probable,  at  the  time  of  his  wri- 
ting this  part  of  the  Journal,  he  had  a  diftant  view  of 
being  united  fome  time  or  other  in  the  bands  of  wed- 
lock to  Mrs.  Johnfon,  whenever  his  expeded  prefer- 
ment in  the  Church,  and  fufficient  increafe  of  fortune 
fliould  render  it  eligible.  For,  though  he  might  him- 
fcif  have  been  perfedbly  content  to  have  paflcd  the  reft, 
of  his  life  with  her,  in  the  fame  manner  as  before,  on 
the  pure  Platonic  fyftem ;  yet  it  could  not  efcape  his  pe- 
netration, that  fhe  had  other  views,  and  felt  a  paffioa 
for  him  not  quite  fo  refined.  And  the  charms  of  her 
fociety  had  becorne  fo  cflential  to  his  happinefs,  that 
rather  than  run  a  rifk  of  lofing  it,  he  would  purchafe 
it  even  at  the  price  of  matrimony,  provided  it  could  be 
done  confiftendy  with  the  unalterable  refolution  he  had 
laid  down. 

But  while  Swift's  thoughts  were  thus  (employed,  and 
all  his  views  in  life  tended  to  this  point,  as  to  their  cen- 
ter, an  event  happened  which  unhinged  his  mind,  and 
filled  his  bofom  with  a  difturbance,  which  all  his  phi- 
lofophy  could  never  calm,  and  which  was  the  fource  of 
much  difquiet  to  him  ever  after  in  life.  This  arofe 
from  that  all-powerful  paffion,  which  the  greateft  heroeSji 
and  moft  renowned  fages,  have  not  been  able  to  with-' 
ftand,  I  mean,  love.  Hitherto  he  had  been  fo  much 
upon  his  guard  againft  that  dangerous  paffion,  that  he 
was  invulnerable  to  all  its  open  attacks,  even  in  the 
prince  of  youth ;  but  now  in  his  advanced  age,  be- 
trayed by  the  confidence  which  that  infpired,  he  was 
taken  by  furprife.  Among  the  great  number  of  his 
friends  in  London,  whofe  doors  were  always  open  to 
him,  there  wa^  none  whofe  houfe  he  fo  cqnftantly  frc- 
ijuented  as  that  of  Mrs.  Vanhomrjgh,  which  he  rnad^ 
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ufc  of  as  if  it  were  his  home.  This  Lady  had  two 
daughters  j  the  cldeft^  foon  became  a  great  favourite  of 
his^  as,  by  his  own  account,  flic  was  poflefled  of  crery 
good  quality,  and  adorned  with  every  accompliftiment 
f  hat  could  render  her  one  of  the  mofl:  perfcd  of  her  fcx. 
As  one  of  the.poftor*s  grcateft  delights  was,  to  culti- 
vate the  minds  of  youth,  particularly  females,  he  todc 
upon  himfelf  the  office  of  her  Preceptor,  to  diredb  her 
in  her  ftudies,  and  inftil  into  her  mind  the  principles  of 
virtue,  and  feeds  of  knowledge.  Her  capacity  for 
learning  Was  fuch,  that  ihe  imbibed  his  inftrudions 
fatter  thap  he  could  give  tliem  ^  and  her  application 
was  fo  great^  th^t  in  lefs  than  two  years^  flie  made  fuch 
a  progrefs  as  attoniflied  him.  But  about  that  timeiic 
flifcovered  ^  ftrange  alteration  in  her.  She  no  longer 
delighted  in  books,  no  longer  was  attentive  to  his  lec- 
tures. The  frequent  inftances  he  perceived  of  her  ab- 
fence  of  mind,  fliewcd  that  her  thoughts  were  roving 
jibout  fomethipg  elfe,  which ,  Ihe  had  more  at  heart. 
Upon  enquiring  into  the  caufe  of  this,  flie  ingenuouiljr 
owned  her  paflion  for  him^  and  that  her  whole  foul  was 
occupied,  not  about  his  precepts,  but  her  Preceptor 
himfelf.  Nothing  could  have  aftoniflied  the  Dodor 
more,  or  thrown  his  mind  into  fuch  a  ftatc  of  agita- 
tion, as  an  unexpefted  declaration  of  that  fort.  He 
|ias  given  us  a  lively  pidlure  of  what  paffed  there  on  the 
pccafion,  in  the  following  lines : 

Gadenus  felt  within  him  rife 
Shame,  difappointment,  guilt,  furprife. 
He  knew  not  how  to  reconcile 
Such  language  with  her  ufual  ftyle : 
And  yet  her  words  were  fo  expreft. 
He  could  not  hope  ftie  fpoke  in  jeft. 
His  thoughts  had  wholly  been  confin'd 
^o  fprm  and  cultivate  her  mind, 

He 
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He  hardly  knew;  till  he  Was  toM, 
Whether  the  nymph  were  yoting  *r  oW  j 
Had  met  her  in  a  pub! id  pkee^ 
Without  dirftingaiihing  her  fece. 
Much  lefs  could  hi^  dedtiniAg  agd 
Vawfss a's  earlieft  thotvghils  engage : 
And  if  her  youth  indlffireiice  met> 
His  perfbn  nniuft  contempt  beget. 
Or  grant  her  paflSon  be  &ACtre, 
<     How  fhall  his  innocence  be  clear  ? 
Appearances  were  all  fo  ftrong. 
The  World  muft  think  him  in  the  Wrong' | 
Who'd  fay,  he  maide  a  treacherous  »fo 
'   Of  wit,  to  flatter  and  fedfoce : 
The  town  would  fwcar  he  had  betray^^ 
By  magic  fpells^  the  harmlefs  maid ; 
And  every  beau  would  have  his  jokes^ 
That  fcholars  were  like  other  folks  j 
And  when  Platonic  flights  are  over^ 
The  tutor  turns  a  mortal  lover : 
So  tender  of  the  young  and  fair ! 
It  fhew'd  a  true  paternal  care  : 
Five  thoufand  guineas  id  her  purfe  f 
The  Doflior  might  have  fancy'd  Worfc, 

In  his  firft  furprife  at  her  extraordinary  declaracion^i 
he  tried  to  turn  it  off  by  raillery,  treating  it  as  a  thing 
fpoken  only  in  jeft ;  but  when  a  woman  has  once  bro- 
ken through  the  reftraint  of  decorum,  the  eftabliihed 
barrier  between  the  fexes,  fo  far  as  to  begin  the  attack, 
flie  is  not  eafily  to  be  repulfed.  She  in  ftronger  terms 
both  avowed  and  juftified  her  pafTion  for  him,  by  fuch 
arguments  as  muft  be  highly  flattering  to  his  felf-love. 
Of  the  imprcflion  which  thcfe  made  on  bim,  he  gives 
the  following  account  in  thf  fame  Poem : 
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Cadenus^  to  hh  grief  and  Iharoe, 
Could  fcarcc^  oppofe  Van355Sa'j  flame  | 
Aad  tho'  h^  ar^uajeats  wcjr^  ftrong^ 
At  leaft  could  hsitdly  with  tkpm  wrongs 
Howc'v  it  .cam<?3  he  oould  not  ttll. 
But  fure  Jhc  wvcr  talk'd  fo  well* 
His  pride  began  to  interpofe, 
Freferr'd  b(&rf  a  crpwd  pf  jjie^yx  > 
Sq  bright  a  nymph  tp  coiqe  MnfQUgbr> 
Such  wonders  by  his  ipffrit  wropghtj 
•Tis  merit  mu^  with  her  prevail^ 
He  never  knew  het*  judgment  fail ; 
She  noted  all  Ifae  ever  rcad^  ■ 

And  had  a  moft'difcerning  head. 

'Tis  an  old  maxim  in  the  fcbools^ 
That  flattery's  the  food  of  fools : 
Yet,  now  and  then,  your  men  of  wit 
Will  condcfcend  to  pick  a  bit. 
So  when  Cadenus  could  not 'bide. 
He  chofc  to  juftify  his  pride ; 
Conftruing  the  paffion  (he  had  fliewn. 
Much  to  her  praife,  more  to  his  own. 
Nature,  in  him,  had  merit  plac'dat 
In  her,  a  mod  judicious  tafte. 

Having  thus  artfully  brought  over  his  pride  and 
fdf-lovc  to  her  party,  and  corrupted  his  judgment  by 
the  moft  flattering  arguments,  the  Lady  found  no 
difficulty  to  make  a  conquefl:  of  his  now  unguarded 
heart,  which,  however  relu6lantly,  he  was  obliged  to 
furrendcr  at  difcretion.  He  now  for  the  firfl:  time  felt 
what  the  paffion  of  love  was,  with  all  its  attendant  fymp- 
toms,  which  he  had  before  known  only  from  dcfcription, 
and  which  he  was  now  enabled  to  dcfcribe  himfelf  in 
the  ftrongcft  colours ; 

Love  1 
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Love !  why  do  we  one  paffion  call, 
When^^tis  a  compound  of  them  all  ? 
Where  hot  and  cold,  where  fharp  and  fwcetf 
In  all  their  equipages  meet: 
Where  pleafur'es  mix'd  with  pains  appear, 
-  Sorrow  with  joy,  and  hope  with  fear. 

To  his  lot  indeed  there  fell  a  much  greater  propor^- 
tion  of  the  bitter  ingredients,  than  of  the  fwccts  of 
love*    He  might  fay  with  Othello, 

Oh  now  for  ever 
Farewel  the  tranquil  mind,  farewel  content  \ 

All  the  pleaGng  fcenes  of  fober  fedate  happinefi^ 
which  he  had  formed  to  himfclf  for  the  reft  of  his*  daysy 
in  the  fociety  of  Stella,  were  now  overfhadowed  and  e- 
clipfed  by  the  intervention  of  a  brighter  objed,  which 
promifed  pleafures  of  a  more  rapturous  kind.  And  yet 
they  were  pleafures,  >yhich,  in  his  hours  of  cooler  reflec- 
tion, he  could  never  hope  to  tafte.  Any  idea  of  marri- 
age  muft  have  appeared,  from  the  great  difparity  of  years, 
as  well  as  many  other  reafons,  to  the  laft  degree  prepof- 
terous.  Befides,  though  he  never  had  entered  into  any 
dire6b  engagement  of  that  fort  with  Mrs.  Johnfon,  yet  by 
inany*  expreffions  in  his  letters  before  quoted,  almoft 
tantamount  to  an  engagement,  and  his  whole  conduct  to- 
wards her,  he  gave  her  juft  grounds  to  expefl:,  that  if 
ever  he  did  marry,  (he  fhould  be  his  choice.  He  could 
not  therefore  have  given  preference  to  another,  without 
being  charged  with  cruelty  and  injuftice.  And  as  to  any 
illicit  commerce  between  them,  he  never  could  have  en- 
tertained a  thought  of  that,  without  firft  facrificing  all 
the  principles  of  honour,  morality,  and  religion,  by  which 
his  whole  conduft  in  life  had  hitherto  been  governed. 
In  this  critical  (icuation,  he  had  but  one  wife  courfe  to 
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take,  in  order  to  enfure  his  future  peace,  which  was  to 
cfcape  the  danger  by  flight,  and  breaking  off  all  corre- 
fpondence  with  the  Lady.  But  whether  through  too 
great  confidence  in  his  ftrength,  or  giving  way  to  the  ir- 
rcfiftibie  force  of  her  attradtion,  he  remained  in  the  peri- 
lous fituation  of  a  conftant  intercourfe  with  her,  which 
daily  contributed  to  fan  their  mutual  flames. 

The  date  of  the  commencement  of  this  adventure, 
may  be  traced  almoft  to  a  certainty,  by  examining  the  lat- 
ter part  of  Swift's'  Journal,  in  which,  from  March  171a 
to  the  end,  there  is  a  remarkable  change  in  his  manner 
of  writing  to  the  two  Ladies.     We  no  longer  find  there 
any  of  what  he  called,  ibe  little  language,  the  playful 
failles  of  an  undifguifed  heart,  to  a  bofom  friend ;  no 
more  expreflions  of  tendernefs,  and  cordial  aflfe^ion ;  no 
repinings  at  his   long  continued   abfence ;    nor  ardent 
wilhes  for  their  fpeedy  meeting  again  ;  but  on  the  con- 
trary, we  fee  nothing  but  a  dry  Journal  continued  out  of 
form,  made  up  of  trifling  incidents,  news,  or  politics, 
without  any  thing  in  the  matter,  or  exprefllon,  at  all  in- ' 
terefting  to  the  parties  addrefled.     And  now  infl:ead  of 
that  eager  folicitude  to  return,  which  he  had  formerly  fo  ' 
frequently  and  fo  earneftly  declared,  he  contents  himfelf 
with  cold  excufes  for  his  long  continuance  in  London, 
And  juft  before  his  fetting  out  for  Ireland,  in  order  to 
take  pofliefllon  of  his  Deanery,  he  writ  a  formal  letter  of 
bufinefs  to  Mrs.  Dingley,  May  16,  171 3,  in  which  he 
makes  no  mention  of  Stella,  nor  exprelles  the  leafl:  fatis- 
faftioo  at  his  near  expedtation  of  feeing  them  again.     Cn 
his  arrival  there,  infteadof  the  joy  and  tranfport,  to  which 
he  had  once  looked  forward,  on  being:  re-united  to  the 
objeft  of  all  his  wi(hes,  after  fo  long  a  fcparation,  the 
whole  fcence  was  changed  to  cold  indiiFerence,  or  gloomy 
melancholy.     In  a  letter   to  Mifs  Vanhomrigh,    dated 
from   Laracor,    July  8,  1713,   he  .f:;iys,    '*  At   my  firft 
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coming*  I  thought  I  (faould  have  died  with  difcontent  \ 
and  was  horribly  melaidchoiy  whUe  they  were  inftalling 
me,  but  it  begins  to  wear  oj9r,  and  change  to  dubefs.^ 
Who  that  jrad  die  former  part  of  his  Journal  to  Stella^ 
jreplete  with  fuch  ardent  wilhes  for  their  meeting  again 
never  to  part  nx>re»  as  the  coofumrnation  of  all  his  views 
of  happinefs  b  life»  could  have  expe&cd  fuch  a  xJiange  ? 
And  who  does  not  now  fee  the  true  caufe  of  that  change  ? 
In  this  uoeafy  fituation^  we  .may  (bppcfe  it  was  not 
wiili  much  relu£tance  he  obeyed  the  call  of  his  friends^ 
so  return  immediately  to  E^igland^  ia  order  to  make  up 
a  new  breach  between  the  Miniilers,  which  threatened 
ruin  to  the  party*  Though  this  was  the  oftenfible  caufe 
of  his  fudden  departure,  yet  perhaps  there  was  mettlt 
mor^  attraSiive  which  drew  him  over  at  that  time. 

Soon  after  his  arrival,  be  wrote  that  beautiful  Poem 
called  Cadenus  and  Vanefla.  His  firft  dedgn  in  this 
ieems  to  have  been  to  break  oiF  the  coimeftion  in  the 
politeft  manner  poITible,  and  put  an  end  to  any  expeft^ 
tions  the  Lady  might  have  formed  of  a  future  union  be- 
tween them*  To  foftcn  the  har(hnefs  of  a  refufal  of  her 
'  proffered  hand,  the  greateft  of  mortifications  to  a  woman^ 

young,  beautiful)  and  polTefied  of  a  good  fortune,  he 
painted  all  her  perfcftions  both  of  body  and  mind,  in 

fuch  glowing  colours,  as  muft  at  Icaft  have  highly  grati* 
fied  her  vanity^  and  (hewn  that  he  was  far  from  being  in- 
fenfible  to  her  charms,  though  prudence  forbad  his  yield- 
ins  to  his  inclinations*  However  determined  he  miorhc 
be  at  the  commeacement  of  the  Poem,  he  kept  his  rcfi)- 
lution  but  ill  in  the  profecution  of  it.  Happy  had  it  been 
both  for  him  and  her,  had  he  concluded  it  with  a  denial 
in  fuch  exprefs  and  peremptory  terms,  as  would  have  left 
her  no  ray  of  hope :  but  inftead  of  that,  he  leaves  the 
whole  in  a  dubious  ftate.  She  was  too  iharp-fighted  not 
to  perceive,  that  in  fpitc  of  all  the  efforts  of  philufophy, 

love 


lo^e  had  taken  pofleflloh  of  his  heart,  and  niade  it  rebel 
againft  his  head.  AS  hcf  pafflon  for  him  was  Hrft  infpired 
by  his  wit  and  genius,  a  Poem  written  ifi  fuch  ekcjuifite 
tafte,  of  which  (he  was  the  .fubjefti  and  where  fhc  faw 
herfelf  drcft  out  in  the  moft  flattering  colours,  w$s  not 
likely  to  admifiiftcr  to  her  cure;  On  the  cofttraryi  ic 
only  ferved  to  add  frefli  fuel  to  the  flame.  And  as  his 
iove  originally  arofc  from  fympathy,  it  rfiuft,  from  the 
fame  eaufe,  increaft  with  the  growth  of  hers. 

Meantime. the  unfortunate  Stella  languifhed  in  abfcnce 
and  negleft.  The  Journal  was  not  rene\Ved,  nor  are  there 
iany  traces  remaining  of  the  leaft  correfpondence  between 
them,  during  Swift*s  whole  ftay  in  England :  while  a 
Continual  jntercourfe  was  kepi!  up  between  Vanefla  and 
him.  She  was  the  firft  perfon  he  wrote  to  on  his  retire- 
ment to  Letcomb,  fome  time  before  the  Qiecn's  death  ; 
and  the  laft,  on  his  departure  from  that  place  to  Ireland* 
He  arrived  there  in  a  much  more  gloomy  ftate  of  mind 
than  before,  as  the  death  of  the  Queen  had  broke  all  his 
meafures,  and  put  an  end  to  all  future  profpefts^  either 
for  the  publick  or  himfelf.  He  has  given  vent  to  his  me- 
lancholy reAeftions  on  his  fltuation  in  a  ihort  Poem,  writ* 
^en  during  a  fit  ot  illnefs  which  had  feized  him  hcA 
after  his  arrival ;  of  which  the  fbllbwin^  lines  make  t 
pare. 

My  ftatt.  of  health  none  care  to  Ifearh,  , 

My  life  is  her*e  no  fouFs  concern.  \.    \ 

And  thofe  with  whom  I  now  conveirfe^        "  '    '$ 

Wididut  a  tear  *iU  tend  my  hcrfe. 

Sonte  formal  vifits,  looks^  and  worda^ 

What  trtere  humanity  affords, 

I'  meet  perhaps  from  three  or  four> 

Jf ronf\  whom  I  once  pcpcfbed  more  ^ 

Wbicfi  thofc  who  tetid  the  fxck  for  pay> 

-Can  aft  as  decently  as  they. 
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But  no  obliging  tender  friend 
To  help  at  my  approaching  end  ? 
My  life  is  now  a  biwden  grown 
To  others,  ere  it  be  my  own*. 

Is  it  poffibk  to  conceive  that  this  could  be  the  cafe 
while  he  was  in  the  fame  coqntry  with  his  orace  adored 
Stella  ?  But  it  is  probable  that  refentment  at  his  long  neg-^ 
\c&y  and  total  change  of  behaviour  toward  h4jff  as  (ho 
was  a  woman  of  high  fpirit,  might  have  fixed  her,  at  that 
junfture,  in  a  rcfolution  of  living  feparately  from  him  ia 
her  country  retirement,  where  the  account  of  his  illnefs 
might  not  have  reached  her.  The  arrival  of  Vaneffa  in 
Dublin,  whofe  impatient  love  would  not  fuflFer  her  to  ftay 
long,  behind  him,  was  the  fource  of  much  inquietude  tp 
Swift.  There  was  nothing  he  feemcd  to  dread  more  than 
that  hrs  imimacy  with  her  (hould  take  wind  in  Dublins 
He  had  warned  her  of  this  in  his  farewell  letter  to  her 
from  Letcomby  before  his  departure,  "  If  you  are  in 
Ireland  when  I  am  there,  I  ihall  fee  you  very  feldonFH 
It  is  not  a  place  for  any  freedom ;  but  it  is  where  cve^ 
thing  is  known  in  a  week^  and  magmfied  a  hundred  de- 
grees. Thefe  are  rigorous  laws  that  muft  be  pa0ed 
through  :  but  it  is  probable  we  noay  meet  in  London  in 
Winter  •,  or,  if  not,  leave  all  to  fate,  that  feldom  comes 
to  humour  our  inclinations*  I  fay  all  this  out  of  the  pef- 
fc£k  efteem  andifriendfliip  I  have  for  yo«.'*  And  after 
Iier  arrival  he  writes  to  the  feme  eflPcd,-  ^  I  received* 
your  letter  when  fome  company  was  with  tacon  Saturday 
iiight^  and  it  put  me  infuch  confufioa  that  I  coUfd  noc^ 
tell  what  to  dpi*  This  morning  a  woman  wfe  does  buft- 
m&  for  me,  told  me .  ftie.  heard  I  was.  in  tevfe  wirh  one 
—  naming  yoju;  and-  twenty  particukps;-  that  little 

matter and  I  vifited  you  ;  and  that  the  Archbilhop' 

(lid  h'i  and  (ba|  you' had  abundance  of  wiCy  {if^v    1  ever 
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feJared  thfe  tattle  of  this  iiafty  towri;  and  told  yoii  fo;  and 
that  was  the  reiafori  I  faid  to  you  long  ago,  that  I  v/ould 
Tec  you  leldbiti  when  y6u  wefe  iri  Ifeknd  -,  arid  I  *muft 
beg  you  to  be  eafy,  if,  fbr  foriie  time,'  1  vifit  you  fel- 
'dooier,  and  not  in  fd  particular  a  manner.  I  will  fee 
you  at  the  latter  end  of  the  week;  if  pofflble.  Thefe  are* 
accidents  in  life  that  ate  heceflaryi  arid  nriuft  bfe  (ubmitted 
to;  and  tattle,  by  the  help  of  difcretioh,  will  wear  off." 
But  diforetidn  was  ill  fuiced  to  a  rnind,  now  under  the 
dominion  of  an  ungovernable  paffion,  and  which  .had  no 
bther  enjoyrhent  in  life,  but  in  the  fociety  of  the  beloved 
bbjcft.  She  importuned  him  fo  with  letters;  mcflages; 
and  complaints,  that  he  was  obliged  to  afllirhe  a  fterneft 
bf  behaviour  to  her,  arid  treat  her  with  a  rigour  quite  fo- 
rcigh  to  his  heart  *.  The  effed  this  had  on  her^  is  mdft 
ifeelingly  fet  forth  in  one  df  her  letters,  i7»4-  **  You 
bid  me  be  eafy,  and  you  would  fee  me  as  often  as  you 
tould.  You  had  better  hive  faid,  as  often  as  voij  could 
jget  thfe  better  of  your  inclinations  fo  much  j  or  as  often 
is  you  reljiembercd  there  was  fuch  a  one  in  the  world; 
If  ybu  continue  to  treat  rnc  as  ydli  do^  you  will  hot  be 
fiiade  urieafy  by.  me  long.  It  is  iriipoffible  to  dcfcribe 
iyhat  I  hive  fufFcred  fince  I  faw  ydu  laft-  I  am  fure  I 
icould  have  bdrne  the  rack  much  better,  than  thoffe  kiU 
iingi  killing  words  of  yoUr*s.  Somfetim^s  I  have  i-efolved 
to  die  without  feeing  you  mare ;  but  thofe  refolves,  to 
yoiir  misfortune,  did  hot  laft  long.  For  there  is  fdme* 
thing  in  human  naturei  that  prompts  one  fo  to  find  re^ 
lief  in  this  world,  I  muft  give  way  to  it  ^  and  beg  ydil 
Would  fee  me^  and  fpeak  kindly  to  me  •,  for  I  am  fure 
^ou*d  ndt  coiideiTin  any  one  to  fufFef  what  I  have  done, 

•  In  anfwer  to  a  letter  which  fhe  had  fciit  af.er*him  by  her  fervant 
When  he  was  on  the  road  to  Philips  town,  he  concludes  thus :  "  1 
have  rcJde  a  tedious  journey  to-day,  and  caii  fay  no  more.  Nor  (hall? 
you  know  where  I  am  till  J  comCi  and  then  I  will  fee  yo^*  A  fig  for 
yottf  lletters  and  mefTages/' 
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could  you  but  know  it.  The  reafoa  I  write  to  you,  k, 
becaufe  I  carsnot  tell  it  you  ihould  I  fee  yqu.  For  when 
I  begin  to  complain,  then  you  are  angry  ^  and  there  i$ 
ibmething  io  your  looks  fbawful^  that  it  ftrikes  me 
damb.  Oh  }  that  you  may  have  but  fp  mi|ch  regard  for 
ipe  left,  that  this  complaint  may  touch  your  foul  with 
pity.  I  fay  as  little  as  ever  1  can ;  did  you  but  know 
what  I  thought,  I  am  fure  it  would  mqve  you  to  forgive 
me,  and  believe,  I  cannot  help  tellii?g  you  this  ^nd 
live.*' 

But  whatever  uneafinefs  VanelT^  might  fuflfcr  fipm  this 
conduct  of  her  lover  towards  her,  poor  Stella  was  ftiU 
more  unhappy*  All  the  fond  hopes  which  (he  bad  in- 
dulged fo  many  years^  the  completion  o£  which  (he  had 
^xpedtcd  upon  his  preferment,  and  increafc  of  fortune^ 
were  now  turned  to  defpair,  frpm  the  total  (lience  which 
he  obferved  on  that  head,  and  the  remarkable  change  lA 
his  behaviour  towards  her.  To  the  pangs  of  difappoinc>- 
ment,  were  added  the  ftings  of  jeaioufy;,  for  love  had 
itiade  her  too  inquifitive,  not  to  (ind  out  the  caufe  of  this 
alteration  in  him.  There  are  ibme  pa^ges  in  the  Jour^ 
nal  relative  to  the  Vanhomrighs,  which  (h^w  that  the 
feeds  of  jeaioufy  were  early  fown  in  her  mind,  upon 
Swift's  being  fo  domeftic  there  when  in  London  ;  and 
upon  Vaneflfa's  arrival  in  Dublin,  it  is  more  than  pi:obik^ 
ble  (he  kept  a  watchful  eye  upon  their  motions.  The 
following  beautiful  verfes  of  her^s  on  that  fubjcd,  (hew 
clearly  (he  was  under  the  dominion  of  that  paffion. 

On     Jealousv. 

O  fhield  me  from  his  rage,  celeftial  Powers ! 
This  tyrant,  that  embitters  all  my  hours.  ^ 

Ah  Love !  ypuVe  poorly  play'd  the  hero*s  part  5 
You  conquered,  but  you'can^t  defend  my  heart. 

Whes 
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When  firft  I  bent  beneath  ycfjur  gentle  reign, 
I  thought  this  monftef  banilh'd  from  your  train ; 
But  you  would  raife  him  to  fupport  your  throne, 
Arid  now  he  tlainnsi  yoiir  empire  as  his  own. 
Or  tell  rtie^  tyrants^  have  you  both  agreed 
That  whtrc  one  feignsj  the  other  fliall  fuccecd. 

Thus  oppr^fllrd  dt  once  by  love,  jealotafy,  and  difapi 
pointmeht,  her  fpirits  funl?,  a  fettled  melaijcholy  preyed 
upon  her  heart,  which,  with  a  naturatl  tendency  to  a  de^ 
cay*,  irfyjiaired  her  health  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  to  give  the 
moft  al^ffiflififg  fymptorfis  of  an  approaching  diiTolution, 
Shocked  vfrith  the  apprehenflon  of  fafatal  an  event,  where^ 
6f  he  maft  bfe  coiifcioui  to  himfelf  he  wa<{  the  caufe  ;  and 
fhbved  m&k  compaffiori  at  the  (late  to  which  he  faw  het 
^edUced^  all  Swiff  s  former  tendernefs  and  affeftion  fot* 
hct  rttivfed  \n  hisf  breacft ;  arid  baniflied  every  of  her  idea 
ftoiti  kis  mind,  but  >frhat  tenlded  to  the  prefer vation  of  a 
Mb  fo  pfecio<is.  Ht  Cirtiployed  a  common  friend  to  both 
to  l&tn  from  her  the  focret  caufe  of  that  .dejedion  of  fpr- 
ries,  HMth  hid  fo  vifiWy  preyed  iipon  her  health ;  arid 
H>  knoW'  wh^eihtr  it  was  by  any  means  in  his  power  t6 
Remove  it  5  alffuring  hei^  that  nothing  Ihould  be  wanting 
oh  his  pah,  ib  reftore  her  to  that  tranquillity  of  mind, 
vpdn  which  (&  mtth  of  his  own  happinefs  depended. 
Upon  thii  .appBcatioii  Mrs.  Johnfon  opened  her  mind 
ftilfy  td  this  ffieftd.  She  told  him  that  from  the  peculiaf- 
rhy  of  her  cireurriffances,  atid  the  fingjirlar  connecElion  fhc 
hafd  with  SiTifr  for  fb  many  years,  there  had  been  greajt 
room  grven  f6r  the  tongue  of  (lander  to  exert  it&lf.  That 
iht  had  learned  jo  bear  with  this  patiently,  as  (he  had 
teafon  to  expe<9:  tliat  all  reports  of  that  fort  would  be  ef- 
faced by  marrkge,  as  foon  as  Swift  fliould  be  in  circqm- 
ftances  to  make  her  a  propofal  of  that  nature.  That  (he 
liorfr  few  vWfh  the  deepeft  coticern,  ever  fince  his  pfomo- 
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tion,  his  behaviour  towards  her  had  bcjen  wholly  changed^ 
and  a  cold  indifference  had  fucceeded  to  the  warmeft  pro- 
fcffions  of  eternal  affedion.     That  the  neceffary  confe-: 
qucnce  would  be,  ap  indelible  ftain  fixed  upor>  her  cha- 
rafter,  and  the  lofs  of  her  good  n^me,  whjch  was  much 
dearer  to  her  than  life.     Swift  in  anfwer  to  this,  faid, 
that  he  had  early  in  life  laid  down  two  maxims  with  re- 
gard to  matrimony,  from  which  he  was  determined  never 
fo  depart.     One  was,,  nevpr  to  marry,  unlefs  he  was  be* 
forehand  polfcfled  of  a  decent  prpyiiiop  for  a  family  j  aj 
nother  was,  unlefs  this  fhould  be  the  cafe  at:  a*ti|iie  of 
life  when  he  might  reafpnably  cxped  p  breed  up  hi^ 
children,  and  (ee  them  properly  entered  into  the  ysrorld. 
With  regard  to  the  firft  article,  he  was  fo  far  from  having 
any  thing  beforehand,  that  he  wa3  ftill  in  debt:  anj^  thp 
fmall  preferment  he  had  obtained,  fo  which  he  had  now 
no  hopes  pf  eyer  receiving  any  addition,  gave  him  but 
lictlc  profpefl:  of  ever  accumulating  a  fortune.     And  asf 
to  the  fecond,  he  had  already  paffed  that  period  of  life^ 
pfter  which  it  wa^  his  fixed  refplution  never  to  marry, 
^hat  of  all  wpmep  upon  earth,  cpujd  he  have  entered  in- 
to that  ftate  confiftendy  with  thefe  principles,  fhe  ihould 
have  been  his  choice.     And  ^s  her  apprchenfions  about 
her  charadter-s  fuffering  feemed  fo  weigh  the  heavieft  on 
her  mind,  in  order  to  put  an^  end  to  thofe,  he  was  ready 
to  go  through  fhe  ceremony  of  marriage  with  her,  upon 
two  conditions,     fhe  firft  was,  that  they  (boidd  continue 
to  live  feparately,  exactly  in  the  fame  mannef  as  before : 
the  ff cpnd,  that  it  (hould  be  kept  a  profound  fecret  from 
all  the  world,  unlefs  fome  urgent  neceffity  (hould  call  for 
the  difcovery.     Howeyer  fhort  of  Sjiella*^  cxpeftations 
thefe  conditions  might  be,  yet  as  (he  knew  tHe  inflexible 
litY  of  Swift's  refolutions,  (he  readily  embraced  them^ 
And  as  it  Ts  probable  that  her  chief  uneafmefi  arofe  from 
jcaloufy,  and   the  apprchenfions  (hq  was  under  that   he 
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nught  be  induced  to  marry  Mifs  Vanhomrigh,  Ihe  would 
at  leaft  have  the  fatisfadion,  by.  rhis  mcafure,  of  render- 
ing fuch  a  union  with  her  rival  impradkicable.  Accord** 
ingly  the  cenempny  was  performed  without  wknefles,  and 
the  connubial  knot  tied  in  the  year  1716,  by  Dr.  A(he\ 
Bifliop  of  Cbgher,  to  whom  Swift  had  beea  a  pupil  in 
the  college ;  and  who»  as  I  have  been  informed,  was  the 
rommoQ  friend  to  both)  employed  in  the  above  negotia* 
tion*.  But  the .  conditions  upon  which -this  union  wa« 
!  formed,  were  punftually  fulfilled.  She  ftill  continued 
at  her  lodgings  in  a  diftant^part  of  the  town,  where  Ih^ 
received  his  vifits  as  ufual,  and  returned .  them  at  the 
deanery*  in  company  with  her  friend  Mrs  Dingky.v  As 
fcon  as  Swift's  finances  were  in  order,  he  departed  from 
chat  ftri£t  qeconomy  which  he  had  obferved  while  he  was 
in  debt,  and  kept  two  publick  days,  on  which  he  invited 
parties  of  his  friends  to  dinner ;  where  Mrs.  Johnibn  aU 
ways  made  one  of  the  circle,  though  without  any  diftinfik 
charader  or  place  from  the  other  gucfts.  The  elegance 
of  her  manners,  the  fwcetnefs  of  her  difpoGtion,  and 
brilliancy  of  her  wit,  rendered  her  the  general  .objcft  of 
admiration  to  all  who.  were  fo  happy  as  to  have  a  place  in 
that  enviable  fociety.  A  certain  dignity  of  deportment, 
confcious  virtue  alone  can  give,  and  a  native  modefty 
which  (hone  forth  in  all  her  words  and  aftions^  fecured 
her  from  the  bufy  tongue  of  flander,  nor  was  the  breath 
of  calumny  heard  to  whifper  againft  her.  And  whatever 
Angularity  might  appear  in  this  their  mode  of  living,  was 
only  confidered  as  one  of  Swift's  peculiarities ;  who,  in 
many  other  indances,  did  not  think  himfelf  bound  to' 
conform  to  the  ufual  cuftoms  of  tHe  world.     There  were 

•  The  whole  account  of  this  tranfadlion  was  given  me  by  Mr«* 
Sican^  a  Lady  of  uncommon  underflanding,  fine  talte,  and  great 
goodnefs  of  heart :  on  which  account  flic  was  a  great  favourite  bpth 
lyith  the  Dpan  and  Mrs.  Johnfon.  •       " 
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indeed  many  idle  r^afons  aflSgn^d  by  bufy  cuVious  pfi6p^^ 
for  their  npc  cohabiting^  but  none  that  etcr  gknctd  H 
her  charaftcr. 

Haying  fatiaBed  the  fcruple$  of  Mrs^  John&n  by  pa& 
fing  through  the  ceretnony  of  mafriage,  vbofe  rscovcfcld 
health  and  ifirits  added  new  charms  to  that  dodverfatioti, 
fofice  his  fupremc  delight,  Swift's  next  care  was,  to  put 
^n  end  to  any  hopes  Vaneflk  might  fti|l  en^ertaipr  agamft 
which  there  Was. now  aa  infMperable  bar.     With'  this  view 
he  paid  hef  a  vifit  in  company  with  IVJr.  pean  Winter,  a 
Gentleman  of  good  fortune,  who  was  her  prcrfeflbd  ad*- 
niirer,  and  bad  co^de  ovtertures  of  marriage  to  he^«     NcM 
thing,  couki  have  been  a  greater  mortification  t0  ber  l0V#v 
fick  mind,  than  fuch  a  vifit,  a$  it  implied  a  redom^nne^a- 
tion  of  his  riva>,  and  an  entire  renunciation  of  hh  owft 
pretentions.    8he  rejected  bb  propofals  with  d'yCimrii  as 
well  as  tbofe  of  every  fuitor  who  offered^  having  cen^fcfl 
^U  her  views  of  happinds  in  life  m  the  pofiefTion  of  Ca* 
denus.     T(^  avoid  all  irnpQrtunities  of  ihaf  f^6,  (be  te- 
tired  to  a  frndll  houfe  on  her  eftate  near  Celbridge,  wberd, 
in  filenoe  and  iblitude,  (he  indulged  h^t  fata)  p^Sion,  HU 
it  rofe  dlmqft  to  a  pitch  of  frenzy.     A}I  Qtfae?  ide^s  hvtt 
what  related  to  Cadenus,  were  banUhed  from  her  mind 
and  all  the  faculties  of  ber  foul  were  abforbed  i|i  love. 
She  wrote  conftantly  to  Mrn  in  the  rnol^  pal|9onate  ftyfo, 
nor  CQuld  the  coldincfe  of  his  anfwers  in  the  leaft  abate  her 
*^ame.     The  following  letter  fent  to  him  frdm  Gelbridge, 
-will  beft  paint  the  (late  of  her  mind, 

^  Tell  ipe  fincerely,  if  you  have  once  Wifted  with 
tfarneftnefs  to  fee  me,  fmce  I  wrpte  to  you:  no,  lb  far 
from  that,  you'  have  not  once  pitied  rne,  though  I  told 
you  I  was  diftreflcd.  Solitude  is  infupportable  to  a  mind 
which  is  not  eafy.  I  have  worn  out  my  days  in  fighing, 
and  my  nights  with  lyatching  and  thinking  of  Cadenus, 
wbp  ^hinks  not  of  rpe.    Hpw  many  l;efters  {ha.ll  I  fend 


DOdtoitswiPT.         iii 

.1 

ym  befert  t  tc^irt  an  anfwer  ?  Can  yoii  deny  rtje,  ijti 
my  mifiiyi  the  only  coHlf6ft  which  I  can  expeft  at  pre- 
sent ?  Oh  tiiai€  I  eould  hdpe  to  fee  you  here,  or  that  I 
t6uVi  go  tti  you !  I  Wa^  b6rn  with  vidknt  jia^dns^  which 
fei^liiinftt^d  ait  in  otHe,  fb^t  }ne:3tpreffib}e  pifiloh  I  have  foi: 
ym.  CoAfidcf  th6  kilHrrg  ciriotiorts  ^ich  I  feel  ftorti 
ybnt  neglect  of  hie  $  and  Ihew  fome  tendernefs  for  me, 
6r  I  fhadl  Me  my  feinfes.  Siire  yoti  canndt  pofQbly  be  f6 
tmtQh  tak^i>  upi  bi^t  ]^6u  might  comniand  a  moment  t6 
mAi^  t&  nl^»  and  force  your  inclinations  to  fo  great  a  cha- 
rity. I  firmly  belfevCy  if  I  could  know  your  thoughts, 
(which  no  creature  is  capable  of  gueMrig  at,  becaufe  ne- 
ver any  one  living  thought  like  you)  I  Ihould  find  you 
had  often,  in  a  rage,  wifbed  me  religious,  hoping  ihc^ 
}  fliQtild  h&ve  paid  my  devotions  to  Heaven:  but  th^ 
ifouM  n€ft  fpare  you }  for  were  I  an  enthufiaft,  ft  ill  you'd 
he  the  Deiiy  I  ihould  worfhip*  What  marks  are  there 
of  a  D^i^,  but  what  you  are  to  be  known  by  ?  Tou  are 
pf^fent  evtry  where  ^  your  dear  image  is  always  before 
my  eyeSy  Sometimes  you  fl^ike  me  with  chat  procttgioos 
awe,  I  tremble  with  fear:  at  other  time&  a  charming 
compaflion  (hines  through  your  countenance,  which  re* 
vives  my  foul.  Js  it  not  more  reafonable  to  adore  a  ra- 
diant form  one  has  feen^  than  one  only  dcfcribed  ?'' 

We  may  fep  from  this  epiftle  to  what  a  romantic  height 
|>er  paiTion  had  arifen.  Not  the  moft  emhufiaftic  drains 
from  Eloifa  to  Abcferd,  could  exceed  tbofe  of  Vanefla  to 
Cadei)U3.  Length  of  time,  inftead  of  dimini(hir>g,  ferved 
pnly  to  encre^fe  the  violence  of  her  paffion  5  and  the  ge- 
neral coldnefs  of  her  lover,  far  from  excinguilhing  the 
fiame,  made  it  bla^e  forth  the  more.  It  mutt  be  confeft 
indeed,  that  Swift's  conduit  towards  her  was  far  from 
being  confident.  Whatever  refolutions  he  had  formed, 
JO  try  by  negledl  and  ill  ufage  to  put  an  end  to  that  ar- 
^Ur.  pf  Joye,  which  caufed  him  infinite  uneafinefs,  yet 
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ht  was  feldom  able  to  keep  thorn  when  in  her  prefence^ 
Whether  compafCon  for  the  fuffenpgs  of  an  unhappy 
yot^ng  woman^  whofe  life  was  wafting  away  in  mifery  oil 
hii  accoontj  operated  on  his  humanity ;  or  whether  his 
own  paflion  for  her  was  too  ftrong  for  all  his  philofophy, 
jit  is  certain  he  could  never  mufter  up  refolution  ^nopgh 
entirely  to  break  off  the  conne^ftion^  the  only  pofliMe 
way  by  which  a  cure  could  b^  eQe£te4*     If  his  coldneis^ 
cr  even  rudenefs,  at  times,  drov^-her  alrngft  to  defpair; 
at  others,  the  kindnefs  of  his  behaviour^  apd  marks  of 
tendernefs,  revived  her  hopes;  ^  Or  as  (he  more  ftrongly 
expreflfes  it  in  her  letter,  "  ^Sometimes  you  ftrikc  me  with 
chat  prodigious  awe»  I  tremble  with  fear.^  at  jot her  times, 
a  charming  compaQion  ifaines  through  your  countenance, 
which  revives  my  ibul."     In  this  alternate  fucceflion  of 
lK>pes  and  fears,  in  this  miferable  ftate  of  fufpenccj  did 
the  wretched  Vancfla  pafs  her  days  till  thc^  yeaf  1720, 
when  Swift  feemed  determined  to  put  an  end  (to  an  inter-^ 
coarfe,  the  fource  of  fo  much  xinhappinefs  to  both.     Up^ 
cn  this  op.cadon  ilie  wrote  him  the  following  'letter ; 

• 

Celbridge^  1720. 

.**  BELitvE  me  it  is  with. the  utmoft  regret  that  I  now 
complain  to  you,  becaufe  I  know  your  good  nature  fuch, 
that  you  cannot  fee  any  human  creature  miferable,  with- 
out being  fenfibly  touched.  Yet  what  can  I  do  ?  I  mufk 
either  unload  my  heart,  and  tell  you  all  its  griefs,  or  fink 
trnder  the  inexpreflible  diftrefs  I  now  fuffer,  by  your  pro- 
digious negkft  of  me.  It  is  now  ten  long  weeks 'fince  I 
ifaw  you  ;  and  in  all  tfiattirhe,  1  have  never  received  but 
one  letter  from  you,  and  a  little  note  with  an  excufe.  Oh  J 
have  you  forgot  me  f  You  endeavour  by  fevetities  to  force 
me  from  you.  Nor  can  1  blame  you ;  for,  with  the  ut- 
moft diftrefs  and  confufion,  I-  beheld  myfelf  the  caufe  of 
^aeafy  reflections  to  you  :  yet  I  canqot  cqmfort  you  ;  but 
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^ere  declare,  that  it  is  qot  in  the  power  of  art,  time,  of 
accident,  to  Icffcn  the  incxpreflible  paifion  which  I  have 
for  Cadenqs.  Put  my  paffion  uqder  the  utmoft  reftraint  j 
fend  me  as  diftant  from  you  as  the  earth  will  allpw,  yet 
you  cannot  banilh  tHpfe  charming  ideas,  which  will  ever 
ftick  by  me,  while  I  have  the  ule  pf  memory,  Nqr  is 
the  love  I  bear  ypg  only  feated  in  my  foul,  for  there  U 
not  a  fingle  atom  of  my  frame,  that  is  not  blended  with 
it  Therefore  do  pot  flatter  yourfelf  that  feparation  will 
ever  change  my  fentiments  \  fpr  1  find  myfclf  unquiet  ia 
the  midft  of  filence,  and  my  heart  is  at  once  pierced  with 
fbrrbw  and  love.  For  Heaven's  (ak^  tell  nie,  what  ha$ 
jcaufed  this  prodigious  change  in  you,  which  I  fpund  of 
jate.  lf(ihave/^ou)the  leaft  remains  of  pity  for  me  left,  tell 
}t  me  tenderly.  No — do  not  tell  it  fo,  that  it  may  caufc 
ftiy  prefent  death.  And  do  not  fufFer  me  to  liye  a  life  like 
a  languifbing  death,  which  is  the  only  life  I  pan  )ead,  if 
you  have  Ipft  any  pf  your  tendcrncfs  for  me/- 

When  Swift  found  that  all  hii^  endeavours  in  this  way 
had  proved  fruitlefs,  and  that  the  love  of  VanefTa  for 
jCadenus,  like  that  of  the  faithful  Emma  to  Henry,  wa^ 
proof  againft  all  obflacjes  thrown  in  its  way,  he  gave  way 
to  the  feelings  of  humanity, '  and  didates  of  his  heart, 
againd  which,  with  no  fn^all  violence  to  his  inclination, 
he  had  fo  long  ftruggled,  and  changed  his  behaviour  to 
that  of  the  kind  indulgent  friend.  His  letters  breathed 
fcntiments  of  the  grcateft  tendernefs  j  and  in  one  of  July 
5,  1721,  he  makes  a  declaration  of  his  paffion  for  her  in 
the  mod  explicit  terms,  as  may  be  feen  in  the  following, 
fentence  written  in  French.  Mais  /oyez  affureey  que  ja- 
mais perfonne  au  monde  if  a  Hi  aimeCy  honoree^  efiimecy  tf- 
doree,  par  vqtre  ami^  que  vous  *.     This  declaration  fcems 

•  But  reft  aflured,  that  no  perfon  upon  earth  has  ever  been  loved, 
|ionoured|  earned,  adored  by  yoar  friend,  bu^  yoarfelf^ 

;  ^  .to 
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ib  haift  httii  draWri  fitrti  hifh  by  fomc  cfcfperate  ftati 
df  Aimd  ill  ^HicK  he  had  left  Her,-  prdbably  eccdfioMd 
bjr  her  Jiiloiliiy  of  Stella.  For  in  the  beginHlng  of  the 
feme  Ifrtler,  dated  from  GillftoM^h,  he  faysi  "  It  wai 
jixbt  cOTtVdftienf,  hafdly  pofllblcf,  to  write  to  you  btfchri 
ftoW,  thoiigh  f  had  mofe  than  ordinary  defire  id  do  Jr^ 
eortGdtrihg  t«e  difptifltiah  1  found  yoU  irt  laft,  though 
i  hope  I  left  yoi^  lit  a  better.  Cadehts  jflbres  me,  h* 
cdhtintifcs  to  efteefnV  and  Idve,  and  faliie  you  above  all 
&tnig^  and  h  ^itl  do  to  the  end  of  his  lift ;  but  at  the 
fartleflme  critreari  that  foti  would  nttt.rtiakc  yourfclf 
6r  him  unhappy  by  fm'agrriatJoliS.'* 

Ibt  ai  this  declaratl6n  of  Shift's  was  hot  follcf^cd 
by  any  overture  of  rriarriage,  the  ccynfefiiofl  of  his  pal- 
floft  for  her,  hov^etrer  pkalfing  }t  rtiight  be  at  firff,  ctffald 
hoi  long  adrtiJniffef  much  canfdlatton  to  her,  wheft 
fte  faw  nof  profptft  of  reaping  any  ftttthct  fruit  from  ih 
To  find  herfe!f  beloVcd,  arid  at  the  fsuht  time  without 
hopes  of  pofleffing  the  objcdl  of  all  her  wifties,  was 
ratjier  an  aggravation,  than  a  relief  ib  her  mifery. 
A^tt  (acti  a  coriftffion,  tht  c6tr!d  fee  no  reafoft  for  Ms 
t\(yi  rhslking  farther  acfvancei.  Her  foftime  was  aft  thatt 
tinhe  fofii^ient'to  gratify  his  titmoft  wifhes,  as  by  the 
death  of  her  two  brothers  ahd  fifter,  the  whole  property 
fefc  by  her  falthter,  which  i^as  very  confidefable,  v^afs 
■hefted  in  htr.  The  difp'ro^oftion  m  point  of  age  was 
rio^  not  fo  great,  as  fhe  Was  in  her  37th  year,  and  the 
DoAor  could  no  longer  be  charged  with  having  fcduccd 
iht  affe6lions  of  a  young  girJ.  She  therefore  cari- 
eluded,  that  foirie  feports  which  had  juft  then  reached 
her,  of  his  b*fng  married  to  Mr^.  Johnfon,  were  biEtt 
too  well  founded,  and  that  this  Vas  thf  real  obftacTe  fO 
their  union.  Impatient  of  the  torments  which  this 
idea  gave  her,  (he  determined  to  put  an  end  to.aU  far- 
ther fufpence,  by  writing  to  Mrs.  Johnfoo  htrfctf  upon 
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this  head.  Accordingly  (he  fent  a  ^Qrt  f^otf  to  {ler^ 
poly  requefting  to  know  froo)  her  ^irhetiieF  (h?  Was  n[)9r* 
fieci  to  the  Dean  or  t\ot.  ]\|f$.  Johnfon  ^nf^^rt d  {icf 
IP  the  affirms^tiye,  ^nd  fhen  inclof^d  the  i^qte  (he  b^^ 
received  frpm  Mifs  V^nhoin^igh  tp^  Swift.  Aft^r  which, 
^e  immediately  went  oiit  of  town  withpVI  feeing  hiiii^ 
fxr  cofning  to  any  explaoatian^  and  retired  fii  great  rer 
(j:ntmept  to  Mr.  Fordc's  f:oMntry-(^t  at  Wood-Park» 
Nothing  could  polfihily  haye  excited  Swift's  ifidtgaatioo 
more  than  this  imprudent  ftep  taken  by  Mife  Vanhontr 
righ.  He  knew  it  muft  pccaQofi  greM  difturbance  to 
Mrs.  Johnfon)  and  give  rife  tp  cGinjt9&u{e^  fatal  to  bw 
pjtace.  Her  abrupt  departure,  without  fo  much  as  fee- 
ing bim,  already  fhcwed  what  paflf^d  in  hiPf  msndv  px- 
afperated  to  the  bigheft  degree^  be  gave  way  to  ih$  firft 
tranfports  of  his  paifion*  ai^d  in^mfdiaiely  rtd  to  Cek 
bridge*  He  entered  tfaf  ipsftajipni  where  the  unhappy 
Lady  was,  mute,  but  with  4  cpuntenapcp  ^hm  fpokt 
Jthe  highefl:  refenin3e«t.  Sjie  ti:efTibii^g  a^d  blai^ 
woiuld  he  not  fit  down  I  No-rriie  theu  flt^^a  paper  oa 
the  (able,  aod  immediately  rrtu<rned  to  bis  horfe. 
When,  on  the  abatepient  qf  her  ^oafternatioQ>  flie  h^ 
ftrength  to  open  th^  pap^r,  fhe  fp^ujxd  it  coi)taiaed  nor 
thing  but  her  own  note  to  ]V(r^.  J^nf^ci.  Qelp/ilf  91:  * 
once  feized  her,  as  if  0%e  had  feea  her  desvth-warcapt: 
and  fuch  indeed  it  pi^oved  to  fa^e.  Xhe  vipien«  agita^^ 
tiop  of  her  mind  threw  her  ii^tq  2^  fever,  which  ia  a 
(hprt  time  put  a  period  tp  hcf  exiftcnce-  Swiff,  ^p  re-. 
ceiving  the  tidings  pf  her  death,  immediately  i^f^ 
ho4*fe  and  quitted  the  town,  wifho^t  kuing  mY  <n9l^ial 
know  to  what  part  o(  the  WQrld  he  was  gpae.  As  b^ 
fprpfaw  that  this  ^vent  v?pttl4  giv^  rife  to  much  towpr 
talk,  he  thought  it  n^ioft  prudent  to  keep  cut  of  the 
way,  'till  tb^  firfl:  he^t  pf  it  was  oyer.  And  hawing 
never  viGt^d  t^ife  fo^thvp  2m  9^  the  kiagdon^  he  tool: 

this 
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this  oppottunity  df  making  a  tour  there,  becaufc  having 
no  acquaintance  in  thofe  parti,  he  might  be  a  p^rfca 
rhafter  of  his  own  motions;  and  in  his  folitary  ramblesj 
give  free  vcat  to  his  grief  fdr  the  Ibfs  of  fo  beloved  aii 
cbjeft,  heightened  by  the  bitter  aggravation  of  know- 
ing himfelf  to  be  the  caufe  of  her  death.  Two  monthi 
hi^d  clapfcd  without  aily  news  of  him,  which  occafioncd 
no  fmall  alarm  among  his  friends ;  whdn  D.f.  Sheridari 
received  a  letter  from  him,-  to  meet  him  at  a  certairf 
diftance  from  Dublin.. 

Before  her  death.  Mils  Vanhomrigh  had  carfcelled  i 
will  made  in  favour  of  Swiftj  and  bequeathed  her  whole 
fortune  to  Serjeant  Marlhall,  and  the  famous  Dr.  Berk- 
leys whom  fhc  appointed  her  executors.  The  formef 
Was  a  relation^  and  the  other  only  an  acquaintance,  fof 
whofe  perfdft  and  charafter  flie  had  the  highcft  efteeni; 
In  her  laft  illnefs  Ihc  had  laid  a  ftrong  injunction  on  he^ 
executors,  that  immediately  after  hfef  deceaft,  thc^^ 
ihould  publilh  all  the  letters  that  pafTed  between  Swift 
and  her,  together  with  the  Poem  of  Cadenus  and  Va- 
neffa.  Accordingly  they  were  put  to  the  prefs,  and 
fome  progrefs  made  in  the  letters,  when  Dr.  Sheridan/ 
getting  intelligence  of  it,  and  being  greatly  alarmed 
left  they  might  contain  fomething  injurious  to  hi^ 
friend's  charafter  in  his  abfcnce,  applied  fo  efFeftuallf 
to  the  executors,  that  the  printed  copy  was  cancelled; 
but  the  originals  ftill  remained  in  their  hands.  Thfc 
Poem  of  Cadenus  and  Vanefla  was  however  fent  abroad 
into  the  world,  as  being  fuppofcd  to  cohrain  hothing 
prejudicial  to  cither  of  their  characters :  though  the 
prying  eye  of  malice,  afterwards  found  fome  hints  irt 
it,  which  by  the  help  of  mifconftruftion^  might  fur* 
iiifh  food  to  the  appetite  for  fdandal. 

In  the  mean  time  Mrs.  Johnfon  continued  at  Wood- 
Park,  where  her  worthy  hoft  exertccj  all  the  powers  df 
-    '  fricndfliip 
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friehdfliip  to  calm  the  difturbance  of  hcf  mind,  now 
much  increafed  by  the  publication  of  fihat  Poem/  To 
find  there  fuch  an  amiable  portrait  drawn  of  Vaneflaj^ . 
as  one  poffcflcd  of  more  and  greater  accomplffhments 
than  any  of  her  fex,  could  not  fail  to  excite  her  envy. 
Of  which  a  remarkable  proof  was  given  in  an  anecdote 
recorded  by  Dr.  Delany.  At  this  junfture  fofne  gemk- 
men  happened  to  call  at  Wood-Park,  who  wer^  not 
acquainted  with  Mrs.  Johnfon's  fituatiod.  As  the 
newly  puMiflied  Poenri  was  then  the  general  futged  of 
cohverfation,  they  foon  feil  upon  that  top  re.  One  of 
the  gentlemen  faid,  furely  that  Vaneffa  muft  be  an  tex- 
Craordinary  woman,  that* could  infpire  the  Dean  t^ 
•write  fo  finely  upon  her.  Mrs*  John fon  fmiled,  and 
anfwered,  that  (he  thought  that  point  not  quite  it> 
clear;  for  it  was  well  known  the  Dean  could  write 
finely  on  a  broomftick.'  We  muft  fuppofe  her  to  have 
been  exceedingly  galled^  when  one  of  her  humane 
difpoQtion  could  utter  fuch  a  farcalm,  and  thu^  exuk 
over  the  recent  alhes  of  her  departed  rivaL 

As  there  Were  numbers,  through  party  hatred,  and 
Ctliefs  through  envy,  who  warcKed  every  opportunity 
td'calanlniate  the  Dean's  character,  and  ipread  ftories 
to  his  difadvantage,  the  publication  of  this  Poem  af- 
forded room  for  malice  to  exert  itfclf,  whick  wa* 
greedily  embraced.  There- were  fome  lines  in  it,  which, 
having  the  worft  conftru6tion  put  oa  them,  by  a  very 
forced  interpretation,  might. give  rife  to fufpicions  in-^ 
jurious  to  his  charafter,  and  totally  deftruftive  of  the 
Lady's.  .  Yet,  fuch  is-  the  propenfity  of  mankind  ta 
lean  to  the  worfe  fide,  efpecialty  when  any  exalted 
charader  is  thel*cby  to  be  brought  down  more  to  a  level 
ivith  themfclves,  that  this  interpretation  has  been  ge- 
nerally received, .  and  the  galumny  accordingly  fpread^ 
though  perhaps  there  never  was  ^ny  built  upon  a  more 

flendcr 


flen^er  foundations  as  I  (hall  pre&ntly  lhew»   The  H 
alluded  to  vt  the  foUdwing : 

,      But  what  fuccefs  VAiiTESSA  met^ 
Js  to  the  world  a  fecret  yet : 
Whether  the  nymph,  to  pleafe  her  fwaii^ 
Talks  in  a  high  romantic  flrain  i 
Or  whether  he  at  lad:  defcends^ 
To  aft  with  lefs  feraphic  ends  i 
Or^  to  compound  the  bufinefi,  whetheC 
They  temper  love  and  books  together  i 
Mufi:  never  to  mankind  be  toldj 
Nor  ihall  thp  confcious  mufe  unfold. 

Thcfe  lines,  confidered  as  detached  from  the  rcrt< 
mi<3rht  perhaps  admit  of  fuch  an  interpretation ;  but 
when  the  whole  fcope  of  the  Poem  is  taken  in^  ic  is 
impofllble  to  put  a  bad  one  upon  them,  without  giving 
up  all  pretenfions  to  common  fenfcj,  as  well  as  candour. 
Cadcnus  is  reprefented  as  a  Clergyman  of  the  ftriftefl 
morals,  advanced  in  life,  and  who  had  at  all  times  been 
proof  againft  any  weakncfs  with  ri^gard  to  the  fair  fcjti 
Vancfla  is  drawn  as  the  moft  perfedl  model  of  every  (f^ 
male  pcrfeftion,  particularly  modefty. 

From  whence  that  decency  of  mmd» 
So  lovely  in  the  female  kind. 
Where  not  one  carelcfs  thought  intrudes, 
l^k  modeft  than  the  fpeech  of  prudes; 

She  is  reprefented  as  a  pattern  fpr  all  the  (ex  to  copjf 
after. 

As  fhe  advanced,  that  woman  kind^ 
Would,  by  her  model  form  their  mind  ^ 
And  all  their  conduft  would  be  try'd 
By  her,  as  an  unerring  guide. 
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Is  it  poflible  to  conceive,  that  when  a  Lady  of  this 
.charaftcr  confeflfes  a  paflion  for  her  reverend  tutor,  that 
any  thing  could  be  meant  by  it  but  virtuous  love,  to 
terminate  in  matrimony  ?  If  gallantry  had  been  her  ob- 
jeft,  in  the  whole  race  of  mankind  fhe  could  not  have 
made  a  more  prepofterous  choice;  though  by  one  of 
her  refined  way  of  thinking,  who  confidered  the  beau-* 
tics  of  the  mind,  as  fuperior  to  all  external  accomplifli- 
ments,  he  nfiight  have  been  preferred  to  all  the  world 
as  a  hu.fband. 

It  is  impoffiblc  there  could  be  any  miftake  about  the 
kind  of  love  mentioned  in  this  paflage,  were  it  not  for 
an  expreffion  in  the  fubfequent  lines,  which  might  ad- 
mit of  a  bad  interpretation,  by  thofe  who  do  not  un- 
derftand  the  true  force  of  words,  which  has  been  on 
many.occafions  the  fource  of  infinite  errors  among  us, 
from  not  ftudying  our  own  language.  The  expreffion 
I  mean,  is  to  be  found  in  the  lad  of  the  following  lines. 

Or.  to  compound  the  bufinefs,  whether 
They  temper  love'  and  books  together, 
Muft  never  to  mankind  be  told. 
Nor  ihall  the  confcious  mufe  unfold. 

Here  the  word  confcious^  being  much  oftener  ufed  in 
a  bad  than  a  good  fenfe,  is  apt  to  miflead  the  unwary 
reader,  and  make  him  conceive  that  there  was  fome- 
thing  IB  the  fecret,  diflionourable  to  the  parties  if  re- 
vealed. But  upon  examining  into  the  proper  meaning 
or  this  word,  we  fhall  find  that  it  has  a  very  difl^erent 
•  fenfe  when  applied  to  one's  felf,  and  when  it  refers  to 
others.  Confcioufnefs^  applied  to  felf,  is  the  perception 
of  what  paffcs  in  a  man's  own  mind ;  from  which  pro- 
ceeds an  internal  fenfe  of  guilt  or  innocence,  by  which 
we  either  (land  acquitted  or  condemned  to  ourfelves, 

U  wd 
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and  is  therefore  equally  capable  of  a  g6dd  or  bid  fenf<r« 
18ut  when  it  refers  to  another  perfon,  it  has  nbthing  to 
*do  with  any  judgment  formed  of  the  reftitude  or  de- 
"pravity  of  the  aftion,  it  only  means  that  that  othA* 
perfon  is  in  the  fecret,  or  privy  to  the  tranfaftioh,  be  it 
good,  or  be  it  bad.  And  confcioufnefs  of  this  fort  <an 
'never  afFeft  the  nature  of  the  thing  itfelf. 

Thus  when  the  lover  writes. 
The  filent  moon  (hone  confcious  to  ourlov%6. 

The  word  confcious  does  not  at  all  determine  the  nature 
of  thofe  loves,  whether  they  werr  of  the  chafteor  cri- 
minal kind,  which  muft  be  gathered  from  other  cir- 
'cumftances.  In  like  manner,  when  Cadenus  fays,  "the 
confcious  Mufe  (hall  not  unfold,"  6ff.  it  can  admit  <jf 
no  other  meanings  but  that  the  Mufe,  who  alone  was 
in  the  fecret,  (hould  never  difclofe  it,  or  tell  whether  he 
returned  VaneflTa's  paflion  or  not :  and  that  this  pafEon, 
if  returned,  ,muft  have  been  of  the  pureft  and  mo(t 
virtuous  kind,  has,  from  other  circumftanccs,  been  al- 
ready fufficiently  proved. 

It  is  evident  Cadenus  looked  .upon  the  declaration 
made  by  the  Lady,  in  no  other  light  than  an  overture 
to  marriage  j  as  may  be  fcen  in  the  following  couplet, 
'  quoted  before : 

Five  thoufand  guineas  in  her  purfe. 
The  Dodtor  might  have  fancy 'd  worfe. 

But  CO  put  an  end  to  a  polfibility  of  conceiving  that 
any  infinuation  of  a  contrary  nature  could  h^Ve  dro^pcfd 
from  Swift's  pen,  it  will  be  fufficient  to  make  Ic  known 
that  the  Poem  was  not  intended  for  the  publick  cjre; 
that  it;vas  written  folcly  for  the  ufc  of  Vaneffa,  ujidn 

motives 
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I«6dve5  already  explained;  that  the  only  copy  of  it  lA 
being  was  in  her  hands^  and  in  all  probability  ic  would 
never  have  feeh  the  light*  but  for  the  injunftion  to  her 
executors.  It  may  be  aflced,  if  this  was  the  cafe,  and 
that  the  Poem  was  intended  only  for  Vaneffa's  infpec- 
tioft,  what  occalion  ^2ls  there  for  thefe  lines  to  her, 
who,  to  well  as  the  Mufe,  muft  already  be  confciou3 
how  matters  ftood  between  thcnn  ?  In  anfwer  to  this, 
it  is  evident  that  the  Poem  would  be  incomplete,  if 
there  were  not  fome  conclufion  to  the  ftory  of  Cadenus 
tod  Vaneffa.  The  ftory  could  poflibly  terminate  only 
ill  one  of  the  following  ways :  either  Vaneffa,  from  the 
arguments  and  coldnefs  of  her  philofophic  lover,  had 
got  the  better  of  her  paffion,  and  adopted  his  Platonic 
lyftem;  or  that  Cadenus,  after  all  his  rcfiftance,  was 
obliged  to  yield  to  the  all-conquering  power  of  love; 
or  finding  her  paffion  incurable,  had  broken  off  all  in- 
tercourfe  with  hcrj  or  that  the  iflue  of  the  affair  was 
ftill  in  fufpenfe.  As  the  latter  was  really  the  cafe  at  the 
time  of  writing  the  Poem,  it  could  then  have  no  other 
conclufion.  And  thofe  lines  which  leave  matters  in  a 
dubious  ftate,  feem  only  calculated  to  paint  the  uncer- 
tainty of  his  own  mind,  and  not  to  leave  Vaneffa  with-, 
out  hope,  from  that  very  uncertainty,  that  Ihe  might 
in  time  expeft  a  fuitable  return  of  love. 

But  though  it  (hould  be  allowed,  from  the  above 
ftate  of  the  cafe,  that  at  the  time  of-writing  this  Poem, 
neither  of  the  parties  had  entertained  even  an  idea  of 
•entering  into  a  criminal  amour,  yet  when  it  is  known 
that  he  afterwards  carried  on  a  fecret  intercourfe  with 
the  Lady  during  the  fpace  of  eight  or  nine  years ;  that 
he  pafied  many  hours  alone  with  a  young  and  charm- 
ing woman,  who  loved  him  to  adoration,  and  for  whom 
lie  himfeif  was  firft  infpired  with  the  paffion  of  love; 
it  will  be  hardly  credible,   that  thus  circumftanced> 

U  a  they 
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they  (hould  not,  in  fome  unguarded  momenty  have 
given  way  to  the  frailty  of  human  nature.  And  yet 
•extraordinary  as  ic  may  appear^  there  are  many  llrong 
reafofis  to  believe  that  this  never  was  the  cafe.  Wc 
have  already  feen  on  her  RrQ:  going  to  Ireland^  what 
uncommon  pains  Swift  took  to  avoid  meeting  her.  Up- 
.on  which  Vaneflfa  writes  to  him  in  the  following  man* 
ner :  ^'  You  once  had  a  maxim^  which  was  to  a£t  what 
was  right,  and  not  mind  what  the  world  would  fay.  I 
wilh  you  would  keep  to  it  now.  Pray  what  can  bt 
wrong  in  feeing  and  advifing  an  unhappy  young  wo- 
man ?  I  cannot  imagine."  Is  this  the.  language  of 
guilt,  or  confcious  innocence?  In  all  the  letters  which 
paflcd  between  them,  whofe  publication  was  fuppreflcd, 
.as  before  related,  I  have  been  affured  by  one  of  her  ex- 
ecutors, the  late  Judge  Marlball,  and  the  fame  was  con- 
ftantly  aflcrtcd  by  the  other,  Biihop  Perkley,  that  there 
was  no  hintof  any  criminal  amour  i  which  could  not  ca- 
fily  have  happened  in  fo  long  a  correfpondence,  had  that 
been  the  cafw.  On  the  contrary,  in  the  few  that  have  feen 
the  light,  we  find  Swift  always  praifing  her  for  her  vir- 
tues, and  recommending  to  her  the  improvement  of  her 
mind.  In  his  French  letter,  May  12,  1719,  inanfwcr 
to  one  of  her's  written  in  that  language,  he  fays,  *  Et 
quejefuisfot  moy  de  vous  repondre  en  meme  language^  veus 
qui  ejles  incapable  d'aiuune  Jottije^  fi  ce  tCefi  Vefiime  qu'il 
vous  plaift  d* avoir  pour  moy :  car  il  ny  a  point  de  merite^ 
ni  aucun  preuve  de  mon  bon  gouty  de  trouver  en  vous  tout  ce 
que  la  nature  a  donmee  a  un  mortel ;  je  veux  dire^  Vhonneur^ 

•  ^'f  What  a  blockhrad  am  I  to  anfwer  you  in  the  fame  language  I 
•you  who  are  incapable  of  any  folly,  unlefs  it  be  the  efteem  you  aiv 
pleafed  to  entertain  for  me :  for  it  is  no  merit,  nor  any  proof  of  my 
good  tafte,  to  fuid  out  in  you  all  that  nature  iias  beftpwcd  oa  a  mortal ; 
that  is  to  fay,  honour,  virtue,  good  fenfe,  wit,  fwcetncfi,  agrceahlc- 
ne&,  and  firmnefs  of  foul." 
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li  vertue^  le  bon  Jensy  Vejprit^  le  douceur ^  Vagrementy  et 
lafermetS(fame.  And  in  another  of  Odober  15,  1720,* 
he  fays,  **  When  I  am  not  fo  good  a  correfpondenc  as 
I  could  wifh,  you  are  not  to  quarrel,  and  be  governor, 
but  to  impute  it  to  my  fituation,  and  to  conclude  in- 
fallibly, that  I  have  the  fame  refpeft  and  kindnefs  fop 
you  I  ever  pTofeffed  to  have,  and  l^all  ever  preferve; 
becaufe  yo\i  will  always  merit  the  utmoft  that  can  be 
given  you;  efpecially  if- you  go  on  to  read,  and  ftill 
farther  improve  your  mind,  and  the  talents  that  nature 
has  given  you/' 

Indeed  the  moft  probable  folution  of  this  intricate 
affair  is,  that  Swift,  having  lived  to  fuch  an  advanced 
time  of  life  in  a  ftate  of  continence,  and  a  conftant  haj- 
bit  of  fupprefling  his  defires,  at  laft  loft  the  power  of 
gratifying  them  :  a  cafe  by  no  means  fingular,  as  more 
than  one  inllancc  of  the  k?nd  has  fdllen  within  my 
knowledge  This  will  appear  the  more  probable,  when 
we  refleft,  that  in  the  letter  to  his  tinfman  before  cited, 
he  ackhbwledges  hinnlifelf  to  be  natirtally  of  a  tennper- 
ate  conftitution  with  regard  to  wonrten,  and  that  he  had 
never  indulged  himfelf  in  illicit  amours.  Nor  did  it  c- 
ver  appear,  even  from  report,  that  he  had  any  commerce 
of  that  kind' with  any  of  the  fex,  which,  after  the  con- 
ipicuous  figure  he  made  in  life,  could  not  fail  of  being 
related  by  fome  of  his  companions  in  his  early  plea- 
fures,  had  there  been  any  foundation  for  it*  This  alone 
can  account  for  his  fingular  conduit  towards  the  two 
Ladies :  for  his  coldnefs  to  Vanefla,  and  conftant  enr 
deavours  to  bring  down  the  ardours  of  her  paffion,  and 
lower  them  to  friendfliip,  or  a  love  more  of  the  Pla^ 
tonic  kind,  and  for  his  ahftaining  from  the  lawful  plear- 
fures  of  connubial  love  with  Stella.  And  1  think  there 
is  one  ftrong  argument  of  his  never  having  entered  in- 
to  any  commerce  of  that  fort  with  Vanefla^  that  it  is 

U  3         J  hardly 
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hardly  credible  he  Ibould  have  refrained^  ii)  that  cik^ 
from  a  fimiiar  gratification  with  Stella,  ^ho  was  pof* 
fefTed  of  greater  perfonal  charms^  and  was  tno^c  ai^  pb? 
jedt  of  dcfire,  thai)  the  other ;  cfpecially  as  the  former 
could  noF  be  enjoyed  without  conipuntfbiQn^  and  the  lat-* 
ter  was  a  plcafurc  q(  the  pureft  kind  witfiput  alloy. 

In  confirmation  of  the  ppiaion  I  h^vc  here  (tartcdj  \ 
remember  a  faying  of  Swift's,  "  that  he  never  yet  faw 
the  woman,  for  whofe  fake  he  would  part  >yith  thfi 
middle  of  his  bed."  A  faying^  which,  I  bclicye,  all 
.  mankind  will  judge  could  come  from  no  perfon,  but 
pne  incapable  of  enjoying  the  highcft  and  mpft  ipno- 

fent  of  all  gratifications  here  belpW|  when  fa|)<^ififl4 
by  marriage. 

I  have  dwelt  the  longer  qn  this  point,  becauft  mMc[^ 
pf  the  moral  part  of  Swift*s  qhar^ftcr  depends  t^n  it, 
for  if  it  (hould  be  credited  that  he  could  t^)ce  ^dvaf^v 
Itage  of  her  wcaknefs  to  debauch  the  daughter  of  « 
JLady  >vho  received  hio)  intp  her  family  with  the  affecr 
tion  of  a  fifter,  and  repoJcd  the  fame  cpnftd^DCf  ifl  him 
as  if  he  were  her  brother;  if  it  ihpuld  appfW  that  fof 
fcveral  years  he  (carried  pn  a  criminal  intrigue  with  hepj, 
a.t  the  fame  time  that  he  denied  the  hyffiil  fiCfs  of  noaff? 
riage,  due  to  one  of  the  mpft  amiable  of  hpr  fcx;  J 
am  afraid,  inftead  of  a  pattern  pf  the  moft  perfect  mo- 
rality, he  muft  be  giyen  up  an  inftanqe  of  vncom^pf) 
profligacy^  and  be  juftly  charged  with  a  vice,  wh^h, 
of  all  others,  he  rpoft  deteftpd,  and  from  wHich  no  mp)i 
ever  was  more  free,  1  mean  hypocrify. 

Thpiugh  Lo^d  Ofrery  ha§  acquitted  him  pf  %}^ 
charge  upon  the  fame  principle  that  has  been  h^re  kid 
down,  yet,  pro  jf&litd  humanitate  fua^  he  ha§  doBfi  it 
only  with  a  view  to  place  hjm  in  a  more  odious  light. 
As  the  account  he  has  given  pf  this  affair^  affords  Doe 
pf  the  ftrongeft  inftances  of  ^he  blindnefs  of  oialice. 

and 
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and  how  far,  in  fe^rch  of  jt's.  gratification,  it  may  over- 
fhoot  itfelf,  I  fhall  here  prefent  part  of  it  to  the  Reader, 
that  he  may  judge,  from  that  fpecimen^  what  credit  is 
due  to  the  reft  of  the  Author's  malevolent  remarks  on 
Swift.  •  1  Ihall  begin  with  his  extraordinary  Comments 
pn  thj?  following  lines  in  the  Poem,  of  Cadenus  and  Va- 
nefla;  where  in  a  converfation  between  thenri,  the  Aul 
tth9r  ^iv^s  the. following  account  of  her  fentimcnts,  as 
delivered  by  her. 

,  i      She  w^ll  rcmcmber'd,  to  her  coft. 
That  all  his  Icffons  were  not  loft. 
Two  maxiitis  ftie  could  ftill  produce, 
'And  fad  experience,   taught  their  ufc : 
^^  That  virtue  pleas'd  by  being  fhpwn, 
<^  Know*  nothing  which  it  dares  not  own: 

'  ^^'Can  make  u%  without  fear,  difclofe 
**  Ouf'  inmoft  fecrets  to  her  foes  : 

'  •'^That  common  forms  were  not  defign'4 

'  **  DkeAors  to  a  noble  mind," 

Now,  faid  the  nymph,  to  let  you  fee. 
My  a&ibns  with  your  rules  agree  -, 
That  I  can  vulgar  forms  defpifc. 
And  have  no  fecrets  to  difguife, 
I  knew,  by  what  you  faid  and  writ. 
What  dangerous  things  were  meni  of  wit  j 
You  cautioned  me  againft  their  xharms. 
But  never  gave  me  equal  arms : 
Your  Icffons  found  the  weakeft  part, 
Aim'd  at  the  head,  and  rcach'd  the  heart. 

Now  in  thefc  lines,  according  to  the  plain  and  o^-^ 
vious  meaning  pf  the  words,  there  are  no  fentiments 
which  ^jgKt  not  have  proceeded  from  the  moft  exalted 
yirtyc^  and  purity  of  mind,  A  young  Lady,  defcribed 
f^  a  pcf  (eft  pajttcrn  of  Biodefty>  poflcfled  of 

U  4  — -  that 
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r^ -r— r-  that  decency  of  mind 

So  lovely  in  the  female  kind, 
-     Where  not  pne  carclcf§  thought  intrudes, 
Lefe  modcft  than  the  I'peech  of  prudes.    . 

is  here  reprefented  a$  about  to  difclofc  her  paffioft  fop 
her  tutor,  which  was  kindled  in  her  breaft  \>y  his  extra- 
ordinary talents,  and  uncommon  virtue.  As  it  wa$ 
contrary  to  the  received  maxims  of  the  world,  that  4 
woman  fliould  be  the  Brft  to  break  her  mind  on  fuch  an 
occafion,  (lie  prepares  the  way  by  quoting  two  maxima 
of  his  own  which  he  had  taught  her;  one  was>  that  a 
mind  confcious  of  innocence,  need  never  be  alhamed 
of  difclofing  its  inmoft  thoughts  :  the  other,  that  conry- 
mon  forms,  invented  to  keep  the  vulgar  withm  bounds^ 
might  be  difpcnfed  with,  where  a  fuperiof  gr^ndear  of 
foul  is  fhown  by  breaking  through  fuch  barriers..  Jfefnow- 
ing  therefore  the  purity  of  h-cr  love  for  ai)  ob§eft  fo 
M^orthy  of  it,  (he  is  not  a(hanled  to  declare  it  J  and 
looks  upon  it  as  a  mark  of  greatncfs  pf  mindy^'to  be 
above  the  common  forms  of  her  fex,  in  bcing;the  firlt 
to  difclofe  it.  • 

Befides,  there  were  other  reafons,  which  would 
juftify  her,  even  in  the  opinion  of  the  world,  for  being 
the  fir(|  mover  in  Uii^  cafe,  arifuig  both  from  difparity 
of  years  and  fortune ;  which  might  difcourage  Cadenus 
from  paying  his  addrcflcs,  however  he  n)ight  fecrctly 
wifh  to  be  unitfi?c}  tp  VancflTa. 

Ijjow  let  us  fee  in  v?hat  manner  this  paflagc  has  been 
explained  by  the  noble  Remarker  on  Swift's  Life.  Im* 
itiediately  after  his  quotatipti  of  the  foregoing  lines,  he 
|thus  expatiates  upon  them  : 

"  Suppofing  this  accqqnt  to  be  true,  arid  I  own  to 
-  you  my  Ham,  I  can  fcarce  think  it  otherwife,  it  is  evi- 
dent {hat  the  fair  Vane(ra  had  made  a  fiirpriling  pro- 
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grcft  in  the  phil6fophic  doftrirics,  which  (he  had  recei- 
ved from  her  preceptor.  His  riiles  were  certainly  of  a. 
moft  extraordinary  kind.  He  taught  her  that  vice^ 
as  f6on  as  itUcfktdJhamey  was  immediately  changed  in-i(» 
fo  virtue.  That  vulgar  forms  wer^  not  binding  upon 
ccrtaiix  cbou^Jjp^fts^  to. whom  either  the  writings,  or 
thepecTon^oCtaen  of  wit  were  accepts^ble.  Shic  heard 
the  leflbn  with' awenlion,  and  imbibed  the  philofophy 
with  eagernefs.  The  maxims  fuitcd  her  exalted  turn 
t>f'mfnd.  She  ifriagined  if  the  theory  appeared  fo 
charming,  the  pfaftice  muft  be  much  more  delightful* 
The  clofe  connexion  of  foul  and  body  feemcd  to  re- 
qilire,  in  .the  *cyjc  oif  a  female  philofopher,  that  each 
•fliould  fiic<*«fd  the  other  in  all  pleafurable  enjoyments. 
The  fornher  -hkd  been  fufEciently  regaled,  why  muft 
the  latter  remain  unfatisfied  ? — Nature  "  faid  Vancfla," 
arbors  a  vaimrtii'^vid'n^x.MXt,  ought  always  to  be  obeyed. 
She  comnrtiinicated  thefe  fcntiments  to. her  tutor i  but 
he  fecmed  not  to  comprehend  her  meaning,  not  to  con* 
ceive  the  difiinSio  ratimis  that  had  taken  rife  in  his  own 
fchool.     He  anfwered   her   in   the  non-efential  modes. 

*  Talked  of  friendlhip,  of  the  delights  of  reafon,  of 
j^ratitude,  rcfpeft,  and  efteem.  He  almoft  preached 
upon  virtue,  and  he  muttered  fome  indiftind  phrafes 
concerning  chaftity.  So  unaccountable  a  conduft  in 
Cadenus,  may  be  thought  rather  to  proceed  from  de- 

*  fcfts  in  nawre,  than  from  the  fcrupulous  difficulties  of 
a  tendei^  confcience.  Such  a  luppofition  will  ftill  ap- 
pear more  ftrong,  if  we  recollcft  the  diftant  manner 
in  which  Swift  cohabited  with  Stella;  colder^^  if  pof* 
^ble^  after,  than  before  ihe  was  his  wife,'- 

I  appeal  to  the  Reader  whether  he  ever  met  in  the 
moft  ftupid,  or  malicious  Commentator^  fuch  a  total 
perverfion  of  the  meaning  of  words.    To  (hew  this  jn 
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its  ftrongcft  light,  let  us  place,  th^c  T^i^t,,  and  Elcpla- 
pa^ojo  in  oppofition  to  leach  othpr. 


•* 


Text*. 


That  virtue  pleasM  by  being  fhown   . 
Knows  nothing  which  it  dares  not  own 
Can  make  us^  without  fear,  difclofe 
Oar  inmoft  fecrets  to  oar  foes. 


That  comimm  forms  were  not  defign'd 

DireftQfs  to  a  noble  mind. 


Explanation,    , 

Th»t  vice>  as  foon  as  it 
defied  fhame,  was  im- 
mediately  ckangf  d  iiW 

• 
T^iat  vulgar  Iqri^  wf^ 
if^t  binding  upon  c^;- 
tain  ch6ice  fpirlts,  ti) 
ii^ont  either  the  wri- 
tings, or  the.peHbns 
of  9^  q(  i^.iyqe 
acceptfl^le. 


•  •  •  r» 


.  According. to  this  account^  the  man  wW  had  (^(^ 
all  hts  life  .a  votary,  to  virtue;  whofe  chief  d^igt^f^t 
was  to  infliil  the  befl:  principles  into  the  mixi4&^  q( 
youth ;  who  had  trained  the  amiable  StcUa,  ^09^  b^r 
early  days,  in  fuch  a  wsay,  as,  by  the  Refti^rk^^'s  q^ 
defcription  of  her,  made  her  a  model  qf  perfe^ip;  i 
this  man,  I  fay,  all  of  a  fudden  became  a  profplyte  \o 
vice  J  betrayed  the  confidence  repofed  ip  hira  by  tfee 
mother,  his  particular  friend,  to  corrupt  the  miq(|  pf 
her  innpcent  daughter,  fo  as  to  make  her  }ofe  all  fgi^fe 
of  (hame,  and  eveh  glory  in  wickedilef$.  And  all  th]s^ 
for  what  ?  •  You  will  fuppofe  at  leaft  thgt  he  k?^^  fallgn 
defpisrat^ly  in  love  with  her,  aad  haying  no  hop^  pf 
marriage,  is  determined  to  gratify  his^  paffioa  at  wy 
rate,  and  with  this  view,  tries  to  crafe  frpm  he^^  mad 
all  principles  of  virtue  and  modefty,  which  might 
|land  in  bis  way*  Qijite  the  contrary.  It  appears  from, 
the  Remarker's  own  account,  that  when  he  b^d  afiCjEHP* 
plilhcd  bis  ppint^  ap4;  bf pujgbt  hsi  f»  9»  bigb  »  4«5^« 

of 
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of  dppr^vjty  as  he  could  wi(b,  in  order  to  gratify  his 
defircs,  he  changed  his  whole  fyftem,  rejcfted  her  prof- 
fered Wc^  talked  of  fricndlhip,  reafon,  gratitude,  re^ 
j[ped»  cft^gm^  and  preached,  upon  virtue  and  chaftity. 
And  to  account  for  this  inconfiftencc  in  his  behaviour^ 
he  has  rccourfe  to  defcfts  of  nature,  and  impotence  iif 
the  Dc^ti,  Now  to  fuppofe  that  a  Reverend  Divine, 
advanced  in  Jif?,  Ihould  lay  fuch  a  plan  to  corrupt  the 
mind  of  his  young  pupil,  without  a  poffibility  of  any 
Vi9W  fo  felf-gratification,  and  merely  to  prepare  her  for 
proftitiitiqn  to  others,  is  to  charge  him  with  a  crime  fa 
truly  diat>plical,  as  would  ftamp  a  blacker  ftain  of  in^ 
faniy  even  pn  the  character  of  a  Chartres,  And  yet 
this  \s  a  charge  brought  by  Lord  Orrery  againft  bis 
/flfV«u/ Swift. 

To  expatiate  farther  on  the  inconfiftencies,  abfurdi*- 
tic«|  ar>d  impurities,  rifing  ajmoft  to  obfcenity,  in  jthc 
paflage  abov^  quoted,  and  all  that  refers  to  the  fame 
fybj£d:|  would  hq  ijtterly  unneceffary,  as  they  muft  be 
obvious  to  every  Reader  of  the  leaft  difcernment. 
^t  I  cannot  quit  this  article  without  endeavouring  to 
wipe  away  fome  of  the  moft  cruel  and  groundlcfs  afper^ 
fions  that  have  been  thrown  on  the  memory  of  the  ac- 
pomplifhed,  though  unfortunate  Vanefla.  In  all  the 
gccoqnts  given  by  Lord  Orrery  of  this  Lady,  he  has 
(irawn  her  charaftcr  as  oppofite  to  that  given  by  Swift, 
f^s  darknefs  is  to  light  i  ^nd  this  in  fuch  pofitive  and  pe- 
/((HptQry  t^rms,  that  every  Header  muft  fuppofe  he  was 
lyejl  aCquainti^d  with  Her.  And  yet  it  is  certain  he  nc--. 
yer  iaw  b^n*  in  his  life^  nor  had  any  opportunity  to  get 
fojr  infQrination  about  her  till  many  years  after  her 
4cathj  as  his  firft  vilit  to  Ireland  was  in  the  ye^r  1733. 
Withgyt  any  other  outlinp  before  him  but  what  was 
f r.9ce4  in  hi;  own  brain,  fbr  be  does  not  even  pretend 

t9  %^^^  V^J  iV^i^^f ^^J  ^^^  ^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  advanced  up-^ 

on 
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on  this  fobje^b,  fee  what  a  pcHrcrait  he  has  drawn  of  the 
celebrated  Vaneffa, 

**  Vanity  n^akes  terrible  devaftation  in  a  fen^ale  bread-* 
It  batters  down  all  reftraints  of  modefty,  and  carries 
away  every  feed  of  virtue.     Vanefla  was   exceedingly 
vain.     The  charafter  given  of  her  by  Cadenus  is  fine 
painting,  but,  in  general,  fiftitious.     She  was  fond  of 
drefs;  impatient  to  be  admired;  very  romantic  in  her 
turh  of  mind;  fuperior,  in  her  own  opinioni  to  all  her 
fcx  ;  full  of  pertnefs,  gaiety,  and  pride ;  not  without 
fome  agreeable  accomplifhments,  but  far  from  being 
cither  beautiful  or  genteel ;  ambitious,  at  any  rate  to 
be  eftcemed  a  wit,  and  with  that  view  always  ^St&ing. 
to  keep  company  with  wits ;  a   great  reader,    and  a 
violent  admirer  of  poetry  ;   bapfy  in  the  thoughts  ef  he^. 
ing  reputed  Swiff  s  concubine^  hut  Jiill  aiming  ani  intending 
to  be  his  wife,  by  nature  haughty  and  difdainful,  look'*^ 
ing  with  the  pity  of  contempt  upon  her  inferiors,  and 
with  the  fmiles  of  felf-approbation  upon   her  equals  ;^^ 
but  upon  Dr.  Swift  with  the  eyes  of  love.** 

Whoever  compares  this  pifture,  with  that  drawn  (bir 
Vanefla  in  the  Poem,  will  hardly  conceive  it  poi&blc 
that  they  Ihould  both  be  copies  of  the  fame  original 
In  the  one,  Ihe  is  rcprefentcd  as  a  model  of  perfection, 
ad'orncd  with  every  grace  and  virtue  that  could  raife 
her  above  her  fex  :  in  the  other,  as  not  pofleffcd  of  one 
good  quality,  either  of  mind  or  perfon>  and  replete 
with  fuch  foibles^  and  bad  drfpoHtions,  as  muft  degrade 
her  to  the  lowed  rank.  If  it  be  fuppiofed  that  the  for^ 
iner  was  a  very  Battering  likenefs,  and  the  chief  beau- 
ties and  embellifhments  there^^  were  only  the  creature^; 
of  a  poetic  fancy,  let  us  fee  how  far  the  fame  painter 
has  kept  up  a  refcmblance>  in  the  more  correft  draw- 
ing, and  chafte  colouring  of  profc.  For  this  purpofc 
Jet  us  have  f^cpyrfc  to  a  letter  of  \)\%  written  to  her  in 
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Flinch,  fix  years  after  the  Poem,  May  12,  ryip,  part 
whereof  has  been  already  quoted,  and  of  which  the 
following  is  a  literal  tranflacion. 

^*  I  make  you  my  compliments  on  your  perf<r6tion  in  ^, ' 
the  French  language.     It  is  neccflary  to  be  long  ac- 
quainted with  you,  in  order  to  lyiow  all  your  accom- 
plilhments:    every  time,  in  feeing  and  hearing  yoii, '' 
new  ones  appear,  which  before  were  concealed,     I  am 
alhamed  to  think  I  know  only  the  Gafcon  and  Patois  in  /  f 
comparifon  of  you.     There  is  no  objeftion  to  be  made 
either  to  the  orthography,  propriety,  elegance,  eafe,  or  ^  . 
Iprit  of  the  whole.     And  what  a  blockhead  am  [  to 
anfwer  you  in  the  fame  language!  You,  who  are  inca- 
pable of  any  folly,  unlefs   11:  be  the  eftcem  you  are  l( 
pleafed  to  entertain  for  me:  for,  it  is  no  merit,  nor  any 
proof  of  my  good  tafte,  to  find  out  in  you  all  that  na- 
ture has  beftowed  on  a  mortal ;  that  is  to  fay,  honour,  ^ 
virtue,  gpod  fcn(€,  wit,  fweetnefs,  agreeablcnefs,  and 
fiminefs  of  foul :  iui  hy  concealing  yourjelf  as  you  doy  tht   /j 
V)orld  knows  you  not,  and  you  loje  the  eulogy  of  millions* 
£ver  fince  I  have  had  the  honour  of  knowing  you,  I 
have  always  remarked,  that  neither  in  private,  nor  ia    h 
general  converfation,  has  one  word  ever  efcaped  you, 
which  could  be  better  expreflcd.     And  I  protcft,  that 
after  making  frequently  the  mofl:  fevcrc  criticifms,  I    'i 
never  have  been  able  to  find  the  leafl  fault,  either  in 
your  adtions,  or  your  words.     Coquetry,    afFeftation,    ,. 
prudery,    are   imperfedlions  which  you   never  knew.     •' 
And  with  all  this,  do  you  think  it  poffible  not  to  efteem 
you  above  the  reft  of  humankind?    What  beafts  in    '^ 
petticoats  are  the  moft  excellent  of  thofe,  whom  I  fee 
,tlifperfed  throughout  the  world,  in  comparifon  of  you  ! 
On  feeing,  or  hearing  them,    I  fay  a  hundred  times  a 
day,  fpeak  not,  look  not,  think  not,  do  nothing  like     , 
thofe  wrci;chcs.    What  a  calamity  is  it  to  be  the  caufe     ' 

of 
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of  bringing  down  contempt  on  fo  tnkVif  \wtHtartij  f^ 
l\     but  for  the  thoughts  of  you,  WouW  bt  IbltrMc  tftd^. 

But  it  is  time  to  rclcafe  you  from  this  trouble,  atid  * 
j(    bid  you  adieu.     I  am,  and  cvet-  fhall  remaih,  ^Rftth  all 

poflible  rcfpeft,  fincerity,  and  cfteem,  youPs," 

Of  thefc  two  oppofice  charafters,  thebne  Wasdra^ 
by  a  man  of  the  niceft  difcernment,  from  whoft|)i^- 
cing  eye,  not  the  fmalleft  blemifh,  particularly  t{  fe^ 
inale  minds,  could  lie  concealed,  and  i?\^hofe  tutn  lay 
njuch  more  to  fatyr,  than  J)aAegyHck ;  by  orte,  i»ftib 
was  intimately  acquainted  with  the  La3y  for  whoiiift 
was  drawn,  from  her  early  days,  to  the  time  df  her 
death.  The  other,  by  a  man,  ^ho  far  ffOtti  havitrg 
any  knowledge  of  the  original,  had  never  fo  much  as 
feen  her  perfon.  Can  there  be  the  leaft  dmibt  then 
which  is  moft  likely  to  be  the  true  one  ?  But  not  to  reft 
upon  authority  alone,  1  will  now  fhew  that  there  could 
not  have  been  the  leaft  foujidation  for  fothe  of  the 
blackeft  calumnies  caft  on  the  charaAer  of  this  unfor- 
tunate )Lady,  in  the  above  quoted  paiiagc.  The  Au- 
thor there  fays,  "  That  flic  was  happy  in  the  thoughts 
of  being  reputed  Swift's  concubine,  but  ftill  aiming 
and  intending  to  be  his  v;rifc.**  Now  we  have  already 
feen  what  uncommon  prctenfions  Swift  took,  on  her 
arrival  in  Dublin,  to  conceal  from  the  world  aH  the 
knowledge  of  his  vifiting  her;  fo  that  it  became  ne- 
ccflary  to  her  to  be  as  fecret  as  pofliblfe  oti  that  head, 
as  (be  knew  with  certainty,  that  if  it  once  became  a 
town-talk,  flie  ftiould  never  fee  him  more,  and  that  he 
would  at  once  drop  all  correfpondcnce  with  her,  which 
was  the  only  confolation  left  her,  in  that  diftreflcdftatc 
of  mind  fo  feelingly  fet  forth  in  her  letters.  So  that 
if  flic  had  been  fo  thoroughly  depraved,  as  to  jplacc 
any  part  of  her  happinefs  in  a  public  lofs  of  charaacf, 
flie  cooM  not  have  been  gratified  in  fo  fingular  a  taitte, 
5  without 
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"^ftlfdut  pfardng  ^th  the  fabftance  for  the  fliadow^  for^ 
in  ifhc-fttnclchtence  it  is  faid,  "  that  ihe  ftill  aimed  and 
lAfttided  to  bt  fcis  'wife.'*  I  believe  fo  prepofterous  a 
piAti  of  bringifi^g  about  a  marriage  with  a  man  of  the 
?mral!eft  degree  of  honour,  and  charadler  in  the  world, 
that  6f  the  Lady's  boafting  of  being  his  concubine, 
feifVer  entered  rato  the  head  of  any  mortal,  but  that  of 
l!ht  noble  ^lemarker  on  Swift's  Life.  And  indeed  the 
^ffi^rtibn  is  fo  utterly  void  of  foundation,  that  all  the 
ttiitrcqurfc  between  them,  either  by  vifits  or  letters, 
Vas  carried  on  )n  fo  fecret  a  manner,  that  not  a  tittle 
of  it  cveir  tranfpired  during  the  Lady's  life-time  ;  nor 
^SLS  there  the  Icaft  fufpicion  of  it,  tillit  was  at  once 
^la^onedto  the  world,  by  the  publication  of  the  Poein, 
'As  to  the  other  parts  of  her  charafter,  "her  being  fond 
X>f  dfcfs,  impatient  to  be  admired,  fetting  up  for  a  wit, 
TSind  afFeding  always  to  keep  company  with  wits,"  &c. 
%e  find  the  direft  reverfe  of  this  to  be  true,  as  (he  led 
'a  moft  reciufe  life,  avoiding  as  much  as  poffible  ail  fo- 
cJtety,  and  indulging  her  unhappy  paffion  in  folitude, 
'which  gave  rife  to  that  paflage  in  Swift's  letter  before 
quoted,  where  he  fays,—*'  biit  by  concealing  yourfelf 
as  you  do,  the  world  knows  you  not,  and  you  lofe  the 
^eulogy  of  millions." 

'But  his  Lordlhip,  not  fatisfied  with  drawing  this 
'6dfous  pifturc  of  poor  Vaneffa,  thought  there  were  fomc 
'finifhing  ftrokes  ftill  wanting,  to  render  it  more  deform- 
^cd ;  he  thcrefort  adds,  upon  the  circumftance  of  Swift's 
*fift  intei'view,  in  which  he  broke  with  her,  the  fol- 
*lowing  traits :  "  She  had  long  thrown  away  the  gentle 
lenitives  of  virtue,  which,  upon  this  occafion,  might 
have  proved  healing  ingredients  to  lb  deep,  and  fo  dan« 

^rbus  a  wound,  ^' She  had  preferred  wit  to  religion; 

tc  h'ad  utterly  deft:royed  her  charafter,  and  her  cop- 
•fcfettccg  and  ihe  was  now  fallen  a  prey  tp  the  horror  df 

^cr 
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her  awn   thoughts.'*     Now, .  if  hp  were  giyiag  aa  ||6- 
count  of  the  moft  abandoned  profligate  wretch,  tii*t 
ever  ^ifgraced  her  fex,  jufl:  ready  to  expiate  her  crimes 
at  Tyburn^  could  he  poffibly  have  expreiTed  himfelfia 
ftronger  terms  ?  I-et  the  reader  only  look  oyer  the  paf- 
fage  once  more,  and  judge.    And  what  were  the  crimes 
committed  by  the  unfortunate  Vancfla,  to  draw  down 
on  her  fo  fevere  a  cenfure.     He  himfelf  has  acquitted 
her  of  any  criminal  commerce  with  C^dienus,  from  a 
/uppofed  impofllbility  in  the.  nature  of  things*    It  ne- 
ver was  furmifed  by  any  mortal,  nor.  does  he  himfelf 
pretend  to  infinuate,  that  ever  flie  engaged  in  ai^  afiaif 
of  gallantry  with  any  other.     Nay  fo  iUtle  docs  Ihff 
fcem  to  have. been  under  the  influence,  of, any  defircs 
of  that  fort,  that  ihe  rcjefted  with  difdain  all  offers  of 
marriage,  placing  her  whole  happinefs  in  the  finglc 
point  of  her  union  with  Cadenus;  to  which,  it  wouH 
be  abfurd  to  fuppofc,  from  his  advanced  time  of  lifc^ 
diat  fcnfual  gratification  could  have  been  a  chief  mo- 
icive*     It  is  evident  Hie  was  pofltflfcdwich  an  extraordi* 
nary  paflion  for  one  of  the  moft:  extraordinary  men  of 
the  age,  in  which  Ihe  perfcvered  many  years  with  un^ 
paralleled  confl:ancy,  and  at  length  could  not  outlive 
her  difappointmcnt.     Is  there  any  thing  criminal,  in 
this?  is  there  any  thing  in   the  ftory  which  muft  not 
raife  pity  in  every  brcafl:,  of  the  leaft:  humanity  ?  And 
yet  fee  what  cfFc6l  the  melanclioly  catafl:rpph<e  had  up- 
on the  obdurate  heart  of  the  noble  Remarkerl   who 
winds  up  her  ftory  thus  :  ^*  Thus  periflied  at  Celbridgc^ 
under  all  the  agonies  of  defpair,  Mrs*  .Efthcr  Van- 
homrigh  ;  a  miferable  example  of  an.ill-fpent  life,  fan^ 
taftic  wit,  vifionary  fchemes,  and  female  weakncls* 

I  appeal  to  the  reader,  whether  he  thinks  it  pofllble 
that  any  venal  Writer,  hired  by  an  enemy  fqr  the  purpotc 
of  defamation^  could  have  drawn  any  charadUr  ia  tenm 
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I)?  mbre  rancorous  hidighity.    Nor  do  I  believe  there 
txifts,  even  in  that  proftitute  tribcj  an  individual,  who,  ^1 
in  cold  blood,  without  provdcation^  or  prpfpeft  of  re-^ 
ward,  would  fet  about  fd  odious  a  talk,   >  What  motive  ^/ 
therf  could  induce  this  Writer  td  lay  afidc  the  Nobleman^ 
the  Gentleman,  and  the  man,  to  commit  an  a6t,  which 
the.mofthardenedaflaffin  of  reputations  would  be  afhatn-  H 
id  of?  Let  us  fuppofe^' for  an  infiant,  that  all  he  has 
ftiaof;th5s  Lady,   is  true^  was  he  called  updn  to  the  .. 
hangman's  office, -^f'iifVangling  aride-rtibowelling  the  re- 
mains of  a  deceafed  criminal  ?  But,  on  the  other  hand, 
when  we  are  fure  thatr  he  could  not  himfelf  know  the  n 
truth  of  any  one  aflertion  he  has  made  •,  that  he  does  not 
even  bint  "at  any  authority  of  others,  bn  which  he  could  . 
rely,  and  that  hc:.has  dr^wn  this  charafler  in  direct  op-    * 
pofition  to  one  given  to  tlie  fame  perfon,  'by the  beft*  and 
moft  competent  judge,  in. the  world;  we  ihbuld  be  apt  /i 
to  conclude,  that  the  whole  muft  ha^^e  proceeded  ffom  a 
mind,  fraught  with  antrncommon  portion  of  malignity. 

But  his  condudt  maybe  accounted  for  upon  a  princi- 
ple not  quite  of  fo  black, a  die.  .  His  Lordfliip  confidered 
only  how  he  Ihould  appear  :m  the  light  of  an  author.  He 
had  before  drawn  a  fancied  I  pidture  of  Stdla,  whom  alfo 
he  had  never  feen,  in  which  he  had  coUeftccJ  fuch  an  af- 
fcmblage  of  perfcftions,  from  the  whole  catalogue  of  fe- 
male beauties,  .gracc«j' virtues,  and  accomplilhmcnts,  as 
perhaps  never  met-  in  any  human  creature*  In  his  great 
liberality,  among  his  other  qualities  beftowed  on  her,  he 
gave  her^lkill  in  mufic,  of  which  fhe  did  not  know  a  /' 
note  i  for  (he  neither  fung,  nor  played  on  any  inftrument. 
As  the  drawing  of  this  charaiSter  coft  him  no  fmall  pains, 
he  took  the  uliial  method  of  novelifts  to  fet  it  off,  by 
making  that  of  her  rival  a  direft  contraft  to  it :  whofe  de- 
formity,  in  its  .turn,  became  more  confpicuous,  when  op- 
pofed  to  the  beautiful  colouring  in  the  other.     And  in 

X  doing 
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doing  this  he  apfwered  apother  end,  which  he  never  lo% 
pght  of  throughout  his  wprk^  that  of  d^ading  Swift  at 
much  as  poi^bte^  for,  if  the^  f:hara6lers  of  thoTe  two  La* 
dies  were  judly  drawn,  nothing  could  have  ihown  a  mor^ 
depraved  taf^e  in  Swift,  than  any  preference  given  to  thf 
}atter,  over  the  fbrcoer.  ^  . 

I  Ihall  ck>fe  the  l)iftory  of  this  unfprtunate  Lady»  witi| 
fwp  Uttle  Popms -written  \^y  I^cr,  ftmngly  defcriptivj?  df 
ber  ftate  of  giipdj  s^nd  affording,  in  fome  meafure,  ^^  cg0^ 
firmation  of  the  account  I  have  ^vc n  of  bcr« 

Art   ODE   tcr  SIRRING.  , 

H atlV  blu filing  goddefs^  beauteous  Springji 
IVbo,  in  thy  jocund  train,  ddik  bring 
Loves  amd:  Qraces,  fmiling  hourSj 
Balniy  breezes,,  fragrant,  flowers. 
Gome,  with  tmts  of  rofeate  hue. 
Nature's  faded  charms  leoew. 

Yet  why  (hould  I  thy  prefence  bail  9 
To  me  no  more  ^be  breathing  gale 
Comes  fraught  Wijth  fweeta,  na  more  the  rofe 
With  fuch  tranfcendent  beauty  blows^ 
As  when  Cadinus  bklib  thefcene. 
And  (har*d  with  me  tbofe  joys  ferene. 
When,  pnpeirceiv'd,.  the  lambent  fire 
Of  Friendfhip  kincUed  new  defire ; 
Still  likening  to  his  tuneful  tongue. 
The  truths  which  angels  might  have  fung^ 
Divine  ioipreft  their  gentle  fway. 
And  fwectly  ftole  my  foul  away. 
My  guide,  inftru&br,  lover^  friend,^ 
(Dear  names  I)  in  one  idea  blend  $ 
Oh  !  ftill  canjoin'd,  your  incenfe  rife^ 
And  waft  fweet  odours  to^  the  ikies«^ 
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i 

An   ODE   to   WISDOM. 

.   ^    OH  Pallas  !  I  invoke  thy  aid  ! 
Vbuchfafe  to  hear  a  wretched  maid. 
By  tender  love  depreft ;        -        • 
^Tisjuft'  that  thou  {houId*ft  heal  the  fmart, 
Infliaed  by  thy  fubtle  art, 

And  calm  my  troubled  breaflr. 

-*  ' 

No  random  (hot  from  Cupid'^  bow. 
But  by  thy  guidance,  foft  and  flow. 

It  fijnk  wirhin  my  heart : 
Tbus,  Love  being  arm*d  with  Wifdom's  force. 
In  vain  I  try  to  ftop  its  courfe, 

In  vain  repel  the  dart. 

O  Goddefs,  break  the  fatal  league. 
Let  Love,  with  Folly  and  Intrigue, 

More  fit  aflbciates  find  ! 
And  thou  alone,  within  my  breaft, 
O  !  deign  to  foothe  my  griefs  to  reft, 
.And  heal  my  tortur'd  mind. 

Immediately  after  the  death  of  Mifs  Vanhomrigh,  as  I 
have  already  mentioned.  Swift  made  a  tour  of  two  months 
in  the  fouthern  parts  of  Ireland  :  during  which  Mrs. 
Johnfon  remained  at  Wood-park  ;  nor  did  fhe  quit  ir  for 
fome  months  after  his  return,  probably  occaGoned  by  her 
refentment  at  the  preference  given  by  him  to  her  rival. 
However  upon  her  return  to  Dublin,  a  reconciliation  foon 
took  place..  He  welcomed  her  to  town  in  that  beautiful 
Poem,  called  "  Scella  at  Wood-park,"  in  which  he  in- 
dulged his  ufual  vein  of  raillery,  but  >concludgs  witfi  a 
high  compliment  to  Stella. 

For  tho'  my  raillery  were  true, 
A  cottage  is  Wood*park  with  you. 

Xa  He 
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He  had  an  opportunity  not  long  after  of  (hewing  that 
\  he  was  fincere.  in  this  declaration,  as  he  pafTed  a  whole 

fommcr  with  her  at  Quilca,  in  as  inconvenient  a  cabin, 
I  and  as  dreary  a  country  as  could  any  where  be  met  with : 

and  yet  he  often  declarcd^that  they  were  fomc  of  the  hap- 
pieft  hours  of  his  life  which  he  thus  pafled.  They  were 
indeed  foAr^e  of  the  laft  in'which  he  had  any  enjoyment 
in  her  fociecy,  as  fiie  fbon  after  fell  into  a  decline,"attcnd- 
cd  with  fuch  fymptoms  as  afforded  little  pfofpeTft  of  any 
long  concinuancp  of  life.  The  firft  account  vif  hcf  ftate 
being  dcfperate,^  reached  Swift  in  I/)ndon,  as  w^  before 
related.  The  following  rcxtriads  from  his  letter  to  Dr- 
Sheridan  on  the  occafion,  will.beft  (hew  .with  what  ^« 
nies  of  mind  he  received  it. 

*'  I  have  your's  juft  now  .of  the  19th,  and  thc.acGOunt 
you  give  me,  is  nothing  but  what  I  have  fpme  ti;T]ie  ex- 
pected with  the  utmoft  agonies.     It  was'at  this  time  the 

bed  office  your  friendfliip  could  do,  not  to  deceive  me, 

•  •  •  <    • 

I  look  upon  this  to  be  the  greateft  event  thar  can  ever 
happen  to  me>  bur  all  nly  preparations  will  not  fuffice  to 
make  mc  bear*it  Uke  ^  Philofdpher,  nor  altogether  like  a 
Chriftian.  There  ha^  been  the  moft  intimate  friendfliip 
between  us  f:x)n>  her  childhood^  and  the  greateft  njierit  on 
her  fide,  that  ever  v/as  in  one  human  creature  towards 
another.  Nary,  if  I  were  now  near  her,  I  would  not  fee 
her  J  I  could  not  behave  myfelf  tolerably,  ai>d  fhould  re- 
double her  forrow.  Judge  in  what  a  tamper  0/  mind  I 
write  this.     Th.e  very  rime  I  am  writing,  I  conclude  the 

faireft  Ibul  in  the  v^orld  has  left,  its  body — ConfufionI 
* «.   •  ^  ■        .  ,  .  if 

that  I  am  this  moment  called  down  to  a  vifitor,  when  I 
am  in  the  countryy  and  not  in -my.  power  to  deny  myfelf. 
I  have  palTcd  a  very  conllrained  hour,  and  now  return  to 
fay   1  know   not  what.     1  have  been  long  weary  of  the 

*  world,  and  (hall  for  my  fmall  remainder  of  years  be  weary 

of  life,  having  for  ever  Joft  that  converfaiion,  wl*ich  a- 

^  lone  could  make  it  tolerable/* 

^'  ^  Soon 
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Soon  after  this,  we  have  fcen  that  he  returned  to  Ire- 
land, where  he  found  the  danger  over,  and  was  made 
happy  by  her  recovery.  But  on  his  next  journey  to  Lon- 
don in. the  following  year,  he  was  again  alarmed  with  an 
account  of  a  moft  dangerous  relapfe-  The  efftdt  this  had 
on  him  will  be  beft  defcribed  by  his  own  expreffions  \a 
his  letter  to  Dr.  Sheridan.  .  ; 

^  *'  I  have  had  your  letter  of  the  19th,  and  expeft,  be- 
fore you  read  this,  to  receive,  another  from  you,  with 
the  moft  fatal  news  that  can  ever  come  to  me,  unlefs  I 
fhould  be  put  to  death  for  fome  ignominious  crime.  I 
continue  very  ill  with  my  giddinefs  and  deafnefs,  and  I 
fli^li  be  p^rfeftly  content  if  God  fhall  pleafe  to  call  me  at 
this  time.  I  beg,  if  you  have  not  writ  to  me  before  you 
get  this,  to  tell  me  no  particulars,  but  the  event  in  ge- 
neral :  my  weaknefs,  my  age,  my  friendlhip  will  bear  no 
more.  I  do  not  intend  to  return  to  Ireland  lb  foon  as  I 
purpofcd ;  I  would  not  be  there  in  the  midft  of  grief. 
Neither  my  health  nor  grief  will  permit  me  to  fay  more. 
This  ftroke  was  unexpedcd,  and  my  fears  laftyear  were 
ten  times  greater/' 

In  a  fubfequent  letter  he  fays,  **  If  I  had  any  tolerable 
health,  T would  go  this  moment  to  Ireland  ;  yet  I  think 
I  would  not,  confidering  the  news  I  daily  expedt  to  hear 
from  you,     I   have  juft  received  yours  of  Auguft  the 
24th.     I  kept  it  an  hojiir  in  my  pocket,  with  all  the  fuf- 
penfe  of  a  man  who  expeded  to  hear  the  worft  news  that 
fortune  could  give  him,  and  at  th,c  fame  time  was  not  a* 
ble  to  hold  up  my  head.     Thefe  are  perquifites  of  Jiving  ^ji 
long;  the  laft  aft  of  life  is  always  a  tragedy  at  beft;  but, 
it  is  a  bitter  aggravation  to  have  one's  beft  friend  go  be-r  ^) } 
fore  one.     I  do  profefs,  upon  my  falvation,  that  the  dif-  t, 
trefled  and  defpcrate  condition  of  our  fHcncl,  makes  life 
lb  indifferent  to  me,  who  by  courfp^  Of  natu*^  have  fo  Yiu 
Xlf  left,  that  I  do  npt  thiiVk  ito^^th  <he  tkjte  ti>ftruggle'j  •'' 

^3    '  y« 
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yet  I  fbould  think,  according  to  iwhat  bad  been  (ormtAf^ 
that  I  may  happen  to  overcome  this  diforder;  9nd  to 
what  advantage  ?  Why,  to  fee  the  k>r9  of  ihat  perfen^ 
for  whofe  fake  only  lifc^as  worth  preferving.     Wbai 

X  ^    have  J  to  do  in  this  world  ?  I  never  was  in  fujch  agonies  a$ 
when  I  received  your  letter,  and  had  it  in  my  pocket. 

!)   I  am  able  tg  hold  up  my  forry  head  no  longer.  •* 

Let  any  one  who  underflands  the  language  of  n^ture^ 
judge  whether  the  Writer  of  the  above  paflages,  had  noc 
a  heart  fqfceptible  of  the  utmoft  tenderneis  and  warmth 
of  friendship. 

Nqr  was  it  to  his  friend  Sheridan  alone  that  he  thu$: 
opened  his  heart :  I  have  a  letter  before  me,  neyer  pub* 
lilhed,  to  Mr,  Stopford,  then  at  Paris,  dated  from 
Twickenham,  July  20,  1726,  in  which  is  the  following 
paflage:  <^  I  fear  I  fhall  have  more  than  ordinary  reafon^ 
to  wifh  you  a  near  neighbour  to  me  in  Ireland,  and  that 
your  conrjpany  will  b^  more  qeccflfary  than  ev)er,  when  ( 
tell  you  that  I  never  was  in  fo  great  dejedion  of  fpirits, 
fqr  I  lately  receive^  a  letter  from  Mr.  Worral,  that  one 
of  the  two  oldeft  and  deareft  friends  I  have  in  the  world^ 
is  in  fo  defperate  a  condition  of  health,  as  makes  me  ex- 
peft  every  poft  to  hear  of  her  death.  It"  is  tSe  youngc? 
pf  the  two,  with  whom  I  have  lived  in  the  greateft  friends 
(hip  for  thirty.tbrec  years.  I  know  yqu  will  (hare  in  mg 
trouble,  becaufe  tber?  were  few  perfons  v?hom  I  believe 
you  more  efteemed.     For  my  part,  ^  I  val^e  life  very 

/ ;  little^  fo  the  poor  cafqal  remains  of  it,  after  fuch  a  lofs^ 
would  be  a  bqrdcn  that  I  mulft  heartily  beg  God  AU 
mighty  tft  enable  me  %o  bear :  and  I  think  there  is  not  a^ 
greater  folly  than  that  of  entering  into  tQo  ftricS:  and  par* 
tficular  9  friend&ip,  ^itb  thp  Ipfs  of  which  a  i:p£in-  mull  be 
^bfolutcly  nfiiferable^^  but  efpecially  a;  aa  age  when  it  1^ 
foo  late  tft  engage  m  ^  w^w.ffiendfhip.  Bcfides,  th«t  wa« 
^P^rfw  i^  myowtk  ref^i0g;M^<J  inftru^ipg  frgna.chiklT 
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fioDd,  who  excelled  in  every  gocxi  qAjaliey  that  can  pof-    . 
fibly  accomplifli  a  human  creature*    They  have  hitherto  ^^ 
written  me  deceivii^  letters,  but  Mr,  Worral  has  been  fd 
juft  and  prudent  as  to  tell  rfte  the  truth ;  which^  ho^^ 
ever  racking,  is  better  than  t6  be  ftruck  on  the  fudden; 
Pear  James^  pardon  me^    I  know  not  what  I  am  faying^ 
but  believe  me  that  violent  friendfliip  is  much  more  laft^i  // 
ing^  and  as  much  engaging,  as  violent  love.     Adieu » 

**  if  this  accident  ihould  happen  before  I  fet  out,  I 
l)elieve  I  Ihall  flay  this  winter  in  England,  where  it  will 
be  at  leaft  eafier  to  find  fome  rcpdTe  than  upon  the  ipbt." 

However,  as  fhe  ftill  continued  to  linger  on,  dying  by 
flow  degrees,  he  returned  to  Dublin,  as  we  have  before 
fcen,  in  order  to  difcharge  the  laft  melancholy  offices  of 
friendlbip,  by  fmoothing  her  paiTage  to  the  grave,  and 
foftening  the  terrors  of  death  with  all  the  comfortabte 
hopes  which  religion  can  hold  forth.  The  prayers  com- 
pofed  by  him  on  this  occafion,  are  written  in  as  pure  a 
ftrain  of  Chriftian  piety,  as  ever  came  from  an  uhinfpirc4 
pen* 

A  ihort  time  before  her  death  a  fcene  paffed  between 
the  Dean  and  her,  an  aiccount  of  which  I  had  from  rpy 
father,  and  which  I  (hall  relate  with  reluftancci  as  it 
feems  to  bear  more  hard  on  Swift's  honiariity  than  any 
other  part  of  his  conduct  in  life.  As  flxe  found  her  fina) 
difiblution' approach,  a  few  days  before  it  happened,  in 
the  prcfence  of  Dr.  Sheridani  Ihc  addrefled  Swift  in  tha 
moft  earneft  and  pathetic  terms  to  grant  her  dying  re.- 
lEjueft.  That  as  the  ceremony  of  marriage  had  paffed  be- 
tween  them>  though  for  fundry  confiderations  they  had 
not  cohabited  in  that  ftatc,  in  order  to  put  it  out  of  the 
power  of  flander  to  be  bufy  with  her  fame  after  death, 
Ihe  adjured  hirii  by  their  fricndlhip  to  let  her  have  the  fa- 
tisfadion  of  dying  at  leaft,  though  (he  had  not  livedo  Ws 
acknowledged  wife.     Swifts  made  no  reply,  but  wniirig 
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on  hig  he«l»  walked  Glcntly  out.  of  the  room,  nor  ever 

iaw.her  afterward^  during  the  few  days  (be  lived.     Thi^ 
behaviour  threw  Mrs^  Jqhnfon  ioco  unfpeakable  agonies^ 
and  for  a  time  fhe  fuqk  under  the  weight  of  fo  cruel  ^ 
difappoinitrnept.     3qt  ibon  after,  roufed  by  indignation, 
(he  invciighed  againft  his  cruelty  in  the  bittercft  terms ; 
jind;  fending  fqr  ^  lawyer,  made  her  will,  bequeathing  her 
fortune  by  her  own  name  to  charitable  ufes.     This  was 
^one  j/i.the  prefence  of  Dr.  Sheridan,  whom  (he  appoint- 
ed one  pf  her  executors.     Upon  this  occafion  the  Doftor 
gave  an  inftance  of  his  djfinterefted  fpirit ;  for.  when  Mrs, 
Johnfon  mentioned  his  name  to  the  lawyer,  annexing  a 
very  handfome  legapy  to  it,  the  Dodor  ithmediately  inr 
ferpofed,  and  would  not  Xuffcr  it  to  be  put  dpwn,  faying, 
fhat  as  flic  difpofcd  of  her  fortune  to  fuch  pious  ufes,  he 
ftould  think  he  defrauded  the  charity  if  he  accepted  of 
any  part  of  it.     puring  the  few  days  Ihc  lived  after  thi?, 
Dr»  Shqrjd^n  gave  her  conftant  attendance,  and  was  in  the 
chamber  when  flie  breathed  her  lajl.   .His  grief  for  her  lol§ 
was  not  perhaps  inferior  to'  the  Dean's.     He  admired  her 
^bove  all  human  beings,  and  loved  lier  with  a  devotion  as 
pure  as  that  which  we  would  pay  to  Angels.     She,  oa 
her  part,  had  e?rly  fingled  him  out  frpm  all  the  Dean's 
acquaintance,  as  hpr  cpnfidential  friend.-   There  grew  up 
the  clofcft  amity  between  them,  which  fubfiftcd,  without 
interruption,  to  the  time  of  her  deatji.     During  her  long 
illnefs,  he  never  paffed  an  hour  from  her  which  could  be 
fpared  from  bufinefs  •,  and  his  conyerfation,  in  the  Dean's 
abfcnce,  was  the  chief  fordial  to  fupport  her  drqoping 
Jpirits,     Qf  her  great  regard  for  hini  3wif(:  bears  tcfti- 
iliony,  in  the  clofe  of  one  pf  his  letters  to  him  from  Lor^- 
dqn^^ where  he  fays,  "  I  ftar  while  ypu  are  reading  this, 
you  will  be  fliedding  tears  ^t  her  funeral:  Ihe  loved  you 
wrell,.  and;  a  great  (hare  of  the  little  merit  1  have  with  you, 
•I?  9StiPQ  ^9  h^r  ^^^cita^^oflt"    I^p  wonder  therefore  if  the 

" Poftor'^ 
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^         l>o6ter*s  humanity  was  Ihocked  at  the  laft  fcene  which  he  ' 

i  faw  pafs  between  her  and  the  Dean,  and  which  affeded 
him  fo  much,  that  it  was  a  long  time  before  he  could  be 
thoropghly  reconciled  to  him. 

Yet  on  the  Dean's  part  it  may  be  faid,  that  be  was 
taken  by  furprife,  and  had  no  reafon  to  expe<£t  fuch  an 
attack  at  that  time.     We- have  already  feen  the  motives 

'  which  induced  him  to  go  through  the  ceremony,  arid  the 
conditions  upon  which  it  was  performed.  After  feveral 
years  paflcd  without  any  confequence  from  it^  or  any  rea- 
fon offered  for  publifhing  this  to  the  world,  it  feems  to 
have  been  agreed  between  them  that  the  whole  (hould  be 

I        buried  in  oblivion,  as  if  no  fuch  thing  had  ever  happened. 

i         Infomuch,  that  he  had  recommended  it  to  her  to  make 

I  her  will,  and  bequeath  her  fortune  to  a  charitable  ufe 
which  he  had  pointed  out  to  her.  The  marriage  was  'evi- 
dently a  mere  matter  of  form,  intended  only  to  fatisfjr 
feme  vain  fcruples  of  the  Lady,  without  any  view  to  the 
ufual  ends  of  matrimony,  and  therefore  was  in  izSc  no 
marriage  at  all.  To  acknowledge  her  as  his  wife,  when 
in  reality  (he  never  had  been  fuch,  would  be  to  give 

i  fanAion  to  ^  fallhood,  and  at  the  fame  time  afford  an  op- 
jX)rtunity  to  bufy  tongues  to  draw  a  thoufand  inferences 
prejudicial  to  bis  charader.  Or,  if  the  real  ftate  of  the 
cafe  were  known,  and  it  were  believed  that  no  confum- 
mation  ever  followed  on  this  marriage,  yet  he  thought  it 
would  ill  become  the  characiler  of  a  dignitary  of  the 
church,  to  have  it  known  to  the  world  that  he  had  made 
a  mockery  of  fo  facred  a  ceremony,  though  he  might  re- 
Wjicile  it  to  himfclf  upon  principles  of  humanity.  Bc- 
fides,  the  tongue  of  fcandal  had  been  very  bufy  v;ith  his 
fame  ifi  regard  to  lylrfs  Vanhomrigh ;  and  they  who  could 
charge  him  with  an  illicit  amour  there,  would  not  fail  io 
aggravate  the  matter,  by  Ihewing  that  he  had  a  wife  at 
jhp  f^m^  tjmp..    <^Xi  tl^efc  cQnfidcratipns  he  b^d  long  re- 

folved 
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folved  that  the  fectei  of  the  ceremaiy's  having  paflfed  be* 
tween  them,  (houkl  never  be  divulged ;  and  te  had  alt 
the  reaibn  in  the  workl  to  believe  thait  Mrs,  Jobnfon  wai 
in  the  fame  fentiments.     How  anxious  he  was  to  guard 
againft  any  appearance  of  that  fort,  we  may  learn  from 
his  letters  to  Mr.  Worral,  written  from  England  at.  the 
time  her  life  was  defpaired  of.    In  which  thire  are  the 
following  paflTages,    July   15,  1726.     ^*  Whw  yotf  teU 
tne  of  Mrs.  Johnfon,  I  have  long  e^^pe&ed,  with  great 
oppreflion  and  beavinefs  of  heart.     I  have  thefe  two 
inontlM  fcen  through  Mrs.  Dinglcy's  di%uifcs:  and  in* 
deed  ever  fince  I  left  you,  iny  heart  has  been  fo  fufdc, 
that  1  have  not  been  the  fame  man,  nor  ever  ihalt  b^ 
•gain,  but  drag  on  a  wretched  liie,  'nil  it  ihall  pkaft 
God  to  call  me  away.     I  wi(h  it  could  be  brought  about 
that  Jhe  might  make  her  wilL     Her  intentions  are,  to 
kave  the  inttrefl:  of  all  her  fortune  to  her  mother  and  fif* 
ter,  during  their  lives,  and  afterwards  to  Dr.  Stephens's 
fcofpital,  to  purchafe  lands  for  fuch  ufes  there,  as  (he  de^ 
figns.     Think  how  I  am  difpofed  while  I  write  this,  and 
forgive  the  inconfiilencies.     1  would  not  for  the  univerfe 
be  prefcnt  at  fuch  a  trial,  as  that  of  feeing  her  depart. 
She  will  be  among  friends,  that  upon  her  own  account 
and  great  worth,  will  tend  her  with  all  poffible  care, 
where  I  Ibould  be  a  trouble  to  her,  and  the.  greateft  to^ 
ment  to  myfelf.     In  cafe  the  matter  ihould  be  defperate, 
I  would  have  you  advifc,  if  they  come  to  town,  that  they 
ihould  be  lodged  in  fome  healthy  airy  part,  andn&i  in  the 
Deanery  \    which  bcGdcs,    you  know,   (annoi  but  he  a 
very  improper  thing  fet  that  bouf^  to  breathe  her  kjt 


Z7T. 


In  another  of  September  12,  1727,  he  fays,  **  By 
Dr.  Sheridan's  frequent  letters,  I  am/  every  poft,  ex^ 
pcfting  the  death  of  a  friend,  with  whofe  lofs  I  (haH  bafe 
very  lictlc  regard  for  th^  few  year^  that  nature  ipay  leave 
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me.  I  dcfirc  to  know  where  my  two  friends  lodge,  i 
gave  a  caution  to  Mrs.  Brent,  that  it  might  not  be  in  ♦ 
domo  dicanty  quoniamboc  minime  decet^  uti  manifeftum  e0 : 
babeo  enim  malignos  quijinijire  hoc  interfretahuntur^fi  eve^ 
mat  (qu9d  Deus  avertat)  ut  illic  moriaturJ* 

Thus  predetermined  as  he  was  in  this  point,  and  fa- 
tisfied  that  Mrs.  Johnfon  perfcftly  acquiefccd  in  it,  no- 
thing could  have  aftonifhed  him  more  than  fuch  a  pro- 
pofaL  He  thought  it  both  unkind  and  unreafonablc 
in  his  bofom  friend  to  make  fuch  a  requefl:  $  which,  if 
granted,  could  be  of  no  ufe  to  her  when  dead,  and 
might  be  the  caufe  of  much  uneafinefs  to  him  the  fur« 
vivon  The  pretence  (he  made  with  regard  to  her  cha- 
rafter,  he  knew  could  be  only  a  pretence,  as  no  woman 
living  had  a  more  unblemiihed  reputation,  being  coa«« 
fidered  by  all  who  knew  her  as  a  perfe&  pattern  of  mo- 
defty  to  her  fex,  and  fo  reported  in  the  world.  It  might 
therefore  be  imputed,  with  probability,  to  no  other 
caufe  but  vanity;  to  have  her  name  preferved  to  future 
ages  as  the  wife  of  fo  extraordinary  a  man ;  and  he  might 
think  hinifelf  not  bound  to  gratify  a  weaknefs  in  her, 
at  the  expence  of  procuring  much  difquiet  to  himfelf. 
And  though  there  was  an  apparent  cruelty  in  his  brha^ 
Tiour  on  this  occafion,  yet  whoever  could,  have  looked 
into  his  bread:  at  the  time,  would  probably  have  found 
it  agitated  with  as  deep  a  concern  at  his  not  being  able 
to  comply  with  her  requeft,  as  fee  was  at  his  refufal  of 

it. 

A,  relation  of  this  tranfaftion  fuHy  confirms  the  ac- 
count I  have  given  of  the  jiature  of  their  union.  For 
the  oaly  unequivocal  proof  remaining  of  the  ceremony's 
having  paffcd  between  theiPji  ariies  from  Mrs.  Johnfon's 

•  Jn  the  D*»»ery-hpnfc,  beeaufp  this  would  evidently  be  very  im- 
pioper^  as  I  have  many  maligners,  who  would  put  a  bad  interprets* 
liOQ  on  it|  if  it  Itu3ul4  )id|»|>en  (wl)ic)^  God  fpT^id  •}  that  ihe  (honld  die 

^eclaratioi^ 
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declaration  of  it,  in  the  prefcncc  of  Dr.  Sheridan,  at 
the  tinne  above-nnehtioned.  And  as  the  faft  has  of  late 
been  denied,  upon  the  authority  of  pcrfons  fo  clofcly 
connected  with  the  parties,  as  to  give  it  great  weight, 
I  thought  it  neceffary  to  adduce  this  indubitable  proof 
of  the  truth  of  the  account  which  I  have  given  of  that 
affair. 

Upon  this  occafion,  there  is  one  obfervation  to  bcf 
made  nnuch  to  Swift's  honour;  which  is,  that  in  rcfu- 
fing  to  acknowledge  Mrs.  Johnfon  as  his  wife,  he  gave 
up  all  pretenfions  to  her  fortune,  which  otherwife  muft 
of  courfe  have  come  to  him.  But  he  had  no  view  to- 
wards any  inheritance  from  her,  either  as  a  wife,-  or  a 
friend.  For  we  find  by  his  letter  to  Worral  above 
quoted,  that  he  had  long  before  fuggefted  the  idea  to 
her  of  leaving  her  fortune  to  charitable  ufes,  andfeems 
prcfling  that  fhe  Ihould  be  prevailed  on  to  make  her 
will  accordingly.  The  fame  difinterefted  fpirit  did  he 
ftiew  with  regard  to  Mifs  Vanhomrigh^  breaking  off  all 
connection  with  her  at  a  time  when  he  knew  fhe  had  in 
her  will  bequeathed  her  whole  fortune  to  him,  which 
was  very  confiderable.  So  that,  at  tbis  period  of  his 
life  at  leaft,  avarice  had  laid  no  hold  of  him. 

Thus  have  I  given  a  true  relation  of  the  nature  of 
Swift's  connexion  with  Mrs.  Johnfon,  and  laid  open 
the  caufe  of  their  never  having  cohabited  after  the  ce- 
remony of  marriage  had  paQed  between  them.  To 
account  for  which  fo  many  conjeftures  have  been  for- 
med without  any  foundation.  Among  thefe  there  was 
one  fo  very  abfurd,  and  fo  utterly  impofllble  to  be  trua^ 
that  it  is  wonderful  how  it  could  ever  gain  any  credit ; 
and  yet  this  report  was  for  a  long  time  generally  fpread 
and  believed.  It  was  aflerted,  without  any  fhadow  of 
proof,  that  Mrs.  Johnfon  was  a  natural  daughter  of  Sir 
William  Temple's^  and  in  the  fame  way,  that  Swift 

wa4 
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was  his  foij,  and  that,  the  difcovery  of  this  confangui^ 
nity,  when  or  how  made  was  never  told,  was  the  caufc 
of  their  not  cohabiting.  Now  to  overthrow  this*  it  is 
only  ncceflary  to  examine  the'  time  of  Swift's  birth, 
which,  was  in  November  1667,  and  to  fhew  that  Sir 
William  Temple  had  been  employed  as  Ambaflador  ia 
the  treaty  of  Nimcguen,  two  years  before,  and  three 
years  after  that  date,  during  which  time  he  refided  con- 
ftantly  abroad.  And  indeed  there  is  good  reafon  to  be-^ 
ilieve  that  he  never  fo  much  as  faw  Swift's  mother  in 
his  life.  This  was  fo  clearly  {hewn  by  Dr.  Delany, 
that  any  mention  of  it  here  might  be  thought  unnccef- 
farv,  had. there  not  been  publiftied  fince  that  time  a  molt 
circumftantial  account  of  that  affair,  in  the  Gentle- 
m^n's  Magazine  for  November  1757^  in  which  the 
Writer  pretends  to  give  the  whole  account  of  Mrs* 
Johnfon's  Life,  as  well  as  that  of  her  mother,  with 
fuch  a  confident  air,  and  fo  nriany  minute  particulars,  as 
deceived  one  of  the  Editors  of  Swift's  Warks  into  a  be- 
lief that  the  account  was  authentic  i  infomuch,  that' he 
has  inferted  the.  whole  in  the  notes  upon  one  of  the  vo- 
lumes. How  he  came  to  place  fuch  implicit  confidence 
in  the  veracity  of  an  Anonymous  Writer,  is  ftrange; 
but  it  would  be  eafy  to  prove,  that  the  whole  of  this 
fiftitious  tale  was  the  invention  of  fome  novelifl,  who 
had  a  mind  to  amufe  himfclf  with  (hewing  how  eafily 
the  credulity  of  mankind  is  impofed  on,  by  any  ex- 
Iraordinary  or  marvellous  (lory.  However,  in  order  to 
xieftroy  the  fabric,  it  will  be  only  necefTary  to  fay,  that 
the  whole  was  founded  upon  a  faft  already  proved  im- 
pofliblc  to  be  true,  which  is  that  Swift  was  Sir  William 
Temple's  fon.  And  with  refpcdt  to  Mrs.  Johnfon, 
there  can  be.no  reafon  to  doubt  the  authority  of  Swift's 
account,  who,  in  the  little  Tra£t  written  on  her  death, 
has  this  pa(rage.     ^^  She  was  .born  at  Richmond  in 

Surry, 
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Surry,  6n  the  13th  day  of  March  in  the  ycaf  1(SW. 
Her  father  was  a  younger  brother  of  a  good  family  m 
Nottinghamlhire,  her  mother  of  a  lower  degree ;  and 
indeed  fiie  had  little  to  boaft  of  her  birth/*  ' 

Having  thus  developed  his  conduft,  which  has  tiU 
Iherto  appeared  in  fo  myfterious  a  light  to  the  world, 
with  regard  to  the  two  unfortunate  Ladies,  who  had 
placed  tbcir  affeftiojis  on  an  objeft  probably  not  capable 
of  making  a  fui table  return,  or  who,  at  Icaft,  had  IhewQ 
Jiimfelf  a  perfeft  Platonift  in  love  i  I  fhall  now  examine 
fcis  charafter  with  regard  to  the  ftill  nobler  afFedion  of 
the  human  mind,  1  mean  friendlhip.  There  have  been 
already  many  inftances  given  in  the  courfc  of  this  work, 
to  (hew  that  he  had  a  heart  fvifceptible  of  the  warmeft 
impreffions  of  chat  fort,  but  ftill  his  friendlhip  was  pof^ 
cioried  out  among  numbers ,  and  it  feems  to  have  beeh 
almoft  equally  Ihared  by  Addifon,  Prior,  Arbuthnot> 
Gay,  Popt?,  L6rd  Oxford,  Duke  of  Ormond,  Lord  Pe- 
terborough, and  many  others ;  but  to  the  perfeftion  of 
true  fificndfhip  it  is  neccffary  that  there  fliOuId  be  oftd 
particular  individual,  fele6bed  from  the  reft  of  mankind, 
iwho  may  be  conlidered  as  another  fclf,  to  whom  we  can 
tinbofom  bur  moft  fecret  thoughts,  before  whorh  wt 
are  not  afhamed'to  lay  open  our  weaknefTes  and  foibl^s> 
or,  in  the  expreffive  phrafe,  to  chink  aloud.  This  poft 
was  never  hitherto  occupied  by  any  mani  but  Swift 
found  no  deficiency  on  that  account,  as  it  was  amplyV 
^nd  more  pleaiingly  fupplied  by  one  of  the  other  kty 
the  incomparable  Stella.  And  to  this,  in  procefs  ct 
time,  did  Sheridan  fucceed.  His  acquaintance  with 
the  Dean  commenced  foon  after  his  fetdement  in  Ire- 
land in  the  following  manner.  The  Dean,  who  bad 
heard  much  of  Sheridan  as  a  man  of  wit  and  huipour, 
defired  a  common  friend  to  bring  them  together.  They 
palTed  the  day  much  tO  tjieir  mutual  fati&faAioo  1  and 

when 
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when  the  company  broke  lip  at  night.  Swift  in  his 

vfqal  ironical  w$}ri  fald,  *^  I  invite  all  here  prefent  to 

dine  with  me  next  Thurfda}r>  £»cept  Mn  Shmdan,** 

but  with  $  look  which  exprefled  that  the  invitatbn  was 

m«de  wholly  on  his  account.     There  are  certain  fpirits, 

fdncor/ia  anima,  that  on  the  firft  interview  fed  an  irr&>- 

fiftibie  Attraftion  to  each  other,  and  rufh  into  friend- 

ibip,  as  fome  do  into  love,  ^t  firil  fight  $  and  fuch  was 

the  cafe  between  thefe  two  men  of  genius,  who  had  « 

great  fimilarity  both  of  difpofition  and  talents ;  and  who 

in  1^  Ihortt  tim^  became  infeparable.     This  union  Was 
forwarded,   and  afterwards  ccnoented  by  Stella>  wh4 

gaye  the  Dodpr  the  preference  to  all  the  Dean's  other 
friends.  As  Swift  had  pafled  very  Ijttle  time  in  Dubljii 
previous  to  his  fettling  there,  he  had  very  few  acquaint* 
ance  except  among  thofe  of  high  ftation  i  to  the  pro- 
motion of  ibme  of  whom  he  had  contributed^^  and  di4 
good  offices  to  others,  when  he  was  in  power  ^  fuch  a!$ 
(he  Primate,  ArchbiQiop  of  Dublin,  the  Lord  Chanr 
fellor  Phipps,  Bilhop  Sterne,  £^c.  tjut  as  he  wiAied  for 
a  fociety  where  he  could  be  more  at  his  eaie,  and  in* 
dulge  his  fportive  fancy,  Sheridan  introduced  him  into 
a  numerous  acquaintance « of  the  moft  diftinguiibed 
men  of  thofe  times  for  talents,  erudition,  and  com-» 
panionable  qualities.  As  he  was  allowed  to  be  the  firll 
fchooln^after  in  thp  kingdom,  an  intimacy  with  thof# 
fellows  of  the  College,  wbofe  acquaintance  he  chofe 
to  cultivate,  followed  of  courfe  j  and  there  happened 
at  that  time  to  be  a  greater  npnm^ber  of  learned  and  in-» 
gcnious  nrven  in  that  body,  than  ever  had  been  knawrj 
before  at  apy  given  period.  An  acquaintanc&naturallv 
commenced  with  fuch  families  of  diftindljon  as  en- 
trufted  their  children  to  his  care.  Beiid'es,  as  he  was 
looked  upon  to  be  one  of  the  moft  agreeable  compa- 
f  anions  in  the  world ,  his  fociecy  was  much  courted  by 

all 
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alt  perfbns  of  tafte.     With  a  felcft  fet  of  thefe  did  SWift 
paft  moft  of  his  fcftivc  hours  for  paany  years ;  but  irt 
the  rouad  of  entertainments  care  was  always  taken  to 
engage.  Sheridan  before  a  party  was  fixed,  as  the  Dean 
^as  never  known  to  be  in  perfeft  good  hurtiour,  but 
when  he  was  one  of  the  company* 
•    As  many  of  the  evening  parties  were  made  up  of  this 
chofen  fet  in  the  college,  where  fubjeds  of  literature 
were  often  the  topics-of  convc;r,fation.  Swift,  who  could 
not  bear  to  be  confidered  in  an  inferior  light  by  any  fo- 
ciety  into  which  he  had  entered,  found  it  neceffary  to 
revive  his  knowledge  of  Greek  and  Latin,  which  in  the 
hurry  of  politics  and  buftle  of  the  world,  he  had  lb  long 
neglcfted.     With  this  view  he  invited  Dr.  Sheridan  to 
n    pafs  his  vacations  with  him  at  the  Deanery,  where  an 
apartment  was  fitted  wp  for  him,  which  ever  after,  went 
by  his  name;  and  aflifted  by  him  he  went  through  a 
complete  courfe  of  the  Greek  and  Roman  claflics.  Thii 
gave  him  a  full  opportunity  of  feeing  the  profound 
knowledge  which  the  Do6l:or  had  of  thofe  languages} 
and  he -ever  after  pronounced  him  to  be  the  beft  fcho- 
lar  in  Europe.     Thus  living  together  frequently  in  the 
fame  houfe,  in  a  communion  of  the  fame  ftudies,  and 
the  fa/ne  amufements,  a  clofer  conheftion  and  more 
intimate  union   followed,  than  Swift  had  ever  known 
with  any  mortal  except  Stella.     As  Sheridan  was  the 
moft  open  undifguifed  man  in  the  world,  it  did  not  re- 
quire mv|ch  time  or  penetration  to  fee  into  his  whole 
charafter  j  in  which  Swift  found  many  things  to  ad- 
mire, many  things  to  love,  and  little  to  offend.     He 
had  the  ftridlcft  regard  to  truth,  and  the  higheft  fenfe 
of  honour;    incapable  of  diflimulation  in  the  fmallcft 
degree  -,  generous  to  a  fault,  and  charitable  in  the  ex- 
treme.    Of  a  proud   independent  fprrit,  which  would 
l^ot  fufFcr  him  to  crouch  to  the  great  ones  of  the  world 

for 
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for  any  favour,  nor  to  put  on  even  the  appearance  of 
flattery.  He  had  a  heart  formed  for  friend/hip,  in 
which  Swift  had  the  firft  plade.  It  was  impoflible  not 
to  efteem  a  man  poffefled  of  qualities  fo  congenial  with 
his  own  J  but  his  affcftioh  was  engaged  by  thofe  of  a 
Icfs  exalted  kind,  and  more  pleafing  in  the  general  in- 
tcrcourfe  of  life.  Sheridan  had  a  lively  fancy,  and  a 
furprifing  quiclcnefs  of  invention.  He  had  fuch  a  per-* 
pctual  flow  of  fpirits,  fuch  a  ready  wit,  and  variety  of 
humour,  that  I  have  often  heard  his  acquaintance  fay> 
it  was  impoflible  for  the  moft  fplenetic  man  not  to  be 
cheerful  in  his  company.  Imagine  what  a  treafure  this 
muft  be  to  Swift,  in  that  gloomy  fl:ate  of  mind,  into 
which  the  difappointment  of  all  his  views,  upon  the 
Queen's  death  had  thrown  him ;  and  in  which  we  find 
from  his  letters,  he  continued  fo  many  years.  Defpair 
of  doing  any  good,  had  turned  his  thoughts  wholly 
from  public  aff^airs,  which  before  had  ingroflfed  fo  much 
of  his  time ;  and  he  was  not  in  a  difpofition  to  fet  about 
any  work  that  would  require  much  thought,  or  kbour 
of  the  brain  5  he  therefore  gave  himfeif  wholly  up  to 
t\it  bagatelle  J  and  to  writing  nothing  but  ^V«^ /sf'^^^^nV; 
in  which  no  one  was  better  qualified  to  keep  up  the  ball 
than  Sheridan.  For  one  whole  year  it  was  agreed  that 
they  fliould  write  to  each  other  in  verfe  every  day,  and 
were  to  be  upon  honour  that  they  would  take  up  no 
more  than  five  minutes  in  compofing  each  letter. 
Numbers  of  Riddles,  Anglo-Latin  Letters,  and  other 
whims  of  fancy  were  produced  in  the  fame  way.  But 
as  thefe  were  only  intended  for  private  amufcment,  rnofl: 
of  them,  when  they  had  ferved  their  turn,  were  com- 
mitted to  the  flames.  Some  few,  however,  have  efca- 
pcd,  and  are  printed  in  his  Works  5  which  may  ferve 
to  gratify  the  curiofity  of  fuch  Readers,  as  may  be  de- 
firous  to  have  a  private  peep,  as  it  were,  acthc  fancy  of 
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th-is  great  genius,,  when  froUckfome  and  unreffraintd 
flje  was  playing  her  fportivc  gaoibols  en  dejhahilb. 

With  all  thefe  good  qualities  and  pleafing  talent^ 
Swift  faw  fonst  weakneflcs  and  infirmities  in  his  fricnd„ 
which  he  in  vain  endeavoured  to  cure.  However  (killed 
lie  might  be  in  books,  he  was  a  pepfeft  child  as  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  world.  Being  wholly  void  of  artifice 
and  defign  himfelf,  he  never  fufpcfted  any  in  others  j. 
and  thus  became  ihe  dupe  of  all  artful  men  with  whom* 
lie  had  any  connc<5tion.  As  be  knew  not  how  tofet  a^ 
trvit  value  on  money,  he  had  na  regard  tocBconomy> 
and  his  purfc  was  always  open  to  the  indigent^  without 
conffdering  whether  he  could  afford  k  or  not.  In  con- 
verfation,  hia  fafxy  was  not  always^  under  the  dirqftion 
of  difcrctipn,  and  he  frequently  gave  offence  by  fudden. 
faHics>  without  intending  it.  Swift  afted  the  part  of  a* 
true  friend  on  thefe  occafions,.  and  was  not  fparing  9C 
his  admonitions  and  advice  as  opportunities  offered; 
but  he  found  the  Dodor  too  opinionated  to  be  guided 
by  the  judgment  of  others^  though  his  own-  wa^  too^ 
weak  to  reftraih  \m  natural  propcnfitics.  In  this  cafe 
die  beft  fervice  te^be  done>.  was>  to  increafchis  income 
in  proportion  to  the  largcnefs  of  his  fpirit,  as  his  fpirit 
was  not  to  be  confined  within  the  bounds  of  his  income. 
With  this  vi«w  Swift  was>  indefatigable  in  his^  endea- 
vours to  promote  the  flouiiiihing  ftate  of  his  fchooL 
He  Fecommendcd  him.  to  all  as  the  ableft  Matter  of  the 
age  ;  and  publifhed  a  Copy  of  Latin  Verfes  in  hispraife 
as  fuch  i  he  defcendcd  even  at  times  to  zSt  as  his  Ulhcr ;. 
and  frequendy  attended  at  fchool  to  hear  a  clafs ;:  when 
the  Dodor  was  illy  or  abfent  in  the  country,  he  fup^ 
plied  his  place ;  and  was  always  one  of  the  Examiners, 
at  the  Public  Quarterly  Examinations.  Such  attentioa 
paid  by  one  of  Swift's  high  charafter,  could  not  fail  of 
raifrng  the  Kputatioa  of  the  fchool  5.  and  accordingly  ic 
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lAcreafed  fo  rapidlyi  that  in  si  few  years  the  number  of 
fcholars  'far  exceeded  that  of  any  other  feminary  ever 
known  in  that  kingdom.  But  Swift  faw  with  cdnoern 
that  his  expences  kept  pace  with  his  income,  and  in- 
creafed  in  the  fame  proportion.  Indulging  his  natural 
difpofition,  he  made  frequent  coftly  entertdinnrifcnts, 
and  on  certain  days  when  he  was  freed  from  the  after- 
noon attendance  on  fchool,  his  table  was  open  to  all 
hons  vivans^yov\2\  companions,  &?r.  And  where  mirth 
and  good  wine  circulated  fo  brifkly,  it  is  to  be  fuppofed 
there  was  no  lack  of  guefts.  Swift  faw  there  was  no 
likelihood  of  any  change  in  his  condudl,  while  he  con- 
tinued iii  the  fame  place,  and  afTociated  with  the  fame 
fets.  In  companion  therefore  to  his  yoyng  and  yearly 
increafing  family,  he  formed  the  defign  of  having  him 
removed,  upon  very  advantageous  terms,  to  a  diftant 
part  of  the  kingdom,  where  he  would  have  ho  fuch 
temptation  to  indulge  the  extravagance  of  his  difpofi- 
tion.  It  happened  at  that  time  that  the  fchoolmafter  of 
Armagh  was  in  a  declining  (late  of  health.  That  fchool 
was  richly  endowed  with  lands,  whofe  clear  rent  amount- 
ed to  four  hundred^pounds  a  year,  a  confiderable  income 
in  thofe  days,  and  fully  equal  to  double  that  fum  at 
prefent.  Swift  wrote  to  a  friend  in  Armagh  to  fend  off 
an  exprefs  to  him  inftantly  on  the  death  of  the  incum- 
bent. Immediately  on  the'  receipt  of  this,  he  waited 
on  Primate  Lindfay  (to  whofe  advancement  Lindfay 
himfelf  acknowledges  in  one  of  his  letters.  Swift  had 
chiefly  contributed)  faying  he  had  a  favour  to  beg  of 
him.  That  he  was  going  to  turn  fchoolmafter,  and  de- 
fircd  he  would  give  him  the  fchool  of  Armagh.  It  is 
not  vacant,  faid  the  Primate.  .  Yes  but  it  is,  faid  Swift, 
ihewing  him  the  letter  he  had  received  by  exprefs.  Af- 
ter fome  raillery  from  the  Primate  on  the  Dean's  turn- 
ing fchoolmafter.  Swift  at  laft  faid.  Well,  my  Lord, 
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let  me  have  the  difpofal  of  the  fchool,  and  I'll  engage 
to  fill  it  up  to  your  mind ;  I  mean  to  place  Sheridan  in 
it.     The  Primate  confented  without  hefitation.     Swift 
immediately  went  to  the  Doftor  with  the  news,  who 
had  not  the  leaft  previous  intimation  of  the  affair  from 
the  Dean.     After  due  acknowledgments  of  his  kind- 
ncfs  on  this  occafion,  Sheridan  faid  that  he  muft  take 
ibme  time  to  confider  of  it;  and  that  he  could  not  take 
a  ftep,  upon  which  the  whole  colour  of  his  futui^e  life 
depended>  without  confulting  his  friends.   Your  friends, 
faid  Swift,  you  will  ever  be  a  blockhead  as  to  the  world  i 
becaufe  they  are  plcafed  with  your  company,  and  gra- 
tify themfclves  in  pafling  many  happy  hours  with  you 
in  focial  mirth,  you  fuppofe  them  to  be  your  friends. 
Believe  me  there  is  little  true   friendfhip  in  the  world  -, 
and  it  is  not  impoQiblc  but  the  very  men  who  now  hug 
you  to  their  bofpmsji  may  hereafter  turn  out  to  be  your 
inveterate  enemies.     Take  my  advice  j  confult  none  of 
them  J  but  accept  without  hefitation  of  an  offer  which 
will  fecure  you  a  handfome  income  for  life,  independent 
of  cafualties.     Befides,  your  fchool  will  probably  flou- 
ri(h  as  much  there  as  here,  as  the  high  reputation  you 
have  gained  in  Dublin   will  follow  you  to  the  Nortb> 
•and  fecure  to  you  all  the  boys  of  thatmoft  populous 
and  opulent  part  of  the  kingdom. 

The  Doftor  ftill  perfifted  in  his  refolution  of  con- 
fulting his  friends;  and  at  a  meeting  of  them  for  that 
purpofe,  chiefly  compofed  of  the  Fellows  of  the  Col- 
lege, they  were  unanimoufly  of  opinion  that  he  fhouM 
by  no  means  accept  of  the  propofcd  offer.  They  re- 
prefcntcd  to  him  that  his  fchool  was  in  a  moft  flourifli- 
ing  (late,  and  likely  to  increafe  daily.  That  he  could 
not  hope  to  have  any  thing  like  the  number  of  pupils 
in  a  country  town,  as  in  the  capital;  and  his  income^ 
even  with  the  addition  of  the  endowment,  would  f  fo- 
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bably  not  be  greater*  That  by  icfidiag  in  Dublin,  he 
might  make  fuch  powerful  connexions,  as  would  raifc 
him  to  confiderable  church  preferments,  all  cxpeflacion 
of  which  he  muft  give  up  if  he  buried  himfelf  in  an  ob- 
fcure  corner  of  the  kingdom.  By  thefe,  and  other  ar- 
guments of  the  like  nature,  the  Doctor  was  eafily  per- 
vaded to  follow  the  bent  of  his  inclination.  For  it 
muft  have  been  with  great  reludlance  that  he  would 
have  quitted  the  fociety  of  fuch  a  number  of  learned, 
ingenious,  and  agreeable  men^  as  then  formed  the 
circle  of  his  acquaintance. 

The  Doftor  had  too  much  reafon  afterwards  to  re- 
pent of  his  not  having  followed  Swift's  advice,  as  what 
he  had  foretold,  in  a  few  years  came  to  pafs.  Thofc 
very  men,  whom  he  confidered  as  his  beft  friends,  fee 
up  another  fchool  in  oppofition  to  his,  which  they  fup- 
ported  wich  all  their  inter<ft,  of  which  the  Doftor  fpeaks 
in  the  following  manner  in  a  letter  to  Swift :  «  As  for 
my  quondam  friends,  as  you  ftile  them,  quondam  them 
all.  It  is  the  moft  decent  way  I  can  curfe  them^  for 
chey  lulled  me  afleep,  till  they  ftole  my  fchool  into  the 
hands  of  a  blockhead,  and  have  driven  me  towards  the 
latter  part  of  my  life  to  a  difagreeable  folicude;  where 
1  have  the  mifery  to  rcfleft  upon  my  folly  in  making 
fuch  a  perfidious  choice,  at  a  time  when  it  was  not  ia 
my  nature  to  fufpeA  any  foul  upon  earth,"  In  anfwer 
to  which  Swift  fays— *^  I  own  you  have  too  much  rea- 
fon to  complaia  of  fome  friends,  who,  next  to  your- 
felf,  have  done  you  nrioft  hurt;  whom  1  ftill  efteem  and 
frequent,  although.  I  confefs  I  cannot  heartily  forgive* 
Yet  certainly  the  cafe  was  not  merely  perfonal  malice  to 
you  (although  it  had  the  fame  effcds)  but.  a  kind  of  I 
know  not  what  jobb,  which  one  of  them  hath  often 

heartily  repented."    ' 

Nothing  could  place  Swift's  friendlhipin  a  more  con- 
fpieuous  or  difintcrcfted  light,  than  this  whole  tranfac- 
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tlon.  To  have  parted  with  Sheridan  at  that  period  of 
life,  when  all  was  gloom  about  him,  when  he  moft 
wanted  fuch  a  friend  to  raifc  hi$  drooping  fpirits,  and 
Hich  an  affociate  in  the  only  amufements  which  he  wa$ 
then  capable  of  rejifliing,  would  have  been  to  him  like 
the  lofs  of  a  limb.  Yet  when  he  thought  that  it  wa$ 
peceffary  for  the  interefts  of  the  Doftpr  and  his  family, 
that  he  (faould  remove  from  his  fettlement  in  town,  tQ 
.i^  more  advantageous  and  fecure  one  in  the  country,  he 
himfelf  planned  the  fcheme  of  his  removal,  which  wa^ 
likely  to  end,  with  but  few  intervals,  in  4  fcparation 
for  life.  How  diffierent  is  this  from  the  falfe  reprcfenta- 
tion  made  of  him  by  Lord  Orrery.  He  had  faid 
f'  The  affeclion  between  Thefeus  and  Pirithqus,  wa^ 
pot  greater  than  between  Swift  and  Sheridan^  but  the 
friendlhip  that  cemented  the  two  ancient  heroes,  pro-? 
bably  commenced  upon  motives  very  different  froni 
thofe  which  united  the  two  modern  Divines."  His 
Lordfliip  did  npt  think  proper  to  ftate  what  thofe  mo- 
tiyes  were  ^  and  after  having  draWn  Sheridan's  charac- 
ter, with  as  little  regard  to  truth,  and  in  many  points, 
^s  little  refemblance  to  the  original  as  any  of  his  other 
portraits,  he  ^ffigns  Swift's  clofe  attachment  to  him  to 
the  meaneft  and  moft  felfifli  motives;  where  he  fay^ 
?*  In  thi§  fituation,  and  with  this  difpofition,  Swift  faft^ 
pncd  upon  him  as  upon  a  prey,  with  which  he  intended 
to  regale  himfelf  whenever  his  appetite  ftjoyld  promp? 
l)im.  Sheridan  therefore  was  kept  conftantly  within 
his  reach  ^  and  the  only  time  he  was  permitted  to  gq 
beyond  the  limits  of  his  chain,  was,  to  take  pofleffioa 
pf  a  living  in  the  cqunty  of  Corke,  which  had  been 
j^eftowcd  upon  hioi  by  the  then  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Jreland." 

ft 

For  many  years  after  this  fruitlefs  attempt  to  ferve 
|iis  ffif nd,  Svyift  bad  if  not  jn  hi?  power  to  promote  hi^ 
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incerefts  in  any  other  way,  being  the  moft  obnoxioiMi 
of  any  man  living  to  thofe  who  were  then  in  power* 
But  on  the  appointment  of  Lord  Carteret  to  the  Go* 
rernment  of  Ireland,  who  had  been  one  of  his  old 
friends,  Doftor. Sheridan  was  thefinl  hej^ecomtnended 
€0  his  proteftion.  He  got  him  appointed  one  of  his 
<iomeftic  Chaplains,  with  a  promife  of  making  a  provi- 
fion  for  him  in  the  Church.  Lord  Carteret,  who  was 
liimfelf  an  excellent  fcholar^  foon  diftinguifhed  the 
Doftor^s  merit  in  that  line,  nor  was  he  lefs  pieafed  with 
him  as  a  companion^  often  inviting  him  to  his  private 
'  parties,  and  fometimes,  laying  his  ftate  afide,  he  would 

fteal  out  from  the  caftle  in  a  Hackney-chair,  to  pats 
.  the  evening  at  Sheridan's  with  Swift,  and  the  feleft  fet 
I  M^hich  ufod  to  meet  there.     By  the  defire  of  the  liOrd 

Liieutenant,  the  Doctor  had  one  of  the  tragedies  of 
Sophocles  performed  by  his  feholars  for  his  entertain* 
rncnt.  Before  the  day  of  exhibition  Lord  Carteret  ap- 
pointed a  morning  to  pafs  with  him  in  reading  the  play 
-together^  in  order  to  refrelh  hrs  memory  after  fo  long 
!  an  abfeace  from  his  Greek  ftudies.     The  Doftor  was 

!  aftoniflitd  at  the  facility   and  accuracy  with  which  he 

I  cranflated  this  difficult  Author,  having  fcarce  any  op- 

portunity of  giving  him  affiftance  through  the  wholis 
play.  While  he  was  expreffing  his  liirprife  at  this,  and 
admiration  at  the  wonderful  knowledge  which  his  Lord- 
/hip  ihewed  of  the  Greek  language.  Lord  Carteret^ 
Wth  great  candour,  told  him  be  would  let  him  into  the 
fccret  how  he  came  to  be  fo  far  mailer  of  this  particulair 
Author.  He  faid  that  when  he  was  Envoy  in  Den- 
nark^  he  had  been  for  a  long  time  confined  to  his 
chamber,  partly  by  illncfs,  and  partly  by  the  fcverity 
of  the  weather ;  and  having  but  few  books  with  him^ 
he  had  read  Sophocles  over  and  over  fo  often,  as  to  be 
Able  atooft  to  repeat  the  whofe  verbatim,  which  im- 
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prffled  it  ever  ^ftcr  indelibly  on  his  memory.  ThU 
candid  confeffion  was  certainly  the  aft  of  an  ingenuous 
mind,  above  the  vanity  of  gaining  a  charafter  fuperior 
to  its  mcfitsj  and  I  believe  there  are  very  few  who 
would  not  have  fuffcred  the  Doftor  to  go  away  in  the 
full  perfuafion  that  he  was  one  of  the  moft  complete 
fcholars  of  the  age  in  the  whole  of  the  Greek  language, 
^nd  accordingly  fpread  this  account  of  him,  feemingly 
fo  well  founded,  to  the  world, 

Not  long  after  this  the  Lord  Lieutenant  beftowed  on 
the  Po(ftor  the  firft  living  that  fell  in  the  gift  of  Gor 
vcrnment,  only  ^s  an  earneft  of  future  favours  j  and 
from  the  countenance  (hewn  him  at  the  Caftle,  it  was 
generally  fuppofed  that  he  might  expefl:  in  time  to  rife 
to  fomc  high  dignities  in  the  Church.     But  all  this  fair 
profpeft  foon  vani(bed,  by  a  concurrence  of  fprnc  very 
extraordinary  accidents.     "When  he  went  down  to  b^ 
indudted  into  his  living,  he  was  requefted  by  Archdear 
<:on  Ruflel  of  Cork,  to  fupply  hi?  place  in  the  pulpit  on 
the  following  Sunday.     The  Do^or,  who  w^s  a  very 
abfent  man,  had  forgot  his  engagement,  and  was  fitr 
ting  quietly  at  his  lodging  en  dejhahilUy  when  a  meflage 
from  the.Parifli  Clerk,  who  faw  no  preacher  arrive  after 
the  fervice  had  begun,  roufcd  him  from  his  reverie. 
He  drefled  himfelf  with  all  fpced,  and  of  two  fermons 
that  he  had  brought  with  him,  took  the  firft  that  came 
to  his  hand,  without  looking  into  it.     It  happened  that 
th^e  firft  of  iV^guft  in  that  year  fell  on   that  very  Sun^ 
day  ;  and  the  firft  of  Auguft  being  the  day  .on   which 
Queen  Anne  died,  was,  in  that  time  of  party,  a  day 
of  great  celebrity,  and  much  adverted  to  by  the  Whigs. 
Bui  this  circumftance  had  not  at  all  occurred  to  the 
Poftor,  who  looked  on  it  only  as  a  conrimon  Sunday, 
without  confidering  the  day  of  the  month.     The  text 
of  this  led-lermon  happened  to  be,  "  Sufficient  to  tte 
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day  is  the  evil  thereof."     Such  a  text  on  fuch  a  day, 
excited  a  general  murmur  through  the  whole  congre- 
gation, to  the  great  furprife  of  the  preacher,  who  was 
the  only  perfon   ignorant  of  the  caufc  j    of  which  he 
was  not  informed  till  after  he  had  defcended  from  the 
pulpit,  when  the  affair  was  paft  remedy.     There  hap- 
pened  to  be  prefcnt  in  the  Church  a  furious*  Whig,  and 
one  of  the  moft  violent  party- men  of  the  times.     He 
immediately  took  po ft  for  Dublin,  where,  by  his  re- 
'  prefentation  of  this  matter,    as  Swift  has  obferved  in 
giving  an  account  of  this  tranfaftion,    *^  Such  a  cla- 
mour was  raifed  by  the  zeal  of  one  man,  of  no  large 
dimenfions  cither  of  body  or  mind,  that  we  in  Dublin 
^ould  apprehend  no  lefs  than  an  invafion  by  the  Pre* 
tender,  who  muft  be  landed  in  the  South.*'     Such  in- 
deed was, the  violent  clamour  raifed   by  the  Whigs  in 
general,  that  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  in  order  to  pacify 
them,  was  obliged   to  crrder  the  Doftor's  name  to  be 
ftruck  out  of  the  Lift  of  Chaplains,  and  to  forbid  his 
appearance  at  the  Caftle  ;  though  he  was  perfeftly  fa- 
•tisfied  of  his  innocence,  as  it  appeared  that  in  the  whole 
fermon  there  was  not  a  fyllable  relating  to  Government 
or  party,  or  to  the  fubjeft  of  the  day  j  and  that  he  had 
often  preached  it  before  under  the  fame  text.     And  as 
Swift  obferves  in  one  of  his  letters  on  this  fubjeft,  "  It 
is  indeed  againft  common  fenfc  to  think  that  you  (hould 
choofe  fuch  a  time,  when  you  had  received  a  favour 
from  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  and   had  reafon  to  expect 
more,  to  difcover  your  difloyalty  in  the  pulpit.     But 
what  will  that  avail  ?    It  is  fafer  for  a  man's  intereft  ta 
blafphcme  God,  than  to  be  of  a  party  out  of  power,  ji 
or  even  to  be  thought  fo  j  and  fince  the  laft  was  the 
cafe,  how  could  yog  imagine  that  all  mouths  would  not 
be  open  when  you  were  received,  and  in  fome  manner 
prcferfcd  by  Govproment,  although,  in  a  poor  way?    I 
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tell  you  there  is  hardly  a  Whig  in  Ireland  wjio  ^mvii 
allow  a  potacoe  and  butter-milk  to  a  reputed  Tory." 
Swift's  letters  on  this  occafion  bear  the  Arongeft  oiarks 
of  true  friendfliip,  by  giving  him  the  beft  advice  how 
to  condud  himfelG  and  letting  in  fome  rays  of  hope» 
that  he  fhould  be  able  to  fettle  matters  with  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  jn  London^  on  his  fhortly  intended  vifit  to 
that  city,  and  fo  clear  the  way  for  fome  future  favour* 
But  though,  as  Swift  expreffes  it,  the  Doftor  had 
thus,  by  mere  chance-medley,  (hot  his  own  fortune 
dead  with  a  fingle  text,  yet  it  was  the  means  of  his  re* 
ceiving  a  conGderable  addition  to  his  fortune,  of  nK)rc 
inrrinfic  value  than  the  largeft  beneBce  he  might  have 
reafon  to  expeft.  As  this  proceeded  from  an  a&  of  un- 
common generofity,  it  dcferyes  well  to  be  recorded* 
Archdeacon  Ruflel,  in  whofe  pulpit  the  fermon  was 
preached,  confidered  himfelf  as  inftrumental,  however 
accidentally,  to  the  ruin  of  the  Dolor's  expedations. 
He  was  for  fome  time  uneafy  in  his  mind  on  this  ac- 
count, and  at  lad  determined  to  make  him  a  noble 
compenfation.  He  had  a  great  friendfhip  for  the  Doc* 
tor,  whom  he  faw  loaded  with  a  numerous  ofFspringj 
upon  a  precarious  income,  while  he  himfelf  was  pof- 
feflcd  of  a  confiderable  property,  and  withx)ut  any  fa- 
mily. Urged  on  by  thofc  nice  fcruples  in  his  mind 
bcfore-nrientioned,  he  thought  he  could  not  make  a 
better  ufe  of  his  fortune,  than  to  apply  the  fuperfluity 
"tof  it  towards  making  the  Doftor  eafy  in  his  circum- 
ftances,  and  thus  enabling  him  to  make  a  provifion  for 
his  children*  With  this  view  he  took .  a  journey  to 
Dublin  in  order  to  make  over  to  him,  by  an  irrevocable 
deed  of  gift,  the  valuable  manor  of  Drurtilane  in  the 
county  of  Cavan,  a  Bilhop's  leafe,  which  at  that  time 
produced  a  clear  profit  rent  of  two  hundred  and  fifty 

pounds 


DOCTOR    SWIFT,  331 

pounds  f^  annum  ♦.     An  aft  of  fuch  liberality,  and  fcl- 

dom  to  be  paralleled  in  this  degenerate  and  ^fclfifli  age, 

ideferves  well  to  be  refcued  from  oblivion ;  nor  could  the 

Author  of  thefe  Memoirs,  without  ingratitude,  pafs  it  ^ 

pver  in  filenee. 

But  unfortunately  this  noble  benefaftion  did  not  an* 
fwer  the  end  propofed  by  the  bountiful  donor.  The 
Poftor  no>V  thought  his  fortune  was  made,  and  fet  no 
bounds  to  his  prodigality :  with  what  he  poflcfled  before 
in  the  county  of  Cavan,  his  landed  property  produced 
him  full  four  hundred  pounds  a  year  \  and  his  fchool  and 
Jiving,  eight  hundred  more.  A  large  income  indeed  in 
thofe  days,  but  not  equal  to  the  profufenefs  of  his  fpirit. 
He  was,  as  was  before  obferved,  the  greateft  dupe  in 
the  world,  and  a  conftant  prey  to  all  the  indigent  of  his 
acquaintance,  as  well  as  thofe  who  were  recommended  to 
him  by  others.  Not  content  with  receiving  feveral  into 
his  fchool  whom  he  taught  without  pay,  he  had  always 
two  or  three  whom  he  lodged  and  boarded  in  his  houfe  ^ 

gratis*^  nay  fome  he  maintained  in  cloaths  and  every 
other  neccffary,  and  afterwards  entered  and  fupported 
them  in  the  College  at  his  own  charge,  as  if  they  had 
been  his  fons.  To  his  daughters  he  gave  the  genteeleft  • 
education,  and  dreft  them  in  the  moft  fafliionable  ftyle.  As 
he  was  an  adept  in  Mufic  both  in  the  fcie  ntific  and  prac- 
tical part,  he  had  frequent  private  concerts  at  his  houfe 
^t  no  fmall  coll,  and  the  expences  of  his  table  were  cer- 
tainly  not  diminiQied  by  his  increafe  of  fortune.  While 
Jie  was  going  on  in  this  career,  his  fchool  gradually  dc- 
preafed,  from  the  caufe  already  mentioned,  together  with 
ibme  other  co-operating  circumftanccs  ;  but  as  the  dimi- 
ligtioi)  of  hi$  Incotpe  made  no  change  in  his  niode  of  liv« 

*  I  have  bpen  well  afTured,  that  the  leafe  produces  at  this  day  nn 
(efs  a  fum  th^n  eight  hundred  per  annum ,  net  profit  to  the  prel'ent 
•  jpo^eiTor, 

ing, 
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ing,  it  was  not  long  before  he  had  contrafted  fuch  debts 
as  obliged  him  to  mortgage  his  lands.  He  had  ex- 
changed his  living  in  the  county  of  Cork,  for  that  of 
Dunboyne,  within  a  few  miles  of  Dublin ;  in  which  he 
was  egregioufly  outwitted,  as  the  latter  fell  very  fhort  of 
the  income  of  the  former.  In  this  declining  ftate  of  his 
affairs,  his  refidence  in  Dublin  grew  extremely  irkfome 
to  him,  and  being  determined  to  change  the  fcene,  he 
again  exchanged  his  living  for  the  free-fchool  of  Cavan, 
though  to  another  diminution  of  his  income.  All  this 
was  done  without  once  confulting  the  Dean,  who  had 
long  been  weary  of  offering  fruitlefs  advice. 

When  the  Doftor  was  preparing  to  remove  to  Cavan, 
a  little  incident  happened  which  at  once  (hewed  Swift*s 
great  affeftion  for  him,  and  the  uncommon  tendernefs  of 
his  heart.  He  happened  to  call  in  juft  at  the  time  that 
the  workmen  were  taking  down  the  piftures  and  other  fur- 
niture in  the  parlour :  that  parlour  where  for  fuch  a  num- 
ber of  years,  he  had  paffed  fo  many  happy  hours  •,  ftruck 
with  the  fight  he  burft  into  tears,  and  rulhed  into  a  dark 
clpfet,  where  he  continued  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before  he 
could  compofe  himfelf.  Wheh  it  is  confidered  that  he 
was  at  that  time  verging  on  leventy,  an  age  in  which  the 
heart  generally  is  callous,  and  almoft  dead  to  the  fine  af- 
fcftions,  there  cannot  be  a  ftronorer  confutation  of  the 
charge  made  againft  him  of  his  want  of  feeling ;  as  I  be- 
lieve the  inftances  are  very  rare  of  perfons^t  that  time  of 
lifc>  capable  of  being  fo  much  moved  by  fuch  an  inci^ 
dent. 

The  Do<5tor  had  not  been  long  fettled  at  Cavan,  when 
Swift,  who  at  that  time  knew  little  comfort  in  life  out  of 
his  fociety,  followed,  in  order  to  pafs  the  winter  with 
him.  I  was  there  at  his  arrival,  and  during  the  whole 
time  of  his  continuance  there.  It  grieved  me  much  to 
fee  fuch  a  change  in  him.  His  perfon  was  quite  emacia- 
ted. 
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ted,  and  bore  the  marks  of  many  more  years  than  had 
paflcd  over  his  head.  His  memory  greatly  impaired,  an4 
his  other  faculties  much  on  the  decline.  His  temper 
peevifli,  fretful,  morofe,  and  prone  to  fudden  fits  of 
paflion;  and  yet  to  me  his  behaviour  was  gentle,  as  it 
always  had  been  from  my  early  childhood,  treating  me 
with  partial  kindnefs  and  attention,  as  being  his  godfon  ; 
often  giving  me  inftrudtion,  attended  with  frequent  pre- 
fents  and  rewards  when  I  did  well,  I  loved  him  from 
my  boyilh  days,  and  never  flood  in  the  leaft  awe  before 
him,  as  I  do  not  remember  ever  to  have  had  a  crofs  look, 
or  harlh  expreffion  from  him.  I  read  to  him  two  or  three 
hours  every  day  during  this  vifit,  and  often  received  both 
pleafure  and  improvement  from  the  obfervations  he  made. 
His  intention  was  to  have  palfed  the  whole  winter  there ; 
but  as  the  Doctor  was  called  up  to  town  upon  bufinels 
during  the  Chriftmas  vacation,  Swift  found  the  place  de^ 
folate  without  him,  and  followed  him.  in  a  few  days* 
During  this  vifit,  it  appeared  by  many  inftances  that  ava- 
rice  had  tijen  raken  pofleffion  of  him  to  a  great  degree. 
DoAor  Sheridan  had  prevailed  on  the  Burgefles  of  Cavan 
to  meet  the  Dean,  in  a  body,  at  a  place  four  miles  dis- 
tant from  the  town  to  compliment  him  on  his  arrival. 
The  Dodor  told  him,  in  return,  he  ought  to  invite  them 
to  an  entertainment;  with  which  the  Dean,  after  fbme 
time,  though  not  without  manifcft  reludtance,  complied. 
He  gave  them  a  very  Ihabby  dinner  at  the  ino,  and  cal- 
led for  the  bill,  before  the  guefts  had  got  half  enough  of 
wine.  He  difputed  fcveral  articles,  faid  there  were  two 
bottles  of  wine  more  charged  than  were  ufcd,  flew  into  a 
violent  paffion,  and  abufed  his  fervants  grofsly  for  not 
keeping  better  count.  The  fervants  ran  away,  and  Doc- 
tor Sheridan,  without  fpeaking  a  word,  went  off  and  left 
him  to  himfclf.  This  w^  the  manner  in  which  they  al- 
ways treated  him,  at  that  time,  when  he  was  in  one  qf 

thofe 
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thofe  fits,  for  the  Icaft  oppofition,  or  even  the  prcfenc^ 
of  thofc  with  whom  he  was  angry,  ferved  but  to  incrcafe 
his  paffion  almoft  to  frenzy.  But  when  he  had  time  to 
cool,  he  always  exprefled  deep  concern  at  his  infirmity. 

Of  the  peeviflinefs  of  his  temper  at  that  time,  among 
many  other  inftances,  he  gave  a  remarkable  one,  at.  the 
inn  of  Virginy,  his  laft  ftage  before  his  arrival  at  Cavan. 
In  paffing  to  his  chamber,  he  faw  the  maid  employed  in 
fcraping  a  piece  of  beef,  and  (topped  to  afk  her,  how 
many  maggots  Ihe  had  got  out  of  it.  The  wench  fmart- 
ly  anfwered,  "  Not  fo  many  as  there  are  in  your  head.** 
This  repartee,  which,  ar  another  period  of  his  life  would 
have  pleafed  him  much,  and  probably  produced  half  a 
crowd  to  the  maid  for  her  wit,  now  threw  him  into  a  pat 
fion,  in  which  he  was  fo  weak  as  to  complain  of  her  to 
her  miftrefs,  and  infift  on  her  being  difcharged  for  her 
faucinefs. 

When  the  Burgefles  of  Cavan  wtnt  out  to  meet  him^ 
one  of  them  addrefled  him  in  a  complimentary  fpeech  on 
the  occafion,  which  was  but  ill  delivered,  as  he  had  a  re- 
markable thicknefs  of  utterance.  When  he  had  done. 
Swift  afked  him,  pray  Sir,  are  you  the  Town-Serjeant  ? 
(a  low  office,  and  fcarcely  above  the  rank  of  a  common 
Conftable)  No,  Mr.  Dean,  anfwered  •  Doctor  Sheridan, 
that  is  Mr.  Brooks  the  apothecary,  our  eldeft  Btirgcfs. 
I  thought  fo,  faid  Swift,  for  he  fpoke  as  if  his  mouth 
was  full  of  drugs.  How  muft  his  difpofition  have  been 
changed,  when  the  higheft  civilities  that  could  be  (hewn 
him,  and  which  formerly  were  received  with. the-  grcateft 
pleafure,  and  returned  with  the  utmoft  politenefs,  now 
produced  nothing  but  marks  of  difguftr 

From  this  time  all  his  infirmities  increafed  faft  upon 
him,^  particularly  his  avarice,  to  a*  high  degree.  Doftor 
Sheridanj  who  ftill  continued  to  pafs  great  part  of  his 
vacationsAt  the  Deanery,  faw  many  flagrant  inftances  of 

this. 
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iBis,  whereof  be  thought  bimfelf  bound  both  by  friend* 
ftip,  and  a  folemn  engagement  he  had  entered  intOj  to 
give  him  iiiforn>ation.  This  alludes  to  a  converfation 
that  had  paflcd  between  Svvift  and  Dodor  Sheridan^  as 
they  were  riding  together  on  the  Strand,  fome  years  be- 
fore the  Doctor  left  Dublin.  The  topic  happened  to  be 
chat  of  eld  age^  which  Swift  fatd  he  found  coming  faflr 
upon  him,  and  he  fuppofed  he  fhould  not  be  exempt 
from  its -attendant  infirmities.  "  But  there  is  one  vice  its 
ufual  concomitant,  the  mofl:  deteftable  of  all  others, 
and  which  therefore  I  would  moft  endeavour  to  guard 
againfl',  I  mean  avarice :  I  do  not  kno\v  any  way  lb  eSec- 
tiial  for  this  purpofe,  as  to  engage  fomc  true  friend  to 
give  me  warning  when  be  fees  any  approaches  of  that  lbrr» 
and  thus  put  me  upbn  my  guard/  This  office  I  expc^ 
from  you,  and  hope  you  will  give  me  a  (blemn  aflUrance 
that  you  will  fnoft  punftually  fulfil  it.'*  The  Doftor 
very  readily  entered  into  the  engagement;  and  now 
thought  himfclf  bound  to  difcharge  it.  With  this  view> 
in  one  of  his  vacations  paflcd  at  the  Deanery,  he  fee 
down  daily  in  a  journal  kept  for  that  purpofe,  all  the 
ipftances  he  could  perceive  of  the  Dean's  parfimony^ 
which  in  a  fortnight  arofe  to  a  confiderable  amount* 
Armed  wiih  thefe  proofs,  he  one  day  took  an  opportunity 
Df  afking  the  Dean,  Whether  he  rccoUefted  a  diicourie  * 
which  had  paffcd  between  them  on  the  Strand,^  relative 
to  old  age  and  avarice,  and  the  folemn  engagement  he  / 
Had  made  him  enter  into  upon  that  occafion.  Swift,  as. 
one  fuddenly  alarmed,  anfwered  with  precipitation, 
•*  Yes,  1  remember  it  very  well — Why— do  you  per- 
ceive any  thing  of  that  fort  in  me  ?"  You  (hall  be  judge 
yourfelf,  faid  the  Doftor—  read  over  that  paper,  and  fee ;  / 
whether  it  is  not  high  time  I  fliould  now  perform  my 
promife.  ^  The  Dean  read  over  the  articles  with  a  coun- 
tfenance  in  which  ftiamc  and  delpondency  were  blended* 

2  Whco 
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When  he  had  done,  he  leaned  his  head  upon  his  han^^ 
with  his  eyes  caft  to  the  ground,  and  remained  for  fooie 
time  buried  in  profound  thought ;  at  laft  he  juft  lifted  up 
his  eyes,  without  changing  his  pofture,  and  calling  a 
fide  glance  at  the  Doftor,  with  a  moft  figni Scant  look, 
aflked  him — "  Dodor — did  you  never  read  Gil  Bias  ?**  al- 
luding to  the  famous  ftory  of  a  fimilar  conduft  of  his  to- 
wards the  Arcbbilhop,  when  he  was  his  Secretary,  which 
loft  him  his  poft.  After  fuch  a  fcene,  the  reader  will 
tafilv  conclude,  that  the  difeafe  was  paft  remedy  -,  and 
that  the  Do6tor,  like  poor  Gil  Bias,  would  probably  not 
continue  long  in  favour.  Thus  was  Lord  Bolingbroke's 
obfervation  upon  a  paflage  in  one  of  Swift's  Letters  fully 
verified;  where  he  fays,  he  had  made  a  maxim  which 
ought  to  be  written  in  letters  of  diamond,  "  That  a  wife 
man  Ihould  have  money  in  his  head,  but  ^ot  in  his 
hearc.'*  To  which  his  Lordfhip  replies,. "  That  a  wife 
man  (hould  take  care  how  he  lets  money  get  too  much 
into  his  head,  for  it  would  moft  affuredly  defccnd  to  the 
*    heart,  the  feat  of  the  paflion^/' 

And  yet  this  vice,  which  daily  increafed,  and  made 
him  ad  grudgingly  and  fordidly  in  all  other  articles  of  ex- 
pence,  had  no  efFc6t  upon  his  charities,  which  were  con- 
tinued as  ufuaL  I  had  a  remarkable  inftance  given  me 
of  this  by  Mrs,  Sicaji,  two  years  after  this  period,  when 
his-  avarice  was  at  the  height.  She  had  called  on  him 
one  morning,  and  upon  the  ufual  queftion  being  alkcd 
of,  "  What  news  ?"  faid,  a  very  melancholy  affair  had 
happened  the  night  before  to  an  acquaintance  of  hers, 
one  Mr*  Ellis,  a  cabinet  maker,  whofe  houfc  and  goods, 
were  deftroyed  by  fire  -,  and  as  he  was  a  young  man  jufl: 
i^eginning  the  world,  newly  married,  fhe  was  afraid  it 
would  prove  his  ruin,  unlefs  he  was  relieved  by  charita- 
ble contributions.  Swift  aflced  what  character  he  bore  ? 
Sl^c  faid  an  exceeding  good  one,  for  fobriety>  induftry^ 

and 
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tfkl  integrity.     The  Dean  then  went  to  his  deflc'^aod 
brought  out  five  brpad  Portugal  pieces,  which  paffed  at  // 
that  time  in  Dublin  for  four  pounds  each^  and  gave  thert 
to  her  33  his  fubfcriptioh, 

•  Dr.  Sheridan,  finding  himfelf  difappointed  in  all  his 
expeditions  on  his  removal,  continued  at  Cavan  but  lit- 
tle more  thaA  two  years  •,  when  he  fold  his  fchool  ahd  re- 
turned to  Dublin.  While  a  houfe  was  preparing  for 
him^  he  took  up  his  abode  as  ufual  at  the  Deanery, 
where  he  was  feized  with  a  fit  of  illnefs,  which  confined 
him  for  fome  weeks  to  his  chamber.  The  Dean  was  iiot. 
in. acondition  at  that  time  to  afford  him  ahy  confolation; 
nor  in  a  difpofition  of  mind  to  be  troubled  with  a  fick 
gueft.  A  longer  fit  than  ufual  of  his  old  complaint,  had 
deprived  him  of  all  focicty,  and  left  him  a  prey  to  thi 
horror  of  his  own  thoughts:  He  had  long  been  weary  of 
the  world,  and  all  that  was  in  it.  He  had  no  profpc£t 
of  relief  but  from  death,  for  which  he  moft^  ardentlt 
wiChed)  even  when  his  ftatc  was  not  fo  bad.  For  fom^ 
years  before,  he  never  took  leave  of  a  friend  in  aneven^ 
ingi  but  he  conftantly  added,  "  Well>  God  blcfs  you; 
and  I  hope  I  fhall  never  fee  you  again  *."  In  this  hope*. 
lefs  ftatCi  deprived  of  all  the  comforts  of  life,  no  wonder 
if  he  wa$  dead  alfo  to  the  feelings  of  friendfhip*  When 
the  Dodlor  had  fufiJciently  recovered  to  be  able  to  go  a* 

•  Th^t  he  was  weary  of  life,  appears  in  many  pafTages  of  his  letter^ 
Und  the  following  anecdote  will  fhewhow  much  he  wlihed  for  death. 
In  the  year  1739,  three  years  after  his  memory  had  firil  declined^ 
he  had  been  Handing  wiih  a  Clergyman  under  a  very  large  heavy  pi^ 
glafs,  which,  juft  as  fhey  had  moved  to  another  part  of  the  room, 
fell  down  fuddenlyi  and  broke  to  pieces.  The  Clergyman,  ilrucjs 
with  a  fenfe  of  the  danger  they  had  cfciaped,  turned  to  Swift,  and 
cried  oiit,  What  a  mercy  it  is  that  we  moved  toe  moment  we  did,  for 
if  we  had  not,  we  Ihould  certainly  have  been  both  killed.  Sv.ift  re* 
i>liedy  **  Had  you  been  out  of  the  cafe^  I  fliould  have  been  happy  ta 
have  remained  there*''  », 

Z  '   broad. 
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broad,  he  was  apologtfing  to  the  Dean  for  the  trouble  he 
had  given  him  •,  faying,  "  I  fear,  Mr,  Dean,  I  have 
been  an  expenfive  lodger  to  you  this  bout.**   'Upon 

which  Mrs.  W ,  a  relation  of  the  Dean's,  who  then 

chiefly  managed  his  affairs,  and  who  happened  to  be  pre* 
fcnt,  briikly  faid,  it  is  in  your  power,  Dofttw,  eafily  to 
remedy  this,  by  removing  to  another  lodging.  Swift 
was  filent.  The  poor  Doctor  was  quire  thunder-ftruckr 
As  this  Lady  had  always  profefTed  great  friendfliip  fof 
him,  and  lay  under  con5derable  obligations  to  him,  he 
quickly  faw  that  this  ihtift  have  been  done  by  Swift's  di- 
rection ;  in  which  he  was  confirmod  by  his  filence  on  the 
occafion.  He  immediately  left  the  houfe,  in  alt  that  an« 
guiih  of  mind,  which  a  heart  pofiefied  of  the  wamieft 
friendfliip  muft  feel,  upon  the  abrupt  breach  of  one  of 
fo  long  a  ftanding,  and  fo  fincere  on  his  part;  nor  did  he 
ever  enter  it  again  *.  He  lived  but  a  fhort  time  after 
$his.  His  friend  and  phyfician.  Dr.  Hclfbatn,  foretold 
the  manner,  and  ^Imoft  the  very  time  of  bis  death.  He 
faid  his  'diforder  was  a  'polypus  in  the  heart,  which  was 
fo  far  advanced,  that  it  would  probably  pvti  an  end  to  his 
exiftence  in  a  (bort  time,  and  (b  fuddenly,  as.to^ive  him 
txo  warning  of  it ;  and  therefore  recommended  it  to  him 
to  fettle  his  affairs.  The  Doftor  upon  this,  retired  to  a 
iioufe  of  Qne  of  his  icholars,  Mr.  0*Callaghan,  at  Ratb- 
farnham,  three  miles  from  Dublin.  In  a  few  days  he 
fent  for  bis  friend  and  namefake,  Counfelfor  Sheridan,  to 

•  The  ftory  told  by  a  lying  biographer,  in  a  work  pub!i(hed  under 
the  name  of  Theophilus  Gibber,  and  ilnce  transferred  into  a  note  on 
the  Dean's  Works  i»  utterly  falfe.  It  is  there  related,  that  the  DoC- 
tor  being  in  fear  of  has  creditors^  had  retired  for  refuge  to  the  Dtsmcrfp. 
^md  one  evening  ro^efting  a  bottle  of  wine,  the  Dean  gruc^ingly 
j^nfwered,  though  he  had  given?  hint  a  lodging,  he  had  not  promHed 
to  fumifh  him  with  wine ;"  for  the  Doftor,  at  that  time,  did  npt  owe 
a  Shilling  in  the  wdrld  ;  having  fold  a  great  part  of  his  landca  pro^ 
perty  to  pay  his  d«bt$* 

draw 
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draw  his  will ;  and  when  that  was  done,  he  Teertied  cheer- 
ful and  in  good  fpirits*     The  Counfcllor,  and  a  brother 
of  Mr,  0*Callaghan*s,  who  had  lent  him  his  houfe,  up- 
on being  called  away  to  another  part  of  the  kingdom^ 
dined  with  hinn  that  day.     Soon  after  dinner,  the  convcr- 
fetion  happened  to  turn  on  the  weather,  and  one  of  them 
obferved,  that  the  wind  was  eafterly.     The  Do6lor  upon 
this,  faid,   *^  let  it  blow  Eaft,  Weft,.  North,  or  South,  y. 
the  i.mmortal  foul  will  take  its  flight  to  the  deftined  '^ 
point.**     Thefe  were  the  laft  words  he  everfpoke,  for.hcf 
immediately  funk  back  in  his  chair,  and  expired  without 
a  groan,  or  the  fmalleft  ftruggle.     His  friends  thought 
he  had  fallen  afleef),  and  in  that  belief  retired  to  the  gar- 
<len,    that  they  might   not  difturb  his  repofe  5    but  on 
their  return,  after  an  hours  walk^  to  their  great  aftonifli- 
•mcnt,  they  found  he  vvas  dead*     Upon  opening  the  bo- 
dy, Doftor  Helfliam's  fagacious  prognoftic  proved  to  be' 
true,  as  the  polypus  in  the  heart  was  dilcovered  to  be 
the  immediate  caufe  of  his  death.     I  know  not  whether 
it  is  worth   mentioning,  that  the  furgeon  faid,  he  never 
faw  fo  large  a  heart  in  any  human  body. 

It  is  with  reluftance  I  have  dwelt  io  long  on  this  part 
of  Swift's  life  j  but  as  many  reprefentatiohs  of  his  con- 
duft  at  that  jundlure,  founded  on.  truth  too,  had  got  a- 
broad,  much  to  the  difadvantage  of  his  charadler^  I 
thought  ic  neceflary  to  draw  at  full  length  a  pifture  of  his 
ftatc  of  mind  at  that  time,  to  Ihew  how  unreafonableit 
is  to  impute  faults  to  the  found  and  perfedJ:  man,  which 
were  the  natural  confcquence  of  the  decay  of  his  facul- 
ties, the  infirmities  of  age,  and  cruel  difeafe  j  by  which 
fo  total  a  change  was  made  in  him,  that  fcarce  any  thing 
of  his  former  felf  remained.  Among  the  charges  againft 
him,  none  bore  more  hard  than  his  latter  behaviour  to 
Dr.  Sheridan,  for  which  I  have  already  accounted. .  In 
jhcir  whole  intercourfe,  previous  to  that  period,  I  hava 

Z  z  Ihewn^. 
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fliewn  how  Gncere  a  friend  he  had  always  proved  himfelf 
to  be ;  and  afterwards,  when  his  underflanding  was  gone, 
and  .his  mempry  failed,  when  fome  former  feelings  of  the 
.heart  only  remained,  I  had  a  ftrong  inftance  given  me  by 
his  fervant  William,  how  deep  an  impreffion  the  Dodor 
had  made  there;  who  told  me  that  when  he  was  in  that 
ftatc,  the  Dean,  every  day,  for  a  long  time,  conftantly 
.afl<ed  him  the  fame  queftion— **  William,  did  you  know 
Doftor  Sheridan  ?'*  Yes,  Sir,  very  well — and  then,  with 
a  heavy  figh,  Oh  I  lofl:  my  right  hand  when  I  lod  him. 

SECTION    ViL 

Having  thus  finiflhed  the  Life  of  Swift,  and  related 
in  a  regular  feries  all  that  I  thought  mod  worthy  to  be 
recorded,  I  have  purpbfely  referved  to  a  Icparate  part  of 
the  Work,  fuch  Anecdotes,  Memoirs,  and  detached 
Pieces,  as  could  not  have  been  interwoven  into  the  hif^ 
tory,  without  much  interruption.  This  was  the  method 
purfued  by  that  great  Biographer  Plutarch,  and  that  is 
the  part  of  his  Work,  which,  in  general,  is  read  with 
moft  pleafure.  There  is  a  wonderful  curiofity  in  man- 
kind to  pry  into  the  fecret  actions  of  men,  who  have 
made  a  diftinguiflied  'figure  in  public,  as  it  is  from  pri- 
vate Anecdotes  alone  that  a  true  eftimate  can  be  formed 
of  their  real  charafters,  flnce  the  other  may  be  aflumed 
only  to  anfwer  the  purpofes  of  ambition.  Even  circum- 
ftances  in  themfelves  trifling,  often  lead  to  this,  and  on 
chat  account  are  fegiftered  with  care,  and  read  with  avi- 
dity. 1  fhall,  therefore,  without  farther  preface,  relate 
fuch  Anecdotes  of  Swift,  as  have  come  to  my  knowledge, 
and  have  not  hitherto  been  made  known  to  the  world, 
as  they  rife  in  my  memory ;  but  (hall  fet  down  none 
v;hich  I  have  nor  good  reafon  to  believe  authentic  j  as  I 
received  moft  of  them  from  my  father ;  others  from  his 

and 


DOCTOR    SWIFT,  S^t, 

and  the  Dean's  intimate  friends ;  and  fome  came  wichiir: 
itiy  own  knowledge. 

We  have  already  fe'en  that  foon  after  the  Dean's.  ac> 
quaintancc  with  Doftor  Sheridan  commenced,  being 
both  equally  fond  of  the  bagatelle^  they  were  laying: 
themfelves  out  for  various  contrivances  to  create  inno- 
cent fport.  There  happened  to  arrive  in  town  at  this* 
time,  one  Gibbons,  who  had  been  a  contemporary  of 
the  Doftor's  in  the  College,  but  had  been  abfent  in  the. 
country  for  fome  years.  .On  his  arrival  he  renewed  his 
acquaintance  with  Doftor  Sheridan.  He  had  a  great 
fimpljcity  of  charafter,  which  made  it  eafy  to  impofe 
on  him,  and  certain  oddities  and  peculiarities,  which' 
rendered  him  a  proper  fubjcft  for  a  pradtical  joke.  A 
plian  was  immediately  concerted  between  them,  th^t 
Swift  fhould  pcrfonatc  the  char  after  of  a  dift.reffed  Cler-» 
gyman,  under  the  narpe  of  Jodrel,  applying  to  Doftor 
Sheridan  to  be  made  one  of  his  Ufhers.  A  time  was 
appointed  for  their  meeting  at  the  Doftor's  an  hour  be*- 
fore  dinner,  and  feveral  of  their  fet  were  invited. tobc 
prefent  at.  the  fport.  When  they  were  affembled.  Swift 
as  Jodr^l,  entered  the  room  in  an  old  rufty  gown,  ancjl 
lankih^bby  perriwig,  which  were  provided  at  the  Doc^ 
tor's  for  the  purpofe.  As  he  was  an  .excellent  mimick^ 
he  perfonated  the  character  of  an  aukward  Country 
Parfon  to  the  life.  Gibbons  was  requefted  by  the  DoC'- 
tor  to  examine  him,  in  order  to  fee  whether  he  was  fit 
for  the  poft;  and  Jodrel  gave  fuch  anfwers  td  the  que- 
ftions  alked  by  Gibbons,  as  afforded,  high  entertain- 
ment to  all  prefent.  One  of  his  queftions  was^  "  Whaf 
is  Chrift's  Church  ?  '*  To  which  Jodrel  replied,  «  A 
great  pile  of  building  near  the  four  Courts/*— For  fo 
that  church  is  called^  On  which  Gibbons  exclaimed, 
**  Was  there  ever  fuch  a  blockhead  ?  Who  the  devil  put 
you  in  orders  ?"   The  fport  occafioncd  by  this  was  too 
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rich  to  be  fuddcnly  given  up.  Gibbons,  Joclrel,  and 
the  other  guefts  met  feveral  times  at  dinner,  where 
Jodrcl's  behaviour  was  always  aukward  and  abfurd« 
One  time  he  held  out  his  plate  with  both  his  handsj^ 
ftrctching  it  in  the  moft  ridiculous  pofture  quite  acrofs 
the  table,  which  provoked  Gibbons  to  call  him  fool ! 
dunce  1  and  even  to  give  him  a  flap  on  the  wrill  with 
» the  flat  of  his  knife ;  at  the  fame  tin^e  fliewinghim  how 
he  ought  to  hold  his  plate,  or  that  he  (hould  fend  it  by 
one  of  the  fervants.  'When  this  fort  of  amufement 
was  adjudged  to  have  continued  long  enough^  Doftor 
Sheridan  delivered  a  meffage  to  Gibbons  from  the 
Dean,  inviting  him  to  dine  with  him.  Gibbons,  who 
had  exprcffcd  a  great  ambition  to  be  know'a  to  Swiftji 
received  the  meflage  with  tranfport,  but  faid,  fare  he 
^on't  aflc  that  fool  Jodrel,  Sheridan  told  him  he  might 
fct  his  heart  at  reft,  for  that  the  Dean  never  had,  nor 
never  would  a(k  him  as  long  as  he  lived.  When  the 
appointed  day  came.  Gibbons  went  with  the  Do6tor  to 
the  Deanery,  who  placed  him  at  .a  window  from  which 
he  could  fee  the  Dean  returning  from  prayers,  Heisraa 
dreffcd  that  day  in  as  high  a  ftyle  as  the  cleridal  func* 
tion  will  allow  j  in  a  paduafoy  gown,  fquare  vdvet  cap, 
i^c.  Gibbons  looked  at  him  with  great  atcchtioii,  and 
turning  to  Sheridi^n  with  much  perturbattQn..of  counter- 
Dance,  cri^d  out,  why  Poftor,  that  is  Jodrcl.  Peace» 
fool,  faid  the  Doftor,  I  was  very  near  lofing  the  Dean^s 
acquaintance,  by  happening  to  fay  that  Jodrel  had  fome 
refcmblance  to  him.  When  the  Dean  entered  the 
-chamber  where  they  were.  Gibbons  changed  colour^ 
^nd  in  great  confufion  faid  to  Sheridan,  by  niyfoul  It 
is  Jodrel-r^What  fhall  I  do  ?  Sheridan  then  fmiled ;  fo 
did  the  Dean,  and  opened  the  matter  to  Gibbons  in  fuch 
/  %  way  as  to  fct  him  at  cafe,  and  make  him  pafs  the  re^ 

nfiainder  qf  the  d^y  very  plcafantjy.   "  8m  Swift  had.  not 

7?t; 
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done.  «?ith  him.  H<  bad  pierccivcd  th«  tho.qgfat 
Gibbons  bad  no  prctenfions  to  fchojarihip,  be  bad  a, 
good  deal  of  vanic/  on  that  fcore,  and  was  refolved  ta 
mortify  birn.  H^  had  before-hand  prepared  Mrs.  John^ir 
firn  in  ^  parage  of  Lucretius,  wherein  are  tbefe  lines  t  ; 


.  ■■  AUdkque  infante  kporum^ 
^urgil  amari  ^liquid. 

Among  their  evening  amufements,  Mrs.  Johnfon  calU 
f:d  for  Lucrf  tiusi  as  an  Author  (he  was  well  acquainted 
with,  and  requeued  of  Gibbons  to  explain  that  pa^ag9 
to  hejr.  Wby,  fays  he,  there  can  be  nothing  more 
pafyf  and  began  immediately  to  conftrue  it  in  the  fchoolr 
boy  a  fsLthion,  '^  ^e  and  medio  infonte,  in  the  middle  of 
a  fountain,  kporumy  of  hares.— No,  Mr,  Gibbons,  inr 
|;errupted  Mrs.  Johnfpn,  if  that  word  (igniBes  hares,  it 
^ould  be  a  falf<^  quantity  in  the  verfe,  (he  o  being  ^^r 
f  eflarily  long  in  the  la£t  foot  of  the  line,  whereas  thtjih 
\xx  lepf^rMHi^i  when  it  Ggnifies  bar^s,  is  fiiort.  Poofr 
Gjbbop^  waa  quite  confounded,  acknowledged  his  er- 
ror, and  did  not  choofe  to  give  any  farther  proofs  of 
his  erudition,  before  a  L^dy  fo  profoundly  ikilled  v^ 
)Latin» 

As  Swift  was  fond  of  fcep^^j  jn  low  lif?,  be  njlffcd  no 
ijppprtupUy  of  being  prcfeot  ^%  tbcrp,  when  fbey  fe}l 
in  his  way.  Once  wjien  hp  va^  in  the  cjoyntry,  he  re- 
ceived intelligence  that  there  was  to  be  a  beggar's  wed- 
ding in  the  neighbourhood.  He  was  refolved  not  to" 
mift  the  Importunity  of  feeing  fp  curious  a  ceremony ; 
iind  that  h^  might  pnjoy  the  whole  completely,  prppq- 
fed  to  Pr.  Sheridan  th^t  he  Ihould  go  thither  difguif^d 
as  a  b^md  ftdler,  with  a  bai^dagc  over  his  eyes,  and  he 
wopld  attend  him  as  his  man  to  lead  him.  Thus  ac- 
tPUtred  tb«y  r«acbf  4  the  fcenp  of  a<aio.n,  where  t^e 

Z  i  Wind 
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Wind  fidlcr  was  received  with  joyful  Ihouts.  Thef 
had  plenty  of  meet  and  drink,  and  plied  the  fidler  and^ 
his  man  with  more  than  was  agreeable  to  theni.  Never 
was  a  more  joyous  wedding  fccn.  They  fung,  thcT 
dinccd,  told  their  ftories,  cracked  jokes,  &?r.  in  a  veini 
of  humour  more  entertaining  to  the  two  guefts,  than 
they  probably  could  have  found  in  any  other  meeting 
on  a  like  occafion.  When  they  were  about  to  depart, 
they  pulled  out  their  leather  pouches,  and  rewarded  the 
fidler  very  hafidfomeljr.  The  next  day  the  Deati  ^ud 
th*  Do<5kor  walked  out  in  their  ufual  drefs,  and  found 
t'heir  companions  of  the  preceding  evening,  fcattered 
labout  in  different  parts  of  the  road,  and  the  neighbour- 
ing village,  all  begging  their  charity  in  doleful  ftrains^ 

♦^and  telling  difmal  ftories  of  their  diftrefs.  Among 
thcfe,  they  found  fome  upon  crutches>  who  had  dan- 
ced very  nimbly  at  the  wedding;  others  ftohe  blind, 
^ho  wpre  perfeftly  clear  fighted  at  the  feaft.-  The 
Doftor  diftributed  among  them  the  money  which  he 
Tiad  received  as  his  pay;  but  the  Dean,  who  ttibrtally 
hated  thofe  ftufdy  vagrants,  rated  themToundlyj  told 
them  in  what  manner  he  had  been  prefent  ^t  the  wcd- 

»  ding,  and  was  let  into  their  roguery,  and  aflbred  them, 
if  they  did  not  immediately  apply  to  honeft  laboiir,  he 
would  have  them  taken  up,  and  fent  to  jailV  Where- 
upon the  lame  once  more  recovered  their  legs,  and  tht 
blind  their  eyes,  fo  as  to  make  a  very  precipitate  re- 
treat. 

When  the  Dean  was  at  Quilca,  a  country  feat  of 
'Dr.  Sheridan's,  on  a  fmall  eftate  which  he  pofCtffcd  in 
the  county  of  Cavan,  during  the  Dotftor's  abfenc^, 
who  could  only  pafs  his  fchbol  vacations  there,, he  afted 
as  Bailiff,  in  fupcrintending  {he* Works  then  carrying 
on.  He  had  a  mind  to  furprife  the  Doftor,  on  his  next 
vJfit,  with  fome  improvements  made  at  his  own  expence. 

Accordingly 
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.  »  ' 

Accordingly  he  had  a  canal  cut  of  fome  extent,  and  at 
the  end  of  it,  by  tranfplanting  fonne  young  trees,  formed 
an  arbour,  which  he  called  Stella's  bower,  and  fur- 
rounded  fome  acres  of  land  about  it  with  a  dry  ftone 
wall  (for  the  country  afforded  no  lime)  the  materials 
of  which  were  taken  from  the  furface  of  the  ground, 
which  was  very  ftony.  The  Dean  had  given  ft  rift 
charge  to  all  about  him  to  keep  this  fecret  in  order  to 
furprife  the  Doctor  on  his  arrival;  but  he  had  in  the 
tnean  time  received  intelligence  of  all  that  was  going 
forward.  On  his  coming  to  Quilca,  the  Dean  took  aa . 
early  opportunity  of  walking  with  him  carelefsly  to- 
jwards  this  new  fcene.  The  Doftor  feemed  not  to  take 
the  lead  notice  of  any  alteration,  and  with  a  moft  in- 
flexible countenance  continued  to  talk  of  indifferent 
matters.  .  Confound  your  ftupidity,  faid  Swift,  in  a 
rage,  why  you  blockhead  don't  you  fee  the  great  im- 
provements I  have  been  making  here  ?  Imprbvcnfients^ 
Mr.  Dean ;  why  I  fee  a  long  bog-hole  out  of  which  I 
fuppofe  you  have  cut  the  turf;  you  have  removedTonle 
of  the  young  trees  1  think  to  a  worfe  fituatioh ;  as  to 
taking  the  (tones  from  the  furface  of  the  ground,  I  al- 
low that  is  a  ufeful  work,  as  the  grafs  will  grow  the 
-better for  it;  and  placing  them  about  the  jfield  in  that 
-form,  will  make  it  more  eafy  to  carry  them  off;  Plague 
on  your  Irifti  taftc,  fays  Swift  5  this  is  juft  what  I  ought 
to  have  expefted  from  you ;  but  neither  you  nor  your 
forefathers  ever  made  fuch  an  improvement ;  nor  will 
you  be  able  while  you  live  to  do  any  thing  like  it. 

The  Doftor  was  rcfolved  to  retaliate  on  the  Dean  the 

'firfl:  opportunity.     It  happened  when   he  was   down 

•  there  in  one  of  his  vacations,  that  the  Dean  was  abfent 

for  a  few  days  on  a  vifit  elfewhcre.     He  took  this  op* 

portunity  of  employing  a  great  number  of  hands  to 

jnakc  an  iO^hd  in  tbi?  middle  of  the  lake^   where  the 

•  water 
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water  was  twenty  feet  deep  s  an  arduous  work  id  ap* 
pearance,  but  not  hard  to  be  executed  in  a  placiQ 
abounding  with  large  ftones  upon  the  furface  of  tht 
ground,  and  where  long  heath  grew  every  where  ii^ 
great  plenty  j  for  by  placing  quantities  of  thofe  ftones 
in  large  bundles  of  heath,  the  fpace  was  foon  iiUed 
up,  and  a  large  ifland  formed.  To  cover  this  a  fulfil 
cicnt  quantity  of  earth  and  green  fods  w^re  broughti 
and  fcvcral  well  grown  ofiers,  and  other  aquatics,  wei? 
removed  to  it.  The  Doftor's  fecret  was  better  kept 
^  than  Swjft*s  i  who,  on  his  return,  walked  towards  thf 
lake,  and  feeing  th^  New  Idand,  cried  out  in  aftonifb* 
ment}  ''  Hpigh !  how  the  water  of  the  lake  is  funk 
in  this  Ihort  time  to  difcover  that  i(land  of  which  tb^rf 
was  no  trace  before !  Greatly  f\ink  indeed^  obfervecl 
the  Ppftor  with  a  fne^r,  if  it  covered  the  tpps  of  thoff 
oziers.  Swift  then  faw  he  had  been  fairly  taken  in^  and 
acknowledged  the  Dp£bor  had  got  the  better  of  bimj 
t>othinhis  ftratagem,  and  the  beauty  ofhi$  improve-> 
roent. 

Many  were  their  contriyances  to  pl^y  tricks  on  eacji 
other  as  occafions  offered,  and  it  feldom  happened  biH^ 
that  where  one  fucceeded,  a  fpeedy  retalii^tion  enfue^. 
The  Dean,  the  Dodpr^  another  Genilenian,  and  tlv 
.Bi(bop  of  Meath,  once  fet  out  together  froni  Dub)iQ, 
to  pafs  fofnc  days  at  a  friend's  houfc.  iq  the  countr]^; 
The  BijI^Qp  had  faid  thfit  he  fhould  not  be  able  to  v^Qt 
.his  dipcefe.for  fome  tiine^  as  his  houfe  was  rebuil4iog; 
Dpon. which  Swift  nude  him  a  tender  of  his  houfe  at 
I^aracop,  till  his  own  ^uld  be  ready  for  him.  The 
difcourie  naturally  fel^  upon  country  feats ;  and  Sheri- 
dan enlargjcd  a  good  deal  upon  the  beauties  of  Quilcaj 
.which  though. at  that  tin^e  in  a  very  rude  ftate,  to  ufe 
a  modern  phrafe,  had  certainly  gre^t  capabiliti;^* 
Swift  exclaimed,  my  Lord,  do  you  h^par  that  vapouring 

fcab? 
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fcab  ?  I  will  fbew  you  ao  cxa£t  pdfture  of  that  place- 
which  he  has  painted  in  fuch  fine  colours.  Upon  which 
he  put  his  hand  in  his  pocket,  and,  for  the  %rft  time, 
produced  that  ludicrous  copy  of  verfes  on  Quilca,  fince 
printed  in  his  Works.  This  occafioned  a  good  deal  of 
laughter  at  the  Doftor's  expence,  who  bore  it  patiently 
for  fome  tlnne,  but  nneditated  fpeedy  revenge.  He  then 
pretended  to  be  weary  of  the  coach,  and  faid  he  would 
mount  his  horfe,  which  was  led,  and  go  before  to  pre- 
pare breakfaft  for  theai  at  the  inn.  He  made  whit 
fpeed  he  could,  and  upon  his  arrived  there,  inftantly 
caUed  for  pen,  ink,  and  paper,  and  wrote  the  Poem^ 
tlefcribing  the  Dean's  goods  at  JLaracon  Upon  feeing; 
a  beggar  at  the  door,  the  thought  ftruck  him  to  have 
this  prefcnted  to  the  Biihop  by  way  of  petition.  He? 
accordingly  folded  it  up  in  that  forn),  and  gave  the 
beggar  his  leflbn  when  and  liow  he  was  to  prefciit  it. 
When  breakfaft  was  over,  ^  ^nd  they  had  all  got  into 
the  coach,  the  beggar  with  much  importunity,  ftrwched 
his  hand  out  with  the  petition  to  the  Bifliop.  Swift, 
always  at  enmity  with  thefe  vagrant$i  begged  of  his 
Lordftiip  not  to  receive  it,  and.  was  calling  ouitto  the 
coachman  to  drive  on,  when  the  Biihop^  whp  had  been 
let  into  the  fecfcc  by  Sheridan,  Appped  him,  and  open- 
ing the  petition,  kept  it  clofc  to  his  eyes,  fo  that  no 
one  elfe  mightfee  its  contents,  and  for  fpme  timefe'emed 
to  read  it  with  attention.  He  then  gave  the  poor  man 
a  (hillings  and  faid  he  would  examine  into  the  truth  of 
what  was  there  fct  down,  when  he  returned,  Swift 
for  a  long  time  after  indulged  hiixifelfon  his  ufual  topic, 
inveighingftrongly  againft  givipg  encouragement  to  fuch 
(lurdy  vagabonds,  who  were  .the  pefts  of  fociety,  6f^^ 
i^c.  '  The  SiQiop  at  laft  interrupting  him  faid,  « la-^ 
!dccd>  Mr.  Dean,  if  whsit  is  here  fet  forth  he  truc^>  the 
ip^n  is  a  real  objcft  gf  qompaflion,  as  you  ihall  fee.'" 

.3  Vpon 
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Upon  which  he  read  aloud  the  following  contents  o^ 
the  paper. 

A  true  and  faithful  Inventory  of  the  Goods  belonging 
to  Doftor  Swift,  Vicar  of  Laracor  5  upon  his  offer- 
ing to  lend  his  houfe  to  the  Bifhop  of  Meath^.  untiU 
his  own  was  built. 

.^    An  oaken,  broken,  elbow-chaJr; 
A  caudle  cup,  without  an  ear ; 
A  batter 'd,  Ihatter'd,  afti  bedftead ; 
A  box  of  deal  without  a  lid ;  -* 

A  pair  of  tongs,  but  out  of  joint ; 
A  back-fword  poker,  without  point;  j 

A  pot  that*s  crack'd  across,  around; 
With  an  old  knotted  garter  bound  ;  * 
An  iron  lock  without  a  key  j 
A  wig  with  hanging,  quite  grown  grey; 
A  curtain  worn  to  half  a  ftripc; 
A  pair  of  bellows,  without  pipe;  .  . 

A  difti  which  might  good  meer afford  onc<|     - 
An  Ovid,  and  an  old  Concordance; 
A  bottle  bottonr>,  wooden  platter  ; 
One  is  for  meal,  and  one  for  water ; 
There  likewife  is  a  copper  fkillet ; 
"Whichruns  as  faft  out,  as  you  fill  it;  ^ 

A  candleftick,  fnuff-difh^  and  rave-all. 
And  thus  his  houfehold  goods  you  have  all. 
Thefc  to  your  Lordfhip,  as  a  friend, 
till  you  have  built,  1  freely  lend ; 
They'll  ferve  your  Lordfhip  for  a  fhift; 
Why  not,  as  well  as  Doftor  Swift? 

Thus  were  the  tables  turned  upon  the  Dean,  and» 
jgood  de^l  of  mirth  indulged  at  his  cxpence. 

When 
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When  he  was  at  Quilca  he  went  one  Sunday  to  a 
cliUFch  at  the  diftance  of  more  than   two  hours  ride, 
ThcParfon  of  the  parifli  invited  him  to  dinner,  but 
Swift  cxcufed  himfclf  by  faying  that  it  was  too  far  to 
ride  home  afterwards;  no,  I  (hall  dine  with  my  neigh- 
bour  Reilly  at  Virginy,*  which    is   half  way  home. 
Reilly,   w.ho  was  what  is  called  there  ^a  Gentleman 
Farmer,  was  proud  of  the  honour,  and  immediately 
difpatched  a  meflenger  to  his  wife  to  prepare  for  the  re- 
ception of  fo  extraordinary  a  gueft.     She  dreffed  hep- 
•felf  out  in  her  beft  apparel ;  the  fon  put  on  his  new 
4uit,  and  his  filver  laced  hat  adorned' his  head.     Whcti 
the  Lady. was  introduced   to  the  Dean,  he  faluted  her 
with  the  fame  refpefl:  as  if  fhe  had  been  a  Duchefsj 
making  fcveral  conges  down  to  the  ground,  and  thea 
handed  her  with  great  formality  to  her  feat.    After* fomc 
high  flown  compliments,  he  addreffed  hi^  hoft— "  Mr. 
Reilly,  1  fuppofe  you  have  a  confiderable  eftate  here ; 
•let  us  go  and  look  over  your  demcfne."     Eftate,  fays 
.Reilly  !  Devil  a  foot  of  land  belongs  to  me  or  any  of 
hiy  generation.     I  have  a  pretty  good  leafe  here  indeed 
from  Lord  Fingal,  but  he  threatens  that  he  will  not  rq- 
new  it,    and  I  have  but  a  few  years  of  it  to  come.. 
cc  Well— but  when  am  I  to  fee  Mrs.  Reilly  ?"    "  Why 
don't  you  fee  her  there  before  you?**    "That  Mrs,. 
Reilly  !  impoflible  !    I  have  heard  (he  is  a  prudent  wor- 
man,  and  as  fuch  would  never  drefs  herfelf  out  in  filks, 
and  other  ornaments>  fit  only  for  Ladies  of  falhion. 
No — Mrs.  Reilly  the  farmer's  wife,  would  never  wear 
any  thing  better  than  plain  ftuff,    with  other  things 
fuitable  to  it."     Mrs,  Reilly  happened  to  be  a-womaa 
of  good  fenfe,  and  taking  the  hint,  immediately  with- 
drew, changed  her  drefs  as  fpcedily  as  poffible,  and  in 
:a  Ibort  time  returned  to  the  parlour  in  her  common  ap-t 
pareh     Swift  faluted  her  in  the  moft  frieadly  manner^ 

taking 
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taking  her  by  the  hand  and  faying,  "  I  am  heartily  glad 
•to  fee  you  Mrs.  Reilly.  This  hufband  of  your's  would 
fain  have  palmed  a  fine  Lady  upon  me,  all  drefled  out 
in  filks,  and  in  the  pink  of  the  mode,  for  his  wife, 
•but  I  was  not  to  be  taken  in  fo/'  He  then  lajd  hold  of* 
young  mafter*s  fine  laced  hat;  with  his  pen-knife  rip- 
ped off  the  lace,  and  folding  it  up  in  feveral  papers, 
thruft  it  into  the  fire.  When  it  was  fufficientiy  burntj 
he  wrapped  it  up  in  frefli  paper,  and  put  it  in  his  poc- 
kcf.  It  may  be  fuppofcd  that  the  family  was  put  into 
no  fmall  confufion  at  this  ftrange  proceeding;  but  they 
•did  not  dare  to  (hew  that  they  rook  any  umbrage  at  it, 
as  the  prefcnce  of  Swift  ftruck  every  one  with'  uacom^ 
<inon  aw€,  who  were  not  well  acquainted  with  him. 

However  as  he  foon  refumed  his  good  humour,  en- 
tertaining them  with  many  pleafantries  to  their  taftc 
"(for  no  man  knew  better  how  to  adapt  his  converfation 
to  all  clafles  of  people)  they  foon  recovered  their  fpi- 
lits,  and  the  day  was  paffed  very  cheerfully^  When  he 
was  taking  his  leave,  he  faid,  I  do  not  intend  to  rob 
you  Mrs.  Reilly 'j  I  (hall  take  nothing  belonging  to  you 
away  with  me  5  there's  your  fon's  hat-lace,  I  have  only 
changed  the  form  of  it  to  a  much  better  one.  So  God 
blefs  you,  and  thanks  for  your  good  entertainment. 

When  he  was  gone,  Mrs.  Reilly,  upon  opening  the 
faper,  found  there  were  four  guineas  inclofcd  in  ir^  to-* 
gether  with  the  burnt  lace.  While  he  ftaycd  in  the 
country,  he  kept  an  eye  upon  thepn,  and  found  his  Icf- 
fons  had  not  been  thrown  away,  as  they  were  cured  of 
their  vanities,  and  lived  in  a  manner  more  confonant 
to  their  fituation  in  life.  In  confequcnce  of  which,  one 
of  the  firft  things  he  did  on  his  return  to  Dublin,  was 
to  pay  a  vifit  to  Lord  Fingal,  and  engage  him  to  renew 
Reilly's  leafe;  without  which  the  poor  man  would,  in 
<a  few  years,  have  had  nothing  for  his  own  or  his  fa- 
mily'rf  fupport. 

During^ 
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During  his  refidence  at  Quilca  he  wrote  a  great  part 
tf  hh  Gulliver's  Travels,  and  prepared  the  whole  for 
the  prefs.  While  he  was  upon  the  fubjedl  of  the  Brob-^ 
dingnaggs,  he  ufcd  frequently  to  invite  a  Mr.  Doughty^ 
v^ho  lived  in  that  neighbourhood  to  dine  with  him. 
He  was  of  a  gigantic  ftaturei  and  fuppofed  to  be  the 
ftrongcft  tnan  in  Ireland,  as  well  as  the  moft  adivc. 
Swift  ufed  to  take  great  delight  in  feeing  hinn  perform 
feveral  of  his  feats,  fomc  of  which  were  of  fo  extraordi- 
faary  a  nature,  that  I  fhould  be  afraid  to  relate  thern, 
left  it  (hould  inipeach  my  credibility.  Among  thefe. 
Swift  afked  him  whetfier  he  could  carry  on  his  back 
a  mank's  horfe  which  happened  to  be  in  the  court-yard 
at  that  time*  Doughty,  after  having  tied  his  legs,  im- 
mediately  took  him  up  and  threw  him  on  his  fhoulders, 
with  the  fame  eaie  that  another  man  would  lift  a  iheep, 
and  walked  about  with  him  for  a  long  tiAie  without 
ihrinking  at  all  under  his  burthen.     It  happened  ono  ^ 

day  that  a  Gentleman  of  that  neighbourhood^  well  ' 

known  in  the  country  by  the  name  of  Killbuck  Tuite, 
dined  with  the  Dean  at  Quilca  when  Doughty  was  there. 
He  was  a  blunt  free-fpoken  man,  no  refpcfter  of  per-  j 

fans,  and  flood  in  awe  of  no  one,  let  his  rank  or  cha-* 
rafter  be  what  it  would.     After  dinner.  Swift  afked  him,  / ' 

whether  he  could  direft  him  the  road  to  Market-hilL 
Tuite  faid  he  did  not  know  it.  That  is  the  way,  faid 
/Swift,  with  all  you  Irilh  blockheads ;  you  never  know 
the  way  to  any  place  beyond  the  next  dunghill.  Why, 
anfwered  Tuite,  I  never  was  at  Market-hiH ;  have  mSt 
you  been  there  Mr.  Dean  ?  He  acknowledged  he  had* 
Then  what  a  damned  Englifh  blockhead  are  you,  re- 
plied Killbuck,  to  find  fault  with  me  for  rM:)t  direfting 
you  the  way  to  a  place  where  1  never  had  been,  whca 
you  don't  know  it  yourfelf,  who  have  been  there*, 
^wift,  with  a  countenance  of  great  counterfeited  terror, 

immcdiacely 
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'  immediately  rofe  and  changed  feats  with  Doughty,  Whd 

happened  to  be  next  to  him,  placing  the  giant  between 
him  and  Tuite  to  prote£t  him  againft  that  wild  man^ 
and  (kulking  behind  him  like, a  child,  with  well  aftcd 
fear,  to  the  no  fmall  entertainment  of  the  company  j 
who,  however,  were  not.  forry  that  the  Dean  had  met 
■with  his  match.  And  the  fame  of  Killbuck  for  this 
bold  retort  on  the  Dean,  of  whom  all  the  world  flood 
in  awe,  was  fpread  through  the  country. 
.  Swift  had  got  the  character  of  a  morofe,  ill-natured 

'  man,  chiefly  from  a  praftice  qf  his  to  which  he  con- 
ftantly  adhered.     Whenever  he  fell  into  the  company 
\  .of  any  perfon  for  the  firft  time,  it  was  his  cuftom  to  try 

.  their  tempers  and  difpofition,  by  fome  abrupt  queftion 

i  that  bore  the  appearance  of  rudenefs.     If  this  were  well 

\  taken,  and  anfwered  with  good  humour,  he  afterwards 

i  made  amends  by  his  civilities.     But  if  he  faw  any  marks 

*  .    of  rcfentmcnt  from  alarmed  pride,  vanity,  or  concciti 

'  jbe  dropped  all  farther  intercourfe  with  the  party.    This 

will  be  illuftrated  by  an  anecdote  of  that  fort  related 
by  Mrs.  Pilkington;     After  fupper,  the  Dean  having 
decanted  a  bottle  of  .win^j^j^oured  what  remained  into 
ja  glafs,  and  feeing  it  ^^as  muddy>  prefented  it  to  Mr« 
Pilkington  to  drink  it  •  "for,"  faid  he,  "  I  always  keep 
fomc  poor  parfon  to  drink  the  foul  wine  for  me/'     Mr* 
Pilkington,  entering  into  his  humour,  thanked  him^ 
and  told  him,  he  did  not  know  the  difference^  but  wav 
glad  to  get  a  glafs  at  any  rate/'     "  Why  then,"  faid 
the  Dean,  "  you  lhan*t,  for  Til  drink  it  myfclf.     Why 
p~x  take  you,    you  arc  wifer  than  a  paltry  Curate^ 
whom  I  afked  to  dine  with  me  a  few  days  agoj  for, 
.    upon  my  making  the  fame  fpcech  to  him,  he  faid,  he 
did  not  underftand  fuch  ufage,  and  fo  walked  off  with- 
out his  dinner.     By  the  fame  token^  I  told  the  Gentle- 
man who  recommended  him  to  me,  that  the  fellow  was 

a  blockhead,  and  I  h^d  done  with  him." 

Captaia 
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Cajptain  Hamilton,  of  Caftk  Hamilton,  iti  the 
County  of  Csfvan,  gavq  me  the  following  account  of 
his  firft  acquaintance  ^ith^  Swift.  The  Captain  was 
poflcfled  of  one  of  the  largefteftates  and  beft  houfes  in 
the  County,  where  he  c^nftandy  redded  and  lived  in  a 
moft  hoJpitablc  way;  He  had  a  good  natural  under- 
ftanding,  but  utterly  tinimproved  through  a  negled:  in 
his  education.  He  was  cheerful,  good  natu red,  and 
generous  in  thehighcft  degree*  A  long  friendfliip  had 
fubfifted  between  Sir  Arthur  Achcfon  and  him,  and 
they  ufually  pafled  two  months  in  the  year  at  each  others 
houfe  alternately.  It  happened  that  Captain  Hamilton 
paid  one  of  thefc  vifits  when  Swift  was  there.  Sir  Ar- 
thur, upon  hearing  of  his  friend's  arrival,  ran  out  to 
receive  him  at  the  door,  followed  by  Swift.  The  Cap-. 
taiH,  who  did  not  fee  the  Dean,  as  it  was  in  thedufk  of' 
the  evening,  in  his  blunt  way,  upon  entering  the  houfe, 
exclaimed,  that  he  was  very  forry  he  was  fo  unfortUf- 
nate  to  choofc  that  time  for  his  vifit — Why  fo  ?***Be- 
caufe  I  hear  Dean  Swift  is  with  you.  He  is  a  great 
fcholar,  a  wit;  a  plain  Country  'Squire  will  have  but  a 
bad  time  of  it  in  his  company,  and  I  don't  like  to  be 
Jaughed  at.  Swift  then  ftepped  up  to  the  Captain,  from 
behind.Sir  Arthur,  where  he  had  ftobd,  and  faidto  hint, 
*^  Pray,* Captain  Hamilton,,  do  you  know  how  to  fay 
•yes  or  n0t][iroperly  ?"  Yes,  I  think  I  have  underftand- 
fng  enough  for  that.  "  Then  give  ^ne  your  hand — de- 
pend upon  it  you  and  I  will  agree  Very  well."  The 
Captain  told  me  he;  never  pafled  two  months  fo  plca- 
fantly  in  his  life,  nor  had  ever  met  with  lb  agreeable  a 
companion  as  Swift  proved  to  be  du^-ing  the  whole  time* 
Infomuch,  that  at  parting  he  preflcd  him  moft  cor- 
dially to  pafs  the  next  fummcr  with  him  at  Caftle-H^- 
milto'n.  . 

There  lived  at  that  time  in  Ireland  a  Gentleman  ©f 
the  name  of  Mathcw,  whofe  hiftory  is  well  worth  re- 

A  a  cording^ 
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cording,  althoiigh'in  A  gfeat |wt  it  mciy  fpp^aor  iffgref^ 
live.  Ht  was  poficiSbd  of  %  targe  efttiein  the  {tnf& 
moonty  of  that  kmgdonv  Tippep^ry ;  which  pro^ucetf 
A  clear  rem  of  eighc  chouf«iid  a  year.  As  he  delighted 
in  a  country  Tife,  he  r«folired  to  bmld  a  iar^e  commo- 
dious 'hotife  for  the  fecq>libn  of  goefts^  iftirrouGded  by 
fifteen  himdred  aerea  of  hk  choiceft  landj  all  laid  out 
upon  2  regular  plan  of  iniprovcment,  accordiitg  to  the 
Aew  adopted  mode  of  En^Irfli  gardening  ((which  had 
fupplantcd  the  .bad  Dtttch  tafte  brought  in  hy  King 
William)  and  of  which  he  i^ns  the  fif&  who%  the  ^ex* 
oniple  i(i  Ireland ;  nor  waa  there  any  ioiprov^i^ent  of 
that  fort  then  in  finghmd,  which  was  coivvp^rable  to  hta^ 
cither  m  poioc  of  beauty  or  extent.  As  this  de^iii  waa 
•formed  early  m  iHt,  in  order  to  accompiifii  his  p9U^^ 
«9»ithoaC  mcimnfng  any  debt  on  his  eftate,  he  re&red  to 
^e  Continent  ibr  fcven  yeaFSy  and  lived  upon  fisJivin- 
^red. pounds  a  year^  while  the  remaining  i;ncoipe  of  his 
^ate  w'^s  employed  in  c^rytng  on  the  gircsat  w^k^  he 
ii^d  planned  there.  When  ail  was  con^pieted,  hi  rt- 
<aurned  to  hia  iiative  coufitry^  and  after  fome  time^lTed 
In  the  metropolis,  to  revive  the  old>  and  ;Cukiya4^  Aew 
.acquarntance^  he  retired  to  his  feat  at  Thomas* 9>wq  to 
,pafs  the  remainder  of  his  days  there.  As  he  J?as  one 
of  the  fmefl  Gentlemen  of  the  age,  and.poffimd  of  (o 
large  a  propelty>  he  found.no  difficulty  di4P|^  ^^^  ^^' 
fidencein  Dirblin^  tog^taccefs  taall^  wh^ltf  charadfir 
for  talents,  or  probity>  made  him  defirous  fo  cultivafie 
their  acqttaintance.  Out  of  Chefe,  he  fckSkcd  fuch  as 
.-were  moft  conformable  to  his  tafte,  inviiing  thcta  to 
pafs  fuch  leifuFC  time  as  they  might  have  opon  their 
•  handsy  at  Thomas-town*  As  there  was  fon^thtn^  mi- 
commonly  fingular  in  hia  mode  of  living,  fuch  aa  I 
believe  was  never  carried  into  prafticc  by  any  i:norlial 
:  l>efore>  in  an  equal  degree,  I  fancy  the  reader  will  not 


hi  Mtpiei&A  mth  aa  account  df  the  partictildrs  df  it^ 
f  hougJi  it  may  Appear  foreign  to  the  fubjeSi:  iji  ha^icL 

His  houfe  had  bhen  thitsRy  Cdntrivicd  to.  anfwer  fhi^ 
noble  purpo&DfthBf  cohftaot  ]!U)rpiuiity,  which  he  in*^ 
tended  to  maincain  thisrei    it  coDtainod  forty  common 
dious  apartoieQ^s  for  gueftfi>:iMith  fuicable  accdmmod^ 
tjons  to  their  fertaritii.    .Each  apartment  i^aft  Cdnv- 
pleceljr  furnifiied  with  every  convenience  that  could  b^ 
wantedi  even  to  the  rpinuteA  article.    Whi^n  a  gueft 
arrived)  he  0kewcd  hinEi;  his  apartment,  faying^  this  is 
your  Caftle^  heit:  you  are  m  command  as  abfoliitely  as 
in  yoVr  own  houies   you  may  breakfaft^  dine  and  fup 
here  whenever  you  pleafe,  aoii  invite  fuch  of  the  gueffis 
to  accompany  you  as  may  he  mdfl:  agretiable  toyou# 
He  then  Ihewed  him  the  cpmmon  parlourj  where  hie 
(aid  a  daily  ordioaryt  was.  kept  at  which  he  might 
dine  when  it  Was  more  agreeable  to  him  to  mix  in  fq^ 
ciety ;  but  from  this  momeat  yoy  ari}  nitver to  know  mfi 
as  mafter  of  th^  houie^  and  only  to  coD0der  me  as  onje 
of  the  guefts.     In  order  to  pii^t  an, end  to  all  ceremony 
^t  nseal-fimei  he  took  his  platie  at  random  at  the  tabl^^ 
and  tlius  all  ideas  of  precedence  being  Laid  afide,  the 
guefts  feated  themfelvi^s  promifcuoufly,  withdUtany  re-^ 
g^d  to  diffiercnce  of  r^nk  or  quality*  ^  Thert  was  a 
large  room  fitted  up  exaiftly  like  a  CoiFee-houfe^  where 
a  bar-maid  and  waiters  attended  to  furni(h  refrefhrnenog 
at  ail  times  of  the  day.     Here^  fuch  as  chofe  it,  break* 
fafted  at  their  own  hour.     It  was  furnifhed  with  Chefs'- 
'boards.    Back-gammon   Tables,    NewTpapcrs,    Pam- 
phlets, SdiC.  in  all  tha  forms  of  a  City  CoSTee^houfe. 
Butkhi^  moQ:  cKtraor^inary  circumftance  in  his  whole 
jdomcftic  arrangement,  w^s  that  of  a  detached  room  in 
iOne  of  the  extremities  of  the  houfe,  failed  the  Tavern. 
As  he  was  himfelf  a  yety  temperate  man,  and  many  of 
^^^W^s  were,  pf  th«  fame  difpofuion,  the  quantity  of 
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winc  fbr  the  ufe;df  the  ;commoarooin  was  but  mode- 
rate; but  as  drinking  was  much  in  fafhion.in  thofe 
ucTlys,  in  order  ta  gratify  fuch  of  his  guifts*  as  had  in- 
•dulged  themfelvc^f  in  that  cuftonij  he.  had  rcoourfe  to 
•the  above-mentioned  CDntrivancc ;  and  itw«  the  cuf- 
torn  of ' all  who  loved .  a  •  cheerful  glafs,  to  adjourn  to 
-the  tavern  foon  after  dinner,  and  leave  the  more  .fober 
rfolks  tothemfclves.     Here  a  waiter  in  a  blue  apron  at- 
tended (>as  was  the  faffaioh  then)  and  all  things  in  the 
ifoom  were  contrived  fo  as  to  humour  the  .Hlufion. 
•Here,,  every  one  called  for  what  liquor  they  liked,*  with 
las  litrie- rcftraint   as   if  they  were  really  in  a  public- 
•houfe,  and  to  pSy  their  ihare  of  the  reckoning.  .  Here 
•too^  the  mrdnight  orgies,  of  BacchiJs  were-  often  cele- 
brated, with  the  fame  npify  mirth  as  is  cuftomary  in  his 
:City  Temples,  without  in  the  leaft  difturbing  the  re- 
-pofe  of  the  more  fober  part  of  the  family.    Games  of 
'irll  forts  werr  allowed,  but  under  fuch  reftriftions  as  to 
•prevent  gambling ;  and  fo^  as  to  anfwer  their  true  end, 
that  of  amofement,  without  injury  to  the  purfc  of  the 
tplayers.   :  There  were  two  Billiard-tables,  and  a  large 
tbowling-greeni  ample  provifion  was  made  for  all  fuch 
as  delighted  in  country  fports;    fiQiing  tackle  of  all 
jforts ;  variety  of  guns  with  proper  ammunition ;  a.pack 
tof  buck* hounds,  another  of  fosc^-hounds,   and  another 
uof  barriers.    He  conftantly  kept  twenty  choice  huntecs 
in  his  (|:ablcs  for  the  ufe  oif  thofe  who  were  not  properly 
•mounted  fbr  the  chace.     It  may  be  thought  that  his  in- 
-come  was  not  fufficicnt  to  fupport  fo  expenfivc  an  efta- 
blifhment;  but  when  it  is  confidered  that  eight  thou- 
fand  a  year  at  that  time  was  fully  equal  to  double  that 
.fum  at  prcfcntj  that  his  large  demefne,  in  fomeof  the 
richeft  foil  of  Ireland,  furnilhed  the  houfe  with  every 
ncceflary  except  groceries  and  winej  it  may  be  fuppo- 
:fcd  to  be  eafily  pradicablc  if  under  the  regulation  of 
L     .  aftrift 


a  ftrid  cetonomy  j  of  which  nd  man  was'a  greater  maf--t 
cer.  I  am  told  his  plan  was  fo  well  formed,  and  h^  hadi 
fuch  checks  upon  all  his  domeftics,  that  it  was  impof^> 
fible  there  could  be  any  wafte,  or  that  any  article  from* 
tiie  larder,  or  a  fingle.  bottle  of  wine  from  the  cellar- 
could  have;  bcea  purloined,  without  immediate  detec-r 
tion.  This  was  done  partly  byt  the  choice  of  faithful 
SteWapd&y  and  <Clerks  of  approved  *inftegrity>.  but 
chiefly  by  his'own  fuperintendance  of  thewhole,  .a^  ixbt* 
a  day  paflfed 'without  having  all  the  tacoounts  of  thd 
preceding,  one  laid  before  him.  This  he  was  enabled 
to  do  by  his  early  rifing;  and  the  bufioefs  being  finifli-* 
cd  before  others  were  out  of  their  beds,  he  always  ap-i 
peared'.the  moft  difengaged  .man  in  the  houfe,.  and 
feemcd  to.haye  as  little  concern  in  the  conduft  of  it  as 
any  of  che  guefts.  And  indeed  to  a  flUanger  he  might 
eafily  pafs  forfuchi  as  he  made:  it  a  point  that  no  one 
ihould  confider  him  in  the  light  of  matter  of  the  hdufej 
nor  pay  hind  the  leaft  civilities  on  that  fcore ;  which  he 
carried  fo  far,  that  he  fomctimes  went  abroad  without 
giving  any  notice,  and  ftaid  away  fcveral  days,  while 
things  went  on  as  ufual  at  home;  and  on  his  return^ 
he  wqtuld  not  allow  any  gratulations  to  be  made  him, 
llor  any  oth^sr  notice  to  be  taken  of  him,  than  if  he  had 
not  been  abfcnt  during  that  time.  The  arrangementf 
pf  every  fort  were  fo  prudently  made,  that  no  niulti- 
plicity  of  guefts  or  their  domeftics,  ever  occafioned 
,  •  any  diforder,  and  all  things  were  conducted  with  the 
/ame  eafe  and  regularity,  as  in  a  private  family.  There 
wasi  ope.pQijnt, which  feemed  of  great  difficulty,  that  of 
.cftat^lilbing  certain  fignals,  by  which  each  fervant  might 
know  when  he  was  fummoned  to  his  matter's  apart** 
pient.  For  this  purpofe  there  was  a  great  hall  appro- 
priated to  their  ufe,  where  they  always  affembled  when 
,tbcy  were  not  upon  duty.  Along  the  wall  bells  were 
£   .  i  A  a  J  ranged 
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ranged  in  order,  one;  to  e^ch  4P4rtiiienc,  widi  tbe  HivtH^f 
ber  Qf  the  chamber  marked  ^irer  it;  fo  that  when  any 
one  of  th^m  wa3  rung,  diey  had  only  to  turn  theif 
pyc^  tq  the  bell,  and  fee  what  fervant  w^s  called.  Il« 
was  the  firft  who  put  an  end  to  that  tnfapfpitable  <:tif«* 
fpm  of  giving  yale^  to  fervams,  by  making  a  fuitible 
^idditipn  to  their  wages ;  ^t  the  fame  tihne  afl^nng  (hrm^ 
that  if  they  ever'  took  any  afterwafd^^  th^y  (hoold  bfc 
fJifcharged'^vvith  difgraccii  and  to  prevent  temptation, 
the  gvicfti  yere  informed  that  Mf.  Mathew  would  con* 
j^der  it  as  th^  highefl:  affront^  if  any  pfFer  of  tba(  fort 
were  made*  As  Swift  had  heard  much  of  this  place 
|rom  Dr.  Sheridanj  who  had  been  often  a  welcome  giiel^ 
there,  both  on  account  of  his  conipa^ionable  qualities^ 
ind  as  being  preceptof  to  xht  nrphew  of  Mr.  Mathew^i 
he  was  deGroUs'of  feeing  with  his  own  eyes  whether 
the  report  of  it  were  true,  which  he  copld  tiot  help 
thinking  to  have  been  much  ekag^eratifec^.  Upon  re-s 
peiying  an  intiQiatioh  of  ^his  from  Dr.  Sheridan,  Mr* 
Mathcw  wrote  a  polite  letter  tp  the  Dean,  requeftiiig 
the  honour  of  a  vifit  in  company  with  the  Doftor,  on 
hi$  next  fchool  vacation.  They  fet  out  accordingly  oft 
horftbackv  attended  by  a  Gentleman  who  was  a  ftea^? 
relation  of  Mr.  Mathew,  and  from  whpm  I  receive^ 
f  he  whole  of  the  followii>g  account.  They  had  fcarce 
l-eached  the  jnri  wherp  they  were  to  pafs  the  firft  nighty 
?ind  which,  like  njoft  of  the  Irifh  inns  at  that  tin[ie,  a^ 
forded  but  miferable  entertainment,  when  a  coach  an^ 
fix  hprfes  arrived,  fent  to  convey  them  the  remainder* 
of  their  journey  to  Thomas -town  5  ^nd  at  the  fatt^p 
timp  bringing  ftore  of  the  choiceft  viands,  wine,  an4 
Other  liquors  for  their  refrcihment.  Swift  was  highly 
plcafcd  with  this  uncommon  mirlc  of  attention  pai4 
jfiim,  and  the  circumftance  of  the  coach  proved  parti- 
B^^^y  ?$reeable^  as  he  had  been  a  good  deaj  f«iguc4 

with 
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wrtk  his  dky'j  jourmy.  Whra  thty  carm  mtbm  fi|;htf 
of  chehoufe,  the  Dean,  aftooilhed  aic  ics  rtiagniiud^^ 
eried  out,  *^  What,  in  the  name  of  God  otn  be  the  ^ 
of  fuch  a  vaA  buiidingi"  «  Why.  Mr.  Dean/'  re* 
plied  their  &Uow-travelkr  before-mentioned^  *^  there 
are  no  lefs  than  forty  apartmenti  for  guedft  in  thai 
houfe^  and  all  of  them  probably  KKcupied  at  this  time; 
except  what  are  referred  far  us/'.  Smk,  in  his  ufual 
manner^  called  out  to  the  coachman  to  ftop,  and -bade 
him  turn  about,  and  drive  him  back  to  DuUiHi  for  be 
could  not  t^ink  6f  mixing  with  fuch  acroud*  ^  Well,** 
faid  he,  afterwards  fuddenly,  "  there  ie  no  remedy,  I 
muft  fubmit;  but  I  have  loft  a  foi^aighi:  of  my  lire.** 
Mr.  Mathew  received  him  u  the  door  with  un^commoii 
marks  of  refpedi  and  then  conducting  him  to  his 
apartment,  after  fome  compliments,  tirade  him  his 
wfual  fpecch  J  acquainting  him  with  the  cuftomsof  the 
houfe,  and  retired,  leaving  faim  in  pofielHon  of  hi^ 
Cattle.  Soon  aftw  the  cook  appeared  with  his  bill  of 
fare,  to  receive  his  direftions  about  fupper,  and  the 
butler  at  the  fame  time  with  a  lift  of  wines  and  other 
liquors.  ^*  And  is  all  this  really  fo,"  faid  Swift,  «  and 
may  I  command  here  as  in  my  own  ho«fe  ?"  The  Gentle- 
man before  mentioned  afiured  hirti  he  might,  and  that 
nothings couW  be  more  agreeable  to  the  owner  of  that 
manfian,  than  that  all  under  bk  roof  Ihould  live  cori- 
Ibrmably  to  their  own  inclinations^  without  the  leaft  re- 
ftraint.  **  Well,  then,"  faid  Swift,  **I  invite  you  and 
Dr.  Sheridan  to  be  my  guefts  while  I  ftay,  for  I  think 
I  ihall  hardly  be  tempted  to  mix  with  the  mob  below." 
Three  days  were  paflfcd  in  riding  over  the  demefne,  and 
viewing  the  feveral  improvements,  without  ever  feeing 
Mr.  Mathew,  or  any  of  the  guefts  i  nor  were  the  com- 
pany below  much  concerned  at  his  abfenc^,  as  his  very 
name  ufually  inipired  tho(e  who  did  not  know  him  widi 
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awe>  and  they  were  afriaid  hU  prefence  would  put  atk^ 
cud  CO  that  eafe  and  cheerfulnefs  which  reigned  among 
them^     On  the  fourth  day.   Swift  entered  the  room 
where  the  coaipany  were  aflen?ibled  before  dinner,  and 
addreffed  Mr.  Mathew  in  one  of  the  fincft  compli- 
mental  fpeeches  that  ever  was  made ;  in  which  he  ex- 
patiated  on  ali  the  beauties  of  his  improvtments,  with 
the  (kill  of  an  artift,  and  tafte  of  a  connoiflcur.     He 
ihewed  that  he  had  a  full  comprehenfion  of  the  wh6le 
of  the,  plan,   and  of  the  judicious  adaption  of  the 
parts  to  the  whole,    and  pointed   out  feveral  articles 
which  had  efcaped  general  obfervation.     Such  an  ad* 
drefs,  from  a  man  of  Swifc*s  charaftcr,  could  not  fail 
pf  being  pleafing  to  the  owner,  who  was  at  the  fame 
time  the  planner  of  thcfe  improvements  j  and  fo  fine  an 
.eulogium  from  one  who  was  fuppofcd  to.  deal  more  in 
fatyr  than  panegyric,  was  likely  to  remove  the  prejudice 
entertained  againft  his  charafter,  and  prepoflcfs  the  reft 
of  the   company  in    his  favour.     He  concluded   his 
fpeech,  by  faying,  '"  And  now.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
I  am  come  to  live  among  you,  and  it  (hall  be  no  fault 
of  mine  if  we  do  not  pafs  our  time  agreeably,'*    After 
dinner,  being  in  high  fpirits,  he  entertained  the  com- 
pany with  various  pleafantries:    Dodor  Sheridan  and 
he  played  into  one  another's  hands  j  they  joked^  they 
punned,  they  laughed,  and  a  general  gaiety  was  diffu- 
fed  through  the  whole  company.     In  a  Ihort  time  all 
conftr^int  on  his  account   difappeared.     He  entered 
readily  into  all  their  little  fchemes  of  promoting  mirth, 
.    and  every  day,  with  the  afliftance  of   his  Coadjutor, 
produced  fopr^e  new  one,  whix:h  afforded  a  good  deal 
of   fport   and  merriment.     Never  were   fuch  joyous 
.  fccnes  known  there  before  s  for,  when  to  eafe  and  cheer- 
fulnefs, there  is  fuperadded,  at  times,  the  higher  zcft 

pf  gay  wit,  lively  fancy^  and  droll  humour,   nothing 
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can  be  wanting  to  the  pcrfcftion  of  the  fecial  plcafureg 
of  life.     When  the  time  came  which  obliged  Dn  She- 
ridan to  return  to  his  fchool,  the  company  were  fo  de- 
lighted with  the  Dean,  that  they  earneftly  intreated  him 
to  remain  there  fome  time  longer ;  and  Mr.  Matheir 
himfelf  for  once  broke  through  his  rule  of  never  folicit- 
ing  the  (lay  of  any  gueft,  (it  being  the  eftablilhed  cuf- 
tom  of  the  houfe  that  all  might  depart  whenever  thcf 
thought  proper,  without  any  ceremony  of  leave-taking) 
by  joining   in  the   requeft.     Swift  found  himfelf  fa 
happy  in  his  fituation  there,  that  he  readily  yielded  to 
their  felicitations,  and  inftead  of  the  fortnight  which  ht 
had  originally  intended^  paflfed  four  months  there  much 
to  his  own  fatisfa6tion,  and  that  of  all  thofe  who  vifite4 
the  place  during  that  time.     Having  gone  fomewhat 
out  of  my  way  to  give  an  account  of  the  owner  of  this 
happy  manfion,  I  am  tempted  to  digrefs  a  little  farther 
by  relating  an  adventure  he  was  engaged  in7  of  fo  lin- 
gular a  kind,  as  deferves  well  to  be  recorded.     It  was 
towards  the  latter  end  of  Queen  Anne's  reign,  when 
Mr.  Mathew  returne.d  to  Dublin,  after  his  long  rcfi- 
dence  abroad.     At  that  time  party  ran  very  high,  buc 
raged  no  where  with  fuch  violence  as  in  that  City,  in- 
fomuch,  that  duels  were  every  day  fought  there  on  that 
fcore.     There   happened   to   be,    at  that  time,    two 
Gentlemen  in  London  who  valuod  themfelves  highly 
on  their  fkill  in  fencing;  the  name  of  one  of  them  was 
Pack,  tlie  other  Creed  j  the  former  a  Major,  the  latter 
a  Captain  in  the  army.     Hearing  of  thefe  daily  exploits 
in  Dublin,  they  refolved,  like  two  Knight-errants,  to 
go  over  in  queft  of  adventures.     Upon  enquirVj   they 
learned  that  Mr.  Mathew,  lately  arrived  from  France^ 
had  the  charafter  of  being  one  of  the  fir  ft  fwordfmeo 
in  Europe.     Pack,  rejoiced  to  find  an  antagonift  wor- 
thy of  lum^  refolved  the  &rft  opportunity  to  pick  .a 

quarrel 


3^4  THE    LTFE    OF- 

lie  was  particularly  ftruck  with  that  of<  a  young  Gentle- 
man in  the  CoHege  of  the  nanic  of  FitilieYfccrt  j  whofc 
father^  though  a  man  of  conlid'crabje  cftati?^  had  treat- 
cd  him  with  grcs^t  inhomanky,ibanilhirig  him  his  houfe, 
and  not  affording  him  the  coihhion  ncceffaries  of  life. 
The  young  man,  driven  almoft  to  dcfpcration,  though 
ke  bad  no  pthef  acquaintance  with  Swift  than  that  of 
feeing  hifti- fdmctimcs  at  Dr.  Sheridan's  fchoal,  irherc 
be  was'bredi  dPew  up  fo  afFcfting  a  narrative  of  hi^ 
cafei  andin  fuch  a  maftcrly  ftyle/  in  a  letter  to  the 
Dean,  as  gave  him  a  high  opinion  of  his  talents  and 
genius,  and  rendered  hi4Ty'an  objeft  \vcn  worthyof his 
prt>teft4on.:  ^»Accbrdinglyv  he  wrote  to  the  father,  who 
was  a  ftranger.  to  him,  in  very  ftrong  terms  \  highly  ex- 
tollling  his  fon*s  abilities,  and  recommending  him  to 
bis  favour  *.  He  waited  for  an  anfwer  to  this  letter 
from  the  father,  before  he  could  make  a  fatisfaftory  re- 
ply to  that  of  the  fon  ;  but  after  fome  days  had  elapfcd, 
the  young  man  growing  impatient  of  the  Dean*s  filence, 
rciplved  to  fecond  his  firft  addrefs  in  profe,  by  another  ia 
poetry,  artfl  fent  hinft  the  following  co^y  of  verfcs. 

•  '• •   ■      •    ' 

To  the  Dean  of  St.  Patrick's.!  ' 

^Obfcure  in  garret  vile  I  lay,  ^' 

And  flumber'd  out  the  tedious  day ; 

^        Or  par*d  my  nails,  or  watch'd  the  eries 
Of  favoury  faufagcs  or  pics ; 
Or  ftrove,  with  dexterous  art,  to  hide 
Chinks  in  my  (lockings  gaping  wide^ 
Or  read  old  Authors  o*er  and  o'er, 

•        In  number  hardly  half  a  fcore ; 

r       Thofe,  dufty,  tatter'd,  full  of  holes; 
J-    The  reft  were  gone  to  purchafe  coals.    -  "* 


*  This  letter  is  to  be  found  in  the  printed  Collection. 
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*  In  profe  I  toy:h<w  E^i^TETijs,  .   -s     • 

Upon  a  pinch,  th^  l??ft  of  meat  isi  y 

On  which  1  was  compcU*d  to  dine, .  •    . . 

While  gay  ^etrokius  paid  for  wine. 

How  Horace  catcr*d>  Plutarch,  pot—*    ^ 

Companion-boon^  difcharg'dmy.(hot. 

How  Tully  too  the  kennel  thumps,  i 

Converted  to  a  pair  of  -pumps. 

I  told  how  Gulliver,  with  fenfc 

EnrichM  me  firft,  and  then  with  pencc^ 

And  ah !  I  might  with  tears  relate      ,       .    ' 

Poor  njetamorphos'd  Virgil^s  fate  ; 

Who^  having  erft  adorn'd  my  leg. 

Now  hangs  and  rots  upon  a  peg;^ 

Unable  to  difmifs  a  croud 

Of  Duns  importunate  and  loud : 

Tho'  pinch'd  with  hunger,  thirfl:,  and  cold^ 

I  yet  difdajn'd  to  have  it  told. 

Too  proud  for  pity,  I  fupprcfs'd 

The  fighs  that  ftruggl'd  in  my  breaft  5 

And  while  a  vulture  gnaw*d  my  hearty  . 

Smiles  in  my  face,  conceaFd  the  (mart. 

Ye  younger  brothers,  who  inherit. 
In  lieu  of  fortune,  the* w«  fpirit;      ,  , 
For  which,  unlefs  your  fatheF*s  bail^  , 

You  muft  for  ever  rot  in  jail  5 
Ye  gameftcrs;  who  have  loft  Codill, 
Unpaid  as  yet  your  taylor's  bill ; 
Ye  thieves,  dctefted  on  the  top 
Of  houfes,  or  within  a  (hop; 
Ye  tender  damfels,  who  bcftow 
Your  virgin  treafures  on  a  beau, 
Forfaken  of  your  fop,  the  fcorn    ' 
Of  bitter  prudes,  and  quite  forlorn ; 

/  Alluding  to  his  former  profe-Ietter  to  the  Cean. 

Say, 


Ifii  tHE    LiPK   or 

Say»  did  ^t'  ofaicr  wi<h  to  die,  . 

Or  feel  finccrcr  grief  tl«n  #> 

Now  ripe  with  irrjurics  and  age^ 
My  fpiriis  kindle  into  rage  ; 
Now  vifionary  pro|efts  rdU 
And  croud  tumultuotrs  oft  my  fouL 
So  fire  coneeaW  from  hunwn  cyes^ 
In  Mount  Vcfuve  pr  ^tria  Iks,     ♦ 
Till  burft  at  Uft,  and  finding  vcnt^ 
Is  to  the  clouds  w^th  fury  fenr. 

My  ftory  to  the  Dean  I  wrote 
With  great  expence  of  oil  aod  thoughjt  i 
Did  he  rcccltre  it  with  a  nod, 
Profcis  it  was  extreaicly  odd  ? 
Did  he  his  (houlders  flirug^  or  think 
My  caqfe  unworthy  of  his  ii)k  ? 
Did  he  a  ragged  youth  delpjfe  ? 
Ah !  no,  the  Dean  is  juil  an.d  wift  j 
And  truth  an  eafy  paffage  finds. 
Like  a  full  dde,  to  generous  nrinds. 

Hail  Bard  and  Patriot !  could  I  hope 
Thfc  Mules  would  from  thee  elope. 
To  make  me,  by  their  mighty  powV, 
A  Poet  only  for  an  hour  ; 
Thy  matchlefs  virtues  (houid  be  koown  . 
In  verfe  as  laftijJg  as  your  own. 
But  I  ne'er  taftcd  of  the  fpring 
Which  taught  immortal  Swift  to  fing» 
Nor  c*er  inrokM  the  tuneful  nine 
To  help  me  with  a  fi.ngle  line ; 
Then  let  your  owq  Apollo  praifc 
Your  virtue,  humour,  wit,  and  eafe. 

Swift  on  receipt  dE  this,  returned  a  (hort  anfwor,  and 
inclofcd  a  bill  for  twenty  pounds,  telling  him  he  fhould 

foon  hear  from  him  again.    He  then  went  to  his  hihtr^ 

and 


^       DOCTOH    SWIfT.  j6f 

and  luavkig  rated  :hkn  fufScic^fitljr.  for  want  of  msmers  p 
tiQC  aDfwenng  bis  Itttcc,  proceeded  W  the  affair  of  hk 
ioti.  The  gendetnaa,  V9h^  bad  nothing  tooflfer  in  hk  ex*^ 
ciife,  ekoeedingljr  alarmed  at  the  refaitment  fiiewn  bf 
Swift  for  his  negled,  to  make  amends  for  this,  immcdir 
ately  jacqutefced  an  any  floeaiunes  that  Swift  OMgbc  pro- 
•pofe,  wkh  regard  to  ifihe  objeft  ^  4ii$  vifit ;  and  it  ik9s 
agceed  opan  tthc  l^t,  that  the  young  gcndemaa  ftoaU 
be  fent  immediately  to  Lcyden  to  ftudy  phyfic,  rwith  a 
fuitatxie  allowance  for  ihis  fupport. 

In  one  of  his  rambles  through  the  county  of  Ireland^ 
he  happened  to  ftop  at  a  ihaall  village  in  ibroe  partx>f  the 
fiog  of  Allen.  The  landlord  of  the  houfe  to  which  fae 
<^as  ^ireded  for  entertainment,  was  quite  unfurniflied  of 
every  kind  of  provifioQ  that  might  *refre(h  either  bimfelf 
w  hjs  hoi&s.  The  Dean  feeing  a  Church  not  far  off^  en- 
<}uired  wiho  was  t^e  parfoD,  and  where  he  lived  i  being 
informed  ki  thefe  points,  .he  deftred  the  landbfd  to^  in 
Jiis  name^  and  beg  a  little  hay  and  oat$  for  bis  iiorfes ; 
(Who  bmu^  him  back  for  anfwer,  that  the  Vicar»  Mr. 
-Henrey,  would  iij^nd  him  none ;  but  if  the  Dean  would 
jdQ  him  the  hooour  to  take  Ihareof  bis  dinner,  which  waH 
4!iear  ready,  he  &oJuld  htfve  as  nvuch  as  iie  pleafed.  The 
Beau  readily  accepted  the  invitation  i  and  going  imme^ 
;^ate]y  to  Mr«  Hervey's,  aflced  what  he  had  for  dinner  ? 
A  Ihoulder  of  lamb  and  failad.  And  what  have^ou  got 
M drink?  Some  preay  good  ale;  and  had  I  |cnown^of 
•your  coming,  I  would  have  had  a  bottle  of  wine.  Wine! 
laki  th^  Dean,  what  is  your  vicarage  worth  ?  About  four* 
/cone  pounds  a  year.  And  dar^  fuch  a  Jictle  fellow  as 
you  pnetend  to  di^nk  wine  ?  Only  on  extraordinary  occa- 
itons.  The  Dean  was  much  pleafed  with  his  lioft  and  his 
^enteitajnmenr ;  and  when  he  was  going  away,  he  called 
ifohtsfervant  to  take  good*  notice  of  that  ClergyiDan» 
^J  Aad  be  fure  remember,  if  ever  he  (faould  oome  to  eii- 

quire 
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iquire  for  me  at  the- Deanery,  to  lay  I  am  not  at  fidnlf/^ 
Mr.  Hervey  -undQrftood  his  meting"  well ;  ami  on  his 
next  vi0t  to  Dublin,  did  not  fail  to  pay  his  refpeds  tathe 
Dean  -,  who  received,  him  very  cordially,  and  eiiftrt^ined 
him  with  great  kindoefs.  . .  , 

Once  Hopping  at  ah  inn  at  Dundalk,  he  fcnt  for  a  bar- 
ber to  ihavp  him ;  who  performed  his  office  very  dexter- 
<Kifly>  and  being  a  prating  fellow,  amufed  ^the  Dean  du* 
ring  the  operation^  with  a  variety,  of  chat^  The  Dean 
'  enquired  of  him  who  was  the  minifter  of  his  parilh,  .and 
^whether  he  had  one  farthing  to  rub  upon  ahocher  ?  The 
barber  anfwered^  that  though  the  benefice  was  but  fmalF, 
the  iacumbent  was  very  rich..  .*f  How  the  plague  can 
rfiatbe?"  Why>  pkafe  ,your  Reverence,  he  buys  up 
frizes,  flannels,  ftockings,  (hoes,  brogues,  aiid  other 
things  when  .cheap,  and  fells  them  at  an  advanced  price 
to  the  parifliiontfrs,  and  fo  picks  up  a  penny.  The  Dea* 
was  curidus  to  fee  this  Vicar,  'and  difmiffing .  the  barbef 
with  a  (billing  defired  the  landlord  to  go  in  his  mmc^ 
.and  aflc  that  genticinan  to  eat  a /mutton  chop  with  him» 
for  he  had  befpoke  a  y^rd  of  mutton  (the  name  he  ufu- 
.fidly  gave  tp  the  neck)  for  dinner.  Word  was .  brou^t 
hack  that  he  had  rid  .abroad  to.vifit  fome  fick  pariQiio- 
m^. .  Why  then,  faid  the  Dean,  invite  that  pratingiar^ 
ber».  that  1  may  not  dine  alone.  The  barber  was  rejoiced 
at  this  unexpcfted  honour^  and  betog  dreflcd  out  in  his 
beft  apparel,  came  to  the  inn,  firll  enquiring  of  the  groom 
what  the.  Clergyman's  name  was,  who  had  fo  kindly  ift'- 
▼itcd  him ;  what  the  vengeance,  faid  the  fervant,  don't 
you  know  Dean  Swift  ?  At  which,  the  barber  turned  pale, 
laid  his  babling  tongue  had  ruined  him  -,  then  ran  into  the 
hjiufe,  fell  upon  his  knees,  and  intreated  the  Dean  not  to 
|>ut  him  into  print ;  for  that  he  was  a  poor  barber,  had  a 
^large  family  to  maintain,  and  if  his  Reverence  put  him 
into  black  and  white,   he  Ihould  lofe  all  his  cuftomer^. 

Swift 


S^tft  laughed  heartily  at  the  poor  fellow's  fimplicity  j  bade 
him  fit  down  jsind  eat  his  dinner  in  peace^  for  he  affured 
-  him  he  would  nisithcr  put  him,  or  his  wife,  of  the  Vicar 
.  In  printi  Aftet  dinnefj  having  got  otit  of  him  the  hiftbry 
of  the  whole  parifh,  he  difmilled  him  with  half  a  crown^ 
■highly  delighted  with  the  adverttiifcs  of  the  day. 

One  day  Swift  obfcrved  a  great  rabble  aflembled  in  a 
large  fpacc  before  the  Deanery-door  in  Kevin  ftrectj  and 
upon  enquiring  the  caufe  of  this,  was  told  it  was  to  fee 
the  eclipfe.  He  Immediately  fent  for  the  beadle,  ahd 
gave  him  his  leflbn  what  he  fliould  do.  Away  ran  Davy 
for  his  bell,  and  after  ringing  it  fome  time  amotig  the 
croud^  bawled  out^  O  ye^Sj  O  yes^  all  mahnel-  of  perfons 
concerned^  are  defired  to  take  notice,  that  it  is  the  Dean 
of  St.  PatlricVs  will  and  pleafure,  that  the  eclipfe  be  put 
off  till  this  hour  to-morrow.  So  God  fave  the  King,  and 
hk  Reverence  the  Dean,  'fhe  mob  upon  this  notice  Im- 
mediately difperfcd  i  only  fomej  more  cunning  than.  th4 
reft,  fwore  they  would  not  lofe  another  afternoon,  for  that 
the  Dean^  who  was  a  very  cdmical  man^  might  take  It  in* 
to  his  head  to  piit  off  the  eclipfe  again^  and  fo  make  fools 
of  them  a  fecond  time* 

Swift,  once  in  a  private  Cbrifefeflce  befwecri  fdrtie  df  the 
Miniftry  and  MdnfieUr  Menage,  a61:ed  as  interi5feter. 
ObferVing- both  parties  ufmg  their  litriioft:  endeavours  xo 
deceive  each  other^  and  that  the  whole  time  was  fpent  ift 
difguifihg  their  triie  defighs,  and  findifig  ftttful  evafioris, 
his  impatience  ardfe  to  that  heightj  that  forgetting  his  fi* 
tiiation  as  interpreter^  he  took  upon  him  td  offer  his  ad» 
vice  to  the  Minifters  on  both  fide3  j  which  was,  in  .ftiort, 
to  fpeak  t>lflin  truth  and  nothing  elfe  i  adding^  that  if 
they  followed  that  method,  they  would  do  as  much  bufi- 
tiefs  in  an  hour^  as  they  then  did  in  a  week, 

In  one  df  his  jaunts  to  Windfor  with  Lord  Ojtford, 
being  ^Inployed'fuli  as  idly  as  Horace  fays  he  was  when 

U  b  taking 
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taking  the  air  with  Maecenas,  they  were  playing  a  fott  fA 
game  called  Cocks  and  Hens  %  which  confifted  in  each  of 
them  counting  the  poi^hry  on  his  fide  of  the  road^  and 
i*hich-eVet  reckoned  thirty- one  firft^  or  faw  a  cat,  or  an 
old  woman  in  a  certain  pofture,  won  the  game.  It  hap- 
pened while  they  were  thus  enrgaged,  Lord  Bolingbrbkc's 
coacdl  overtook  them,  who  got  into  that  of  Lord  Oxford, 
and  imtiiediately  entered  upon  ibme  political  b»(inefs. 
He  had  not  talked  long  before  Lord  Oxford  cried  out^ 
*'  Swift,  I  am  tip,  there  is  a  cat."  Lord  Bolmgbrokey 
much  offended  at  this^  called  to  the  coachman  to  ftop, 
got  out  of  the  carriagCj  faying^  **  when  his  Lordlbip  was 
dilpofed  to  be  ferious,  he  would  talk  to  him  aboirt'  buli- 
nefs.'*  This^ems  to  have  happened  when  things  were 
tendingMnnrds  that  breach  between  them,  which  all  the 
Dean*|^^Vefs  and  infiuehce  were  not  able  to  ck)fe« 
J  Swift,  like  many  Who  jeft  freely  on  others,  could  not 
bear  a  retort*  Dining  one  day  ^t  a  public  dinner  of  the 
Mayor  and  Corporation  at  Corke,  he  obferved  that  Alder- 
man Brown,  father <(>  the  Biftiop  of  that  diocefe,  fed  very 
heartily  withotit  fptaking  a  word,  and  was  fo  krtem  iipoif 
that  bufinefs,  as  to  become  a  proper  objed  of  ridicule. 
Accordingly  he  threw  om  many  fuccefsful  jefts  %^on  thcf 
Aldcfman,  who  fed  on  with  the  filence  of  the  ftiH  fowy 
neither  feeming  to^  fegard  what  the  Dean  £nd^  nor  at  all 
moved  by  the  repealed  burfts  of  taoghtep  at  his  expence^ 
Toward  the  latter  end  of  (he  meal,  Sw'ift  happened  to  be 
helped  to  fome  roafted  duck,  and  defired  to  hav«  feme 
apple  fauee  on  the  &me  piscte  i  upon  which  the  Alderman 
fc«wlcd  out,  **  Mr.  Dean,  you  eat  your  duc^  like  a  goofc.** 
Thistunexpcdled  fally  threw  the  company  into  a  long  con- 
tinued 6t  of  laughter^  and  Swift  was  fiknt  the  reft  of  the 
day. 

Qfnt  tiwe  going  out  of  town,  he  faid  to  Mr.  Cope^ 

■*  will  you  write  to  me  ?''    And  without  waiting  for  an 

•  .  3     "  *     aofwer^ 


r»  .         f 
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^feftiWerj  continued,  ^'  No,  I  f6rgd%  you  are  til  idle  than^ 
iwid  will  never  find  tinnc."  He  fpeht  a  good  deal  of  time 
in  the  north  at  Mr.  Robctt  Cope's,  aftd  was  member  of  a 
club  tonfaftirtg  of  thfe  fteijgfiboiirs  wha  met  periodically ! 
one  of  the.  members  was  in  old  iiiah  remarkably  ftiff  and 
furly;  who  valued  himfelf  much  upon  gtlrat  plantations 
tof  fir-trees  which  he  had  taifed  about  his  houfc.  Swift 
defired  tT>  look  at  thertii  ahd  having  put  a  tulef  in  his 
J)ocket  f(*  the  purpofe,  faid  he  %vouid  try  ^hethei-  they 
were  planted  at  exaft  diftanccsj  and  laying  down  his  rll- 
ier,  weht  obliquely  oil  purpofc  from  tree  to  tree,  layings 
he  that  planted  them  kiicw  nothing  of  the  ttiatteh  Th« 
told  gentleman  friatched  Up  the  rule  iii  jC  great  paffion, 
Swearing  he  never  fa^  fiach  $l  fool  of  a  meafurcr  in  all  his 
life. 

-  Theffe  was  k  tra^  iaid  for  tht  fame  bid  gjehttertiah  by 
brtc  of  the  merry  methbers  of  the  club.  Dr.  Tifdai^ 
>ho  riding  iii  company  with  Dr.  Swift  and  others,  near 
Jlis  hoilfe,  laid  a  wager  that  he  would  make  old  Work* 
faaii  call  himfelf  Bruin  thfe  Bear.  He  had  befbre-hand 
knowA  that  it  was  his  day  for  brewings  They  all  rid  tip 
to  the  door,  wheA  Tifdal  accofted  the  old  gentleman  with^ 
^' J?ray, 'Mr.  Workman^  are  not  you  brewing  to-day  J** 
Ves.  **  Are  you  brewing  the  bartey,  6t  brewing  the 
beer  V^  **  Brewing  the  barley,"  faid  Workman,  to  Tif- 
dal's  great  difappointment  j  who>  befidc  lofing  his  wager^ 
kad  the  hugh  bf  the  company  againft  him. 

A  young  gentleman^  inuch  addifted  to  laughing,  hap* 
J)eried  td  get  into  .Swift*s  company  j  and  having  heard 
much  of  the  Dein*s  pleafantries, '  was  Upon  the  titter  aC 
Everything  he  faid.*  ^  Where  is '  the  jeft  ?'*  faid  fomp 
one.  "  There,**  faid  Swift^  pointing  at  the  laughing 
young  gentleman. 

One  day  travcUiftg  in  Englatt4  he  alked  a  farmer 
which  was  tU  tmdtg  fucb  ^  plaKjcj  the  farmer  faid  it  lay 

B  b  ^  (Iraic 
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.  ftrait  before  him,  he  could  not  mils  It.  Swift  ridiflgt 
little  way,  obfervcd  a  by-road  to  the  left^  and  twrncd  into^ 
it.  The  farmer  called  ovft  to  him  that  be  was  going 
Ivrong.  "  Why/'  faid  Swift,  "did  not  you  tell  me  I 
could  not  mJfs  it  ?**  "  No  more  you  could/'  fard  the  far- 
mer, "  if  you  had  not  been  a  fooL** 

Another  tinf>c  feeing  a  man  fall  frortl  his  borfe  in  a 
flough^  he  rode  up  to  him,  enquiring  whether  he  was 
Kurt?  "No,"  replied  the  farmer,  " but  I  am.  woundily 
bemired.^  "  Yo\i  mfake  good  the  old  proverb,"  faid 
//  .Swift^  **  The  more  dirt,  the  lefs  hurt/^  The  man  feem- 
cd  much  comforted  with  the  old  faying,  but  faid  he  had 
ftever  heard  of  that  proverb  before ;  and  no  wonder,  for 
Swift  had  made  it  on  the  occafion.  He  ufed  often  to  coiflf 
proverbs  of  that  fort,  and  pafs  them  for  old. 

One  day  walking  in  the  garden  of  a  ftingy  old  gentlc- 
Ciai^  with  marty  others  in  company,  he  faw  a;  quantity  of 
fine  fruit,  of  which  the  owner  never  offered  them  a  tafte  ^ 
Swift  ftopt  at  a  peach-tree  loaded  with  tempting  fruity 
and  atklrefled  the  company  with — "  It  was  zif  dd  faying 
of  my  grandmother's^  always  poll  a*  peach,  when  it  Ue^ 
in  your  reach :"  he^ccordingjy  plucked  one ;  and  his  ex- 
ample was  immediately  followed  by  alithe  reft,  under  the 
ianfl^ion  of  that  good  old  faying. 

He  had  maay  ufeful  rdles  which  he  thre>y  into*  fhimcf 
for  the  more  eafy  recolleftion  of  them.  One  of  them  I 
remember  was  a  dircdionj  to  thofc  who  ride  togethcf 
through  the  y  atcf . 

When  thro' the  Water  yofa  do  ride,;  '   . 

Keep  very  clofe,  or  very  widtf. 

A«of her  feUfed  to  the  dtcafiting  of  wirie> 

Fir  ft  rack  flow,  ^nd  then  rack  ^uick, 
Then  rack  (low>  till  you  come  to  the  tbicHkf 

hi 
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In  a  converfation  with  Dr.  Ellwobd,  the  Doftor  hap- 
pened to  fpeak  of  fome  one,  as  a  fine  old  gentleman  % 
what,  faid  Swift,  have  you  kept  company  with  me  thefe 
twenty  years,  and  have  not  the  common  fenfe  to  know 
that  there  is  no  fuch  thing  as  a  fine  old  gentleipan^^  be- 
caufe,  if  the  perfons  to  whom  that  title  is  given,  had  been 
poflefled  either  of  a  mind  or  body  worth  a  farthing,  they 
would  have  worn  them  out  before  they  arrived  at  that 
age-  . 

Dining  one  day  at  Mr.  B his  fon,  the  prefent  Mr. 

B— '  then  very  young,  was  fent  into  the  parlour  after 
dinner  to  pay  his  compliments  to  the  Dean.     His  nwther. 

Lady  B ,  had  always  kept  him  dreft  in  the  niceft 

manner*  After  drinking  a  glafs  of  wine,  and  (laying  a 
little  while  with  the  company,-  he  returned  to  his  father^ 
who  was  confined  to  his  chamber  with  the  gout.  "  Well, 
Will,  what  did  the  Dean  fay  to  you  ?**  I  heard  him  fay, 
as  I  was  leaving  the  room,  '*  Enfant  gafe.**  His  father 
laughed,  and  told  it  Lady  Betty,  This  came  round  to 
the  Dean  before  he  left  the  houfe;  who  faid  upon  it—* 
•*  What  a  confounded  blockhead  was  I,  to  think  there 
could  be  fuch  a  thing  as  a  fpoiled  child  who  had  not  learned 
trench.** 

In  the  purfuit  of  the  Bagatelk^  he  often  defcended  to 
puerilities,  PalTing  fome  time  in  the  country,  where  Dan 
Jackfon  was  one  of  the  company  (he  whofe  long  nofe 
furnifhed  ^  fgbjedl  for  feveral  humourous  copies  of  verfes 
to  be  found  in  the  colleftion)  Swift  qfed  to  try  many  praci* 
tical  jokes  pn^^im.  One  ^ay  he  pretended  to  lay  hold  of 
a  creeper  on  Dan's  neck,  and  put  himfelf  in  the  pofture 
of  cracking  it  on  the  table  with  his  thumb  nail,  at  the 
fame  time  making  a  noife  fimilar  to  it  with  the  joint  of  his 
finger ;  a  common  fchoql- boy's  trick.  He  had  ferved 
him  in  this  manner  more  than  once,  when  Dan  refolyed 
10  be  prepared  for  him  if  he  evef  attempted  \i  again; 
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With  this  view  he  procured  a  loufe  of  the  largeft  t\%t  he 
rpuld  gett  and  (topping  it  up  in  a  quiU»  kept  it  in  hU^ 
pocket,  It  was  not  long  before  Swift  repeated  the  trick; 
when  Dan  Jackfon  took  an  opportunity,  ^bile  the  Pom 
was  looking  another  way,  of  unftopping  the  quilli  ancl 
dropping  the  loufe  juft  before  him,  calling  out  Mr.  Pean-« 
Mr.  Dean'— you  have  milled  Killing  it  tKjis  tm^%  there. it 
is  crawling  juft  before  yoq.  Thi$  turned  the  laugh  againft 
Swifr^  and  put  an  end  to  that  and  fonfie  other  of  his 
pranks^  as  he  found  Pan  was  npt  fo  patient  a  butt  as  b? 
had  taken  him  for»  and  kqew  how  tq  retaliate  with  ad- 
vantage. 

Ao^ong  other  jeux  d'efprU^  he  was  fond  of  punning, 
and  uied  to  fay  that  none  difliked  it  but  thofe  who  coul4 
not  tnake  one.  The  pld  (^ord  Pembroke  was  a  remarks 
able  punfter,  and  when  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  dc^ 
lighted  much  in  Swift's  cqmpany  on  that  account.  One 
day  being  at  the  Cadte  when  a  learned  phyfician  was  read-: 
ing  a  long  Icfture  to  his  Excellency  on  the  nature  and  qua- 
lities of  bees,  calling  them  on  every  occafipn,  a  nation, 
an(l  a  cgmmonwcalth  5  **  Yes,  wy  Lord,**  laid  Swift, 
^*  th^y  a  very  ancient  natjon  5  you  knpw,  my  Lord,  Mofc^ 
takes  notice  qf  them ;  he  nunibcrs  the  Hivit^^  among 
thofe  nations  which  JoQivia  was  appoii^tcd  to  cpnquer." 

Lord  Pembroke  had  t)rou.ght  over  with  him,  as  his  firft 
Chaplain,  pne  Dr.  Mills,  a  man  remarkable  for  a  large 
]loman  nQf<^9  againi^  whqni  Swjfc  had  taken  a  particular 
(iiQil^e.  After  dining  one  day  with  a  private  party  ^t  tho 
Caftle,  qf  which  Mills  was  qne.  Swift  began  to  rail  at  diq 
Lord  Lieutenantsf  qf  Ireland  for  bringing  over  fuch  blocH- 
heads  for  Chaplains  as  they  ufually  did.  Lord  Pembroke 
faid,  that  cenfure  cpuld  not  be  applied  to  him,^  as  hjs  6rlt 
Chaplain  prefent  h^d  been  a  profefibr  at  Oxford,  and  wa^ 
j^ccounted  an  excellent  fcholar.  **  He  a  fcholar,"  lai4 
§wift !   ;  •  I  d*rc  fty  h?  do^a  np?  knQW  bPW  tp  conftruc 
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a  line  of  Virgil/*  Lord  Pembroke,  who  cxpeAcd  fome 
fpc^t  from  this,  took  part  with  his  Chaplain,  faying* 
^'  he  was  furc  there  was  no  paffagc  in  Virgil  which  he 
could  not  pcrfcftly  explain."  *^  Let  the  book  bit 
brought/^  faid  Swift.  Accordingly  a  Virgil  was  fent 
for,  and  Swift  opening  the  book,  pitched  upon  the  fol« 
lowing  line.  Romanov  nsnm  dominos  gentemque  togatam. 
Mills  immediately  tranflated  it  very  properly  in  the 
wfual  way.  "  There,'*  fays  Swift,  '^I  knew  h^  could 
not  do  it— ^he  has  not  conftrucd  one  word  of  it  right." 
*'  Why,  pray  how  would  you  conftruc  it  ?"  Thus— i?^- 
I»tf»w— you've  a  Roman  nofe— r^ram— youVc  a  rare 
rum — dominos -^ dztnn  your  nofe — gentemt^ue  togatam^ 
and  the  whole  race  of  Chaplains.  Swift  then  took  up 
his  hat  and  walked  off,  leaving  Lord  Pembroke  and 
*  the  reft  of  the  party  laughing  heartily  at  the  droU  fcei\c 
which  had  juft  paiTed, 

Now  I  am  upon  the  fubjeft  of  his  punning^  I  cannot 
refrain  from  mentioning  an  excellent  one  which  he 
made  at  my  father's,  in  a  happy  application  of  one  of 
Virgil's  lines.  It  happened  that  a  Lady  wbifking  about 
her  long  train,  which  was  then  the  falbion,  threw  dowi; 
;ind  broke  a  fine  Cremona  fiddle  belonging  to  him  1 
upon  which  Swift  cried  out— 

Mantua  va  mifer  nimium  vidna  Cremonte  ? 

Once  in  the  country  he  was  making  enquiries  about 
H  gentletD^n  in  the  neighbourhood,  with  whom  the 
others  did  not  fcem  to  aflbciate,  and  alkcd  the  reafoa 
of  it.  They  faid  he  wa$  a  very  ftupid  fellow.  Swift 
fome  time  after,  in  one  of  his  rides,  overtook  him, 
and  entered  into  converfation  with  him  by  praifing  his 
borfe,  faying,  among  other  things,  that  he  carried  a 
y^X)  fine  Uil  i  to  which  the  gentleman  repli^d^  "  and 
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youPs  carries  the  beft  head  in  Ireland."  The  Dean,  oq 
)|is  retufOy  related  this  a«  a  very  clever  fayingt  ><^d 
wondered  how  they  could  account  the  author  of  it  ttn^ 
pid.  One  of  the  company,  when  he  next  faw  the 
gentlenfian,  told  hini  how  much  the  Dean  was  pleafed 
with  what  he  had  faid  to  hinru  ^^  Why,  what  was  it/' 
/aid  the  other  ?  ^*  You  told  him  that  his  borfc  canrie4 
the  beft  he^  jn  Ireland."  "  And  fo  he  does,"  replied 
the  geptlerpan,  (utterly  unconfcious  of  his  having  faid 
a  good  thing)  *^  1  thipk  )  never  faw  a  horfe  with  a 
fiqer  forehand/' 

When  George  Faulk npr  the  printer  returned  froni 
|Lx>ndon,  where  he  had  been  foliciring  fubfcriptions  for 
his  edition  of  the  EJcao's  Works,  he  went  to  pay  his 
fefpeiSt^  to  hirp,  dreft  in  a  laced  waiftcoat,  a  bag- wig, 
and  other  fopperies.     Swift  received  hin^  wuh  all  the 
ceremony  that  he  would  (hew  to  a  perfeft  ftranger. 
^  Pray,  Sir,  what  are  yoqr  comrpands  with  me?"  "  I 
thought  it  rpy  duty  to  wait  on  you  immediately  on  mf 
arrival  frorp  Lojidqn."     'f  Pray,  Sir,  who  are  yov  ?'* 
George  Faulkner  the  printer.     "  You  George  Faulkner 
f  he  printer !  why,  thou  art  the  moft  impudent  barer- 
faced  ippoftof  I  ever  heard  o^.     George  Faulkner  is  a 
fobcr  fedate  citizen,  and  would  never  trick  himfclf  out 
in  lace,  and  other  fopperies.     Get  about  your  bufi- 
pefs^  apd  thank  yoqr  ftars  that  1  do  not  fend  you  tq 
the    Houfe   of   Corrpftion."    Poor  George  hobbled 
away  ^  £aft  as  he  could,  and  having  changed  his  ap- 
parel, rctMrned  jnitnpciiatejy  to  the  Deanery.    Swift, 
pn  ftrcipg  him,  wcqt  up  to  hioi  with  great  cordiality, 
fhook  him  fan^iliarly  by  the  hand,  faying,  my  good 
friend^  George,  I  am  heartily  glad  to  fee  you  fafe  re- 
turned.    Fferc  wa§  an  impudent  fellow  in  a  ^ace  waift- 
ppat,  who  would  feign  have  pafled  for  you  ^  but  I  foQH 
fent  I^im  packing  \?ith  a  ^ca  in  I^is  car* 
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He  could  not  bear  to  have  any  lies  told  him>  which 
he  never  failed  to  dcteft  5  and  when  the  party  endea- 
voured to  palliate  them,  his  ufual  expreffion  was— ^ 
'*  Come,  come,  don't  attempt  to  darn  your  cobwefe/*  // 
It  was  a  faying  of  his,  that  an  cxcufe  was  worfe  thao  Z 
lie>  becaufe  an  excufe  was  a  lie  guarded. 

There  was  a  violent  quarrel  between  the  Dean  and 
Serjeant  Bettcfworth,  which  for  fome  time  made  a  great 
poife  in  Dublin.  It  was  occafioncd  by  the  foilowiq^ 
vtrksin  ope  of  Swift's  Poems. 

So  at  the  bar  the  booby  Bettefworth,* 
Tho'  half  a  crown  outpays  his  fweats— worth, 
-  Who  knows  in  law,  nor  text,  nor  margent. 
Calls  Singleton  his  brother  Serjeant. 

The  animofity  of  the  Dean  agalnft  the  Serjeant,  did 
not  arife  from  any  perfonal  pique,  but  on  account  of 
his  being  an  avowed  enemy  of  the  clergy,  and  taking 
the  lead  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  procuring  one 
of  the  moft  unjuft  aqd  arbitrary  votes  ever  made  bv 
that  body,  by  which  the  clergy  were  deprived  of  a 
confiderable  part  of  their  tytbe^^  which  t|iey  had  en-, 
joyed  time  inimpfporial, 

The  Poerp  wa§  fcnt  tq  Bettefworth  when  he  was  in 
compdny  with  fbme  of  his  friends^  from  qne  of  whona 
t|icn  prefent,  I  had  the  following  account.  He  read 
it  aloud  till  he  hacj  finilhed  the  lines  relative  to  himfelf. 
He  then  flung  it  down  with  great  violence,  he  trembled 
j^na  tufncjd  pale  ^  ^nd  after  fpme  paufe,  his  rage  for  a 
while  depriving  him  of  utterance,  he  took  out  his  pen- 
knife, and  qpening  it,  vchcniently  fvyore,  with  this  very 
pen-knife,  by  G—d,  will  I  cut  off  his  ears.  Soon  af- 
ter  he  went  to  feek  the  Dean  at  his  houfe,  and  not  fincj- 
ing  him  at  homci  followed  hiip  to  Mr.  Worral's,:  where 

lie 
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kt  had  an  interview  with  hinf>>  which  has  been  defcribed 
by  Swtfc  in  a  letter  to  the  Duke  of  Dorfetj  then  Lord 
JUeotenant  of  Ireland.    But  as  there  are  fome  paflages 
omitted  in  that  narrative^  which  he  related  to  Dr.  She* 
ndan»  immediately  after  the  fcene  had  pafTed^  I  fiiaU 
here  infert  fuch  part  of  them  as  I  recolledt    Upon 
enquiring  for  Swifts  the  Serjeant  was  (hewn  into  the 
jftreet  parlour,  and  the  Dean  called  out  to  him  from 
the  back  room,  where  he  was  fitting  after  dinner  with 
Worral  and  his  wife.     Upon  entering  the  room,  Swifc 
deCrcd  to  know  his*  commands.     "  Sir/'  fays  he,  "  I 
am  Serjeant  Bet-tcf- worth,"  (which  was  always  bis  pom- 
pous way  of  pronouncing  his  own  name  in  three  diftin£t 
fyllablcs)    "  Of  what  regiment,  pray  ?'*   fays  Swift. 
**  0>  Mr.  Dean  we  know  your  powers  of  raillery ;  you 
know  me  well  enough,  that  I  am  one  of  his  Majefty'a 
Serjeants  at  Law/'    What  then.  Sir  ?  "  Why  then.  Sir, 
I  am  come  to  demand  of  you,  whether  you  are  the  ai|-r 
thor  of  this  Poem  (producing  it)  and  thefe  villainoua 
lines  on  me.'*    At  the  fame  time  reading  them  aloud 
with  great  vehemence  of  emphafis,  and  much  gefticu-^ 
lation.     "  Sir,"  faid  Swift,  "  It  was  a  piece  of  advice 
given  me  in  my  early  days  by  Lord  Somcrs,  never  to 
ow(i  or  difown  any  writing  hid  to  my  charges  because 
if  I  did  this  in  fome  cafes,  whatever  I  did  not  difown 
afterwards^  would  infallibly  be  imputed  to  me  as  mine. 
Now,  Sir,  I  take  this  to  have  been  a  very  wife  maxim^ 
and  as  fuch  have  followed  it  ever  fince ;  and  I  believe 
it  will  hardly  be  in  the  power  of  all  your  rhetoricj^    aa 
great  a  maftcr  as  you  are  of  it,  to  make  me  fwerve  from 
that  rule."     Many  other  things  pafled  as  related  in  the 
above-mentioned  letter.     But  when  Bettcfworth  was 
going  away,  he  faid,  *'  Well,  fince  you  will  give  me  no 
fatisfadion  in  this  affair,  let  me  tell  you,  your  gown  is 
your  jproteftion  s  under  the  faa<SliQn  of  wbich^  lik?  one 

of 
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pf  yoqr  own  Yahoos  who  had  climbed  up  to  the  top 
of  a  high  tree,  you  fit  fccure,  and  fquirt  your  fiUh 
round  on  all  mankind.''  Swift  had  candour  enough 
not  to  conceal  this  laft  circumftance,  at  the  fame  time 
ftying,  **  that  the  fellow  Ihewed  more  wit  in  this  thaa 
he  thought  him  poffcflcd  of."  After  this,  as  Bettef^ 
worth  (till  continued  to  utter  furious  threats  againft  the 
Dean,  there  was  an  aflbciacion  formed  and  figned  by  aU 
the  principal  inhabitants  of  that  quarter,  to  ftand  by 
one  another  with  their  lives  and  fortunes,  in  fupport  of 
their  general  bencfaaor,  againft  any  one-^  who  fhould 
attempt  to  offer  the  Icaft  injury  to  his  perfon  or  fortune* 
Befide  which,  the  publick  indignation  was  kindled 
againft  him  for  this  treatment  of  their  great  favourite, 
and  the  rcfentment  of  all  the  wits  w^s  poured  qut  up- 
on him  in  a  vaft  effufion  of  libels,  pointed  with  ridi-. 
cule,  or  edged  with  fatyr,  which  placed  his  charader 
in  a  contemptible,  or  an  odious  light  i  fp  that  the  un-r 
fortunate  Serjeant,  who  had  before  made  a  confiderablc 
^gure  at  the  bar,  in  a  Ihort  time  loft  his  bufinefs>  and 
was  fcldorn  employed  in  any  fujt  afterwards  5  fo  dan- 
gerous was  it  to  attack  this  idol  of  the  people^ 

He  was  always  attended  fay  two  fervants  when  he  rode 
put,  but  he  walked  through  the  ftrccts,  and  did  not 
put  on  his  fp«terdalhcs  (which  he  always  wore  inftea* 
of  boots)  and  fpur^,  till  he  came  to  the  place  of 
fnounting.  One  day,  being  detained  longer  than  ufual, 
?ind  enquiring  into  the  caufe,  he  found  it  was  owing 
JO  a  difpute  between  the  two  fervants,  to  which  of  their 
offices  it  belonged  to  carry  the  fpatterdafhes  and  fpurs. 
Swift  foon  fettled  the  matter,  by  making  each  of  them 
parry  one  of  each,  and  in  that  manner  walk  behind  him 
through  the  ftrects.  The  blackguards  of  Dublin,  who 
lire  remarkable  for  low  humour,  foon  fmoked  the  de- 
fign^  «n4  ri4ic«}c4  the  f^llqws  as  they  paffed  along  in 
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luch  1  way  as  made  them  quite  afhamcd  of  themfclvcs; 
and  willing  to  come  to  a  compromifc.  But  Swift,  to 
puntlh  them,  made  them  continue  their  progrefs  in  the 
tame  way,  enjoying  the  low  jokes  of  the  mob  as  they 
pafifed ;  till  at  their  earneft  entreaty  afterwards  tbey 
were  allowed  to  take  it  turn  about. 

He  had  often  fome  whimfical  contrivance  to  punilh 
hn  fervants  for  any  negleft  of  his  orders,  fo  as  to  make 
them  more  attentive  for  the  future.  The  hiring  of  the 
maid-fcrvants  he  left  to  his  houfe-keeperj  and  whea 
that  ceremony  was  over,  he  ufed  to  fend  for  them, 
faying,  he  had  but  two  commands  to  give  them ;  one 
'Was,  to  (hut  the  door  after  them  whenever  they  came 
into  a  room  i  the  other,  to  fhut  the  door  after  them 
when  they  went  out  of  a  room  ;  and  bade  them  be  very* 
punftoal  in  executing  thefc  orders.  One  of  theftf 
maids  went  to  him  on  a  particular  occafion,  to  requeft 
that  (he  might  be  allowed  to  go  to  her  fiftcr's  weddings 
which  was  to  be  on  that  day,  at  a  place  diftant  about 
tea  miles  from  Dublin*  Swift  not  only  confented,  but 
fard  he- would  lend  her  one  of  his  horfcs,  with  a  fervant 
to  ride  before  hers  and  gave  his  direftions  accordingly: 
The  maid  in  the  midft  of  her  joy  for  this  favour,  for- 
<yot  to  fliut  the  door  after  her  when  (he  left  the  room; 
In  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  after  fhe  was  gone,  the 
Dean  ordered  a  fervant  to  faddle  another  horfe,  and 
make  what  fpeed  he  could  after  them,  and  wherever  he 
overtook  them,  to  oblige  them  to  return  immediately. 
They  had  not  got  much  above  halfway,  when  he  came 
lip  with  them,  and  told  them  it  was  the  Dean's  pofitive 
comnnlands  that  they  (hould  return  inftantly;  with 
'which,  however  reludantly,  the  poor  girl  was  obliged 
ico  comply.  When  (he  came  into  Swift's  prcfence, 
with  a  moft  mortified  countenance,  (he  begged  to  know 
|jis  Rcvcrfncc'g  ponomands,     ^'  J^othing,  child/'. faid 


DOCTOR    SWIFT.  ^t 

hdy  "  only  you  forgot  to  (hut  the  door  after  you."   But 
not  to  carry  the  punifhment  too  far»  he  tl^en  permitted 
,  her  to  purfue  her  journey. 

There  y/zs  nothing  Swift  dtfliked  more  than  applies* 
tions  from  witlings  and  poctafters^  to  look  ^cr  their 
piecesj  and  he  generally  had  fome  whimfical  contrivance 
to  make  them  repent  of  this,  which,  being  told,  might 
alfo  deter  others  from  the  like.  Among  tbefe,  there 
was  a  poor  author  of  my  acquaintance,  who  had  writ- 
ten a  very  indifferent  tragedy,  and  got  himfelf  intro** 
duced  to  the  Dean,  in  order  to  have  his  opinion  of  it* 
In  about  a  fortnight  after  the  deiivery^  he  called  at  the 
Deanery  to  know  how  he  approved  of  it^  Swift  return** 
€d  the  play  carefully  folded  up,  telling  him  he  had 
read  it,  and  taken  fome  pains  with  it ;  and  he  believed 
the  author  would  not  find  above  half  the  number  o£ 
faults  in  it  that  it  had  when  it  came  into  his  hands, 
Poor  Davy,  after  a  thoufand  acknowledgments  to  the 
Dean  for  the  trouble  he  had  taken, .  retired  fn  company 
with  the  gentleman  who  had  firft  introduced  him,  and 
was  fo  impatient  to  fee  what  correftions  Swift  had  mad©^ 
that  he  would  not  wait  till  he  got  home,  but  got  under 
a  gateway  in  the  next  ftreet,  and,  to  his  utter  aftoaifh^ 
ment  and  confufion,  faw  that  the  .Peaa  had  taken  th5^ 
pains  to  blot  out  every  fecond  line  throughout  the  whole 
play,  fo  carefully,  as  to  render  them  utterly  ilie^ible.r 
Nor  was  it  in  the  power  of  the  unfortunate  author  ta 
conceal  his  difgrace,  as  his  friend,  from  whom  1  had 
the  ftory,  thought  ic  too  good  a  joke  to  be  loft. 

Swift,  whatever  maftery  he  had  gained  ovet  the 
greater  paflionsy  had  no  command  of  histemper«  He 
was  of  a  vety  irritable  make,  prone  to  fudden  ftarts  of 
paflion,  in  iifrhich  bis  expreffions  of  courfe  were  nor  very 
guarded.  His  friends  made  all  due  allowance  for  this, 
knowing  it  to  be  an  infirmity  often  attendant  on  the  beft 
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natures^  tnd  never  took  any  thing  amifs  that  he  faici 
-did  on  fuch  occafionii  But  Dn  Sheridan^  ^vhen  he  faw 
one  of  thefe  fits  coming  on  him,  ufcd  to  divert  its  courier 
by  (ove^  whimfical  flroke  of  fancy  that  would  fet  him 
a  laughing^  and  give  his  humour  another  bent*  And 
in  this  he  was  fo  fuccefsful,  that  one  of  their  common 
friends  ufed  to  fay^  that  he  was  the  Davids  who  alon^ 
could  play  the  evil  fpirit  out  of  Saul.  Among  the  ma- 
ny ofF-hand  poems,  which  they  daily  writ  to  each  othcr^ 
there  was  one  came  to  my  hands,  which>  thdugh  ne- 
gligently written,  is  fo  defcriptxve  of  the  mode  of  theit^ 
living  together,  and  fo  charadteriftic  of  Swift's  man-^ 
tier,  that  1  am  tempted  to  lay  it  before  the  Public; 
When  he  was  difengaged>  the  t)ean  ufed  often  to  call  ' 
in  at  the  Dofbor's  about  the  hour  of  dining,  and  their 
cuftom  was  to  fit  in  a  fmall  back  parlour  iih  h  tiie^  and 
have  flices  fent  them  upon  plates  from  the  common 
room  of  whatever  was  for  the  family-dinneri  The  fur- 
niture of  this  room  was  not  in  the  beft  repair^  being 
often  frequented  by  the  boarders,  of  which  the  houfe 
was  feldom  without  twenty  j  but  was  preferred  by  the 
Dean  as  being  more  fnug  than  the  ftate  parlour,  which 
l9<^asufed  only  when  there  was  company.  The  fubje£l 
of  the  Poem>  is  an  account  of  one  of  thefe  cafual  vifits. 

Wh^ii  to  fhy  houfe  you  come,  dear  Dean^ 

Vour  humble  friend  to  entertain, 

Thro'  dirt  and  inire  along  the  ftreet^ 

Vou  find  no  fcraper  for  your  fe^ ) 

At  which  you  ftamp  and  ftorm  and  fwelTi 

Which  ferves  to  clean  your  feet  as  well. 

By  fteps  afcettding  to  the  hall. 

All  torn  to  rags  by  boys  and  b^Il^ 

IVith  fawter'ii  figments  oh  the  floor  i 

A  fad  uneafy  patlout  door^ 

Befm^ar'd  with  chalk,  and  carv*d  with  knive;^! 

(A  plague  upon  all  carelefs  wives) 

Art 
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Ar^  the  next  fights  yotf  muA  expeft^ 
But  do  not  think  tbpy  are  my  negledi. 
Ah  that  thefe  evils  were  the  worft ! 

The  parlour  ftill  is  farther  curd.  ~  ""* 

To  enter  there  if  you  advance^ 
If  in  you  get,  it  is  by  chance* 
How  oft  by  turns  have  you  and  i 
iSaid  thus-p— "Jet  me— no— -let  me  try— • 
^*  This  turn  will  open  it  I'll  engage'*— >« 
You  puAi  me  from  it  in  a  rage. 
iTurning,  twifting,  forcings  fumWing, 
Stamping,  ftaring,  fuming,  grumblings 
At  length  it  opens — in  we  go- 
How  glad  are  we  to  find  it  fo  t 
Conquefts  thro'  paitts  and  dangers  pleafe^ 
Much  more  than  thofe  attain'd  with  ea£%^ 
Are  you  difpos'd  to  take  a  feat  9 
The  inftant  that  it  feels  your  weight. 
Out  go  its  legs  and  down  you  come 
Upon  your  reverend  Deanihip's  bum,  ^^  r  -  w  « 

Betwixt  two  ftools  'tis  often  faid^ 
The  fitter  on  the  ground  is  laid  > 
What  praife  then  to  my  chairs  is  doe^ 
Where  ant  performs  the  feat  of  two ! 
Now  to  the^fire,  if  fuch  there  be, 
At  prefent  nought  but  fmoke  we  icc^ 
Come,  ftir  it  up— ho — Mr.  Joker, 
How  can  I  ftir  it  without  poker  ? 
The  beUows  take,  their  batter'd  nofo 
Will  ferve  for  ppker^  I  fuppofe* 
Now  you  begin  to  rake-^alack  * 

^he  grate  has  tumbled  from  its  back-*** 
The  coals  all  on  the  hearth  are  laid?— 
*•  Stay,  Sir—I'll  run  and  call  the  maidj 
**  She'll  make  the  fire  again  complete — 
•*  She  knows  the  humour  of  the  grate. ** 
Pox  take  your  maid,  and  you  together-*  "^ 

This  is  cold  comfort  in  cold  weather. 
Now  all  is  right  again—the  blaze 
Suddenly  rais'd  as  foon  decays^ 
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Once  more  apply  the  bellows — "  S< 

*^  Thefe  bellow^  were  not  made  to  blow—- 

• 

*^  Their  leathern  lungs  arc  in  decay, 
•*  They  can't  even  puff  the  fmoke  awayJ 
i^nd  is  your  Reverence  Vext  at  that  ? 
Get  up  in  God's  name,  take  your  hat) 
Hang  them,  fay  I,  that  have  no  (hift; 
Come,  blow  the  fire,  good  DoAor  Swift. 
If  trifles  fuch  as  thefe  can  teafe  you, 
Pla^Ue  take  thofe  fools  that  ftrive  to  pleafe  yoit* 
Therefore  no  longer  be  a  quarr'let 
Either  with  me^  Sir,  ot  my  parlour. 
If  you  can  relifh  ought  of  mine, 
A  bit  of  meat,  a  glafs  of  wine. 
You're  welcome  to  it,  and  you  ihall  fare 
As  well  as  dining  with,  the  Mayor* 
You  faucy  fcab — ^you  tell  me  fo-— 
Why  booby-face>  Fd  have  you  kno^ 
^'  I'd  rather  fee  your  things  in  order, 
•'  Than  dine  in  ftate  with  the  Recorder* 
•*  For  water  I  muft  keep  a  clutter, 
*  Or  chide  your  wife  for  (linking  butter* 
*•  Or  getting  fuch  H  deal  of  meat, 
*'  As  if  you'd  half  the  town  to  cat. 
♦*  That  wife  of  your's,  the  Devil's  in  her^ 
*•  I've  told  her  of  this  way  of  dinner, 
**  Five  hundred  times,  but  all  in  vain— 
•*  Here  comes  a  rump  of  beef  again  : 
•*  Oh  that  that  wife  of  yoqr's  Would  burft-« 
**  Get  out,  and  ferve  the  boarders  firff. 
<*  Pox  take  'em  all  for  me — I  fret 
**  So  much,  I-fiiiall  not  cat  my  meat — ^ 
•*  You  know  I'd  rather  have  a  flice.'* 
I  know,  dear  Sir,  you  are  not  nice ; 
You'll  haVe  your  dinner  in  a  minute^ 
Here  comes  the  plate  aiid  flices  in  it — • 
Therefore  no  more,  but  take  your  place*-** 
l)o  you  fall  to,  and  I'll  fay  grace« 
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Memoirs  and  Anecdotes  of  Swift,  extrafted 
from  xht  former  Publications,  by  Dr.  Del  any, 
and  others^ 


A  S  Swift  had  been  charged  by  many  with  want  of 
^  ^  religion,  Voltaire^  and  other  Free-thinkers,  wiQi- 
ing  to  have  a  man  of  his  genius  inrolled  in  their  clafs  ; 
Dodbor  Dclany  enters  into  a  juftification  ofhim  in  that 
refpeft.  Among  other  paflages  to  this  cffeft,  are  the 
following:  As  to  his  religion^  I  myfelf  have  obferved 
many  ftrong  indications  and  proofs  of  his  fincerity  in 
it,  befide  thofc  now  mentioned.  His  faying  Grace, 
both  before  and  after  meat,  was  very  remarkable.  Ic 
was  always  in   the  feweft  words  that  could  be  uttered 

.  on  the  occafidn,  but  with  an  emphafis  and  fervour  which 
every  one  around  him  faw  and  felt,  and  with  his  hands 
clafped  into  one  another,  and  lifted  up  to  his  breaft, 
but  never  higher.  The  Religious  and  Chriftian  form 
of  his  laft  will,  and  the  many  prayers  compofed,  and 
con ftantly -offered  up  by  him  in  Mrs.  Johnfon's  fick- 
ncfs,  are  ftrong  proofs  to  the  fame  purpofe^ 

There  was  no  vice  in  the  world  he  fo  much  abhorred 
as  hypocrify  \  and  of  confcquencc  nothing  he  dreaded 
fo  much  as  to  be  fufpcfted  of  it*  This  naturally  led, 
to  make  him  verge  fometimes  too  much  to  the  other 
extreme  5  and  made  him  often  conceal  his  piety  with 
more  care,  than  others  take  to  conceal  tjieir  vices*     I 

.  have  bedn  affured  by  Do&or  Delany,  who  lived  for  a 
confiderable  time  in  his  houfci  that  he  redded  with  him 
for  moi:c  than  fix  months,  before  he  knew^  or  fo  much 
as  fufpcfted  that  he  ever  read  prayers  to  his  family. 
Which  nev;erthelefs  he  conftantly  did,  at  a  fixed  hour 

,  ^very  night  in  his  own  bed-chamber^  to  which  the  fcr- 
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vants  regularly  and  filcntly  rcfortcd,  at  the  time  ap- 
pointed, without  any  notice  from  a  bell,  or  audjblc 
call  of'  any  kind^  except  the  ftriking  of'a  clock.  And 
I  am  wcHaflured,  that  when  he  Hired  in  L6ntton,  his 
conftant  way  was  to  go  to  early  prayers,  and  (acraments 
which  he  thought  made  him  lefs  ditiinguifhed  in  his 
devotions-  But  ihoujgh  in  his  priirate  edacity  he  in- 
dulged himfclf  ift  his  own  method  of  paying  his  dtvo- 
tionsy  yet  when  his  doty  called  On  him  cither  as  a  parifli 
PHeft,  or  Dean^  no  one  performed  all  the  fundions  of 
that  facrcd  office  in  a  more  exemplary  manner,,  becaiifc 
in  this  cafe  nothing  of  pftentation  could  be  imputed  to 
him.  Of  this  Doftor  Delany  gives  feveral  inftanccs, 
and  concludes  with  a  very  remarkable  one,  where  he 
fays,  after  a  good  deal  of  meditation  upon  Swift's  cha- 
ra£ter^  as  a  man  of  true  religion,  I  think  I  have  found 
out  one  proof  of  it  fo  clear  and  inconteftable,  as  may 
well  fuperfede  the  neceflSty  of  any  other.  His  Cathe- 
dral of  St.  Patrick's j  is  the  only  church  in  that  city, 
wherein  the  primitive  pra^ice  of  receiving  the  facra- 
ment  every  Lord's  day,  was  renewed,,  and  is  ftill  con- 
tinued I  and  to  the  bcft  of  my  remembrance  and  belief, 
renewed  in  his  time.  At  kail,  as  he  was  Ordinary 
thertTy  it  ^ould  not  be  continued  without  his  confent; 
and  it  is  moft  certain  that  he  conftantly  attended  that 
holy  office ;  confecrated  and  adminiftcred  the  Sacrament 
•  in  pcrfoA.  Nor  do  1  believe  he  ever  once  failed  to  do 
fo,  when  it  was^  in  his  power ;  I  mean  when;he  was  not 
fick,  or  abfent  at  too  gifeat  a  diftance* 

Hrs  attention  to  the  economy  of  his  Cathedral  was 
fuch,  that  he  would  not  fufFcr  a  IhilHng  of  if  s  peveniies 
to  be  alienated  from  its  proper  ufe,  even  for  th^  pur- 
pofcs  of  charity.  If  any  thing  of  thaft  kind  was  pro^ 
poftd,  his  anfwer  was,  that  this  money  was  appropri^ 
ated  V  but  he  would  give  out  of  his  ov^n..poc(:et^  in 
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proportion  to  his  income,  a(s  much  towards  any  charitable 
purpofe,  as  any  of  them  would  in  proportion  to  theirs. 
Then  turning  to  the  perfon  who  niade  the  propofal,  "  You, 
Sir,  declare,  upOti  ^our  confcience,  that  the  perfon  you 
WOW  folicit  for,  is  a  proper  objedt  Of  Chriftian  Charity. 
My  Deanery  is  worth feven  hundred  pounds  a  year-,  your 
Prebend,  worth  two ;  if  you  will  give  two  (hillings  to  this 
x:harity,  1  will  give  feven,  or  any  greater  funft  in  the  fame 
proportion.  i 

His  ftri£t  religious  attention  to  the  re^^enucs  of  the 
Deanery,  was  fo  great,  that  he  never  failed  to  fscrificc  his 
Own^  prefent  emoluments,  to  the  reafonable  profpefts  of 
a  future  fuf&cient  maintenance  for  his  fucceflbrs  and  chap- 
ter. One  inftantc  of  this  appeared  moft  remarkably  in 
the  great  decline,  and  almoil  total  decay  of  his  under- 
fianding.  He  had  refolved  many  years  before,  never  to 
renew  a  certain  Jeafc  of  lands  belonging  to  the  Deanery, 
without  raifing  the  rent  thirty  pounds  a  year*  The  te- 
nant had  often  applied  to  him  for  a  renewal  upon  other 
terms,  but  to  no  purpofe.  And  finding  now  that  Swift*^ 
underl^anding  was  in  the  decay,  and  his  avarice  remark- 
i^bly  predominant ;  he  thought  this  the  proper  feafon  to 
make  his  laft  effort  for  a  renewal,  and  tempt  him  with 
fuch  a  fine,  as  he  was  fdre  the  Dejto  could  not  refift  \ti 
thofe  circftmftances.  Accordingly  he  made  his  attempt ; 
but  to  as  little  purpofe  as  ever  he  had  done  before,  th6 
t)taTi  remaining  immoveable.  He  refufed  a  large  fitie,  at 
ft  time  vrfi*n  he  loved  money  incomparably  beyond  any 
thing  elfc  in  the  world,  and  raifed  the  rent,  as  he  had 
long  fince  refolved  to  do.  I  vifited  him  the  next  day  af- 
ter tht^  renewal  of  this  leafe,  and  enquiring  after  his  health, 
be  told  me  in  a  tone  of  heavy  complaint,  that  his  me- 
mory was  almoft  totally  gone,  artd  his  underftanding 
going ;  but  that  he  had  yefterday  done  fomething  for  the 
benefit  of  his  fucceflbr,  but  he  had  forgot  what  j  but  Doc- 
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tpr  V/ilfon  (who  then  lived  in  the  houfe  with. him)  would 
tell  me.  I  enquired,  and  was  informed  oif  this  renewal, 
as  I  have  now  related  it. 

As  an  Ecclcfiaftic,  he  was  fcrupuloufly  exaft  in  the  cx- 
ercife  of  his  funftion,  as  well  with  regard  to  temporal,  as 
fpiritual  things.  He  expended  more  money  to  fupport 
^nd  adorn  his  Cathedral,  than  had  been  applied  to  the 
fame  ufe  in  any  period  fince  it  was  firft  built.  He  wa3 
extremely  exaft  and  confcientious  in  prdmoting  the  Mem- 
bers of  the  Choir  according  to  their  merit,  and  never  ad- 
vanced any  perfon  to  a  Vicarage,  who  was  not  qualified 
for  it  in  all  refpeds,  whatever  their  intereft,  or  however 
recommended.  He  once  rcfufcd  a  Vicarage  to  a  perlbii 
for  whom  Lady  Carteret  was  very  importunate;  at  the 
iame  time  declaring  to  her  Ladyfhip,  that,  if  it  had  been 
.  in  his  power  to  have  made  the  Gentleman  a  Dean,  or  a 
Bilhop,  he  would  have  obliged  her  willingly,  becauie,  he 
faid,  Deaneries  and  Bifliopricks  were  preferments  in  which 
merit  had  no  concern ;  but  tTie  merit  of  a  Vicar  would 
be  brought  to  the  teft  every  day. 

It  happened  that  a  young  Gentleman  of  his  Choir  be- 
ing abroad  with  his  gun,  fuffered  irreparable  hurt  by  its 
going  off  accidentally.  When  the  Dean  heard  of  it  he 
cxprefled  great  concern,  and  having  paufed  a  litde, 
•'  well,"  faid  he,  "  this  will  be  a  good  opportunity  at 
once  to  reward  merit,  and  alleviate  diftrefs ;  I  will  make 
him  a  Vicar-,"  which  he  did  accordingly  the  fame  hour. 

The  poor  in  the  liberty  of  his  Cathedra],  were'better 
regulated  than  any  other  in  the  kingdom ;  they  were  all 
badged,  and  were  never  found  begging  out  of  their  dif- 
trift.  For  fome  of  thefe  he  built  and  furniflied  a  little 
almflioufe,  being  aflifted  in  this  by  fome  voluntary  con- 
tributions ;  and  preferved  among  them  uncommon  clean- 
linefs  and  decency,  by  conftanily  vifiting  them  in  perfon. 

In 
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In  the  diftribution  of  his  charity,  that  he  might  pro-  ' 
portion  his  bounty  to  the  nccclTities  and  m^Yits  of  the 
different  objefts  he  met  with,  and  yet  give  but' one  piece 
of  money  at  a  time,  he  conftantly  kept  a  pocket  full  of 
all  forts  of  coin,  from  a  filver  three  pence  to  a  crown  piece. 
■  He  was  a  ftrenuous  fupporter  of  all  the  rights  and  pri* 
vileges  belonging  to  his  Deanery,  againft  all  incroach- 
ments  attennpted  by  his  powerful  neighbour  the  Arch- 
bifhqp  of  Dublin;  in  oppofition  to  whom  he  determined 
to  affcrt  his  right  of  abfence  without  his  Grace's  permif- 
fion,  at  the  expcnce  of  feveral  hundred  pounds,  at  a  time 
when  he  did  not  believfc  he  fhould  ever  again  claim  the 
privilege  for  himfelf ;  *but  becaufe  he  would  not  endanger ^ 
tlie  liberty  of  his  fuccfeflbr  by  an  injurious  precedent. 

In  contradiction  to  the  account  given  of  the  great  deco- 
rum and  folemnity  with  which  Swift  performed  all  reli- 
gious duties,  there  are  two  ftories  told  by  Lord  Orrery,, 
to  which  I  can  give  no  credit.  The  firft  is  thus  related 
by  his  Lordfhip :  "  As  foon  as  he  had  taken  poflvffion  cf 
his  two  livings,  he  went  to  refide  at  Laracor,  and  gave 
public  notice  to  his  parilhioners,  that  he  would  read  pray- 
ers every  Wedncfday  and  Friday.  Upon  the  fubfequert 
Wednefday  the  bell  was  rung,  and  the  Reftor  attended  in 
his  delk;  y/hen  after  having  fate  fome  time,  and  finding 
the  congregation  to  confift  only  of  himdlf,  and  his  Clerk 
Roger,  he  began  with  great  compofure  and  gravity,  but 
with  a  turn  peculiar  to  himfdf,  '<  Dearly  beloved  Roger 
*— the  Scripture  moveth  you  and  me  in  fundry  places," 
tff. — And  then  proceeded  regularly  through  the  whole 
fervice.  I  mention  this  trifling  circumftance  only  to  fhew 
you,-  that  he  could  not  refill  a  vein  of  humour,  whenever 
he  had  an  opportunity  of  exerting  it." 

Now  to  fuppofe  that  a  man  of  Swift's  religious  turn, 
fliould.have  ^nade  fuch  a  mockery  of  this  folemn  aft  of 
wor&ip,  and  afterwards  go  through  the  whole  fervice, 
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notwithftanding  the  mgny  ^bfurditics  that  would  fpHow  in 
the  courfe  of  it,  from  there  being  no  congregation  pn:- 
fcnt,  merely  for  the  fake  of  a  paltry  jeft,  is  too  grols  an 
impofuion  to  be  eafily  fwallowed.     It  is  not  indeed  im- 
probablej  that  Swift  afterwards,  in  relating  this  circuni* 
fiance^  might  have  faid,  h^  had  a  mjnd  to  begin  the  ler-r 
vice  with-^"  Dearly  beloved  Roger,"  6?c.  and  they  who, 
heard  this,   as  is  frequently  the  cafe  on  fuch  occafions^ 
thought  it  would  imprpve  the  ftory  n^pch  by  making  him 
carry  it  into  execution,  and  related  it  accordingly.     Thg 
other  ftory  is  thus  t<dd  by  his  Lordiliip.     ^*  His  humour- 
ous difpofuion  tempted  him.to  ^dions  incopGdent  with  the 
dignity  of  a  Clergyman ;  and  fuch  flights  drew  upon  him 
the  general  chara(5ter  of  an  irreligioys  man  :  I  ren^ember 
to  have  heard  a  ftory  of  hicn,  that  fully  fliew?  how  little 
he  regarded  certain  ceremonies^  which  ought  always  to  be 
obferved  with  refpe^t.     Soon  aft^r  he  ha(l  been  made 
Dean  pf  St.  Patrick'js,  he  was  loitering  one  Sqnday  in  the 
afternoon  at  the  hpufe  of  podbor  Raymond^  with  whom 
he  had  dined  at  Trim  (a  fmali  town  n^^r  Laracor)  of 
which  the  Doftor  wa§  Vicar.     The  hell  had  rung,  and 
the  people  were  aflembled  for  Evening  Prayers.    Dodtpr 
Raymond  was  preparing  to  go  to  the  Church,  which  wa3 
fcarce  twp  hundred  yards  from  his  houfe.     *'  Raymond,** 
faid  the  Pean^  ^^  I  will  lay  you  a  crown,  I  will  b^gin  the 
I'rayers  before  you  this  afternoon^"    ^*  I  accept  th^  wa- 
ger," replied  pr.  Raymond  \  and  immediately  ih^y  botl^ 
^afi  as  fail  as  they  could  towards  the  Chnrch.    Raymo^d^ 
who  was  the  nimbler  n^an  pf  (he  two^  arrived  fidt  at  the 
door ;  and  when  he  enteri^d  the  Phurci;i^  walked  decentl|( 
towards  the  reading  deflf .    Swift  wver  £Jacken<?d  Iuk  p«ce, 
but  running  up  the  aiQc,  left  Dr.  Ra)fnqflp4  behind  hinc^ 
jn  the  middle  of  it,  and  ft<;pping  into.-  tti?  reading  dcik^ 
without  putting  oh  a  furplice,  or  opgning  the  Prajfef 
5ook,  began  the  Liturgy  iq  an  aydible  ^^\f:f^  and  fomi^ 
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i^ued  to  repeat  the  fervice  fufficiently  long  to  wiq  the  wa- 
gen"  Now  it  is  very  pofliWe  that  fuch  an  adyenturft 
ought  have  happened  at  that  time  between  two  Clergy** 
men,  and  n^^thing  more  probable  than  that  if  woul^  im- 
Boe^fately  be . transferred  td  Swift  and  his  nei^hbour^  We, 
l^e  k  every  day  prafbifed,  that  witty  Sayings,  Blunders, 
and  things  of  Humour,  are  conl^antly  father^4.  Mp^P  ^^? 
nooft  remarkable  Wit,  Blunderer,  or  Huniourift.  of  thq 
times,  whether  thqy  belong  to  them  or  ijiou 

As  his  Lordfhip  has  giv^n  na  fort  of  author^Fy  for  the 
trudi  of  the  above  dories,  nor  indeed  for  that  of  apy 
others  that  he  }ias  related  to  the  prejudice  of  Swift,-  ex» 
cept  hear-fay ;  we  may  judge  to  what  dcgreq  qf  credit 
thc^  are  intitled. 

Among  the  nuny  falfc  rcprefentations  madp  by  hi? 
LordjQiip,  he  has  been  attacked  for  one  pf  them  with 
great  fpirit,^  byPodor  Delany,  in  the  follo^ipg  paflage; 
A  frici^d  0^  mine,  turning  over  the  Jndex  to  your  Letr 
ters,  (hewed  me  tbcfc  woixls—^ytt;///'?  S^ragUo — Surprifc4 
at  this,  I  immediately  turned  to  the  place  j  where,  to  my 
much  greater  lurprifc,  I  found  the  following  paragraph, 
}^  You  fee  the  command  which  Swift  had  over  all  his  fe- 
males ;  and  you  would  have  fmiled  to  have  found  his 
houf^  a  conftant  Seraglio  of  very  virtuous  womep,  whp 
attended  him  from  morning  to  night,  y«^ith  an  obedience, 
an  ^we>  and  an  afliduity,  that  are  feldom  paid  to  the 
richefl:,  or  the  moft  powerful  lovers  \  no,  not  even  to  the 
Graod  Seignior  himfelf."  This  paragragh,  my  Lord, 
gives  me  great  concern,  upon  many  accounts  \  though  I 
ihall  mention  only  this  one ;  that  it  feems  to  be  written 
in  the  ftyle  of  a  man,  who  knew  what  he  faid  to  be  truth  1 
which  yet  moft  certainly  was  not,  could  not,  be  your 
cafe ;  and  therefore  I  conclude  you  wrote  it  in  the  ftyle 
in  which  it  was  de^vered  to  you,  by  yoqr  monftroua 
mifinfQrwW. 

C  ?  4  My 
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My  Lord,  the  intercourfe  in  which  my  ftation  engaged 
Hie,  for  many  years,  with  the  Dean ;  itiy  long  intimacy- 
with  his  moft  intimate  friends,  and  the  frequent  vifits  ta 
him  which  my  l6ve  knd  gratitude  exafted ;  enable  me  to 
aiTure  your  Lordfliip  and  i.he  world,  (as  I  do  in  the  moft 
felemn  and  fincere  manner)  that  nothing  ever  was  more 
falfe,  than  the  informaticnsycu- received  upon  thi^  point; 
and  that  in  faft^- females  were  rarely  admitted  into  his 
houfc  5  and  nevdr  came  thither  but  upon  very  particular 
invitations,  notcxceptingeven  Mrs.  Jdhhfon.  The  truth 
is,  not  one  of  thofe  you  ait  pfeafed  to  call  his  Senators, 
ever  prefumed  to  approach  him,  till  -he  Very  particularly 
fignifitd  his  pleafure  that  'they  IhouW,  except  his  near 
kinfwoman,  Mrs.  Whiteway,  who  was  often  with  him, 
but  not  until  the  latter  par^t  of  his  life. 

And  yet,  my  Lord,  as  the  honour  I  bear  you.ftrongly 
inclines  mfc  to  aflcnt  to  your  pofitions,  wherever  I  can ;  I 
muft  own,  that  if  keeping  a  great  number  of  profeffcd 
nominal  miftrcfles,  conftitATces  the  complete  idea  of  a  Se- 
raglio, Swift  kept  a  greater;  and  a  much  more  extended 
pnc  than  the  Grand  Seignior,     And  I  have  had  the  ho- 
nour to  be  admitted,  more  than  once,  to  bear  him  corner 
pany  in  his  vifits  to  them.     But  this  1  muft  add,  in  fup.- 
port  of  the  credit  of  your  judgment  of  his  conftitution» 
that  his  vifits  were  always  by  day-light;  and  for  the  moft 
part,  in  the  moft  open  and  public  places  of  the  City, 
But  yet  truth  obliges  me  to  own,  that  he  alfo  vtfited  fomc 
of  them  in  bye-allies,  and  under  arches ;  places  of  long 
fufpefted  fame.     Let  me  add,  that  he  kept  ftridly  to  that 
Turkifli  principle,  of  honouring  none,  but  fuch  as  were 
bred  up  and  occupied  in  fome  employment.     One  of 
thffe  miftreflcs  fold  plumbs ;  another,  hob-nails  j  a  third, 
tapes  J  a  fourth,  gingerbread ;  a  fifth,  knitted  ^  a  fixth, 
darned  ftockings ;  and  a  feventh,  cobbled  fhoes ;  and  fo 
pn,  beyopd  my  counting.     And  ip  all  tl^is  detail  of  his 

amoufs^ 


.  / 


DOCTOR    SWIFT,  ^5^' 

amoursr,  I  take  upon  me  to  fay,  that  the  fingularirjr  of  his 
taftc,   was  as  remarkably  diftinguifhcd,  as  his  genius' 
was,  in  any,  or  all  of  his  compofitions.     One  of  thcfc 
miftrefles  wanted  an  eye;  another,  a  nofej  a  third,  an 
arm  5  a  fourth,  a  foot;    a  fifth,  had  all  the  attraftions 
of  Jgnas  Polypus  I  and  a  fixth,  more  than  all  thole  of 
jflElbp's  hump;  and  all  of  them  as  (Jld  at  leaft  as  fome 
of  IjOuis  the  XI Vth's  miftrefles ;  •  and*  many '  of  thent 
much  older.    He  faluted  them  with  afl  becoming  kind-' 
nefs;  aflced  them  how  they  did;  how"  they  throve j 
what  ftock  they  had,  6?^.;    and  as  miftrefles,  all  the' 
world  owns,  arc  expenfivc  things,  it  is  certain  hf  never 
faw  his,  but  to  his  coft.     If  any  of  their  ware  wfertf 
fuch  as  he  could  poflibly  make  ufc  of^  orpretcnd  to 
make  ufe  of,  he  always  bought  fome ;    and  paid  for  ' 
every  half- penny  worth,^at  leaft  fix- pence,  and  for  every  , 
pennyworth,  a  fiiilling.'^    If  their  faleables  were  of  an- 
other nature,  he  added  fomething  to  their  ftock  j  with 
ftrift  charges  of  induftry  and  honefty.     And  I  muft 
once  more  own,  for  truth  ej^afts  it  of  me,  that  thefc 
miftrefles  were,  very  numerous;  infomuch,  that  there 
was  fcarce  one  ftreet,  or  alley,  or  lane  in  Dublin,  its 
fuburbs,  and  its  environs,  that  had  not  at  leaft  one  or 
more  of  them.     Some  of  thefe  he' named  thus  for  dif- 
tinftion's  fake,    and   partly  for  humour;    Caticcrina,, 
Stumpa-Nympha,  Pullagowna,  Futterilla,  Flora,  Stum- 
pantha,  fc?^.     Pray,  my  Lord,^  are  Horace's  Pyrrhas 
aad  Lydias  to  be  named  in  a  day  with  thefe  ?  And  yet 
1  cannot  fay  that  any,  or  all  of  them,  ever  influenced 
him,  either  in  the  compofition  or  publication  of  any 
of  his  Poems ;  though  I  cannot  tell  whether  they  might 
not  have  occafioned  a  very  celebrated  Love  Epiftle, 
from  a  blind  man,   to  one  of  Swift's  favourite   mif- 
trefles, .qallcd  Stumpy,  from  the  fame  pf  her  wooden 

What 
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What  a  glorious  fccnc  is  here  difplaycd  of  Swift's  be-, 
neficcnce !  to  fcek  out  objcfts  in  all  quarters  of  the 
town,  from  which  the  bulk  of  mankind  turn  with 
loathing;  to'  place  them  in  a  way  of  gaining  an  honeft 
livelihood)  inAcad  of  being  publick  nuifanccs.in  the 
ftrcct ;  to  keep  them  fteady  in  a  courfe  of  induftry,  by 
frequent  vifits  in  fuch  places  as  the  faftidious  rich  would 
difdaio  to  enter ;  to  fupply  their  wants  when  bufinefs. 
was  flack,  and  encourage  the  fuccefsful  by  farther 
bountica— Thcfc  are  inftances  of  fuch  truly  Chriftian 
Charity,  as  are  rarely  to  be  found.  And  after  this  (hall 
it  be  a  doubt  whether  Swift  had  a  heart  fufceptible  of 
the  foft  feelings  of  humanity  ? 

He  had  a  fervant  well  known  to  all  his  friends  by  the 
naine  of  Saundjers ;  an  appellation  given  him  by  the 
IJc^n.  He  was  remarkably  kind  to  him  during  4 
courfe  of  feveral  years  fpcnt  in  his  fervice  j  but  more 
particularly  throughout  a  long  illnefs,  under  which  h? 
labojured  for  many  months  before  he  died.  He  had  him 
buried  ip  the  South  aifle  of  his  Cathedral,  where  he 
f  fcf^ed  4  monument  to  him  in  a  fmall  piece  of  ftatuajry 
fnarblejj  with  this  infcription. 

Here  licth  the  Body  of 

Ai^EXANDBiL  Magee,  Scrvant  to  Doflipr 

Swift,  Dean  of  Sf.  Palrifk% 

His  grsiltful  Mafter  ci^ufed  this    Monument  to  b« 

erected  in  Memory  of  bis  Difcretion,  Fidelity, 

^nd  Diligence,  in  that  humble  Station, 

Oi.  Mar.  24,  1721,  JEtzt.  49. 

In  the  original  draught,  which  I  ftw  in  the  Dean's 
own  hand-writing,  it  ftpod  thus  : 

liis  grateful  FrmJi  and  Maftcp,  ^c. 

A  Gentle- 
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A  Qcntkman  of  the  Dean's  j^cquaintance^f  much  more 
diftingui(hc4  for  va^ify  than  wif<;lom,  prevailed  upoa 
him  tQ  leave  o^t  the  ^ord  friend^  and  only  write  his 
grateful  mailer  ^  aod  this  in  CQntradi^ion  to  a  known 
maxim  of  His  own* — "  That  an  affcftionat?  and  faith- 
ful fervant,  ihould  always  be  C(in0dered  in  the  charac* 
fcr  of  an  humble  friend/'  He  performed  the  burial 
fervice  himfclf  on  the  occadon.  and  in  the  courfe  of  it 
was  obferved  to  (bed  tears. 

As  he  expe£te4  pyn£bual,  ready^  and  implicit  6be- 
4icnce,  he  ^lway$  trie4.  ^ijsi  ftrvants  when  Re  hired  them 
by  fome  tcft  of  their  hyqfiiKty.  Arnong  other  quali- 
ties, he  always  aflced  whsthf r  they  underftood  cleaning 
Ihoes,  becaufe,  faid  he,  my  i;itcbea  wench  has  a  fcul- 
lion  that  dQe$  her  drudgery,  and  one  part  of  the  bufir 
nefs  of  my  groom  and  footman  is  conftantly  to  cleaa 
her  fho*s.  by  lurns ;  if  they  fcrgpled  this,  theur  treaty 
vfas  at  an.  end ;  if  not,  he  g^ve  them  a  farther  hearing. 
His  kitchen  wenchi  however,  was  his  cook ;  a  womaa 
of  a  large  fi:$e,  robuft  conftitution,  and  coarfe  features  f 
tier  face  very  much  feamed  with  the  fmall-por,  and 
jfurro^ed  by  age ;  this  womapi  be  alway&  diftinguiibecli 
by  the  name  gf  Sweetheart. 

1%  happened,  one  day  that  Sweetheart  greatly  over 
l?€^2^fted  th^  only  joint  he  bad  for  dinner;  upon  whicl\ 
he  fent  for  her  up,  and  with  great  coolncfs  and  gravity, 
^* S'ifieitbeariy*  fays  he,  *^  take  this  down  into  the 
Ifitcbeoj  and  dp  it  lefsi."  She  replied,  «<  that  was  im- 
,poflibJe/'  "  Pray^^  then,"  faid  he,  ^  if  you  bad  roaft- 
ed  it  too.  little,  could  you  |K>t  have  done  it  more  V^ 
^'Yes,  flie  faid,  ftie  cojuld  eafily  have  done  that;'* 
^'  Why  tbea,  S*fjojeetbeant^  \i  you  muft  commit  a  fault, 
|et  nxc  advife  y<?v  to  commit  Qi\e  that  can  be  mended." 

To  the  reft  of  the  fervanc$»  indeed,  be  appeared  to 
t}e  chjjf^  4e4  a#wc^  \m^  io  iwlifty*  wi»  one  of  the 
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bed  matters  in  the  world.  He  allowed  them  board 
wages  at  the  higheft  rate  then  known ;  and  if  he  em* 
ployed  them  about  any  thing  out  of  the  ordinary  courfe 
cf  their  fervice,  he  always  paid  them  to  the  full  value 
of  their  work,  as  he  would  have  paid  another.  With 
thefe  emoluments,  and  the  fragments  from  his  table, 
he  expected  they  flioiild  find  thcmfclves  in  vicloak, 
and  ail  other  neceffaries,  except  the  liveries  which  he 
gave  them.  If  in  this  fituation  their  expences  were 
greater  than  their  income,  it  was  judged  a  fafficient 
reafon  to  difcharge  them ;  but  on  the  contrary,  as  foon 
as  they  had  faved  a  full  year's  wages,  he  conftantly  paid 
them  legal  intercft  for  it,  and  took  great  pleafure  in 
feeing  it  accumulate  to  a  fum,  which  might  fettle  them 
in  fome  employment  if  he  (hocild  die  ;  or  if  they  found 
it  advifeable  to  quit  his  fervice,  which  was  feldom  the 
cafe;  and  he  with  whom  his  fervants  live  long,  has  un- 
dubitable  witneflTes  that  he  is  a  good  mailer.  Belide 
the  motives  already  afTignedfor  wifhing  to  continue  in 
bis  fervice,  their  pride  was  highly  gratified  while  they 
reoia'uicd  in  that  ftation ;  it  was  thought  an  honour  to 
belong  to  the  Dean  in  any  fhape  i  they  had  more  refpeft 
paid  them  by  the  people  in  general  than  is  ufually 
ihcwn  to  any  Others  of  this  fraternity;  and  the  Dean's 
plain  livery  was  a:  badge  of  greater  diftinftion,  than 
that  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant's  with  all  its  finery. 

He  was  one  of  the  cleanliefl  men  in  his  perfon  that 
ever  lived.  His  hands  were  not  only  walhed,  as  thofe 
of  other  men,  with  the  utmoft  care,  but  his  nails  were 
conftantly  kept  pared  to  the  quick,  to  guard  againfl: 
the  lead  appearance  of  a  fpeck  upon  them.  And  as  he 
walked  much,  he  rarely  dreflfed  himfelf  without  a  ba* 
fon  of  water  by  his  fide,  in  which  he  dipt  a  towel  and 
cleanfed  his  feet  with  the  utmoft  exadnefs. 

In  confipany,  he' neither  wrapped  himfelf  up  in  his 
own  importance^   without  deigning  to  communicate 

bis 
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his  knowledge,  or* exert  his  wit;  nor  did  he  engrofs 
the  converfation  by  perpetual  and  overbearing  loqua^ 
city.  His  general  rule  was,  never  tq  fp^ak  more  than 
a  n^inute  at  a  tixtie,  and  then  to  wait  at  leaft  as  long  for 
others  to  take  up  the  converfation  ;  after  .which  he  ha^ 
a  right  to. fpcak  again.  His  colloquial  ftyle,  like  that 
of  his  writings,  was  clear,  forcible,  and  concife.  He 
alfo  excelled  greatly  in  telling  a  ftory;  and  though  in 
the  latter  part  of  his  life  he  Was  apt  to  repeat  his  (lories 
too  often,  yet  his  wit,  as  well  as  his  virtue,  was  alwaya 
fuperior  to  the  wretched  expedients  of  thofe  delpicablc 
bablers,  who  are. perpetually  attempting  to  i^xMoS double 
entendre  and  profanenefs,  for  humour  and  wit.  His 
converfation  was  in  the  higheft  degree  chafte,  and 
wholly  free  froni  the  leaft  tindure  of  irreligion.  As  he 
was  zealous  to  preferve  all  the  delicacies  of  converfa- 
tion, he  was  always  beft  pleafed  when  fome  of  the  com- 
pany were  Ladies ;  and  in  his  letter  to  Lord  Oxford^ 
he  fays,  fmce  women  have  been  left  out  of  all  our 
meetings,  except  parties  of  play,  or  where  worfe  de- 
figiv  are  carried  on,  our  converfation  has  very  much 
degenerated.  And  in  this  inftance,  his  example  is  a 
reproof  to  thofe.  pedants,  who  fuppofe  that  women  arc 
never  in  their  proper  fphere,  but  in  the  drcfling-room 
or  nurfcry. 

The  cuftom  of  Dublin  in  his  time  was,  that  the  La- 
dies  ihould  withdraw  immediately  after  the  firft  glaf$ 
had  gone  round  i  but  he  never  permitted  this  either 
when  he  had  parties  at  home,  or  was  invited  to  any 
abroad;  always  infifting  upon  their  ftaying  till  the 
Gentlemen  had  nearly  done  with  their  wine  \  and  then 
after  a  decent  allowance  of  time,  they  joined  coftipanies 
again  at  tea  and  coffee,  as  is  the  cuuom  of  France, 
and  pafled  the  remainder  of  the  evening  together.  But 
the  Gentlemen  at  that  time  were  too  fond  of  the  bottle, 

and 
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and  of  thtit  own  difcoviHe  over  it,  to  fufi>*r  th^t  ctiftoKfi 
to  beeome  g^heral. 

If  the  conVcrfation  tui-ncd  upon  ferious  fubjc£ts,  hi! 
was  neither  petulant  in  the  debate>  nOf  negligent  of 
thelflue.  He  would  Uften  with  great  attention  to  thfc 
arguments  of  other8>  and  whether  he  wa$  or  was  not 
^>)gsg<^d  ^  ^  difputant  himfelfj  he  would  recapitulate 
what  had  be^h  fai^/  ftitfc  the  queftioh  with  great  clear^ 
nefs  and  precifion>  point  out  the  controverted  particu* 
hf>  and  appeal  to  the  opinion  either  of  fome  neutral 
perfdn,  or  of  the  majority* 

Lord  Orrery  had  laid  of  him^  that  he  was  open  t6 
adulation^  and  could  hot,  or  #ould  not>  diftinguifix  be- 
tween low  flattery  and  juft  applaufc.  From  which 
charge  he  has  been  defended  by  Doflor  Delany,  in  the 
following  manner : 

My  Lord,  the  charge  of  Swift's  delighting  In  loW 
^dulation^  has  lain  fo  heavy  upon  my  mind,  that  I  h^ve 
revolved  it  with  utmoft  attention  for  many-  hours,^^ct 
can  find  no  juft  foundation  for  it.  His  heart  was  f6 
thoroughly  averf6  from  flattery,  that  he  took  all  Occa* 
fions^  not  only  to  exprefs  his  utter  contempt  and  detefl- 
ation  of  it,  but  alfo  to  di^uade  others  from  it.  How 
it  might  have  been  with  him  in  the  decltne  of  his  un- 
derftanding,  when  be  made  hafty  approaches  to  a  fe- 
cond  childhood,  I  cannot  fay ;  he  might  then  po*ftibly, 
be  fed  by  thofc  about  him,  as  children  often  are,  with 
plun>bs  and  fweetmeats,  inftcad  of  falutary  food. 

In  confirmation  of  the  above  account  given  by  Doc- 
tor Dclariy,  I  remember,  when  his  Lordlhip^s  book 
firfl  came  out,  to  have  read  thi^  paflTage  to  Mrs.  Sican^ 
an  intimate  friend  of  the  Dcan^s ;  upon  which  Ae  ci- 
prefTed  hcrfelf  thus :  **  I  never  yet  knew  any  mortal 
who  durft  flatter  him  except  his  Lordfhip  himfelf.'^ 
Indeed  the  only  way  of  paying  court  to  him,  was  rtot 
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■fey  words,  but  a  very  Ttfpcfltful  behaviour  towards  him, 

which  he  cxpcdcd  fo  much,  that  moft  of  his  acquaint- 

-ance>  except  his  intimate  friends,  ftood  in  feme  degree 

of  .awe  before  htm.    On  the  contrary,  he  was  more 

open  to  admonition  than  flattery,    if  it  were  ofiered 

.without  arrogance,  and  by  perfons  of  whofe  ability  and 

candour  he  had  no  doubt.     In  his  Poem  of  Bauds  and 

.  iPhilemofiy  which  does  not  confifl:  iquite  of  two  hundred 

v,cT{t%i  Swift  himfelf  related,  that  Mr,  Addifon  made 

him  blot  out  fourfcore,  add  fourfcore,  and  alter  four* 

fcore* 

I  remember  a  remarkable  in ftance  of  this  kind,  told 
me  by  one  of  his  Chapter,  which  defcrves  to  be  re- 
'  corded  as  a  ufeful  lefTon  to  fuch  opinionated  authors, 
as  cannot  bear  to  be  told  of  arty  faults  in  their  Writings. 
That  Gentleman  happened  to  viQt  him  at  a  time  when 
the  Dean  was  about. to  fend  a  newly  written  Pamphlet 
to  the  preis;  which  he  put  into  his  friend's  hands,  de- 
firing  that  he  would  point  out  freely   any   faults  he 
might  find  in  it..    The  Gentleman  ftuck  at  two  pafla- 
ges,  and  propofed  an  amendment  of  them;    which 
Swift  inftantly  complied  with.     When  the  work  came 
out,  the  Gentleman,  upon  a  fecond  reading,  found  he 
had  been  wrong  in  his  objedtions,  and  that  the  paflfages 
:  had  been  altered  for  the  worfe.     Upon  his  next  vifit  to 
the  Dean,  he  exprefled  fome  concern  at  this,  and  no 
fmall  degree  of  furprife,    upon   recollecting   that  the 
other  had  fo  readily  acquiefced  in  the  change,  without 
making  the  flighted  objeftion,    though  he  muft  have 
.  been  confcious   it  was  wrong,     "  Sir,    faid  Swift,   I 
**  confidered  that  the  paffages  were  of  no  great  confe- 
quence,  and  I  m^e  the  alterations  you  defired  with- 
out hefitation,  left,  had  I  ftood  up  in  their  defence,  you 
might  have  imputed  it  to  the  vanity  of  an  author  un- 
w^ling  to  hear  of  his  errors;  and  by  this  ready  com- 
pliance. 
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pliancC)  I  hoped  you  i;rould>  at  all  times  hereafcer^  be 
the  more  free  in  your  rcmarks/VlpThough  he  had  no^ 
fkill  in  muHC)  nor  ear  for  its  beauties>  yet  he  had  fufii- 
.  dent  for  a  mod  ridiculous  and  droll  imitation  of  its  of 
which  Dodtor  Delany  gives  the  following  inftance  in  a 
jcene  at  which  he  was  prefent  one  evening,  together 
with  fome  others  of  the  Dcan*s.  friends* 

Tom  Rofeingrave  was  juft  returned   ft;om  Italy; 
^imd  Doftor  Pratt,   then  Provoft  of  the  College,  who 
.  was  not  long  come  back  froni  the  fame  place,  and  was 
far  gone  in  the  Italian  tafte  of  mufick,  had  been  that 
morning  at  Su  Patrick's,, to  hear  him  play  a  voluntary, 
and  was  in  high  rapture  in  praife  of  it.     Upon  whidi 
fome  of  the  company  wilhed  they  had  been  prefent  to 
have  heard  it.     "  Do  you,"    faid  Swift  ?    "  Then  you 
jhall  hear.it  ftill;"   and  immediately  he  fung  out  fcr 
lively,  and  yet  fo  ridiculous  an  imitation  of  it,  that  all 
the  company  were  kept  in  continual  laughter  till  it  was 
over  J  except  one  old  Gentleman,  who  fate  with  great 
compofurc,.  and  though  he  liftcned,  yet  it  feemcd  ta 
make  little  or  no  impreflion  on  him  $  and  being  aiked 
how  he  could  hear  fuch  a  fine  piece  of  mulic  without 
being  at  all  affcdted  by  it,  made  anfwer,  ^^  that  he  had 
heard  Mr.  Rofeingrave  himfelf  play  it  before."    Aa 
anfwer  whichj  it  may  well  be  imagined,  did  not  lefleiv 
.  the  mirth. 

Swift  had  a  peculiar  knack  of  conveying  fine  pratle 
under  cover  of  very  rough  words.  When  Lord  Car- 
teret was  Lord  Lieutenant  of  ^Ireland,  Swift  happened 
to  have  a  littlp  dilpute  with  him  about  the  grievances 
that  kingdom  fufFered  from  England,  and  the  folly,, 
nqnfenfe^  and  injuftice  of  their  goirernmcnt  in  that  ipc- 
.  fpeft ;  for  he  fpared  no  hard  words  on  that  fubjedb,  Thc 
Lord  Lieutenant  replied  with  a  mattery  and  ftrcngth  or 
reafoning^  for  whict  be  was  fo  remarkable,,  and  which: 

Swife 
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Swift  nttt  wcH  liking  at  that  ticne>  cried  out  in  a  vio- 
lent pa£Bon-*-"  What  the  vengeance  broiight  you  among 
tis  ?  Get  you  back-^Get  you  batk^-^Pray  God  Ahnighty 
fend  us  our  boobies  agaixi." 

Being  one  day  at  a  SherifTs  feaft,  who>  among  other 
toafls>  called  out  to  him,  Mr.  Dean,  The  Trade  of 
Ireland.    He  anfwered  quick  *,— Sir,  /  drink  no  memd*  /I 
ties* 

He  grektly  admired  the  talents  of  the  late  Duke  of 
Wharton^  as  the  Duke  did  his ;  who  one  day  dining 
with  the  Dean,  and  recounting  fcveral  wild  frolics  hft 
had  run  through  ;  "  My  Lord,"  faid  Swift,  "  Itt  mc 
recommend  one  more  to  you— -Take  a  frolic  to  be  good 
—rely  upon  it,  you  will  find  it  the  pleafantefi  frolic  you 
ever  was  engaged  in  f^* 

Happening  to  be  in  company  with  a  petulant  young     ^ 
man,  who  prided  himfelf  in  faying  pert  things  to  the 
Dean,  and  at  laft  getting  up  with  fome  conceited  gefti- 
culations,  faid,  with  a  confident  air— *^  You  muft  know, 
Mr.  Dean,  I  fet  up  for  a  Wit."     "  Do  you  fo,"    fays    /# 
the  Dean,  "  then  take  my  advice,  and  fit  down  again/* 

Being  one  day  at  a  Vifitation^dinner,  a  Clergyman, 
who  valued  himfelf  more  upon  his  wit  than  he  ought; 
and  often  miftwk  a  rough  kind  of  abufe  for  keen  rail- 
lery ;  took  it  into  his  head  to  exercife  his  talents  upon 
the  Dean,  and  that  very  licentioufly.  Swift  face  with 
all  the  compofure  of  a  deaf  man,  not  feeming  to  hear 

*  To  take  the  force  of  this  anfwer,  it  is  neceffary  to  obfervc,  that 
it  was  made  (bon  after  Biiho|>  Brown's  book  had  come  out  againfl 
Drinking  the  Memories  of  the  Dead)  which  at  that  time  made  fome 
Uoife. 

f  Dodor  Delany  has  wonderfully  marred  tl^is  tale  in  the  telliitg,  ias 
he  has  entirely  miffed  the  pointy  concluding  it  thus — Take  my  word 
for  it,  that  one  will  do  you  more  honour j  than  all  the  other  frolicks  of 
ypur  life.  To  annex  the  idea  of  honcUr  to  frolicks,  is  nonfenfe ;  they 
can  only  be  confidered  as  pleafant. 

D  d  *  word 
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a  word  that  he  had  faed^  nor  making  any  kind  of  zxi^ 
fwer.  At  length  the  Bifliop  interpofedy  and  diccktni 
the  pettilance  of  the  Snarl ;  which  was  the  name  he 
went  by.  The  Dean  immediately  got  up^  and  begged 
that  no  reftraint  may  be  laid  on  the  Gentleman — "  Mo^ 
mus^  my  Lord,  was  always  admitted  ta  the  feafts  of  the 
Gods^  and  privileged  to  fay  whatever  he  pleafed  there.** 
From  that  time,  inflead  of  Snarly  the  Gentleman  was 
called  by  no  other  name  but  that  of  Momus« 

Sitting  one  evening  with  Mr.  Addifon,  the  convert 
fation  happened  to  turn  upon  the  moft  diftingui(hed 
charaftcrs  in  the  Hiftory  of  the  Old  Tcftament;  in 
whichj  Swift  preferred  and  fupported  that  of  Jofeph ; 
ind  Addifon  tha.t  of  Jonathan  i  and  after  they  had  ur- 
ged their  reafons  on  both  fides,  with  much  zeal  for  a 
confiderable  time;  Mr.  Addifon  fmiled,  and  faid,  he 
was  glad  no  riiird  perfon  was  witnefs  to  their  dtfpute  i 
juft  recolle<!%ing  that  he  was  afferting  the  hero  of  Swift*a 
name,  Jonathan  s  and  Swift  the  hero  of  his,  Jofeph  i 
which  might  have  been  interpreted  by  a  fbander-by,  aa 
an  intended  compliment  of  each  to  the  ^ther. 

A  young  Clergyman^  the  fon  of  a  Bifliop  in  Ireland^ 
Having  married  without  the  knowledge  of  his  frreods^ 
it  gave  umbrage  to .  his  family,  and  his  father  refufed 
to  (ee  him.  The  Dean  being  in  company  with  him 
ibme  time  after,  faid  he  would  tell  him  a  ftory.  "  Whea 
I  was  a  fchool-boy  at  Kilkenny,  and  in  the  lower  form^ 
I  longed  very  much  to  have  a  horfe  of  my  own  to  ride 
on*  One  day  I  faw  a  poor  man  leading  a  very  mangy 
lean  horfe  out  of  the  town  to  kill  him  for  the  (kin.  I 
afked  the  man  if  he  would  fell  him,  which  he  readily 
confentcd  to  upon  my  offering  him  fomewhat  more  than 
the  price  of  the  hide,  which  was  all  the  moqey  I  had 
\n  the  world.  I  immediately  got  on  him,  to  the  great 
envy  of  fome  of  my  fchool-fellows>  and  to  the  ridicuje 
-  of 
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t)r others^  and  rode  Him  about  the  town/  The  horfe 
Iboh  tired  and  laid  dawn^  As  I  had  no  (table  to  put 
him  into,  nor  any  mcyncf  to  pay  for  hii  fuftenance)  I 
began  to  6nd  out  what  a  fooliib  bafgain  I  hadmack^ 
and  cried  heartily  fdr  the  k>fs  of  my  calh  j  but  the  hoifc 
dying  foon  after  upon  the  fpot>  gave  me  f6me  reliefl^' 
To  this  the  young  Clergyman  anfwered~<*  Sil'i  yoor 
ftory  is  very  good,  and  applicable  to  my  caifei  I  own  I 
defcrve  fuch  rebukes,"^— and  'Ch^ti  biif»ft  infx)'a  flood  ^t 
tears.  The  Dean  made  no  reply,^  but  went  the  next 
day  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  and  prevailed  on  him  to 
give  the  young  Gentleman  a  fmall  living  then  vacant^ 
for  his  immediate,  fupport;  and  not  loiig  after  brought 
abbut  a  reconciliation  between  his  father  and  hi tti*  ' 
The  following  anecdote  is  given  by  Dn  Gold(mith, 
in  his  Life  of  ParnclK  The  Scriblerus  Qub*  i^eh 
the  Members  were  in  town;  were  feldoal  afunder,  «and 
they  often  made  excurfions  together  into  the  cQuntrf^ 
and  generally  on  foot.  Swift  was  vfu-aliy  the  butt  6£ 
the  company,  and  if  a  trick  was  played,  he  was  always 
^hc  fuffcrer.     The  whole  party  onde  ^fet  out  to  walk 

down  to^the  houfe  of  Lord  B about  twelve  nrwles 

from  town.  As  every  one  agreed  to  make  the  belt  df 
his  way,  Swift,  who  was  remarkable  jfor  walking,  fooh 
left  all  the  reft  behind  ;  fully  refolved,  upon  his  arrival^ 
to  choofe  the  very  beft  bed  for  himfelf,  as  was  his  cus- 
tom. In  the  mean  time,  Parnell  was  determined  to 
prevent  his  intentions  5  and  taking  horfe,  arrived  at 
Lord  B  *s  by  another  way,  long- before  him.  Hal- 
ving apprifed  his  Lordfhip  of  Swift's  defign,  it  was  re- 
folved at  any  rate  to  keep  him  out  of  the  houfej  but 
how  to  do  this,  was  the  queftion*  Swift  never  had  th^ 
fmall-pox,  and  was  much  afraid  .of  catching  it;  .^ 
foon,  therefore,  as  he  appeared  ftriding  along  at  fon» 
diftance  from  the  houfe,  one  of  his  Lordlhip's  fcrvanta 

D  d  ?  was 
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was  difpatch/:d,  to  inform  him  that  the  fmall-pox  was 
rthcn  making  greW  ravage  in  the  family  5  knit  that  there 
was  a  fummer-houfe  at  the  end  of  the  garden,  with  a 
field-bed  at  his  fervice.  There  the  difappointcd  Dean 
was  obliged  to'  retire,  and  cake  a  cold  fuppcr  that  was 
'fent  him,  while  the  reft  were  ftafting  within.  How- 
ever at  laft  they  took  compaffion  on  him;  and  upon 
his  promifing  never  to  cho^fe.  thp  bcft  bed  again,  they 
permitted  him  to  make  one  of  the  company. 

During  his  laft  dcplorabk  ftate,  the  following  cir- 
Gumftances  are  all  that  arc  recorded.  In  the  bcgin- 
,ning  of  the  year  1741,  his  underftanding  was  fo  much 
.impaired,  and  his  paffions  fp  greatly  increafed,  that  he 
was  utterly  incapable  of  converfation.  Strangers  were 
^ilot  permitted  to  approach  him,  and  his  friends  found 
it  necefTary  to  have  guardians  appointed  of  hi$  perfoa 
and  eftatc.  Early  in  the  year  174a,  his  reafon  was 
wholly  fubveried,  and  his  rage  became  abfolute  mad- 
nefs.  The  laft  perfon  whom  he  knew,  was  Mrs. 
Whiteway  j  and  the  fight  of  hcr>  when  he  knew  her  no 
longer,  threw  him  into  fits*  pf  rage  fo  violent  and 
dreadful,  that  Ihc  was  forced  to  leave  him  5  and  the 
only  aft  of  kindnefs  that  remained  in  her  power,  was 
to  call  once  or  twice  a  week  at  the  Deanery,  inquire 
after  his  health,  and  fee  that  proper  care  was  taken  of 
him.  Sometimes  Ihe  would  ftcal  a  look  at  him  when 
his  back  was  towards  her,  but  did  not  dare  to  venture 
into  his  fight.  He  would  neither  eat  nor  drink  while 
thefervaht  who  brought  him  his  provifions  ftayed  in 
the  room.  His  meat,  which  was  ferved  up  ready  cut, 
he  would  fometimcs  fufFcr  to  ftand  an  hour  upon  the 
table  before  he  would  touch  it;  and  at  laft  he  would 
cat  it  walking;  for  during  this  miferable  ftate  of  his 
-.mind,  it  was  his  conftant  cuftom  to  walk  ten  hours  a 

•day; 

In 
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In  Oftaber  1742,  after  this  phrenzy  had  continued 
fcveral  months,  his  left  eye  fwelled  to  the  fize  of  an 
egg,  anid  t4ie  lid  appeared  to  be  fo  much  inflamed  and 
difcoloured,  that  the  furgeon  cxpcfted  it  would  mor- 
tify; feveral  large  boils  alfo  broke  out  on  his  arms  and 
his  body.  The  extreme  pain  of  this  tumour  kept  him  - 
.>vaking  near  a  month,  and  during  one  week  it  was  with 
difficulty  that  five  pcrfons  kept  him,  by  mere  force, 
from  tearing  out  his  eyes.  Juft  before  the  tumour  per- 
fcdtly  fubfided,  and  the  pain  left  him,  he  knew  Mrs., 
Whiteway,  took  her  by  the  hand,  and  fpoke  to  her  with 
his  former  kindnefs :  that  day,  and  the  following,  he 
knew  his  phyfician  and  furgeon,  and  all  hb  family,  and 
appeared  to  have  fo  far  recovered  his  underftanding  and 
temper,  that  the  furgeon  was  not  without  hopes  be 
might  once  more  enjoy  fociety,  and  be  amufed  with 
the  company  x>f  his  old  friends.  This  hope,  how- 
ever, was  but  of  fhort  duration  ;  for,  a  few  days  after- 
wards, he  funk  into  a  ftate  of  total  infenfibility,  flepc 
much,  and  could  not,  without  great  difficulty,  be  pre- 
vailed on  to  walk  acrofs  the  room.  This  was  the  tffcd; 
of  another  bodily  difeafe,  his  brain  being  loaded  with 
water.  Mr.  Stevens,  an  ingenious  Clergyman  of  his 
Chapter,  pronounced  this  to  be  the  cafe  during  his  ill- 
nefs,  and  upon  opening  his  head  it  appeared  that  he 
was  not  miflaken  :  but  though  he  often  intreatcd  the 
Dean's  friends  and  phyficians  that  his  IkuII  might  be 
trepanned  and  the  water  difcharged,  no  regard  was  paid 
to  his  opinipn  or  advice. 

After  the  Dean  had  continued  filent  a  whol^  year  in 
this  helplefs  flateof  idiocy,  his  houfekecper  went  into 
his  room  on  the  30th  of  November  in  the  morning, 
telling  him  that  it  was  his  birth-day,  and  that  bonfires 
and  illuminations  were  preparing  to  celebrate  ii  a^ 
ufual ;  to  this  he  immediately  replied—"  It  is  all  folly, 
they  had  better  let  it  alone.'"' 

D  d  3  Some 
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Some  other  inftances  of  fhort  intefvals  of  fedfibiKty 
and  reafon>  after  his  m^dnefs  had  ended  in  ftupor,  feem 
to  prove  that  his  diforder^  whatever  it  was^  hsid  not  de^ 
ftroyed,  but  only  fufpended  the  powers  of  his  mind* 

He  was  fometimes  viQted  by  Mr.  Deane  Swift,  a  re-f 
latioHy  and  about  Chridmas,  i743i  he  feemed  defirous 
to  fpeak  to  him.  Mr.  Swift  then  told  bim  he  came  to 
ijine  with  him ;  and  Mrs.  Ridgeway  the  houfckeeper 
immediately  faid,  ^^  Won-t  you  give  Mr  Swift  a  glais 
of  winej  Sir  V^  To  this  he  made  no  anfwer,  but  Ihewed 
he  understood  thequeftiopj  by  Ihrugging  up  his  (boulders 
9s  he  had  been  ufed  to  do  when  he  had  a  mind  a  friend 
ihould  fpend  the  evening  with  him^  and  which  was  aa^ 
itiuch  as  fo  fay,  ^'  You  will  ruin  rne  in  wine/'  Soon' 
after  he  again  endeavoured,  with  a  good  deal  of  pain, 
to  find  words  i  but  at  laft,  after  many  efforts,  not  be-» 
ing  able,  he  fetched  a  deep  (igh,  and  was  afterwards 
lilcnt,  A  fpw  mpnths  after  this,  upop  his  houfckeeper's 
removing  a  knife,  as' he  was  going  to  catch  at  it,  he 
drugged  up  his  fhoulders,  and  faid,  "  I  am  what  I  am  i'* 
and,  in  about  fix  minutes,  repeated  the  fame  word^ 
twp  or  three  times. 

In  thp  year  J744,  he  now  and  then  called  his  fervant 
by  his  name,  and  once  attempting  to  fpeak  to  him,  but 
not  being  able  to  cxprefs  his  meaning,  he  ihewed  figns 
of  much  uneafinefs,  and  at  laft  faid,  "  I  am  a  fool.'* 
Once  afterwards,  as  hi§  fervant  was  taking  away  hia 
watch,  he  faid,  ^'  bring  it  here  j"  and  when  the  fame 
fervant  was  breaking  a  hard  large  coal,  he  faid,  ^^  that 
|S  a  ftone,  you  blockhead/* 

From  this  time  he  was  perfcftly  filen?  till  the  latter 
encj  q{  06kober,  1745,  and  then  died  without  the  leaft 
pan^  Of  cpnvulfipn^  io  the  fcyentyreighth  yf  ar  of  hi$ 
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Some  Particxtlars  concerning  Dr.  Swift.    Taken 
from  Mrs.  Pilkington's  Memoirs. 

• 

:T\/rRs.  Pilkinoton's  acquaintance  with  Dr.  Swift 
^^^  conlmenccd  from  fending  him  fomc  Vcrfes  on 
his  Birch-day.  Thcfc  the  Dean  received  very  kindly, 
aifld  faid,  he  would  fee  her  whenever  (he  pleafed. 

A  few  ^ays  after,  (he  was  introduced  to  the  Dean  in 
X)r.  Delany's  garden  at  Delville,  by  a  gentlewonnan. 
He  f^luted  her,,  and  aiked  the  Lady,  if  Ihe  was  her 
daughter?  The  Lady  fmiled,  and  faid,  ihe  was  Mrs. 
Pilkington.  **  What,"  fays  he,  "  this  poor  little  child 
married!  married!  Gold  help  her,  (he  is  very  early 
engaged  in  trouble."  The  Dean  engaging  Mr.  Pil- 
kington to  preach  for  him  at  the  Cathedral  r^ext  Sun- 
day in  St.  Patrick's  Church,  Mrs.  Pilkington  was 
charmed  to  fee  with  what  a  becoming  piety  the  Dean 
performed  that  Holy  Service,  which  he  had  fo  much 
at  heart,  that  he  wanted  not  the  afllftance  of  the  Li- 
turgy, but  went  quite  through  it,  without  ever  looking 
in  the  book.  He  bowed  at  the  table  i  which  behaviour  fi 
was  cenfuredy  as  favouring  of  Popery.  But  this  cir- 
cumftance  may  vindicate  him  from  the  wicked  afper- 
fion  of  being  deemed  an  unbeliever,  fince  it  is  plain 
he  had  the  utmoft  reyerencc  for  the  Eucharift.  Service 
being  ended^  the  Dean  was  furrounded  at  the  Church- 
door,  by  a  crowd  of  poor  5  to  all  of  whom  he  gave 
charity,  except  an  old  ^onwn,  who  held  out  a  very 
dirty  hand  to  him.  He  told  her  very  gravely,  that 
though  fhe  was  a  beggar,  water  was  not  fo  fcarce  but 
fhe  might  have  waflied  her  hands.  When  they  came 
to  the  Deanery,  the  Dean  very  kindly  faluted  Mrs. 
Pilkington,  and  without  allowing  her  time  to  fit  down, 
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bad  her  come  and  fee  his  library ;  but  merrily  told  Mr^ 
Filkington>  who  was  for  following  them»  that  he  did 
not  dcfire  his  companyt  ^*  Well,"  faid  he  to  her,  *<  J 
have  brought  you  here  to  (hew  you  all  the  money  I  got 
when  I  was  in  the  Miniftry ;  but  don't  fteal  any  of  it/' 
"  I  will  not  indeed.  Sir,"  faid  fhe.  So  opening  a  ca^ 
binet,  he  (hewed  her  a  parcel  of  empty  drawers; 
*^  Blcfs  me,"  fays  he,  *^  the  money  is  flown."  He 
then  opened  his  bureau,  wherein  he  had  a  great  num- 
ber of  curious  trinkets  of  various  kinds,  fome  of  which 
were  prcfented  to  him  by  the  Earl  and  Countefs  of  Ox- 
ford, Lady  Mafliam,  and  Lady  Betty  Germaine.  At 
laft  coming  to  a  drawer  filled  with  medals,  he  bade  her 
choofe  two  for  hcrfclf;  but  he  could  not  help  fmiling, 
when  fhe  began  to  poize  them  in  her  hands,  chooBng 
them  by  weight  rather  than  antiquity. 

At  dinner  the  Dean's  behaviour  was  very  humourous. 
He  placed  himftlf  at  the  head  of  his  table,  oppofire 
%o  a  great  pier  glafs,  fo  that  he'cguld  fee  in  the  glafs 
whatever  the  fcryants  did  behind  him.  He  was  fervcd 
f  ntirely  in  plate,  with  great  ejegapce,  but  the  beef  be- 
ing over-roafted,  put  the  company  all  in  confufion. 
The  Dean  called  for  the  cook-maid,  and  ordered  her 
to  take  the  beef  down  flairs,  and  do  it  l^fs.  She  an-- 
fwered  very  innocently,  that  Ihe  could  not.  *'  Why^ 
what  fort  of  a  creature  are  you,"  fays  he,  ^*  to  commit 
a  fault  which  cannot  be  amended  ?"  And  turning  tQ 
Mrs.  Pilkington,  he  faid  very  gravely,  "  That  he  ho- 
ped, as  the  cook  was  a  woman  of  genius,  he  (houlda 
by  this  manner  of  arguing,  be  able,  in  about  a  year's 
time,  to  convince  her  fhe  had  better  fend  up  the  meat 
too  littlp  than  too  much  done;"  charging  the  men- 
fcrvants,  whenever  they  imagined  the  meat  was  ready^ 
they  fhould  take  it,  fpit  and  all,  and  bring  it  up  by 
force,  promifmg  to  aid  them  in  cafe  the  (;qo^  refifled* 
,  '  ^  Having 
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Having  afkcd  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pilkington  if  they  could 
fmokc?  and  being  anfwercd,  that  they  did  noti  **  It 
is  a  fign,"  faid  he,  "  you  were  neither  of  you  bred  in 
the  Univerfity  of  Oxford ;  for  drinking  and  fmoking 
are  the  firft  rudiments  of  learning  taught  there;  and 
in  thofe  two  arts  no  Univerfity  in  Europe  can  outdo 
them."  Having  aflced  Mrs.  Pilkington  if  ihe  had  any 
faults  ?  "  Pray,  Mr.  Dean/'  faid  Dr.  Delany,  "  why 
will  you  be  fo  unpolite  as  to  fuppofc  Mrs.  Pilkington 
has  any  faults  ?*'  **  PU  tell  you/'  replied  the  Dean  1 
^«  whenever  I  fee  a  number  of  agreeable  qualities  in  // 
any  pcrfon,  I  zrxx  always  fure  they  have  bad  ones  fuffi- 
cient  to  poize  the  fcale."  Mrs.  Pilkington  bowed,  and 
told  him,  he  did  her  great  honour  j  in  that  copying 
Bifhop  Berkeley,  whom  (he  had  frequently  heard  de- 
clare, that  when  any  fpeech  was  made  to  him,  which 
might  be  conftrued  cither  into  a  compliment  or  an  af- 
front, or  that  had  two  handles,  he  always  took  hold  of 
the  beft. 

The  Dean  then  alkcd  Mrs.  Pilkington,  if  (he  were  a 
Queen,  what  (he  would  choofe  to  have  after  dinner? 
She  anfwcred,  **  your  converfation.  Sir."  <^  Pooh,** 
<*  faid  he,  **  I  mean,  what  regale."  '*  A  di(h  of  cof- 
fee. Sir,"  anfwercd  (he.  "  Why  then,"  faid  he,  '*  I 
will  fo  far  make  you  as  happy  as  a  Queen ;  you  (hall 
have  fome  in  perfedion :  for,  when  I  was  Chaplain  t6 
the  Earl  of  Berkeley,  who  was  in  the  government  here, 
I  was  fo  poor,  I  was  obliged  to  keep  a  coffee  houfc, 
and  all  the  Nobility  reforted  to  it  to  talk  treafon."  The 
Dean  then  fct  about  making  the  coffee:  but  the  fire 
'fcorching  his  hand,  he  called  to  Mrs.  Pilkington  to 
feach  him  his  glove  i  and  changing  the  coffee-pot  to 
his  left  hand,  held  out  his  right  one,  ordering  her  to 
put  the  glove  on  it;  which  accordingly  (he  did;  when 
Joking  up  part  of  bis  gown  to  fan  hioifelf  with,  and 
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a6ting  ia  charafter  of  a  prudiA  Lady,  he  faid,  ^'  WcU^ 
1  don't  know  what  to  think  i  women  may  be  honeft 
that  do  fuch  things ;  but,  for  my  part,  I  never  could 
bear  to  touch  any  man's  flcfh— except  my  hufband'si 
whom,  perhaps,'*  (faid  he),  "  0ie  wifticd  at  the  Devil/' 

*«  Mr.  Pilkington,"  faid  he,  "  you  would  not  tell 
me  your  wife's  faults  j  but  I  have  found  her  out  to  b^ 

a  d n'd  infolcnt,  proud,  unmannerly  flut."  "  What 

kath  (he  done  oow  ?"  faid  Mr.  Pilkington.  *'  Done," 
faid  the  Dean;  **  why  nothing  but  fat  there  quietly, 
«Bd  never  pnce  oflFered  to  interrupt  me  in  making  the 
co&e ;  whereas  a  Lady  of  modern  good  breeding  would 
have  ftruggled  with  me  for  the  cofFee-pot,  until  flic  had 
made  me  fcald  myfelf  and  her,  and  made  me  throw  t\\t 
coSee  in  the  fire,  or  perhaps  at  her  head,  rather  thaii 
permit  me  to  take  fo  much  trouble  for  hef." 

Mrs.  Pilkington  ftaid  at  home  widi  the  Dean  during 
the  time  of  the  afternoon's  ferviccj  and  he  m^de  her 
read  his  Hiftory  of  the  laft  Scffion  of  Parliament,  and 
the  Peace  of  Utrecht,  written  at  Windfor  in  1713,  aflc- 
ing  her  at  the  conclufion  of  every  period,  whether  flic 
underftood  it  ?  ^'  for  1  would,"  faid  he,  "  have  it  in- 
telligible  to  the  meaneft  capacity  -,  and,  if  you  conv- 
/'    prehend  it,  ic  is  poflible  every  body  may." 

She  accompanied  the  Dean  to  Evening  prayer ^  and 
on  their  return  to  the  Deanery,  he  told  Mr.  and  Mrs, 
Pilkington,  that  he  gave  them  leave  to  ftay  tofupper; 
which  from  him  was  a  fuificlent  invitation.  The  Dean 
then  decanted  a  bottle  of  wine  s  and  the  laft  glaf^  be- 
ing muddy,  he  called  to  Mr.  Pilkington  to  drink  it; 
.'*  for,"  faid  he,  **  1  always  keep  fome  poor  pacfon  to 
drink  the  foul  wine  for  mc/'  Mr.  Pilkington  entering 
into  his  humour,  thanked  him,  and  told  him,  he  did 
not  know  the  difference.,  but  was  glad  to  get  a  glafs  of 
vifte  at  any  rate,    "  Why  then,"  faid  the  Dean,  *'  you 
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ftaot;  for  ril  drink  it  myfelt  Why  p— x  take  you^ 
*  you  are  wifer  than  a  paltry  Curate  whom  I  alked  to 
dine  with  me  a  few  days  ago  j  for,  upon  my  making 
the  fame  fpecch  to  him,  he  told  me  he  did  not  under- 
ftand  fuch  ufage;  and  fo  walked  o£f  without  his  din-^ 
ncr.  By  the  f^mc  token,  I  told  the  gentleman  who  re* 
commended  him  to  me»  that  the  fellow  was  a  block- 
head, and  I  had  done  with  him/' 

The  Dean  then  mifling  bis  golden  bottle-fcrew,  told 
Mrs.  Pilkijdgton  very  fternly,  he  was  fure  (he  had  ftoleiiL 
it.  She  aiErmed  very  ferioufly,  fhe  had  not.  Upoa 
which  he  looked  for  it,  and  found  it  where  he  himfelf 
had  laid  it:  *' It  is  well  for  you,'*  faid  he,  **  that  I 
have  got  it,  or  I  would  have  charged  you  with  theft/* 
«  Why,  pray.  Sir/'  faid  fhe,  ''  Ihould  I  be  fufpcfted 
more  than  any  other  perfon  in  the  company  ?'*  **  For  a 
very  good  reafon,*'  faid  he,  ^^becaufe  you  are  tho 
pooreft/' 

At  their  going  away,  the  Dean  handed  Mrs.  Pil* 
kington  down  all  the  fteps  to  the  coach,  thanking  them 
for  the  honour  of  their  company,  at  the  fame  time 
flipping  into  her  hand  as  much  money  as  Mr.  Pilking^ 
ton  and  ihe  had  given  at  the  offering  in  the  mornings 
-and  coach^hire  alfo;  which  fhe  durfl  not  refufe,  left 
(he  fhould  have  been  deemed  as  great  a  blockhead  a^ 
the  parfon  who  rcfufed  thick  wine. 

In  one  of  the  Dean's  periodical  fits  of  deafnefs,  he 
(jpnt  for  Mrs.  Pilkington ;  who  having  come,  he  brought 
out  a  large  book,  finely  bound  in  Turkey  leather,  and 
handfomcly  gilt :  "  This,"  faid  he,  «  is  the  Tranfla- 
tion  of  the  Epiftles  of  Horace,  a  prefent  to  me  froni 
the  Author^  it  i^  a  fpecial  g^od  cover;  but  I  have  a 
niind  there  fhould  be  fomething  valuable  within  fide 
of  it/*  ^o,  taking  out  his  pen-knife,  he  cut  out  alt 
(he  leaves  clpfe  to  die  inner  margin,    *^  Now,"  faid 
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he,  "  I  will  give  thcfc  what  they  greatly  want  ;**  and 
put  them  all  into  the  fire.  "  Your  tafk,  Madam,  is 
to  paftc  in  thefc  letters,  in  this  cover,  in  the  order  I 
iball  give  them  to  you  :  I  intended  to  do  it  myfclf,  but 
that  I  thought  it  might  be  a  pretty  amufcm^t  for  a 
child  J  fo  I  lent  for  you,**  She  told  him,  Ihe  was  ex- 
tremely proud  to  be  honoured  with  his  commands ; 
but  requcfted  to  have  leave  to  read  the  letters  as  fbc 
went  on.  "  Why/*  faid  the  Dean,  "  provided  you 
will  acknowledge  yourfclf  amply  rewarded  for  your 
trouble,  I  do  not  much  care  if  I  indulge  you  fo  far," 

In  reading  the  letters,  (he  could  not  avoid  remark* 
ing  to  the  Dean,  that  notwithftanding  the  fricndlhip 
Mr.  Pope  profefled  for  Mr.  Gay,  he  could  not  forbear 
a  great  many  fatirical,  or,  if  Ihe  might  be  allowed  to 
fay  fo,  envious  remarks  on  the  fucccfs  of  the  Beggar's 
Opera  *.  The  Dean  very  frankly  owned,  he  did  not 
think  Mr.  Pope  was  fo  candid  to  the  merit  of  other 
Writers  as  he  ought  to  be.  She  then  ventured  to  aflc 
the  Dean,  whether  he  thought  the  lines  Mr.  Pope  ad- 
dreiTed  him  with  in  the  beginning  of  the  Dunciad, 
were  any  compliment  to  him  ?  viz. 

* 

O  thou  I  whatever  title  pleafe  thine  ear. 

••  I  believe,"  faid  he,  *^  they  were  meant  as  fuch, 
but  they  are  very  ftiff."  "  Indeed,  Sir,"  faid  fhe,  he 
is  fo  perfeftly  a  matter  of  harmonious  numbers,  that 
had  his  heart  been  the  leafl:  affcfted  with  his  fubjcdl,  he 
muft  have  writ  better.  How  cold,  how  forced,  are  his 
Jines  tp  you,  compared  with  your's  to  him ! 

HaiJ,  happy  Pope !  whofe  generous  mind,  &fr. 

*  An  this  account  •£  Pope,  and  his  letters  relative  to  Gay,  is  pure 
'invention  i  he  had  refufed  to  give  any  countenance  to  this  abandoned 
woman  in  the  fubfcripcion  for  her  Poems,  ai;ul  this  was  the  method  ihe 
took  of  avenging  herfelf^ 

Hew 
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Here  wcfcc  the  tpaftcrly.  Poet,  and  the  warm,  finccrc, 
generous  friend  j  while  he,;  according  to  the  charaftcr 
he  gives,  of  Mr.  Addifon,  damns  with  faint  praife.-^ 
"  Well,*'  replied  the  Dean,  'f  VW  Ihew  you  a  late  letter 
of  hia*'*  He  did  fo  j  and  Mrs.  Pilkington  was  fur- 
prifed  to  find  it  filled  wkh  low  and  un-geatleman-likc 
rcflefkions,  both  on  Mr.  Gay,  and  the  two  noble  per- 
ibns  who  honoured  him  with  their  patronage  after  his 
difappointment  at  Court.  "  Well,  Madam,"  faid  the 
Dean,  "  what  do  you  think  of  that  letter  ?'*  (feeing  Ihc 
had  gone  quite  through  it.)  "  Indeed,  iSir,**  replied 
Ihe,  "  I  am  forry  I  have  read  it  5  for  it  gives  mc  reafoa 
to  think  there  is  no  fuch  thing  as  a  fincerc  friend  to  be 
met  with  in  the  world."—"  Why,"  replied  he,  "  Au- 
thors are  as  jealous  of  their  prerogative  as  Kings ;  and 
can  no  more  bear  a  rival  in  the  empire  of  wit,  than  a 
Monarch  could  in  his  dominions."  Mrs.  Pilkington 
then  obferving  a  Latin  fcntence  writ  in  Italics,  deQred 
the  Dean  to  explain  it.  "  No,"  replied  he,  fmiling, 
*'  ril  leave  that  for  vour  hulband  to  do.  FU  fend  for 
him  to  dine  with  us^  and  in  the  mean  time  we'll  go  and 
take  a  walk  in  Naboth's  Vineyard." — **  Where  may 
that  be.  Sir  ?"  faid  (he.  "  Why,  a  garden,"  faid  the 
Dean,  "I  cheated  one  of  my  neighbours  out  of/* 
When  they  entered  the  garden,  or  rather  the  field, 
which  was  fquare,  and  enclofed  with  a  flone  wall,  the 
Dean  aflccd  her,  how  fhe  liked  it  ?  "  Why,  pray.  Sir, 
faid  (he,  *'  where  is  the  garden  ?"  **  Look  behind  you, 
faid  he.  She  did  fo;  and  obferved  the  South  wall  was 
lined  with  brick,  and  a  great  number  of  fruit-trees 
planted  againft  it,  which  being  then  in  blofibm,  look- 
ed very  beautiful.  "  What  arc  you  fo  intent  on  ?" 
faid  the  Dean.  *' The  opening  bloom,"  replied  Ihej 
jvhich  brought  Waller's  lines  to  her  remembrance, 

Hope  waits  upon  the  flowVy  Prime. 

«  Oh !" 
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^  Oh  !**  replied  he,  **  yK)u  vt  in  a  poetical  vein ;  f 
thought  you  had  been  taking  notice  of  my  wall.  It  is 
the  beft  in  Ireland.  When  the  mafons  were  building 
it,  (as  mcrft  tradefmen  arc  rogues),  I  watched  them 
very  clofe,  and  as  often  as  they  could,  they  put  in  a 
rotten  ftone  j  of  which  however  I  took  no  notice,  uni- 
tU  they  had  built  three  or  four  perches  beyond  if. 
Now,  as  I  am  an  abfolute  Monarch  in  the  Liberties, 
and  King  of  the  Rabble,  my  way  with  them  was,  to 
have  the  wall  thrown  down  to  the  place  where  I  obfirn- 
ved  the  rotten  ftone;  and,  by  doing  fo  five  or  fix  times> 
the  workmen  were  at  hft  convinced  it  was  their  intereft 
to  be  honeft  :*' — **  or  elfe.  Sir,'*  faid  Mrs.  Pilkington, 
•*  your  wall  would  have'  been  as  tedious  a  piece  a£ 
work  as  Penelope's  web,  if  all  that  was  done  in  the  day- 
was  to  be  undone  at  night.''  ^*  Well,'*  anfwcred  the 
JDean,  •*  I  find  you  have  poetry  for  every  occafion ;  but 
as  you  cannot  keep  pace  with  me  in  walking,  I  wc»uld 
have  you  fit  down  on  that  little  bank,  ViU  you  are 
/cfted,  or  I  tired,  to  put  us  more  upon  a  par.'* 

She  feated  hcrfelf,  and  away  the  Dean  walked,  ot 
father  trotted  as  hard  aS  ever  he  could  drive.  She 
could  not  help  fmifing  at  his  odd  gait;  for  flie  thougte 
to  herfelf,  he  had  writ«n  fo  much  in  praife  of  horfes, 
that  he  was  refolved  to  imitate  them  as  nearly  as  he 
could.  As  fhe  was  indulging  this  fancy,  the  Dean  re- 
turned to  her,  and  gave  her  a  ftrong  confirmation  df 
his  partiality  to  thofc  animals.  **  I  have  been  confider- 
ing.  Madam,  as  I  walked,"  faid  he,  •*  what  a  fool  Mr. 
Piikington  was  to  marry  you  ;  for  he  could  have  af-* 
forded  to  keep  a  horfc  for  lefs  money  than  you  coft 
him ;  and  that  you  muft  confcfs,  would  have  given 
him  better  exercife  and  more  plealure  than  a  wife—* 
Why,  you  laugh,  and  don't  anfwer  me — is  it  not 
truth  ?"*~"  I  muft  anfwer  you^  Sir*'  replied  ihe,  "with 
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•noriier  qiicftion :  Pray  how  can  a  batchclor  judgt  ot 
this  maitier  ?  "  I  findj'*  faid  he,  ^  you  are  vain  enough 
to  give  yourfelf  tht  preferenct.'*  ^^  I  do,  Sir/'  re- 
plied flie,  **  to  that  fpcciei  here;  to  a  JHouynhnm  f 
would,  as  becomes  nrie,  give  prefefencc.  But,  Sir,  it 
is  going  to  rain/'-—"  I  hope  not,**  faid  he,  "  for  that 
will  coft  me  fix- pence  for  a  coach  for  ybU|**  (the  garden 
being  at  fome  diftance  from  the  houfe.)  **  Come, 
haftc  5  O  how  the  tcfter  trembles  in  my  pocket  I "  She 
obeyed ;  and  they  got  home  juft  time  enough  to  cfcape 
a  heavy  ftiowen  '•  Thank  God,*'  faid  the  Dean,  « I 
have  faved  my  money.  Here,  you  feHow,  (to  the  fer- 
vant)  carry  this  Sx-^nce  to  the  lame  old  man  that  Fells 
gingerbread  at  the  corner,  becaufe  he  tries  to  do  fome* 
thing,  and  does  not  beg." 

Mrs.  Pilkington  was  (hewed  into  a  little  ftreet-par- 
lour,  in  which  was  Mrs.  Brentj  his  houfr*keeper. 
«^  Here,"  fays  he,  "  Mrs.  Brent,  take  care  of  this 
child,  while  I  take  my  walk  out  within  doprs."  The 
Dean  then  ran  up  the  great  ftairs,  down  one  pair  of 
back^ftairs,  up  Another,  in  fo  violent  a  manner,  that 
Mrs.  Pilkington  coulct  not  help  eicprefling  her  uneafi- 
nefs  CO  Mrs.  Brent,  left  he  ihould  fajl  and  be  hurted. 
Mrs.  Brent  faid,  it  was  a  cuftomary  exercrfe'with  him, 
when  the  weather  did  not  permit  Wm  to  walk  abroad. 

Mrs.  Brent  then  told  Mrs.  Pilkington  of  the  Dean's 
charity;  of  his  giving  about  half  of  his  yearly  income 
-in  private  pcnfions  to  decayed  families;  and  keeping 
five  hundred  pounds  in  the  conftant  fervice  of  induf4- 
trious  poor,  which  he  lent  out  five  pounds  at  a  time, 
and  took  the  payment  back  at  two  fliillings  a-weekj 
which,  Ihc  obferved,  did  them  more  ifervicenhan  if  he 
gave  it  to  them  entirely,  as  it  obliged  them  to  work, 
and  at  the  fame  time  kept  up  this  charitable  fund  for 
(h$  afliftant^  of  many,    **  You  cannot  imagine,"  faid 

flic. 
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flic,  what  numbers  of  poor  tradcfmcn,  who  have  even 
wanted  proper  tools  to  carry  on  their  work,  have,  by 
this  fmall  loan,  been  put  into  a  profpcrous  way,  and 
brought  up  their  families  in  credit*  The  Dean,"  added 
flie,  "  hath  found  out  a  new  method  of  being  chari^ 
table,  in  which,  however,  I  believe,  he  will  have  but 
few  followers,  which  is,  to  debar  Jiimfelf  of  what  he 
calls  fuperfluities  of  life,  in  order  to  adminifter  to  the 
neceflities  of  the  diflxeffed.  You  juft  now  faw  an  in-* 
ftance  of  it  5  the  money  a  coach  would  have  coft  him^ 
he  gave  to  a  poor  man  unable  to  walk.  When  he  dines 
alone,  he  drinks  a  pint  of  beer,  and  gives  away  the 
price  of  a  pint  of  wine.  And  thus  he  a£ls  in  number^ 
Uk  inftances/* 

The  Dean  came  to  dine  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Filkingr 
ton  at  the  Lilliputian  Palace,  as  he  called  it ;  and  who 
could  have  thought  it  ?  He  juft  looked  into  the  parlour, 
and  ran  up  into  the  garret,  then  into  Mrs.  Pilkington's 
bed-chamber  and  library,  and  from  thence  down  to 
the  kitchens  and  the  houfe  being  very  clean,  he  cpm- 
plimented  her  upon  it,  and  told  her,  that  was  his  cuf- 
torn  5  and  that  it  was  from  the  clcanlinefs  of  the  garret 
and  kitchen,  he  judged  of  the  good  houfewifery  of 
the  miftrefs  of  the  houfe ;  for  no  doubt  but  a  flut  may 
have  the  room  clean  where  the  guefts  are  to  be  enter* 
tained. 

He,  was  fomctimcs  very  free,  even  to  his  fuperiors; 
of  which  the  following  ftory,  related  to  Mrs.  Pilking* 
ton  by  himfelf,  may  ferve  as  one  inftance  amongft  a 
thoufand  others. 

The  laft  time  he  was  in  London,  he  went  to  dine 
with  the  Earl  of  Burlington,  who  was  then  but  newly 
married.  The  Earl  being  willing,  *tis  fuppofed,  to 
have  fome  diverfion,  did  not  introduce  him  to  his  Lady> 
nor  mention  his  name.    After  dinner,  faid  the  Dean, 

•*Lady 
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^*  Lady  Burlington,  I  hear  you  can  fing  5  fing  me  a 
fong."  The  Lady  looked  on  this  unceremonious  man- 
.  ner  of  aflcing  a  favour  with  diftafte,  and  pofuivcly  re- 
fufed  him.  He  faid,  fhc  (hould  fing,  or  he  vould 
make  her.  *'  Why,  Madam,  I  fuppofe  you  take  me 
for  one  of  your  poor  Englifli  hedge  parfons  5  fing  when 
I  bid  you.*'  As  the  Earl  did  nothing  but  laugh  at  this 
freedom,  the  Lady  was  fo  vexed,  that  flie  burft  into 
tears,  and  retired. 

His  firft  compliment  to  her  when  he  faw  her  again, 
wa«,  "  Pray,  Madam,  are  you  as  proud  and  as  ill-na- 
tured now,  as  when  I  faw  you  laft  ?"  To  which  (he  an- 
swered with  great  good  humour,  "No,  Mr.  Dean  i  Til 
fing  for  you,  if  you  pleafe.**  From  which  time  he  con- 
ceived great  eftecm  for  her.  But  who  that  knew  him 
would  take  offence  at  his  bluntnefs  ? 

He  was  a  perpetual  friend  to  merit  and  Jearning; 
and  utterly  incapable  of  envy  ;  for  in  true  genuine  wit, 
he  could  fear  no  rival. 

It  has  been  often  obfcrved,  that  where  great  talents 
arc  beftowed,  there  the  ftrongeft  paflions  arc  likewife 
given.  This  great  man  fometimes  let  them  have  do- 
minion over  him,  and  that  on  trifling  occafions,  efpe- 
cially  at  meal-times :  however,  when  the  cloth  was  ta*- 
kcn  away^  he  made  his  guefts  rich  amends  for  any  pain 
he  had  given  them.     For  then. 

Was  truly  mingled  in  the  friendly  bowl. 
The  feaft  of  reafon,  and  the  flow  of  foul. 

Pope. 

Yet  he  preferved  fl:ri6t  temperance  :  for  he  never  drank 
above  half  a  pint  of  wine,  in  every  glafs  of  which  he 
mixed  water  and  fugar :  yet,  if  he  liked  his  com- 
pany, would  fit  many  hours  over  it,  unlocking  all  the 
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fprings  of  policy,  learning,  true  humour,  and  inimi- 
table wit. 

The  following  ftory  the  Dean  told  to  Mrs.  Pilking- 

lon. 

A  Clergyman  *,  who  was  a  moft  learned  fine  gentle- 
man, but,  under  the  foftcft  and  politeft  appearance^ 
concealed  the  moft  turbulent  ambicion,  having  made 
his  merit  as  a  preacher  too  eminent  to  be  overlooked, 
had  it  early  rewarded  with  a  mitre.  Dr.  Swift  went  to 
congratulate  him  on  it ;  but  told  him,  he  hoped,  as  his 
Lordlhip  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  had  now  a  feat 
in  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  he  would  employ  his  powerful 
elocution  in  the  fervice  of  his  diftreflcd  country.  The 
Prelate  told  him,  the  Biflioprick  was  but  a  very  fmall 
one,  and  he  could  not  hope  for  a  better,  if  he  did  not 
oblige  the  Court.  "  Very  well,"  fays  Swift,  "  then  it 
is  to  be  bbped,  when  you  have  a  better,  you  will  be- 
come an  honeft  man."  "  Aye,  that  I  will,  Mr.  Dean,** 
fays  he.  "  'Till  then,  my  Lord,  farewell,"  anfwerc(J 
Swift.  This  Prelate  was  twice  tranflated  to  richer 
Sees ;  and,  on  every  tranflation.  Dr.  Swifc  waited  on 
him  to  remind  him  of  his  promife;  but  to  no  pur- 
pofe;  there  was  now  an  Archbiflioprick  in  view,  anrf 
till  that  was  obtained,  nothing  could  be  done.  Ha- 
ving in  a  fliort  time  likcwife  got  this^  he  then  waited 
on  the  Dean,  and  told  him,  "  I  am  now  at  the  top  of 
my  preferment ;  for  I  well  know  that  no  IriQiman  will 
ever  be  made  Primate ;  therefore  as  I  can  rife  no  higher 
in  fortune  or  ftation,  I  will  zealoufly  promote  the  good 
of  my  country."  And  from  that  time  became  a  moft 
zealous  Patriot.  ^  ' 

•  Dr.  Theophilus  Bolton,  promoted  to  the  Biflioprick  of  Cloofert, 
tranflated  from  thAice  to  Eiphin,  and  afterwards  to  the  Archbiihoprick 
of  Cafliell. 

CON- 
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CONCLUSION. 

FROM  the  foregoing  Memoirs  may  be  drawn  the 
true  charafter  of  Swift ;  not  on  the  (lender  ground  of 
opinion,  but  the  folid  foundation  of  fads. 

He  was,  from  his  earlieft  days,  as  he  dcfcrib^s  him*^ 
fclf  in  one  of  his  poems/ 

AddiSted  to  no  fort  of  vice. 

Wine,  women,  and  gaming,  the  three  great  feducers 
of  youth,  had  never  the  leaft  influence  over  him*  He 
has  been  often  heard  to  fay,  that  he  never  was  drtirik  in 
his  life :  there  have  been  ftrong  rcafons  alTigned  for  fup* 
pofing  that  he  never  had  any  criminal  commefjce  with 
the  fair  fex:  and  though  for  a  Ihort  time,  during  his 
refidence  in  London,  he  fell  in  with  the  fafhion  of  play*" 
ing  for  trifles,  yet  he  wholly  left  it  off  when  he  ap- 
peared in  Ireland  in  the  charailer  of  the  Dean  of  St. 
Patrick's. 

Virtus  eft  vitium  fugere—^ 

Is  an  old  adage ;  and  the  bofom  that  is  free  from  Vice, 
is  finely  prepared  for  the  reception  of  Virtue.  The  foil 
in  which  no  weeds  fprout  up,  will  reward  the  cultivator 
with  plenteous  crops  of  ufcful  grain.  Accordingly  we 
find,  from  his  firfl:  appearance  in  the  world,  he  was  pof; 
fefled  of- three  of  the  Cardinal  Virtues,  Juftice,  Tem- 
perance, and  Fortitude,  in  an  eminent  degree.  His 
prudence,  indeed,  with  regard  to  worldly  vipws,  might 
often  be  called  in  queftion  \  and  fomerimes  he  might  be 
hurried  away  from  liilening  to  her  fober  di6tates^  by  the 

E  c  a  *  im- 
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impeiuofity  of  a  warm  imagination,  or  allured  by  the 
fportivenefs  of  fancy :  yet  on  all  important  oecafions, 
he  (hewed  chat  he  had  no  common  (hare  of  that  virtue, 
fo  neceffary  to  the  right  direftion  of  all  the  others.  In 
the  praftice  of  thefe  higher  virtues,  did  he  conftaotly 
live,  even  with  a  (loical  feverity  j  and  noneof  the  great 

.  charafters  of  antiquity,  were,  on  that  account,  more 
entitled  to  ourefteem  and  admiration. 

But  to  conciliate  the  good-will  and  love  of  mankind, 
qualities  of  a  gentler  fort  are  neceffary,  the  virtues  of 
humanity;  fuch  as  fi iendfhip,  liberality,  charity,  good- 
nature, CffiT.  all  which  he  was  known  to  poffefs  in  a  high 
degree  by  his  intimate  friends,  though  an  oppofite  cha- 
rafter  of  him  prevailed  in  the  world.  I  have  already 
accounted  for  this  in  the  Preface,  from  a  peculiar  cafl: 
of  his  mind,  which  made  him  not  only  conceal  thefe 
qualities  from  the  public  eye,  but  often  difguife  thcna 
under  the  appearance  of  their  contraries.  I  Ihall  now 
fhew  hdw-  this  peculiarity  firft  grew  upon  himi  Wc 
have  already  feen  during  what  a  length  of  years  his 

-proud  fpirit  groaned  under  a  ftate  of  dependance  on 
his  relations  for  a  fcanty  and  precarious  fupport.  Up- 
on enquiring  into  the  hiftory  of  his  progenitors,  he 
found  that  his  grandfather  had  been,  reduced  from  a 
ftate  of  affluence,  to  extreme  poverty,  by  the  moft 
cruel  perfecution  of  the  Fanatics  in  the  timeof  Crom- 
wel!.  To  this  he  imputed  all  his  own  fufFerings,  as 
well  as  thofe  of  his  family  >  which  fixed  fuch  a  rooted 
hatred  in  him  to  them  and  their  principles,  as  he  took 
every  opportunity  of  manifefting  by  his  writings,  when- 
ever occafion  offered,  during  the  whole  courfe  of  his 
life.     This  it  was  which  gave  him  fuch  adeteftation  of 

.bypocrify,  a  vice  generally  laid  to  their  charge,  as  to 

.  make  him  run  into  the  oppofite  extreme.  In  which  re- 
fpefl  he  was  certainly  highly  blameable,  as  he  washim- 

•  felf 
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felf  a  teacher  of  that  rdiglon,  which  enjoins  its  pro- . 
feflbrs  to  Lei  their  light  Jo  Jhine  before  men^  that  they  • 
might  fee  their  good  worksy  &c.  Efpecially  as  he  flood 
in  fo  confpicuous  a  point  of  view,  from  the  fuperiority 
of  his  talents,  that  his  example  might  have  been  of  the 
greateft  benefit,  towards  fapporting  the  caufe  of  reli- 
gion and  virtue;  as,  on  the  other  hand,  iafidelity  and 
vice  gloried  not  a  little,  on  the  fuppofed  enliftmcnt  of 
fo  great  a  name  under  their  banner.  It  was  this 
ftrangdy  affumcd  charafter,  this  new  fpecies  of  hyfo^. 
4:rijy  reverjed,  as  Lord  Bolingbroke  juftly  termed  it, 
ivhich  prevented  his  appearing  in  that  amiable  light, 
to  which  he  was  entitled  from  the  benevolence  of  his 
heart,  except  to  a  chofen  few.  In  his  friendfhips  he 
was  warm,  zealous,  conftant :  and  perhaps  no  man 
ever  contrafted  fuch  a  number  with  fo  judicious  and 
happy  a  fele6tion.  We  find  him  every  where  extolled 
for  his  pre-eminence  in  this  firft  and  rareft  of  virtues, 
by  his  numerous  correfpondents ;  among  whom  were 
many  the  moft  diftinguifiied  of  that  age  for  talents  and 
•worth.  Mr.  Pope,  in  his  Preface  to  Homer,  acknow- 
ledges in  the  ftrongeft  terms  his  obligation  to  him  for 
his  uncommon  zeal  in  promoting  the  fubfcription  tot 
that  work:  and  well  he  might,  as  there  is  good  reafon 
to  believe  that  the  fum  procured  by  his  folicitation  was 
not  lefs  than  a  thoufand  pounds.  We  have  ken  with 
what  ardour  he  engaged  in  a  firhilar  office  for  his  friend 
Priori  for  though  he  had  at  that  time  little  intereft  in 
Ireland,  yet,  by  the  utmoft  exertion  of  that  little,  he 
remitted  to  hin)  between  two  and  three  hundred  pounds, 
coUedcd  by  him  for  fubfcriptions  to  his  Works ;  as  ap*' 
pears  by  receipts  in  my  poffeffion.  Many  inttances  of 
a  fimilar  kind  have  been  cafually  brought  to  light,  in 
ipitc  of  his  endeavours  to  conceal  them.  His  con- 
^ancy  in  friendi}iip  was  fuch,  that  he  was  never  known 

J£c3  ,  tQ 
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t9  break  any  connexion  of  that  fort^  till  his  faculties 
were  impaired  in  the  decline  of  life,  except  in  the  cafe 
of  Steele;  wherein  he  was  perfedly  juftified  from  the 
ingratitude  and  jnfolence  of  his  behaviour  towards  him. 
Indeed  hi3  notions  of  friendlhip  were  fo  cKaJtcd,  that: 
he  wifbed  it  might  not  be  confined  to  the  prefent  lifea 
for  he  fays  in  one  of  his  letters   to  Pope,-^'*  I  have 
often  wilhed   that  God  Almighty  would  be  fo  cafy  to 
jhe  weaknefs  of  mankind,  as  to  let  old  friends  ibe  ac* 
quainted  in  another  (lace;    and  if  I  were  to  write  «i 
Utopia  for  Heaven,  that  would  be  one  of  my  icbemejB.'* 
To  his  good-t-nature  and  tendernefs  of  heart,  many 
teftimonies  have  been  given  by  thofe  who  ibeft  knew 
him,  in  the  feveral  quotations  already  made   from  the 
letters  of  Addifon,  Pope,  Arbuthnot,  Gay,  and  .maay 
others.     Addifon  in  particular  fays,  that  he  kanoured 
him  more  for  that  one  good  quality,  than  all  his -mane 
fhlning  talents.     Captain  Charlton,  in  his  letter  to  him^ 
fays,  "  I  am  fenfible  how  intj-uding  it  may  appear  io 
me  to  trouble  ypu  with  what  1  think.;  but  you  have  an 
vnlucky  quality,  which  expqfes  you  to  the  forwardneii 
of  thofe  that  love  you ;.  I   mean  good^natu^re.    jFrom 
which,  ff^ougb  I  did  7iot  always  JuJpeS  you  guilty  of  it ^  J 
now  promife  myfcjf  an  eafy  pardon."     j  .hav^  here 
quoted  |.his  paffagc,  the  rather,   becaufe  the  latter  .part 
0f  it  is  a  confirmation  of  what  I  have  ad,vanced  with 
fegard^o  the  pains  he  took  to  hide  thofe  good  qualities 
hepoflcffed,  which  were  difcoverable  only  Qn.a;Qlofer 
intimacy.     But  as  the  quality  of  good  nawrejs  that 
part  of  hi^  cfiaradlcr  Ipaft  likely  to  gaiii  credit,  ,f)n  ac- 
count of  the  general  prevalence  of  the  .contrary  jopi-. 
ivion,  I  Ihall  here  enumerate  fome  of  the  morcftrfekiof 
iriftanccs  of  his  great  fenfibility  and  t^nder^efs  gf.  heart* 
which  have  been  difpcrfed  Jn  .different  part?  :Qf  »ih}« 
J^ftfH-    9^  |h«  x\^  moft  uMc|uivocalr|irj9afc iiftye/bcc» 
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given  in  his  letters  to  Stella,  giving:  an  account  pf  the 
ftabjbing  of  Mr,  Harley  by  Guifcard:  in  his  behaviour 
to  the  Duchcfs  of  Hamilton^,  on  the  fatal  event  of  her 
JLord*s  death  :  in  his  affefting  account  of  the  illnefs  and 
death  of  poor  Harrifon  :  in  his  weeping  at  the  funerai 
of  his  fervent  Magee:  in  his  burfling  into  tears  upon 
feeing  .the  furniture  taken  down  in  Dr.  Sheridan's  par- 
lour previous  to  his  removal  into  the  country :  in  all 
his  letters  to  the  Doftor  when  Stella's  life  was  defpaired 
of:  and  in  all  the  tender  expreffions  of  the  warmeft  af- 
fe£tion  difperfed  throughout  his  Journal  to  Stella^ 
which  arc  manifcftly  the  efFufions  of  a  moft  feeling 
heart.  Many  more  inftanccs,  were  it  neceflary,  might 
be  adduced  to  the  fame  efFeft,  but  I  fhall  add  only 
one,  from  an  authority  which  cannot  be  doubted  j  I 
mean  Mifs  Vanhomrigh's.  Who,  in  the  midft  of  that 
bitternefs  of  foul  occafioned  by  his  great  ncgleA  of 
her,  begins  one  of  her  letters  in  the  following  man- 
ner. "  Believe  me  it  is  with  the  utmoft  regret  that  i 
now  complain  to  you,  kecaufe  I  know  pur  good  nature 
Juchy  that  you  cannot  fee  any  human  creature  miJerakU^ 
^without  being  Jenfibly  touched. 

Nor  was  it  in  thcfe  articles  only  that  the  world  were 
fo  miftaken  in  Ws  charafter  ;  from  the  fame  caufe  pro- 
ceeded many  other  charges  againft  him,  all  equally  ill 
founded.  He  has  been  reprclVntcd  as  a  man  of  great 
ambition,  pride,  avarice,  and  mifanthropy.  Now  let 
us  fee  what  foundation  there  was  for  any  of  thefc  charges. 
And  firft  as  to  ambition. 

This  is  generally  confidercd  as  fo  powerful  apaffion, 
that  it  impels  thofc  who  are  under  its  dominion,  to  feck 
its  gratification  by  all  means,  juft  or  unjuft.  From 
this  fpecics  of  ambition,  never  mortal  was  more  it^<: 
than  Swift.  How  littk  he  was  inclined  to  make  ufe 
even  of  tbc  common  allowable  modes  of  i^ifing  in  the 
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world,  or  to  gain  preferment  by  any  folicltation  on  his 
part,  may  be  fcen   by  the  following  extradls  from  his 
letters  to  the  Arch bi (hop  of  Dublin,  written  at  a  time 
when  he  was  in  the  higheil  favour  with  the  people  then 
in  power.     *^  I  humbly  thank  your  Grace  for  the  good 
opinion  you  are  pleafed  to  have  of  me,  and  for  your  ad- 
vice, which  fcemcth  to  be  wholly  grounded  on  it.     As 
to  the  firft  which  relateth  to  my  fortune,   I  (hall  never 
be  able  to  make  myfelf  believed  how  indifferent  I  am 
about  it.     I  fometimcs  have   the  plcafure  of  making 
that  of  ethers,  and  1  fear  it  is  too  great  a  pleafure  to 
//    be  a  virtue,  at  lead  in  me  .  .  .  .  .     It  is  my  maxim  to 
leave  great  Minifters  to  do  as  they  pleafe ;  and  if  I  can* 
not  diftinguifh  myfelf  enough,  by  being  ufeful  in  fuch 
a  way,  as  becomcth   a  man  of  confcience  and  honour, 
I  can  do  no  more;  for  I  never  will  folicit  for  myfelf, 
though  I  often  do  for  others.'*     And  in   another  place 
he  fays,  "  1  kopw  nothing  of  promifes  of  any  thing  in- 
tended for  myfelf,  but,  I  thank  God,  I  am  not  very 
warm  in  my  expeftations,  and  know  Courts  too  well, 
to  be  furprifed   at  difappointments;    which,  however, 
I  fhould  have  no  great  reafon  to  fear,    if  I  gave  my 
•thoughts  any  trouble  that  way;  which,  without afFefta- 
tion,  I  do  not,  although  I  cannot  expct5t  to  be  believed 
when  I  fay  fo  ?'* 

Governed  as  he  was  by  fuch  maxims  as  thefe,  is 
there  any  one  at  all  acquainted  with  the  world,  who 
could  fuppofe  that  he  {hould  rife  to  any  high  rank  in 
it?  Nay  did  he  himfclf  ever  fcem  to  expeft  it?  Per^ 
haps  there  was  no  man  of  his  time  who  had  fo  many, 
and  fuch  fair  opportunities  of  advancing  himfelf  to  the 
higheft  dignities  of  the  Church,  could  he  in  the  leaft 
relax  from  his  principles.  Upon  his  return  to  Sir  Wil- 
liam Temple,  after  having  J:^figned  his  living  in  Ire- 
l^pd|  in  prdcr  fo  attend  hh  fumoions^    he  had  the 
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ftrongeft  claim  upon  him  for  immediate  preferment; 
^nd  there  can  be  no  doubt,  had  he  prefled  it,  that  the 
promife  made  to  Sir  William  by  the  King,  would  have 
been  performed,     Biit  he  had  too  much  generofity  of 
foul,  to  urge  this  at  a  time,  when  the  ill  ftate  of  his 
friend's  health,   required  the  conftant   attendance  of 
fuch  a  companion  to  alleviate  his  fufFerings :  and  when 
his  death  had  releafed  him  from  the  benevolent  tafk, 
we  have  feen  how  coldly  he  purfued  the  claim  he  had 
on  King  Wjlliam,  and  how  foon  he  quitted  the  purfuir, 
as  his  high  fpirit  could  not  brook  the  attendance  nccef- 
Tary  to  fucceed  at  Court.     When  he  went  over  to  Ire- 
land with  Lord  Berkeley,  though  he  had  then  no  for- 
tune, nor  profpedl:  of  provifion  from  any  other  quarter, 
yet,  upon   his  breach  of  promife,  he  bi'oke  from  him 
with  marks  of  the  higheft  refentment.     He  was  after- 
wards in   high  favour  with  the   leading  mea  in  the 
Whiggilh  Miniftry,  who  made  overtures  to  him  of  the 
moft  advantageous  kind,    if  he  would  aflift  them  in 
their  defigns  j  but  when  he  found  their  plan  was  to  un- 
dermine the  Church,    which   he  juftly  confidered  as 
one  main  pillar  of  the  State;  and  to  promote  the  pri- 
vate interefts  of  a  Junto,  at  the'expence  of  the  com- 
munity; he  not  only  quitted  them  entirely,  but  pub- 
lifhed  feveral  pieces  written  exprefsly  to  counteraft  their 
meafures  j  and  this  too,  long  before  he  was  even  per- 
fonally  known  to  any  leaders   of  the  other  party :    fo 
that  his  condu6t  could  have  proceeded  only  from  difin- 
terefted  motives. 

During  the  laft  years  of  Queen  Anne,  from  the  au- 
thentic account  given  of  the  part  he  fuftained  in  the 
political  drama  of  that  time,  fure  never  man  had  a 
more  clear  open  way  before  him  to  the  fummit  of  pre- 
ferment, H&  was  the  prop  and  pillar  of  that  Admini- 
stration J  the  fojc  confidential  nrian,  without  whofc  par- 
ticipation 
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ticipation  and  advice,  nothing  of  moment  was  under- 
taken^  and  the  chief  inftrument  in  carrying  their  deli- 
berations into  execution.  The  bofom  friend  of  Ox- 
ford, and  equally  beloved  by  his  rival  Bolingbroke. 
Had  he  been  a  man  of  intrigue,  what  fairer  opportu-* 
nities  could  he  have  wiflicd  for  ?  Nay,  had  he  only  been 
filent  with  regard  to  certain  points  j  had  he  fpllowcd 
the  lead  of  the  Miniftry  thcmfelves,  by  acquiefcing  in 
thofc  meafurcs  of  the  Queen,  whic^i  they  found  thejr 
could  not  prevail  on  her  to  change,  his  fuccefs  had  beea 
infallible.  But,  during  that  critical  time,  he  feenis  to 
have  left  all  idea  oi  Jelf  out  of  the  queltion.  He  took 
a  decided  part  in  purfuing  fuch  meafurcs  as  he  thought 
moft  conducive  to  the  public  interefts,  let  wJio  woul^ 
be  difobliged  at  it;  and  accordingly  incurred  the 
Queen's  difpleafure  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  to  render 
hopelefs  all  expeftations  pf  favours  from  hef.  H« 
forefaw  the  confequences  of  fuch  a  xondud,  zxA  f^ys, 
in  his  Journal  to  Stella,  he  knew  it  was  the  fure  way 
to  fend  him  back, to  his  willows,  adding,  with  grea^ 
indiiference, — *'  But  I  care  not." 

From  all  this  it  appears,  that  he  never  was  in  the 
fmalleft  degree  infefted  with  that  fpecies  of  ambition^ 
which  fecks  to  attain  its  eqd  "per  fe^  et  nefas:  on  the 
contrary,  it  has  been  {hewn  th^t  he  Hi^clined, taking  t;l;ii5 
fair  and  honeft  fteps,  confiftent  with  the  njceft  prin- 
ciples, which  lay  before  him  tp  pronaotion  j  nor  woul4 
'  he  even  facrifice  to  it  the  fmalleft  p^t  of  his  delicacy, 
fo  far  as  to  a(k  any  favour  for  himfelf,  from  thofc  ox\ 
V^hom  he  had  conferred  the  higbeft  obligations,  ^ut 
pn  no  Qccafioq  did  he  ihew  more  cies^rly^  how  little 
fway  ambition  had  over  his  mind,  when  it  inter/ered 
even  with  the  moft  .refined  delicacy. of  (enijicnept,  .than 
by  accepting  of  Lord  Oxford's  invitation  tjo  acQompaav 
Jym  in  his  retirement  .^fw  hi?  fall,  jind  refufang  tl^e 
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pr^lliog  Iblicitations  of  the  new  Minifter,  backed  by  the 
Queen's  favourite,  to  affift  them  in  carrying  their  new 
meafures  into  effcdj  though,  at  the  fame  time,  they 
were  <he  very  meafures  that  had  been  the  object  of  all  his 
vjcw§,  from  the  time  that  he  had  entered  into  the  politi- 
cal line. 

And  yet  he  had  ambition  to  a  high  degree,  but  it  was 
of  the  pureft  and  noblefk  kind.  He  was  ambitious  of 
forming  a  diftinguiflied  charafter  in  life,  by  exerting  to 
the  utmoA  thofe  talents  that  God  liad  bellowed  on  him, 
for  the  good  of  mankind,  and  by  a  pre-eminence  in  vir- 
tue. To  anfwer  this  ^nd,  confcious  of  his  ftrength,  he 
j^lied  folely  upon  hiqnfelf,  and  was  little  folicitous  ^bout 
external  aid.  In  one  of  his  letters  to  Pope,  he  fays, — 
'*  Becaufe  I  cannot  be  a  great  Lord,  I  would  acquire  what 
is  a  kind  oS  Jubfidium  \  I  would  endeavour  that  my  bet* 
fers  feould  fcek  me,  by  the  merit  of  fomething  diftinguifli^ 
gble,  inftcad  of  tny  feeking  them.'*  How  fucccfsful  he 
Wfts  in  attaining  liis  end,  has  been  already  fhewn.  Wt 
have  fectt  in  what  a  High  point  of  light  he  flood,  during 
the  latter  years  of  Queen  Anne  j  and  what  homage  was 
paid  hino  by  all  the  Great,  of  both  frxes,  when  he  was 
Dniy  a  p^«ty  Vicar  of  Laracor.  ^ut  this  was  nothing  ia 
(omparifon  of  the  honours  that  afterwards  awaited  hin^ 
^ben  a  wholekingdom  looked  up  to  him  as  their  firfl  and 
greatefl:  man  j  when  the  humble  title  of  Dean,  dignified 
^  ^bi3  wearing  it,  with  a  *  The  before  it,  conferi:cd  by 
the  general  voice,  made  all  other  titles  fink  degraded ; 
wihcn  at  a  meeting  of  all  the  Nqbles,  with  the  Viceroy 
pn  bis  thronp.  Earls,  Vifcounts,  Barons,  Archbilbops, 
6i(hop3»  ^nd  Judges^  ihrunk  into  pigmies^  like  the  af- 
4bnibly  defcribed  by  Milton  in  the  Pandemonium,  upon 

'  **  'He  was  never  mentioned  by  any  other  tide  but  that  of  7%(  Dean ) 
in'thoifiuM  QHttner  a$  'AriAotle  w««  called  7%r  Stagyrite,  and  Homey 
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the  entrance  of  The  Dean  ;  all  eyes  being  turned  on  him 
alone,  all  voices  employed  in  his  praife  :  and  when  that 
kingdom  itfelf,  by  nature  great,  but  rendered  little  by 
oppreflion,  was  fcarce  heard  of  in  Europe,  but  as  the 
place  of  his  nativity  and  refidence.  What  titles,  what 
dignities  conferred  on  him  by  the  Monarchs  of  the  earth, 
could  have  raifed  him  to  fuch  a  height,  as  that  true  no- 
bility of  foul,  beftowed  on  him  by  the  King  of  Kings  ? 

To  fuppofe  that  he  was  not  confcious  of  his  pre-emi- 
nence aver  others,  or  that  he  was  not  pleafed  with  the 
homage  paid  him  on  that  account,  would  be  to  fuppcrfe 
him  not  to  be  a  man.  But  whoever  impute  pride  to  him 
in  confequcnce  of  this,  charge  him  unjuftly.  I  mean 
when  the  word  is  taken  in  its  bad  fenfe ;  for  there  is  a 
virtuous  pride,  as  well  as  a  laudable  ambition:  and  his 
pride,  like  his  ambition,  was  of  the  nobleft  kind.  That 
jt  was  viewed  in  another  light  by  the  world,  was  owing 
to  the  wrong  judgment  formed  by  the  bulk  of  mankind, 
who  fcldom  penetrate  farther  than  the  furface,  and  are  go- 
verned by  appearances.  But  Swift  looked  deeply  into 
the  nature  of  things,  and  eftimated  their  value,  not  by 
the  ftandard  of  opinion  or  fafhion,  but  that  of  right  rea- 
fon.  The  maxim  he  laid  down,  and  always  maintained 
in  the  face  of  the  Great,  was,  "  That  a  man  of  genius 
and  talents,  was  a  character  fuperior  to  that  of  a  Lord ; 
and  the  man  of  virtue,  to  that  of  the  man  of  wealth.  Is 
there  any  one  who  will  difpute  the  truth  of  this  in.  theory, 
however  different  the  praftice  may  be,  from  the  corrup- 
tions of  mankind  ?  But  Swift  was  not  content  with  vainly 
fpeculpting  upon  this  point,  in  the  manner  of  other 
Writers ;  he  determined  that  his  conduit  fbould  be  con- 
formable to  his  principles.  As  he  wanted  not  the  afliftance 
of  the  Noble  or  the  Rich,  he  fought  not  their  acquaint- 
ance i  and  if  any  were  defirpus  of  his,  the  firft  overtures 
muft  come  from  them,  apd  {heir  advances  be  in  prppor- 
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tion  tx3  their  rank;  expeding,  as  he  hrmfclf  exprefles  if, 
more  from  a  Duke  or  a  Duchefs,  than  from  thofe  of  an 
inferior  clafs./  To  this,  numbers  of  the  firfl:  order  of  No- 
bility conformed,  acknowledging  the  juftice  of  his  claim  9 
and  fo  high  was  the  reputation  of  Swift,  and  his  charac- 
ter fo  diftinguiflied  from  the  reft  of  the  world,  that  fome 
of  the  moft  k>fty  bn^s  among  them,  facrificed  their  pride 
to  the  vanity  of  being  numbered  among  his  acquaintance. 
But  it  was  only  to  the  vain  glorious,  who  were  proud  of 
the  accidental  fuperiority  which  their  birth  gave  them,  that 
he  affumed  this  behaviour.  To  his  equals,  among  which 
number  he  reckoned  all  men  of  genius  and  virtue,  he  put 
on  no  airs  of  fuperiority,  but  lived  with  them  on  the  moft 
friendly  and  familiar  footing.  His  inferiors,  he  always 
treated  with  complacency  and  good-humour,  unlefs  they 
happened  to  (hew  themfelves  to  be  either  knaves  or  fools, 
and  to  them  he  was  not  fparing  of  his  correAion.  la 
mixed  focietics,  according  to  his  own  principle,  he  exped- 
cd  the  fame  refped  to  be  Ihewn  him,  as  is  ufually  paid  to 
perfons  of  the  higheft  rank :  nor  was  he  often  difappoint- 
ed  in  this,  as  there  was  fomething  fo  commanding  in  his 
al^cft,  expreffive  of  the  native  fuperiority  of  his  mind, 
that  it  ftruck  the  beholders  with  awe,  and  produced  that 
reverence  from  the  heart,  which  is  only  fliewn  by  exter- 
nal ceremonies  to  artificial  greatnels.  But  among  his  in- 
timates, this  deportment  was.entirely  thrown  afide ;  .where 
he  indulged  the  utmoft  familiarity,  giving  free  fcope  to 
the  vagaries  of  fancy,  often  to  a  childifli  playfulnefs  of 
mirth.  In  fhort  his  pride,  if  by  that  name  it  muft  be 
called,  was  of  the  fame  kind  as  that  of  Admiral  Villars, 
defcribed  by  Sully,  as  arif.ng  from  that  inborn  noble  eleva- 
tion of  mind,  which,  in  great  fouls,  is  only  a  'perception 
of  thdr  own  worth,  without  the  leaji  mixture  of  mean  va- 
nity, or  the  intoxication  of  f elf -love. 

The  charge  of  avarice  againft  him,  is,  if  poflible,  lefs 
founded  than  any  of  the  others  j  for  never  man  was  more 

free 
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free  from  that  vice,  till  it  came  upon  him  with  the  other 
infirmities  of  old  age,  as  appears  by  the  wliolc  tenor  of 
his  conduft.     Many  inftances  of  his  liberality,  and  un- 
bounded charity,  have  been  already  produced  y  I  ihall  now 
mention  fome  others,  which  will  (hew  how  Httk  place  the 
love  of  money  had    in   his  heart.     He  allowed  Mrs* 
Dingley  a  penfion  of  fifty- two  pounds  per  annumy  which 
with  her  own  annuity  of  twenty-eight,  made  up  a  yearly 
income  of  eighty  pounds ;  a  very  handfome  fupport  for  a 
fingle  woman  in  thofe  days.     But  tbis  he  infilled  fliould 
be  kept  an  entire  fecret  between  themfelves,  always  pre- 
tending that  he  only  a6bed  as  her  agent  for  money  which 
fhe  had  in  the  funds.     And  the  better  to  deceive  thoffe 
about  him,  when  (he  has  fent  for  any  part  of  this  allow- 
ance, he  would  fome  times  pretend  to  be  in  a  pafllon,  anfl 
cry  out,  pox  take  this  woman,  Ihe  is  always  plaguing  mcf 
for  money  -,  tell  her  I  have  none  to  fend  her ;  I  have  had 
no  remittances  from  London  this  half  year.     And  theh 
cooling  by  degrees,  he  would  fend  her  the  money  by  way 
of  advance,  and  take  her  receipt  accordingly.     By  this 
way  of  proceeding,  thofe  of  his  greateft  intimacy  were 
deceived  •,  nor  was  it  till  after  his  faculties  were  impaired, 
that  they  difcovered  by  accident  that  thefe  payments  came 
out  of  his  own  purfe.     Acting  as  he  did  with  fuch  delii 
cacy  in  conferring  favours,  it  is  to  be  fuppofed  that  many 
other  inftances  of  his  liberality  have  never  come  to  light. 

Of  all  the  trials  of  an  avaricious  difpofition,  nothing  is 
fo  liktly  to  make  it  fhew  itfclf  in  the  moft  glarino-  colours, 
as  fome  confiderable  unexpeded  lofs.  To  this  teft  was 
Swift  feverely  put  in  two  remarkable  occurrences  in  dif- 
ferent  periods  of  his  life.  The  firft  was  in  171a,  before 
he  was  made  Dean  of  St.  Patrick's.  He  had  depofited  near 
four  hundred  pounds  in  the  hands  of  his  friend  Stratford, 
which  was  all  the  money  he  then  pofleffed  in  the  world. 
Au  account  was  brougkt  hiff<  that  Stratford  was  bmke. 

What 
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Whit  efftft  this  had  on  him  he  thus  dcfcribes  in  his 
Jdurnal  to  Stella.  "  I  came  home  reflefting  a  little ;  no- 
thing concerned  me  but  M  D.  I  called  all  my  philofo- 
^hy  and  religion  up ;  and,  I  thank  God,  it  did  not  keep 
me  awake  beyond  my  ufual  time  above  a  quarter  of  an 
hour/* 

Of  the  other  he  gives  the  following  account,  in  a  letter 
to  Mr.  Worral,  dated  Quilca,  June  11,  1725. 

*•  Your  letter  has  informed  me  of  what  I  did  not  ex- 
peft,  that  I  am  juft  even  with  the  world ;  for,  if  my 
debts  were  paid,  I  think  1  Ihould  not  have  fifty  pounds 
befide  my  goods.  I  have  not  railed,  nor  fretted,  nor  loft 
my  (leep,  nor  ftomach,  I  thank  God.  My  greateft 
trouble  is,  that  fomc  friends,  whom  I  intended  to  make 
cafy  during  their  Kves,  and  the  Public,  to  which  I  be- 
queathed the  reverfion,  will  be  difappointed."  And  in 
another  to  Dr.  Sheridan,  of  the  fame  date,  he  favs, 
"  You  are  to  know  that  by  Mr.  Pratt's  rurn  I  lofe  only 
twelve  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  which  he  owes  me.  So 
that  I  am  now,  as  near  as  I  can  compute,  not  worth 
one  farthing  but  my  goods.  I  am  therefore  juft  to  begin 
the  world.  I  fliould  value  it  lefs,  if  fome  friends  and  the 
Public  were  not  to  fuffer ;  and  I  am  alhamed  to  fee  my- 
felf  fo  little  concerned  on  account  of  the  two  latter.  For, 
as  to  myfelf,  I  have  learned  to  confider  what  is  left,  and 
not  what  is  loft.—  But  enough  of  this," 

Such  a  perfeft  refignation  and  compofure  of  mind  on 
fuch  trying  occafions,  muft  furely  clear  him  from  all  im- 
putations of  avarice  ^  and  ic  is  evident  from  the  above 
paflages,  that  he  valued  money  no  farther  than  as  it  might 
enable  him  tO  be  ufeful  to  others.  For,  with  regard  to 
all  expences  relative  to  himfelf,  he  was  more  than  fru- 
gal ;  as  he  grudged  every  fuperfluity  in  his  domeftic  ceco* 
nomy,  in  order  that  he  ovight  have  it  more  in  his  power 
tf>  gratify  hh  charitable  and  liberal  propen&ies.    And 

here 
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here  we  have  ^^  ftrong  proof  given  how  far  he  had  in- 
dulged himfelf  in  that  way,  when  we  find  that  in  the 
year  1725,  twelve  years  after  his  being  in  poffeffion  of 
/;  his  Deanery,  he  had  favcd  only  fo  fmall  a  fum  as  1250L 
But  nothing  can  demon(^rate  more  clearly,  the  little  value 
he  at  all  times  fet  upon  money,  than  his  fcorning  to  re- 
ceive any  payment  for  his  Works,  even  when  his  circum- 
ftances  were  at  the  lowed.  In  thefe  two  great  articles  of 
preferment  and  fortune,  he  feems  to  have  adopted  the 
maxims,  and  followed  the  example  of  his  noble  difinte- 
refled  friend.  Sir  William  Temple  5  who  never  folicited 
any  employment,  nor  received  the  fmalleft  reward  for  all 
'  the  great  fervices  he  did  the  nation.  But  this  condud 
was  certainly  more  meritorious  in  Swift,  as  Sir  William 
inherited  ar).  eafy  iii^pendent  fortune,  and  Swift  was 
born  to  no  patrimony. 

The  laft  charge,  as  before  mentioned,  againft  Swift, 
and  which  has  gained  moft  general  credit,  is  that  of  per- 
fect mifanthropy ;  and  this  is  chiefly  founded  upon  his 
fuppofed  fatyr  on  human  nature,  in  the  pidurc  he  has 
drawn  of  the  Yahoos.  This  opinion  has  been  fo  univer- 
fally  adopted  by  almoft  all  who  have  read  Gulliver's  Tra- 
vels, that  to  controvert  it  would  be  fuppofed  to  aft  in 
oppofuion  to  the  common  fenfe  and  reafon  of  mankind. 
And  yet  I  will  undertake  to  overthrow  it,  by  appealing 
to  that  very  reafon  and  common  fenfe,  upon  which  they 
fuppofe  it  to  be  founded.     I  ihall  only  beg  of  my  reader 

that  he  would  lay  afide  for  a  while,  any  prepoflcflion  he 
may  have  entertained  of  that  kind,  and  candidly  examine 
what  I  fhall  advance  in  fupport  of  the  oppofite  fide  of  the 
,  queftion ;  and  if  he  finds  the  arguments  there  Uud  down 
-unanfwerable,  that;  he  will  not  obftinately  perfift  in  error, 
by  whatever  numbers  it  may  be  fupported,  but  ingenu- 
oufly  yield  to  conviftion.  The  pofition  I  mean  to  prove 
is,  that  the  whole  apologue  of  the  Houyhnbnms  and 
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Yahoos,  far  from  being  intended  as  a  debaferrtent  of  ht>^ 
man  nature,  if  rightly  underftood,  is  evidently  defigncd 
toihew  in  what  the  tfuc  dignity  and  perfcdion  of  man's 
nature  confifts,  and  to  point  out  the  way  by  which  it  may 
be  attained. 

In  ordet- to  this,  let  us  firft  fee  with  wh^t  defign  the 
fourth  book  of  the  Travels  >vas  written.  In  the  firft  three 
books  he  has  given  various  views  of  the  different  vices, 
follies,  and  abfurdities  of  mankind,  not  without  fome 
mixture  of  good  qualities^  of  virtue  and  wifdom,  though 
in  a  fmall  proportion  to  the  others,  as  they  are  to  be  found 
in  life.  In  his  laft  book,  he  meant  to  exhibit  two  new 
portraits;  one,  of  pure  unmixed  vice  j  the  other,  ofper- 
fc6t  unadulterated  virtue.  In  order  that  the  native  de- 
formity of  the  one,  might  excite  in  us  a  deeper  abhor- 
I'encc  of  evil ;  and  the  refplendent  charms  of  the  other,' 
allure  us  to  what  is  good.  To  reprefent  thefe  to  us  in 
fenfible  forms,  he  cloaths  ^he  one  \vith  the  body  of  a 
man  -,  the  other,  with  that  of  a  horfe.  Between  thcfc 
two  he  divides  the  qualities  of  the  human  mind,  taking 
away  the  rational  foul  from  the  Yahop,  and  transferring 
it  to  the  Houyhnhnm/  To  the  Yahoo  he  leaves  all  the 
paiTions  and  evil  propenfities  of  man*s  nature,  to  be  ex- 
erted without  any  check  or  controul,  as  in  the  cafe  of  all 
other  animals.  The  rational  foul  in  the  Houyhnhnm,  afts 
unerringly  as  by  inftinft ;  it  intuitively  perceives  what  is 
right,  and  ncceffarily  ads  tp  to  the  dictates  of  reafon; 
The  Yahoo,  as  here  defcribed,  is  a  creature  of  fancy,  the 
produft  of  the  author's  brain,  which  nevl^  had  any  thing 
fimilar  to  it  upon  earth.  It  has  no  refemblance  to  man, 
but  in  the  make  of  its  body,  and  the  vicious  propenfitiei 
qf  its  nature.  It  differs  from  him  wholly  in  all  the  cha* 
radteriftical  marks  which  diftinguifh  man  from  the  reft  of 
^t  animal  world.  It  has  not  a  ray  of  reafon,  it  has  n^ 
ipeech,  and  it  goes^  like  oth^r  quadrupedes^  upon  al) 
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four.-   Now,  as  reafon,  fpecch,  and  walking  upright- ocr 
two  legs,  arc.  the  univerfal  properties  o^  the  human  race, 
even. in  the  moft  favagc  nations,  which  peculiarly  mark 
their  ftiperiority  over  brutes,  how,  in  the  name  of  Hea- 
ven, has  it  come  to  pafs,  that  by  almoft  ail  wl>o  have 
reail  GuHiver,*  the  Yahoos  have  been  confidered  ^  beings 
of  the  human  fpecies,  and  the  odious  pifture  dri^wn  of 
them,  as  intended  to  vilify  and  debafe  our  nature?  But 
it  i^  evident  from  the  whole  account  given  of  this  crea^tjre 
of  his  fancy,  that  the  author  intended  it.  fhould  be  con- 
fidered as  a  mere  beaft,  of  a  new  fpecies  -,  for  he  has  not 
only  deprived  it  of  all  the  charaderiftical  diftindions  of 
man  before  recited,  but  has  fuperadded  fome   material 
differences  even  in  his  bodily  organs  and  powers,  fufficient 
to  diftinguilh  it  from  the  human  race.    He  fays, — "  They, 
climbed  high  trees  as  nithbly  as  a  fquirrel,  for  they  had 
ftrong  (extended  claws  before  and  behind,  terminating  ia 
(harp  points,  and  hooked/'     Now  it  is  well  known,  that 
the  human  flails,  when  fuffcred  to  grow  to  any  confider- 
able  length,  never  afiume  that  fhape,  and  unlefs  pared, 
difable  the  hands  from  difcharging  their  office*.     He 
fays  in  another  place, — "  They  are  prod^ioufly  nimbly 
from  their  infancy.**     This  is  direftly  oppofite  to  the  na-i 
ture  of  the  children  of  men,  who  are  the  moft  helplefs  inf 
infancy,  and  the  floweft  in  arriving  at  any  degree  of 
ftrcngth  or  agility,  of  alt  living  creatures.     Indeed  it  wa* 
neceffary  to  the  author*s  endy  that  of  (hewing  the  vicious 
Qliialities  c^  nian'^s  nature  in  their  pure  unmixed  ftate,  that 
jhe  creature  in  whom  they  were  placed  (hould  be  a  mere 
IwutCy,  governed  as  all  other?  are  by  a^^  irrefiftible  inftindt, 
l^thout  any  controul  froqi  a  fi^perior  faculty  ^  aad  ac- 

A  •  The  Mandarines  of  China,  from  an  abfurd  Guilom  of  letting  their 
hails  grow  to  their  utmoil  extent,  as  a  mark  of  diftindion,  are  obliged' 
fe'havc  aH  the-eommon  offices  of  life,  even  to  that  of  hcdin^  xhtntp 
^erfocoied by. their ionieftii:^*    :     ,.    , 

cordingly 


tordirtgly  he-feems  to  have  thrown  in  thefe  additional  cir- 
cumftances  to  dillinguilh  it  frona  any  thing  human.  At 
the  fame  time  ic  was  alfo  neceffary  to  give  this  creature  the 
human  form,  in  order  to  bring  the  Jcflbn  hom^  to  man^ 
by  having  the  vicious  part  of  his  nature  refleded  back  to 
him  froni  one  in  his  own  (hape ;  for  ia  the  form  of  any  . 
other  creature,  he  would  not  think  himfelftat  all  concerned 
in  it.  Yet  it  is  on  account  of  its  bodily  form  only,  re- 
prefented  as  it  is  in  fo  hideous  a  light,  that  the  pride  of 
man  was  alarmed^  and  made  him  blind  to  the  author's 
dcfign,  fo  as  to  charge  him  with  an  intention  of  degrading 
and  vilifying  the  whole  of  human  nature  below  that  oS 
brutes^  I  have  already  fliewn  that  the  whole  of  human 
nature  has  no  concern  in  what  is  related  of  this  creature, 
as  he  iserttircly  deprived  of  all  the  chara^ltriftic  properties' 
of  man  which  diftinguifh  him  from,  and  elevate  hin^ 
dbove  all  other  animals*  I  have  alio  (hewn,  that  even  his 
body,  however  refembling  in  ourv/ard  form,  is  not  the 
body  of  a  man,  but  of  a  beaft.  In  the  fir  ft  place  it  is 
prone,  like  all  other  bcafts,  which  never  was  the  cafe  in 
any  human  creature, 

Os  hotnini  Jublime  ^edit,  calumquc  tueri 
Wit. 


In  the  next,  he  has  long  hooked  clawsj  which  enable  him 
to  climb  the  highcft  trees  with  the  nimblenefs  of  a  fquir- 
nel,  and  to  dig  holes  in  the  earth  for  his  habitation.  1  heir 
faces  too,  as  in  fome  other  tribes  of  animals^  were  all 
alikej  being  thus  defcribed  i  "  The  face  of  this  animal 
indeed  was  fiat  and  broad,  the  nofe  deprefied,  the  lips 
large,  and  the  mouth  wide/*  When  we  confider  tco^ 
that  thefe  features  were  never  enlivened  by  the  raticnal 
foul,  nor  the  countenatice  lighted  up  by  the  benevolent 
fenfations  in  man>  which  conftitute  the  chief  beauty  of 
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the  human  face,  but  on  the  contrary  were  contimialtf' 
diftorted  by  a.  variety  of  makvolenc  paflions,  we  muib 
conclude  with  Gulliver,  that  fuch  a  man-beaft  pniuft  be 
the  mod  odious  animal  that  ever  crawled  upon  the  face  of 
'  the  earth ;  and  that  his  dcfcription  of  it,  difgufting  as  it 
is,  is  not  in  the  lead  exaggerated.  At  firft  fight  they  had 
lb  little  refemblance  to  any  thing  human,  that  Gulliver 
miftook  them  for  fome  new  fpccies  of  cattle  belonging 
to  the  inhabitants.  After  having  given  a  defcription  of 
them  as  they  appeared  to  him  when  he  firft  faw  a  number 
of  them  near  him,  where  he  lay  concealed  behind  a 
thicket,  in  order  to  mark  their  form  more  diftinAly,  be 
fays,  **  So  that  thinking  I  had  feen  enough,  full  of  con- 
tempt and  averfion,  I  got  up  and  purfued  the  beaten 
road,  hoping  it  might  dired  me  to  the  cabbin  of  (ome 
Indian.  I  had  not  got  far,  when  I  met  one  of  thefe  crea- 
tures, full  in  my  way,  and  coming  up  diredly  to  me. 
The  ugly  monfter,  when  he  faw  me,  diftorted  fcvcral 
ways  every  feature  of  his  vifage,  and  itarted  as  at  an  ob- 
jeft  he  had  never  feen  before;  then  approaching  nearer, 
iifteJ  up  bis  fore-paw,  whether  out  of  curiofity  or  mif-, 
chief,  1  could  not  tell :  but  I  drew  my  hanger,  and  gave 
him  a  good  blow  with  the  flat  fide  of  it,  for  I  durft  not 
firike  with  the  edge,  fbiring  the  inhabitants  might  be 
provoked  againfl:  me,  if  they  (hould  come  to  know  that  I 
had  killed  or  maimed  any  of  ibeir  cattle.'*  And  it  was: 
not  till  afterwards,  when  he  had  an  opportunity  of  exa-' 
mining  one  of  them  more  clofcly  in  his  kennel,  that  he 
perceived  its  refcmblance  to  the  human  figure.  But  it 
may  be  afked,  to  what  end  has  fuch  an  odious  animal 
been  produced  to  view  >  The  anfwer  is  obvious.  The 
defign  of  the  author,  in  the  whole  of  this  apolc^e,  is, 
to  place  before  the  eyes  of  man  a  pidure  of  the  two  dif- 
ferent  parts  of  his  frame,  detached  from  each  other,  in 
order  that  h?  may  the  better  eftimate  the  true  value  of. 
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f\3tb|  and  fee  the  neceiEty  there  is  that  theonefhould 
have  an  abfolute  command  over  the  other.     In  your, 

merely  animal  cafiacity,  fays  he  to  man,  without  reafon  '^ 

to  guide  you,  and  adtuated  only  by  a  blind  inftind,  I  will 

(hew  you  that  you  would  be  degraded  below  the  beads  if 

of  the  field.     That  very  form,  that  very  body,  you  are 

now  {o  proud  of,  as  giving  you  fuch  a  fuperiority  over  all 

Other  animals,  I  will  (hew  you  owe  all  their  beauty,  and  '  ^ 

all  their  greateft  powers,  to  their  being  actuated  by  a  .ra* 

tional  foul.    Let  that  be  withdrawn,  let  the  body  be  in-» 

habited  by  the  mind  of  a  brute,  let  it  be  prone  as  their's    ^ 

are,  and  fufiered  like  their's  to  take  its  natural  coprfe^ 

without  any  affiftance  from  art,  you  would  in  that  cafe  be  « 

the  mod  deformed^  as  to  your  external  appearance,  the 

mod  deteftable  of  all  creatures*     And  with   regard  to 

your  internal  frame,  filled  with  ^11  the  evil  difpofuions,  . 

and  malignant  paffions  of  mankind,  you  would  be  the   ^ 

moft  miferable  of  beings,   living  in  a  continued  date  of 

internal  vexation,  and  of  hatred  and  warfare  with  each  /. 

other. 

On  the  other  hand,  I  will  diew  another  pidure  of  an 
animal  endowed  with  a  rational  foul,  and  afting  uniformly   ^ 
up  to  the  diftates  of  right  reafon.    Here  you  may  fee  coU  '  ^ 
lefted  all  the  virtues,  all  the  great  qualities,  which  dig- 
nify man's  nature,  and  conditute  rhe  happinefs  of  his  life. 
What  is  the  natural  inference  to  be  drawn  from  thefe  two  H 
different  reprefentadons  ?    Is  it  not  evidently  a  lefibn  to 
noankind,  warning  them  not  to  fuffex  the  animal  part  to  :  • 
be  predominant  in  them,  led  they  refemble  the. vile  Ya- 
hoo, and  fall  into  vice  and  mifery ;   but  to  emulate  tlie 
noble  and  generous  Houyhnhnm,  by  cultivating  the  ra- 
tional faculty  to  the  utmod ;  which  will  lead  them  to  a  ^.' 
}ife  qf  virtue  and  happinefs. 

Is  it  nqt  very  extraordinary  that  mankind  in  general 
(hpuld  fq  readily  acknowledge  their  refemblance  to  that 
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Yahoo,  whofe  fimilitude  to  marhconfifts  only  iti  the  make 
of  its  body,  and  the  evil  difpofitionii  of  its  mind ;  and 
that  they  fliould  fee  no  refembknce  to  themfelves,  in  a 
creature  poflfefled  of  their  chief  charadleriftical   marks, 
reafon  and  fpeech,  and  endowed  with  every  virtue,  with 
every  noble  quality,  which  conftitutc  the  dignity  of  man's 
nature,  which  diftinguifh  and  elevate  the  human  above 
the  brute  fpecies  ?    »Shall  they  arraign  the  author  of  wri- 
ting  a  malignant  fatyr  againft  human  nature,  when  redu- 
ced to  its  mod  alyeft  brutal  ftate,  and  wholly  under  the 
dominion  of  the  paffions  •,  and  (ball  they   give  him  no 
credit  for  the  exalted  view  in  which  he  has  placed  the  no- 
bler part  of  our  nature,  when  wholly  under  the  direftiori 
of  right  reafon  i  Or  are  mankind  fo  ftupid,  as  in  an  a* 
vowed  fable,  to  ftop  at  the  outfide,  the  vehicle,  without 
diving  into  the  concealed  moral,  which  is'  the  objefl;  of  all 
fable  ?  Do  they  really  take  the  Yahoo  for  a  man,  becaufc 
it  has  the  form  of  a  m,an  ;  and  the  Houyhnhiim  for  a  horfe^i 
becaufc  it  has  the  form  of  a  horfe  ?  But  we  need  not  won-* 
der  that  the  bulk  of  mankind  Ihould  fall  into  this  error, 
^hen  we  find  men  pretending  to  the  utmoft  depths  of 
wifdom,  avowing  themfelvcs  of  the  fame  mind.     The 
learned  Mr.  Harris,    in   his   Philological  Enquiries,  has 
the  following  paflage.     *'  Mifanthropy  is  fo  dangerous  a 
thing,  and  goes  fo  far  in  fapping  the  very  foundations  of 
morality  and  religion,  that  I  efteem  the  laft  part  of  Swift's 
Gpjliver,  (that  I  mean  relative  to  his  Houyhnhnms  and 
Yahoos)  to  be  a  worfe  book  to  perufe,  than  thofe  which 
we  are  forbid,  as  the  moft  flagitious  and,  obfcene.     One 
abfurdity  in  this  author  (a  wretched  Philofopher  though  a 
great  Wit)  is  well  worth  remarking— in  order  to  render 
the  nature  of  man  odious,  and  the  nature  of  beafts  ami^ 
^ble,  he  is  compelled  to  give  human  chara^ers  to  his 
beafts,  and  beaftly  characters  to  his  men :  fo  that  we  are 
%9  4c|a>irc  th^  begfts,  pot  for  bcin^  bei^ft^,  but  amiable 
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TO€n ;  and  to  dctcft  the  men^  not  for  being  men,  butde- 
teftable  beafts."  I  believe  lb  ftrange  an  interpretatidii  d( 
an  author's  meaning,  never  ieW  from  the  penof  any  com- 
,  mentiator.  He  firft  aflumes  that  the  end  prbpofed  t)y 
Swift  in  thisiable,  is,  to  rencJer  the  nature  of  man  odiouis, 
and  the  nattire  pf  beads  amiable.  This  furcly  was  a  mofl: 
unaccountable  defign  in  any  human  creature;  and  before 
It  can  be  admitted,  it  ought  to  be  firft  proizcd  tliat  Swift 
Vas  of  a  beaftly  difpofition,  which  engaged  him  on  the 
fide  of  his  fellow  brutes.  'Arid  if  this  were  His  objeft,  no 
'mortal  ever  iifcd  more  unlikely  means  to  attain  it,  and  no 
one  ever  more  completely  failed  of  his  end,  '  By  reprcf- 
fcnting  a  beaft  in  a  human  form,  without  iany  one  charac- 
teriftical  mark  of  man,  he  coitld  hardly  e^peft  to  render 
human  nature  itfelf  odious :  and  by  exhibitipg  fo  ftrange 
a  phasnomenon  as  the  foul  of  man  aduating  a  quadru- 
pede,  and  regulating  his  conduft  by  the  rules  of  rigHt 
reafon,  he  could  as  little  hope  to  render  the  nature  of  ir- 
rational beafts  more  amiable.  And  accordingly  T believe 
no  mortal  ever  had  a  worfe  opinion  of  human  nature,  frorn^ 
liis  defcription  of  the  Yahoos ;  nor  a  better  of'thelDrute 
creation,  from  that  of  the  Houyhnhnms.  And  ^11  the  nl 
effcd  produced  by  this  fable,  has  been  turned  on  the  au- 
thor himfelf,  by  raifing  the  general  indignation  of  ma^n- 
kind  agarnft  him,  from  aTniftaken  view  of.fiis  intention  : 
fo  that  the  Writer  of  the.  above  rem?(^rks, .  need  .not  ha^e 
prohibited  the  reading  of  that  part  of  Gulliver  with  fuch 
folemnity,  as  it  never  did,  nor  never  can  make  one  pro- 
fclyte  to  Mifanthropy,  whereof  he  Ceems  fo  .apprehenfiv^ ; 
but  on  the  contrary  may  be  produdive  of  great  good, 
from  the  moral  fo  evidently  to  be  deduced  from  it,  as  has 
already  been  made  appear. 

In  one  paragraph  of  the  above  quoted  pafTage,  the  au-  • 
thor,  wrapped  up  in  the  pride  of  philofophy,   feems  to 
IqqIc  down  upon  Swift  with  fovereign  contempt  ^  where 
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he  fays,—**  One  abfurdity  in  this  author  (a  mretchedP%i^ 
lofcpbit^  though  a  great  Wit)  is  well  worth  remarking/* 
&^  But  it  has  been  already  fl^ewn,  that  the  abfurdity 
belongs  to  the  comrpentator,  not  to  the  author ;  and  it 
will  be  difficult  to  perfuadc  the  world*  that  Swift  is  not 
one  of  the  greateft  adepts  in  the  Hrft  phi|[ofophy»  the  fci« 
ence  of  mankind ;  of  which  he  has  given  fuch  ample 
proofs  throughout  his  Works,  and  more  particularly  in 
this  very  book«  fo  fqpercilioufly  decried  by  this/w  dijar^ 
.yhilofopher ;  and  which  will  be  of  more  real  benefit  to 
mankind,  than  the  labours  of  a  thoufand  fuch  Writers  as 
the  author  of  Philological  Enquiries,  employed  about 
fplcndid  trifies.  and  ufclefs  Mctaphyfics. 

Another  Writer  of  no  fmall  eminence  has  attacked 
Swift  with  great  virulence  on  the  fame  account*  In  a 
pamphlet  of  Dn  Young's,  entitled  Conjeftures  on  Origi* 
fial  Compofitipn,  there  is  the  following  paffage.  "  If  fo» 
O  Gulliver !  doll  thou  not  Ihudder  at  thy  brother  Lucian*s 
vultures  hovprjng  o*er  thee  ?  Shudder  on  !  they  cannot 
Ihock  thee  more,  than  decency  ha$  been  (hocked  by  the?. 
How  have  thy  Houyhnhnms  thrown  thy  judgment  frotn 
its  feat,  and  laid  thy  imagination  in  the  mire  ?  In  wh^t 
Ofdure'  l)a(l  thou  dipt  thy  pencil  ?  What  a  monfter  haft 
thou  xpade  of  the 

Human  face  divine  ?  Milton* 

This  V^riter  has  fo  fatyrifec}  hum2n  natufe^i  as  to  give  ^ 
^emonftration  in  himfejf,  that  it  deferves  to  be  fatyrifed/* 
In  anfwer  to  which  I  (baU  addivfs  him  in  his  owp  ^uray-r- 
O  poAor  Young,  how  has  thy  prejudice  (hrown  i\\y 
judgment  frqm  its  feat,  aijd  let  thy  imaginatiqn  hurry  thee 
beyond  all  bounds  of  common  fenfe !  Jn  what  black  com* 
pofitipn  of  fpleen  and  envy  baft  thou  djpt  thy  pen !  Wh^t 
»  tnonftrous  character  hail  thou  given  qf 

One  $f  the  nohUJi  nan 
fkat  ever  ihid  in  the  tidf  of  times ^        Shakbspzarc. 

Thou 
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-Thou-hi^  fo  fatyrifcd  this  great  man,  as  to  Ihcw  that  thoa 
th yfclf  defcrveft  the  utmoft  fevcrity  of  fatyr/'    A  ftcr  fucli 
a  firing  of  poetical  epiphonemas,  what  is  the  charge  which 
he  brkigs^^ainil  Swift.    It  is  all  contained  in  thefe  words 
*<#- ^^  What  a  moniler  haft  thou  niade^  of  the  human  hoc 
divine  V*  Now  as  Dr.  Young  himfelf^  and  all  the  world 
muft  have  albwed,  that  the  human  face  can  have  no 
claim  to  the  epiActof  divine,  unlcfs  when  animated  bj 
the  divine  particle /within  us,  how  can  he  be  faid  to  make 
a  monftrous  rcprefchtation  of  the  human  fecc  divine,  who 
firll  fuppofes  the  divinef  part  to  be  withdrawn,  which  en- 
titles it  to  that  appellation,  and  fubftitutes  in  its  place  the 
mind  of  a  brute.     iVluft  not  the  human  countenance  ici/ 
thi$  cafe  lofe  all  that  beauty  and  expreflion,  which  it  de- 
rives from  the  fours  looking  out  at  the  eyes,  and  anima^ 
;  ting  every  feature  ?  On  the  contrary,  what  more  deformed 
or  locking  objeft  can  be  exhibited  to  view,  than  the  htf- 
man  face  diftorted  by  all  the  vile  and  malevolent  paflfiont 
belonging  to  man^s  nature*     Let  any  one  refieft  what  fen* 
'  fations  he  has  had  on  the  fight  of  an  idiot^  an  outrageous 
,  mad- man,  or  one  pofleffed  by  Ungovernable  fury,  extreme 
hatred,  or  implacable  revenge,  land  he  mufl:  allow  that 
the  pifture  Swift  gives  of  the  Yahoo  face,  always  ejpret- 
five  of  fome  one  or  other  of  fimilar  paffions,  however  hi- 
deous it  may  be,  is  yet  a  juft  likenefs. 

What  then  is  the  meaning  of  the  general  clamour  raifed 
againft  Swift,  unlefs  it  be  thought  criminal  in  him  to  fop^ 
pofe  it  poQible,  even  in  a  fable,  that  the  human  frame, 
upon  which  we  value  ourfelves  fo  highly,  might  be  the 
receptacle  <rf  a  brutal  foul  ?  I  fliould  not  wonder  if  fuch 
men  fhould  arraign  the  Almighty  alfo,  for  having  really 
f  0e&ed  this  in  the  cafe  of  Nebuchadnezzar ;  or  exhibit- 
ing another  inftance  of  it  to  our  view,  without  a  miracle, 
in  that  pf  Peter  the  Wild  Man,  caught  in  the  woods  pf 
pcrm^ny  j  \i\  whom  Wi^S  to  tjc  fpuR^  9  perfpft  m^gn  of 
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ftKat  mao^bf aft  wlakh  Smftfappofea  in  his  Yaliao  *.  N«^ 
Ibould  I  be  furprifcd  if  thejr  who  value  themielws  chieSjr 
on  their  outwaM  form,  ihould  cDtitter  complaints  againft 
tb^ir  Creatoi:,  for  giving  certain  aDimal&fojjear  a  re&m* 
l>lafH:e  to  fhem,  as  h  to  be  found  in  fome  fpecifs  of  ba* 
twins,:  btJiOiore  particularly  b  fhe  raan-tygcr  -,  who  not 
4>Bly  is  formed  exaftly  like  man  in  bis  "bodily  organs,  but> 
like  him  toe,  ofdea  walks  ere  A  ufpoa  two  legs^  ^kh  4  ftaff 
in  hk  band,  fits  4(wn  upon  chairs,  and  Jbtas  the  iaoae  die-* 
'POrcn^ent  in  inany  other  points. 

But  while  they  fo  fqueamiftily  take  ofitncc'at  this  non- 
<«micy,  this  diim^ra  of  the  brain,,  does  it  never  occur  to 
thena  that  there  really  exifts  thoufands  and  ten  thouiands 
of  their  own  Ipecies,  in  different  parts  of  this  peopled 
<arch,  infinitely  more  deteftabk  than  the.  Yahoos.  In 
whatever  odious  light  their  form  has  been  pourtrayed^ 
xafi  it  excite  higher  diiguft  than  that  of  the  Hottentot,  de- 
corated widi  giOtSy  which  are  ufed  for  food  when  in  a  fiatc 
■  cf  putrefa&ioo  ;  and  who  loads  his  head  with  a  mixture 
of  ftinking  grcafe  and  foot,  to  make  a  fecure  lodgment  for 
fwarms  of  the  moft  filthy  vermin :  or  than  thofe  &vageS) 
who  Oa0i,  mangle*  and  deform,  with  a  variety  of  horrid 
figures, .  the  bujnanface  divimy  ifi  order  to  ftrike  a  greater 
terror  into,  their  enemies  ?  Are  there  any  afl:iens  attributed 
to  the  miferable-  Yahoo  te  diabblical  as  are  conftantly  prac- 
iHcd  in  fome  of  tbefe  favagd  nations,  by  expofing  their 
children,  murdering  their  parents  in  their  old  age,  and 
roafling  and  eating  their  captives  taken  in  war,  with  many 
other  abominations  ?  In  all  which  inftances  we  fee,  that 
human  realbn,  in  its  ilate  of  depravity,  is  produdive  of 
infinitely  worfe  confequences,  than  can  proceed  from  a 
.total  deprivation  of  it*    This  leifon  (julliver  has  taken 

'  •  It  is  faid  the  late  Queen  Sad  tie  curiofity  to  fee  this  wil4  mah^ 
but  was  fo  fhocked  at  tke  appearance  he  made>  that  ihe  ordered  him 
immediately  out  of  her  prefeac^, 
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c»rc  to  inculcsiic,  where  *  his  itiafterHotiyhnhhm,  aft^jp 
having  receiired  an  aceavnc  from  him  of  the  manners 
and  cuftoms  of  the  Europeans^  makes  ,the  following 
obfcrvation :  *<  That  although  he  hated  the  Yahjoos  oC 
this  country,  yet  he  00  more  blamed  them  for  their 
odious  ijualitics, .  than  he  did  a  gnnayb  (a  bird  of  prey) 
for  its  cruelty,  or  a  (harp'ftone  for  cutting  his  hoof. 
But  when  a  creature,  pretending  to  reafon,  could  be 
Citable  of  fuch  cnorauties,  he  dreaded  left  the  cor- 
ruption .of  that  faculty,  might  be  worfe  than  brutality 
iifclf/'  ,    . 

It  may  be  faid  that  the  inftanccs  of  depravity  above 
quoted,  arc  only  to  be  found  among  lavages,  whole 
ininds,  «inenlightei«d  by  knowledge,  ace  governed 
wholly  by  their  brutal  appetites  and  p^ffions ;  and  that 
a  true  pifture  of  human  nature  is. only  to  be  taken  from 
the  more  civilized  States.  Let  us  fee,  thereforcj,  whe^ 
thcr  in  our  own  dear  country,  while  we  boaft  fo  much 
of  the  extraordinary  lights  drawn  from  Philolbphy; 
-and  the  divine  illumination  of  the  Gofpel,  we  do  no^ 
abound  in  crimes  more  numerous,  and  more  fatal  t# 
fociety,  even  than  thofe  of  favagcs.  Of  thefe  Swift 
has  given  us  a  long  mufter-roll,  where  he  dcfcribcs  the 
happy  life  he  led  amonig  the  Houyhnhnms^  free  from  the 
cdioUs  fcenes  of  vice  in  his  own  country,  in  the  fol- 
lowing paflagc ;  ^*  I  enjoyed  perfect  health  of  body, 
and  tranquillity  of  mind;  I  did  not  feel  the  treachery 
pr  inconftancy  of  a  friend,  nor  the  injuries  of  afecret 
or  open  enemy.  .  I  had  no  occafion  of  bribing,  flatter-, 
ing,  or  pimping,^  to  procure  the  favour  of  any  great 
man,  or  his  minion,  I  wanted  no  fence  againfl:  fraud 
or  oppreflTion  i  here  was  neither  phyfician  to  deftroy  my 
body,  nor  lawyer  to  ruift  my  fortune;  no  informer  to 
watch  my  words  and  adions,  pr  forge  accufations  againfl^ 
me  for  hire ;  here  were  no  gibers,  cenfyrers,  backbiters^ 
•'        -  '  pick^ 
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pick-pocket$9  highwaymen^  houfebrcdken^  attornic^^ 
lamls>  bufiboas^  gamcilers>  politfcians^  wits,  fplcnc- 
ticks,  tedious  talkers>  controvcrtifts,  raviflicrs,  mur- 
derers, robbers,  virtuofos :  no  leaders  or  folk>wers  o^ 
party  and  faAion ;  no  encouragers  to  vice  by  fcduce^ 
ineBC  or  example ;  no  dungeon,  axes,  gibbets,  whip^ 
ping-pofts,  or  pillories  ;^  no  cheating  fhopkeepers  or 
nrjcchanicks  i  no  pride,  vanity,  or  alFedation;  no  fops, 
lyulHes,  drunkards,  ftrolliog  whores,  or  poxes  ;^  no 
ranting,  lewd,  expcn&ve  wives ;  no  ftupid  proud  pe-^ 
dants ;  no  importunate,  over-bearing,  quarrelfome, 
tEoify,  roaring,  empty,  conceited,.  Iweariog  compa- 
nions; nofcoundrels  rai&d  from  the  duft  upon  the  met 
m  of  their  vices,  or  nobility  thrown  into  it  on  account 
of  their  virtues  i  no  Lords,  Fidlers,  Judges,  or  Daa<- 
ci«g-mafters»'* 

In  another  place,  after  having  brought  the  whole 
ftate  of  affairs  in  England  before  the  Judgment-feat  oT 
^he  Kis^g  of  Brobdingnag,  he  thus  relates  the  ftntit- 
mcnts  of  that  wife  and  virtuous  Monarch  on  the  occar 
fion  :  ^'  He  was  perfedly  aftomfhed  with  the  hiftorical 
account  I  gave  him  of  oup  affairs  during  the  hft  cen- 
tury, protefting  it  was  only  a  heap  of  confpiracies,  se^ 
bellions,  murders,  maffacres,  revolutions,  baniihnF>eBt% 
the  very  worft  effeds  that  avarice,  fafiion,  hypocrif^ 
periidioufnefs,  cruelty,  rage,  madnef^,  hatred^  ^nvy, 
luR,  malice,  and  ambition  could  produc^.  His  M^ 
jelky  in  another  audience  was  at  the  pains  to  recapitulate 
the  fum  of  all  I  bad  fpoken  i  compared  th^  queftion^ 
with  the  anfwers  I  had  given ;  then  taking  me  into  his 
bands,  and  ftroaking  me  gently,  delivered  himfelf  in 
fhefe  words,  which  I  (hall  never  forget,  nor  the  manner 
he  fpo^e  them  in  :  "  My  little  friend  Grildrig^  by  wha^t 
I  have  gathered  from  your  own  relation,  and  the  an* 
fw^rs  I  b»V5  with  mqch  paiw  wrjnged  and  extort?^ 

frQm 


DOCTOR    SWIFT.  4^^ 

from  yoU)  I  canaot  but  conclude  the  bulk  of  ]rour  na* 
tivcs  to  be  the  moft  pernicious  race  of  little  odious  vcr- 
min,  that  nature  ever  fuffered  to  crawl  on  the  furface 
of  the  earth.'* 

Is  it  not  (lrange»  that  lb  bold  a  fatyr  on  human  na* 
tare,  in  its  actual  ftatc  of  exiftence,  ftiould  excite  no 
refcntmcnt  in  mankind,  and  that  they  fliould  fo  rcadilf 
take  the  alarm  at  an  imaginary  reprefentation  of  it  i 
But  in  the  former  cafe  men  are  ready  enough  to  fee 
and  allow  all  manner  of  vices  and  bad  qualities  of  the 
mind  in  others,  though  they  are  fo  blinded  by  felf-lov0 
its  not  to  find  the  refemblance  to  themfelves  j  but  when 
their  bodily  form,  common  to  all  men,  is  vilified  and 
debafed,  each  individual  brings  the  attack  honle  tt> 
himfeif ;  bis  fdf-love  takes  fire  at  the  view,  and  kindles 
his  indignfition  againft  the  author,  as  an  enemy  to  the 
whole  human  fpecies.  That  this  opinion,  however  ill« 
founded,  became  fo  general,  is  cafily  to  be  accounted 
for,  as  taking  its  rife  from  two  of  the  mofl:  prevailing 
paffions  in  human  nature,  pride,  and  envy.  The  for- 
oier  called  the  univerfal  pafiion  by  Dr.  Young ;  and  thf 
latter  partaking  of  its  nature,  as  fpringing  from  the 
fiime  root.  Their  pride  inftantly  took  fire  upon  feeing 
that  part  of  their  frame,  whereof  in  general  men  are 
moft  vain,  repreiented  in  fo  odious  a  light;  and  Envy 
ieized  the  occafion  of  making  fo  heavy  a  charge  as  thac 
^f  Mifanthropy,  againft  a  man  of  fuch  uncommon  ta* 
lents.  This  broke  forth  chiefly  among  Authors,  jea- 
lous of  that  high  degree  of  fame  obtained  by  the  fu^ 
periority  of  his  genius  i  and  as  he  was  unaflailable  on 
that  fide,  they  thought  to  bring  him  down  more  on  a 
level  with  themfelves,  by  attributing  fomc  of  the  fineft 
exertions  of  that  genius  to  a  malevolent  difpofition : 
9nd  as  the  prejudices  of  mankind  were  of  their  fide, 
they  cheaply  purchafcd  credit  to  themfelves,  from  ap- 
pearing champions  for  the  dignity  of  human  nature- 
Yet 
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Yet  there  were  not  wanting  others  of  clearer  difcctn-^ 
ment,  and  a  more  liberal  turn  of  mind,  who  faw  this 
whole  affair  in  its  true  light.  Among  thefe  the  bene- 
volent and  judicious  Dr.  Hawkefworth,  fteps  forth  as 
an  advocate  for  Swift,  and  decidedly  gives  judgment 
In  his  favour.  In  one  of  his  notes  on  Gulliver^  he  fays^ 
whoever  is  difgufted  With  this  picture  of  a  Taboo,  would 
do  well  to  reflect,  that  rt  becomes  his  own  in  exadr  pro- 
portion as  he  deviates  from  virtue"^  for  virtue  is  the 
perfcfkion  of  reafon  t  the  appetites  of  thofe  abandoned 
ID  vice,  are  not  lefs  brutal  and  fordid  than  tbofe  of  a 
Yahoo,  nor  is  their  life  a  ftate  of  lefs  abjeft  fervility.** 
And  in  another  of  his  comments  upon  a  paffage  ^here-> 
in  Swift  had  given  a  lively  and  true  dcfcription  of  the 
horrors  of  war,  ftripped  of  all  the  glare  and  falfe  co- 
louring thrown  over  it  by  vain^glory  and  ambition,  he 
explains,  juiliBes,  and  applauds  the  Author's  motive^ 
for  exhibiting  here,  as  well  as  in  all  other  parts  of  this 
admirable  work,  fuch  true  piftures  of  the  vicious  prac* 
tices  and  habits  of  mankind,  however  fanftified  by  cuf-* 
torn,  or  embellilhed  by  fafhion.  His  words  are  thcfe^ 
-*-"  It  would  perhaps  be  impoffible,  by  the  moft  la-, 
boured  arguments,  or  forcible  eloquence,  to  (hew  the 
abfurd  injuftice  and  horrid  cruelty  of  war,  fo  cffcftually^ 
as  by  this  fimple  exhibition  of  them  in  a  new  lights 
with  war,  including  every  fpecies  of  iniquity,  and  every 
art  of  deftrudion,  we  become  familiar  by  degrees^  un- 
der fpecious  terms ;  which  are  fcldom  examined,  bc^ 
caufe  they  are  learned  at  an  age  in  which  the  mind  re* 
eeives  and  retains  whatever  is  imprefl:  on  it.  Thus  it 
happens,  that  when  one  man  murders  another  to  gra- 
tify his  loft,  weihudder  at  it;  but  when  one  man  mur^ 
ders  2^  million  to  gratify  his  vanity,  we  approve  and  ad* 
mire,  we  envy  and  applaud.  If,  when  this  and  the 
preceding  pages  are  read>  we  difcover  with  aftonifli- 

ment^ 
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ment,  that  when  the  fimc  events  have  occurred  in  hif* 
tory,  we  felt  no  cmotiQny  and  aqquicfccd  iti  wars  which 
we  could  not;  l^ut  kiiow  to  have  been  comnwncQd  fot 
fuch  caufes,  and  carried  on  by  fiach  niea'hs^  let  not  him 
be  cenfuredfor  too  much  dfsbafing  his  fpecies,  who  has 
€<JntributecJ  to  their  felicity  and  prefervatioo,  by  ftrip-. 
ping  off  the  veil  of  cuftom  and  prejudice,  and  hold^ 
ing  up,  in  their  native  deformity,  the  vices  by  which 
they  become  wretched,  and  the  arts  by  which  they  ai^ 
deftroyed/' 

Such  is  the  conftru6l:ion  which  will  be  put  by  all  men 
^(  candour,  tafte,  and  judgment,  upon  thefe,  and  ail 
other  paflages  in  Swift  of  a  fimilar  kind.  But  if  there 
are  ftill  any  who  will  perfift  in  finding  out  their  own  re- 
femblance  in  the  Yahoo,  in  rhe  name  of  God,  if  tte 
cap  fits,  let  them  wear  it,  and  rail  on.  I  flxall  only 
take  my  leave  of  them  with  an  old  Latin  fcntencc,  ^ui 
^apit  ille  facit. 

There  is  another  Writer,  at  prcfent;of  gigantic  fame 
in  thefe  days  of  little  rrien,  who  has  pretended  to  fcratch 
out  a  Life  of  Swift,  but  fo  miferably  executed,  as  only 
to  refled  back  on  himfelf  that  difgrace,  which  he  meanC 
to  throw  upon  the  character  of  the  Dean.  I  proinifed 
in  the  Preface  to  make  fome  ftriftuFes  on  this  work, 
which  I  ihall  now  perform.  At  his  fetting  out,  l^t. 
Johnfon  fbews,  v/hich  is  fcarcely  credible,  that  he  held 
this  extraordinary  man  in  \tx^  little  eftimation,  and 
that  he  was  not  qualified  to  give  any  account  of  him 
with  the  Icaft  degree  of  accuracy.  He  begins  his  re^ 
lation  thus ;  *^  Jonathaa  Swift  was^  according  to  an  ac- 
count faid  to  be  written  by  h-^mfelf,  .th^lpr^  of  Jona^ 
than  Swift,  .an  attorney,  .^n^  was  .born  at  Dublin  ort  St. 
Andrcw!sday,  16^7:  according  to  hi«  ows^  rcpprt,  af 
delivered  by  Pope  to  Speijc?,  .he  was  born  at.Leicefter, 
ihc  fon  of  a  ClergyOTa^),:  who.  Wi^s  minift^r  of  a  parift 
3  in 
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in  Hcrcfordlhire.  During  his  life,  the  place  of  bl§ 
birth  was  undeterminedi  He  was  contented  to  be  call-^ 
ed  an  Irilhman  by  the  Irifli^  but  would  occafionalljr 
call  himfelf  an  Englilhaian.  The  queftion  may^  wtt|i- 
out  much  regret,  be  left  in  the  obfcurity  in  which  he 
delighted  to  involve  it/*  Hefc  we  fee  how  utteily 
carelefs  he  was  about  a  faft  of  the  greatefl:  notoriety^ 
and  eftablilhed  by  the  moft  authentic  pfooft.  "  Ac- 
cording to  an  account/tfii  fo  be  written  by  himfelf,"  (^Cs 
Pray  mark  that  exprelTion.  Had  he  taken  the  trouble 
to  inform  himfelf,  he  Would  have  found  that  this  ac- 
tovnt/aid  to  be  written^  is  really  in  the  Dean's  own 
hand-writirtg,  and  lodged  by  his  relation  Dcane  Swifc 
in  the  library  of  Dublin  College^  an  account  of  which 
he  has  publiflied  in  his  Eflay  on  the  Life  of  Swift*  In 
the  aift  Seftipn  of  thcfe  Memoirs,  tlie  Dean  fays* 
fpcaking  of  himfelf,  **  He  was  torn  in  Dublin^  on  Sr; 
Andrew's  day."  In  oppofition  to  this  account  given 
by  himfelf>  Dr.  Johnfon  quotes  a  report  from  a  fecond 
hand,  communicated  to  him  from  Pope  through  Spence^ 
*•  During  bis  life,  the  place  of  bis  birtb  was  undetermined.^^ 
On  the  contrary,  I  fay  that  the  place  of  his  birth  nevei* 
admitted  of  any  doubt,  by  thofe  who  were  defirous  of 
information  on  that  head  j  and  if  the  Doftor  had  ever 
looked  into  his  correfpondence>  he  would  have  found 
that  he  acknowledged  it  in  fcveral  of  his  letters.  **  He 
vuis  contented  to  be  called  an  Irijhman,  by  the  Irijhy  but 
would  occafionally  call  himfelf  an  Englijhman.'*  In  the 
fame  place,  where  he  fpund  that  he  would  occadonally 
call  himfelf  an  Englilhman,  he  might  have  feen  the 
reafon  of  his  doing  fo  j  which  was>  that  •'  though  dropc 
in  Ireland,"  as  he  himfelf  exprefles  it,  in  a  letter  to 
Lord  Oxford,  he  was  defcended  from  Englifli  progeni-^ 
tors  on  both  (ides.  But  (he  Do&or  feems  to  hav^ 
thrown  this  matter  into  aHate  of  doubt,  merely  to  in-i 

;.    trodiTce 


DOC  toil    SWl^T.  44^ 

^krodt3ce  tbeJait  iehtencc>  in  order  to  iofinuatc  the  coof* 

<leinpcible  I4ea  he  had  of  Swift,  '^bftre  he  fays,—"  The 

jqyd&iQn  may^  V)ithout  miiib  r^Mj  be  kfc  m  the  obfcu^ 

iiey  in  which  be  delighted  to  involve  it;**    Which  ;a 

4)laiii  Englifii  would  run  thiis-^It  is  of  very  Htde  mor 

Ment  where  the  fellow  W4s  borb.    As  he  has  be^  very  / 

^exaft  in  fitting  the  places  of  their  birth  in  a|l  the^ther         ^        ^ 

JLives  of  his  Poet8>  even  thoCt  of  the  lower  ciafsj  his 

marked  indiffereiice  here  i^  the  more  firiking.    Bat  fC 

.Will  be  faidi--~Is  there  any  man  iipon  edlrth  that  can 

have  a  ebnterpptibie  idea  of  Swift?   ye«-r»fiich  is  the 

.high  notion  which  the  Doflor  entertains  of  his  own  fii- 

periority^  that  ht  always  treated  his  nam^  with  coq^ 

.tempt.    Hi^  common  expreflion  in  talking  of  him^ 

^asj  that  Swift  was  a  very  (hallow  fellow.  , 

Upon  that  paffagc  in  Swift*s  Life,  where  it  is  t^elated 

that  in  the  early  part  of  It^  he  generally  travelled  on 

•foot,  and  lay  at  waggoners  inns,  he  has  the  following, 

.comment.     **  This  practice  Lord  Orrery  iiDputes  to  his 

innate  love  of  groflfnefs  and  vulgarity :  fom^  m^y  afcri be 

it  to  his  defire  of  furveying  human  life  thro'  all  its  va« 

rietiess  and  others,  perhaps  with  equal  probability,  to 

a  paflion  which  feems  to  have  been  deep  fixed  in  his 

*  heart,  the  love  of  a  (hilling.'*    How  little  ground  thene 

was  for  fuch  a  charge  againft  Swift,  h^s  been  amply 

(hewn;  but  that  it  (hould  be  authori(ed  here>  by  the 

lame  Writer,  who  in  another  place  fays>— "  With  all  this 

calk  of  his  covetoufnels  and  generofity,  it  (houtd  be  re* 

membered  thai  be  was  mvtr  rtA&,**«-can  be  imputed 

Only  to  a  Ipirit  of  detraftion. 

On  another  occafion  he  relates  the  following  anec« 
dote :  Of  kis  humour y  a,  ftory  told  by  Pope  may  afford 
a  fpecimen,  thus  related  by  Spence. 

Doctor  Swift  has  aii  odd,  blunt  way,  that  is  miflraken 
by  ftrangers  for  ill- nature.-— *Tis  fo  odd  that  there  is  no 

G  g  defcribing 
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tlefcribing  it  but  by  fadks.  Til  tell  yoti  oAC  that  firft 
'tomes  into  my  head.  One  evening  Gay  and  I  went  to 
fee  him:  you  know  how  intimately  we  were  all  ac- 
quainted. On  our  coming  in,  ^*  Heyday^  gentlemen^ 
(fay$  the  Dodor)  what's  the  meaning  of  this  vific ! 
How  came  you  to  leave  all  the  great  Lords  that  you 
arc  fo  fond  of,  to  come  hither  to  fee  a  poor  Dean  ?*'' 
Becaufe  we  would  rather  fee  you  than  any  of  them. 
'*'  Ay^  any  one  that  did  not  know  fo  well  as  I  do,  might 
believe  you.  But  fince  you  are  come,  I  muft  get  fome 
fupper  for  you,  I  fuppofe."— No,  Doftor,  we  have  fup.- 
ped  alre4dy. — "Supped  already,  that's  impoflible ! 
why  it  is  not  eight  o'clock  yet. — That's  very  Arrange  ! 
but,  if  you  had  not  fupped,  I  mud  have  got  fomething 
for  you. — Let  me  fee,  what  (hould  1  have  had  ?  A 
couple  of  lobfters;  ay,  that  would  have  done  very 
well ;  two  fliillings— tarts  a  (hilling :  but  you  will  drink 
a  glafs  of  wine  with  me,  though  you  fopped  fo  much 
before  your  ufual  time  only  to  fparc  my  pocket." — No, 
we  had  rather  talk  with  you,  than  drink  with  you.— 
"But  if  you  had  fupped  with  me,  as  in  all  reafon  you 
ought  to  have  done,  you  muft  then  have  drank  with 
me. — A  bottle  of  wine,  two  lhillings---tw.aand  two  is 
four,  and  one  is  five;  juft  two  and  fix-pence  a  piece. 
There,  Pope,  there's  half  a  crown  for  you,  and  there's 
*  another  for  you.  Sir ;  for  I  won't  favc  any  thing  by  you, 
I  am  deterrhined." — This  was  all  faid  and  done  with 
his  ufual  feribufnefs  on  fuch  occafions;  and  in  (pite  of 
every  thing  we  could  fay  to  the  contrary,  he  actually 
obliged  us  to  take  the  money." 

In  all  this  account  it  is  evident  that  Swift  (aw  into  his 
friends  motive  for  not  fupping  with  him,  which  was 
the  fear  of  putting  him  to  expence.     Their  pretending 
,  to  have  fupped  at  fo  unufual  an  hour,  and  afterwards 
refuling  a  glafs  of  wine,  even  fuppofing  they  had  fup- 
ped^ 
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^ed,  wefe  full  proofs  of  this.  It  \vas  cle^r  therefore  to 
hfm  that  they  had  given  credit  tb  the  common  report 
of  his  coVetoiifniefs ;  and  in  order  to  fliew  that  he  was 
Ubove  fuch  fordid  thrift,  and  to  piinifh  them  for  fuppo- 
ling  iti  by  this  praftical  rebuke/ he  mide  them  undergo 
the  (hame  of  putting  irtto  their  pockets^  vfhzt  would 
dthcrwifc  have  betrt  (pent  in  good  fellowHiip*  Thift 
Was  evidently  Swift*s  view^  though  it  does  not  fcent  to 
have  occurred  to  Di*;  Johnfonj  Who  relates  it  only  a&  att 
inftance  of  his  odd  hunlour. 

In  his  account  of  the  Tale  of  ^  Tub^  the  Ddftor 
-fays, — "  That  Swift  was  its  author,  though  it  be  Uni* 
Verfally  believed>  was  never  owned  by  himfdlf,  nor  very 
well  proved  by  any  evidence."  Sbrdy  the  Doftor  hai 
never  feen  the  letters  that  palTed  between  the  Dean  and 
Ben  Tooke>  publifhed  in  the  nth  volume  olE*  the  laft 
edition  of  his  Works^  wherein  he  not  only  acknowledge! 
himfelf  the  author,  but  gives  dircftibns  about  the  pu^ 
blication  of  another  edition,  with  an  Apology  prefixed 
to  it» 

With  regard  to  The  Battle  of  the  Books,  he  has  re- 
vived the  old  charge  of  Plagiarifnl  againit  Swift^  in  the 
following  paffage.  **  The  Battle  of  the  Books  is  fo  like 
the  Combat  des  Livres^  which  the  fame  qucftion  con- 
cerning the  Ancients  and  Moderns  had  produced  in 
FrancCi  that  the  improbability  of  fuCh  a  coincidence  of 
thoughts  without  communication^  is  not,  in  my  opi- 
nioni  balanced  by  the  anonymous  proteftation  prefixed^ 
in  which  all  knowledge  of  the  French  book  is  peremp- 
torily difoWned.'* 

This  chjirge  was  firft  made  againft  Swift  by  Wotton, 
in  the  following  words.  "  I  have  been  aiTured,  that 
the  Battle  tn  St.  James's  Library^  is,  mutatis  mutandis^ 
taken  out  of  a  French  b6bk^  entftuJcd^  Cemhat  des 
LivreSi  if  I  mifrcmcmber  not/*  Thus  anfwcred  by 
'  G  g  a  •  Swift. 
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Swift,  *'  In  which  paflagc  there  are  two  claufcsobTer' 
Table  :  I  have  been  affured\  and,  if  I  mifremember  not. 
1  define  firft  to  know,  whether,  if  that  conje&ure  proves 
an  utter  falfehdod,  thofe  two  claufes  will  be  a  fufficient 
cxcufe  for  this  worthy  Critic.  The  matter  is  a  triBci 
but  would  he  venture  to  pronounce  at  this  rate  upon 
one  of  greater  moment  ?  I  know  nothing  more  con- 
temptible in  a  Writer,  than  the  charafter  of  a  plagiary, 
which  he  here  fixes  at  a  venture ;  and  this  not  for  a  paf* 
fage,  but  a  whole  difcourfe,  taken  out  from  another 
book,  only  mutatis  mutandis.  The  Author  is  as  much 
in  the  dark  about  this,  as  the  Anfwerer;  and  will  imi- 
tate him  by  an  affirmation  at  random;  that  if  there  be 
a  word  of  truth  in  this  refleftion,  he  is  a  paultry  imi« 
tating  Pedant;  and  the  Anfwerer  is'  a  perfon  of  wit, 
manners,  and  truth.  He  takes  his  boldnefs,  from  ne- 
ver having  feen  any  fuch  Treatife  in  his  life,  nor  heard 
of  it  before :  and  he  is  fure  it  is  impofiible  for  two 
Writers,  of  different  times  and  countries,  to  agree  in 
their  thoughts  after  fuch  a  manner,  that  two  continuefl 
difcourfes  fhall  be  the  fame,  only  mutatis  mutandis. 
Neither  will  he  infill  upon  the  miftake,  in  the  titlcr; 
but  let  the  Anfwer'er  and  his  friend  produce  any  book 
they  plcafe,  he  defies  them  to  (hew  one  (ingle  particu- 
lar, where  the  judicious  reader  will  affirm  he  has  been 
obliged  for  the  fmalleft  hint,  giving  only  allowance  for 
^he  accidental  encountering  of  a  fingle  thought,  which 
he  knows  may  fometimes  happen ;  though  he  has  ne« 
veryet  found  it  in  that  difcourfe,  nor  has  heard  it  ob- 
jedled  by  any  body  elfe.** 

Is  it  pofiible  to  conceive  that  Swift  would  have  made 
fo  bold  an  appeal,  if  he  were  not  confcious  of  the  truth 
of  what  he  advancedi  when  he  might  have  been  fo  ea« 
niy  c&nfiil&d.?  Ort6at  Wotton  would  not  have  feized 
fhe  opportunity,  if  he  had  it  in  hi^  power^  of  fup* 

porcing 
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porting  his  charge,  to  the  utter  difgrace  of  his  advcr- 
fary  ?  But,  fince  neither  he,  nor  any  one  clfe,  has  ever 
made  the  attempt;  is  it  not  aftonifhing  that  the  calumny- 
flioulc}  ftill  remain  ?  This  is  a  ftriking  inftanceof  that 
leveUing  principle  in  mankind,  which  fwallows  with 
avidity  any  flanders  propagated  to  the  difadvantage  o^ 
exalted  charafters ;  for  though  I  have  never  yet  met* 
with  any  mortal  who  had  feen  fuch  a  book,  yet  I  have: 
heard  from  thi?  mouths  of  hundreds  "  that  Swift's* 
Battle  of  the  Books  was  taken  from  a  French  book; 
culled  Cqmbat  des  Livres.'*  Now,  though  this  might  be 
*xpe€led  from  the  bulk  of  mankind,  on  account  of  the 
principle  above-mentioned,  what  (hall  we  fay  when  we 
find  a  profeflcd  biographer,  bound  by  every  principle 
of  juftice  and  humanity  to  guard  the  meniory  of  the 
dead  againft  falfe  afperfions,  become  himfelf  a/>^r//V^^ 
crimms,  by  giving  his  fanftion  to  a  charge,  which  in 
the  very  face  of  it  carries  not  the  Icaft  air  of  truth. 
This  charge  is  made  by  an  avowed  enemy,  not  fronft 
his  own  knowledge,  but  from  hearfay ;  and  that  too  in 
the  moft  guarded  fnanner  j  notwithftanding  which  fuf^ 
picious  circumilances,  Dr«  Johnfon  alTumes  it  as  a 
truth,  and  forms  his  deduftions  from  it  accordingly. 
The  manner  in  which*  he  invalidates  the  anfwer  to  it. 
Is  moft  curious,  and  well  worthy  of  the  reader's  obfcr- 
vationj  where  he  fays,— *^  That  the  improbability  of 
fuch  a  coincidence  of  thoughts,  without  communica- 
tion, [ftill  you  fee  taking  the  fadt  for  granted]  is  not, 
in  my  opinion,  balanced  by  the  anonymous  proteftation 
prefixed,  in  which  all  knowledge  of  the  French  book 
is  peremptorily  difowned."  Now  the  only  reafon  here 
afligned  for  not  giving  due  credit  to  this  proteftation^ 
is,  that  it  is  anonymous;  and  in  that  cafe  we  are  never 
fo  give  credit  to  any  of  Swift's  publications,  as  they 
yficre  al|  anonymous,  except  his  letter  to  the  Earl  of 

Q  g  3  •     Ojcford, 
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Oxfordf  But  there  is  no  one  who  has  the  le^ft  know« 
ledge  of  ftyle,  that  is  not  as  fure  that  the  Apology  was 
written  by  Swift,  as  if  he  faw  it  in  his  own  hancj^t 
writing.  Or,  if  there  were  any  doubt,  his  letter  to 
Tooke  proves  it  beyond  all  contradiftion,  This  U 
fuch  an  inftance  of  grofs  prejudice,  and  want  of 
candoyr,  as  fbould  make  (he  -reader  cautious^  how  he 
give^i  any  credit  to  the  many  gther  mifreprefenta-: 
^ions  of  this  great  man's  charafter,  difperfed  through-i 
put  the  Work. 

If!  fpeaking  qf  Swift'si  political  writings,  he  fays^,— • 
^'  But  he  was  now  emerging  into  political  cp^itroverfy  5 
for  the  fame  year  prodyce^  the  Examiner^  of  which 
Swift  wrote  thirty-three  Papers.  In  ^rgunient  he  may 
l)e  alJowf^d  to  have  tb^  advantage,  y^.  but  with  regar4 
to  wit,  I  anri  afraid  none  of  Swift*s  Papers  will  be  foun4 
equal  to  thofe  Ity  which.  Mdifon  ofpofed  him.'*' 

Here  he  has  ihewn  a  rnoft  (hameful  ignorance  of  his 
fubjeftjj  by  faying  that  S\yift  was  oppofed  by  Addifon; 
for  had  he  only  turned  to  the  books,  he  would  have 
foqnd  thiJ  Addifon's  laft  Whig  Ej^aminer,  was  publiftir 
fd  Q<SlQbpri2,  1 7 10  5  and  Swift's,  firft  Examiner  on 
the  ipth  of  tfie  folijowing  November.  So  that  all  this, 
^>oaftcd  fppcriority  p(  Ad^ifqn  over  Swift  in  this  fup- 
pqfed  contcft,  falls  to  the  ground  5  and  I  believe  the 
podbpr  win  finci  it  hard  to  perfuade  the  world,  that  ei-? 
^her  Addifo^^  pf  any  nfian  that  ever  livedo  was  fuperlor 
%o  Swift  in  wit. 

Pn  ?tnother  Ihining  part  of  Swift^s  charafter,  he  makes 
the  following  rem^^k*  "  His  difintcreftednefs  has  been. 
^ike\\rife  nientioned,  6ff .  He  refufed,  indeed, .  fifty 
pounds  from  Lord  Oxford,  buit  he  itcceptcd  a^fterwards 
s^  draft  of  a  thoufand  upon  the  Excheqi\er^  wbjch  wasi 
intercepted  by  the  Qi?cen*s  death^  and  which  he  re- 
(ign^d,  as  h^  fays  hiaifelf>  rnulta  gemens,  witk  fna^  a 
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^$any  In  what  an  invidious  light  has  he  placed  this 
tranfaiStion.  But  this  is  a  common  artifice  of  malice, 
to  relate  bare  fa6ts,  without  any  of  the  concomitant 
circumftanccs,  which  may  place  thofe  fafts  in  a  very 
different  point  of  view.  As  they  arc  ftatcd  here,  the 
inference  to  be  drawn,  is,  that  though  Swift  rejefted 
the  offer  of  fo  paltry  a  fum  as  that  of  fifty  pounds^^ 
he  was  not  proof  againil  fo  large  a  bribe  as  that  of  a 
thoufand ;  and  this  naturally  follows  from  omitting  the 
circumftances  of  time  and  occafion.  When  Lord  Ox- 
ford prefcntcd  him  with  a  bill  for  fifty  pounds,  it  was 
ftt  an  early  period  of  their  acquaintance,  when  Swift 
engaged  to  employ  Yin  pen  in  behalf  of  the  meafures 
of  that  Miniftry ;  and  w,as  to  be  confidered  only  as  an 
earned  of  future  gratifications  of  the  fame  kind,  ac- 
cording to  his  future  merits.  We  have  feen  with  what 
indignation  he  rejected  this  intended  favour,  and  what; 
refentmcnt  he  fhewed  at  his  being  thus  put  on  the  foot- 
ing of  a  hireling  Writer.  He  afterwards  continued  his 
fervices  for  near  three  years  without  receiving  or  foli-* 
citing  any  reward ;  and  when  at  laft  the  Peanery  of 
St.  Patrick's  was  given  him,  he  told  Lord  Oxford  that 
he  ought  to  have  been  put  into  the  clear  poffeflion  of 
it,  and  not  be  obliged  to  borrow  money,  as  he  hated 
of  all  things  to  be  in  debt,  for  the  neceffary  expences 
attending  his  induftion  to  it.  His  claim  was  the 
ftronger  on  the  Miniftry  for  this,  as  he  was  not  at 
all  indebted  to  them  for  his  preferment,  which  he 
pw^d  entirely  to  the  friendfhjp  of  the  Duke  of  Or- 
mond.  I  believe  all  the  world  will  allow,  that,  had  he 
received  it,  this  would  have  been  but  a  poor  reward 
for  all  his  long  and  important  fervices ;  and  had  he 
pulhed  it,  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  it  would  have 
been  obtained.  But  finding  his  firft  hint  neglefted  by. 
l^prd  Oxford,  he  fcorned  to*prefs  it  any  farther  j   and 

^  %  \  the 
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thi  order  on  the  Exchequer  was  made  put  wjthotit  Kit 
partlcipatbn,  a|  has  b^eo  ihewn  befbrCi  under  the  Aorf 
ildrnifiiftrttiofi  of  J-»or4  Bolingljrokf.    The  latter  part 
of  the  fencence^'  and  ?irhich  he  refigned^  as  he  fayt 
himfelfi  i»Mr//ii  gem^43  ^tk  many  ii  |r^j|j,v^i^  ifritteif 
in  the  fanie  fpirit  with  the  reft :  for  it  is  evident  from 
the  whole  turn  of  the  letter  which  cpntains  thi^  pa04ge| 
that  Swift  ufed  this  phrafe  jocofcly,  whiiph  the  Po^of 
choofcs  to  take  in  4  ferious  light^  and  tranilate  literally* 
}t  was  impoflible  indeed  that  h^  could  have  the  lead 
iblicitude  about  it  at  the  tin)e  this  ktter  was  writj  in 
the  year  1726,  fourteen  years  softer  he  had  received  the 
order,    which  he  never  thought  of  prefenting.     Fof 
though  it  is  highly  probable,  from  the  great  favour 
which  he  then  (lood  in  with  tlie  Princefs^  and  the  civil 
reception  he  met  with  even  at  St.  James's,  that  upon 
proper  application  he  might  have  been  paid  th^  dci- 
inand,  tp  which  he  had    an  ec[uitable   right  j   yet  hi 
fcorned  tp  owe  any  obligation  to  a  Minifter,  of  whoft 
mcafures  he  fo  pntirely  dt&pproyec).     And  that  thi^ 
was  his  way  of  thinking  is  fully  proved  l^y  a  letter  writ* 
fen  to  Dr.  Sheridan  about  the  fame  time,  where  h« 
fays, — "  Tell  the  Archdeacon  that  I  never  aiked  for 
my  thoufand  pound,  which  he  heard  I  have  got|  al« 
though  I  mentioned  it  to  the  Princefs  the  laft  time  I 
faw  her,  but  I  bid  her.  tell  Walpolc  I  feoi^ned  to  allt 
him  for  it.'* 

But  of  all  the  charges  brought  againft  Swift,  ther^ 
is  one  of  the  moft  malignant  nature,  whiph  has  never 
even  been  hinted  at  by  any  other  Writer  5  and  is  utterlj: 
unfuppprted  by  any  evidence.  It  is  contained  in  tht 
following  paflage.  f '  Swift  was  popular  a  while  by  anr 
other  mode  of  bdieficence.  He  fct  afide  fome  hurt- 
^rcds  JO  be  lent  in  fmall  fums  to  the  poor,  from  fivi^ 
ngs>  I  think,  to  five  pounds.    He  took  no  inte- 

'  reft. 
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ftft,  and  only  required  that  at  repayment,  a  imall  fee 
fhould  be  given  to  the  accomptant  j  but  he  required 
fhat  the  ^ay  of  promifed  payment  fhould  be  exaftlf 
kept.  A  feyere  and  pun&ilious  temper  is  ill  qualifidf 
for  tranfaftions  with  the  poor  -,  the  day. was  often  bro- 
jken,  and  the  loan  was  not  repaid.  This  might  have 
been  eafily  forefeen  j  but  for  this  Swift  had  made  no 
provifion  of  patience  or  pity.  He  ordered  his  debtors 
fo  be  fued.  A  fevere  creditor  has  no  popular  charac- 
ter J  yffhat  then  was  likely  to  be  faid  of  him  who  cm* 
ploys  the  catchpoll  ynder  the  appearance  of  charity  ? 
The  clamour  againft  him  was  loud,  and  the  refcntment 
pf  the  pqpulace  outrageous;  he  was  therefore  forced 
to  drop  his  fcheme,  and  own  the  folly  of  cxpeftipg 
punftuality  from  the  poor/' 

Now  I  do  aflert,  from  my  own  knowledge,  that  there 
js  not  one  fyllable  of  truth  in  this  whole  account,  from 
the  beginning  to  the  end.  I  have  before  fhcwn  wha^. 
wife  precautions  Swift  took  to  prevent  any  diminutioil 
of  this  fund:  which  were  fo  cffcftuaL  that  it  held  out 
entire  to  the  lad,  and  the  circulation  of  it  continued 
unimpaired,  till  he  was  deprived  of  his  underftanding ; 
Its  numbers  of  families,  who  now  live  in  credit,  and 
who  originally  owed  their  eftablifliment  to  what  wai 
borrowed  from  that  fund,  can  atteft.  From  his  firft 
fetting  out  in  this  paflagc,  *e  fee  hqw  willing  the  Doc- 
tor was  to  depreciate  this  noble  charity,  where  he  fays,—- 
*'  He  fet  afide  fomc  hundreds  to  be  lent  in  fmall  fums 
to  the  poor,  from  fiire  ifaiilings,  I  think,  to  five  pounds.* 
Some  htmdreds,  may  mean  two  or  three  hundred ;  had 
he  confulted  any  of  his  Memoir  Writers,  he  would  have 
found  that  the  Aim  was  five  hundred  pounds  3  and  that 
it  was  lent  out,  not  in  imall  fums  from  five  fhillings  to 
five  pounds,  but  from  five  pounds  to  ten«  And  though 
the  DoOor  has  guarded  his  paltry  ium  of  five  fhil* 
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lings^:^  with  an— i  /i&/»i— what  apology  can  be  made  for 
<rQnjefture,  where  certainty  was  fo  eafily  to  be  obtained. 
As  to  the  cruelty  he  is  charged  with  tp  his  poor  debt* 
era,  whatever  report  of  that  fort  may  have  been  raifed 
in  London>  it  certainly  never  was  heard  of  in  Dublin  j 
but  whM  he  adds,  that,  on  this  account,  "  The  cla,- 
mour  againft  him  was  loud,  and  the  rcfcntmeiit  of  the 
populace  outrageous*'-7-one  cannot  help  being  aftonifh- 
cd  at  fo  confident  ^n  aflertion,  againft  a  faft  of  fuc^ 
public  notoriety  :  for  even  the  worft  maligners  of  the 
Deaxt  allow  that  no  man  ever  poflTefled  the  love  of  th^ 
populace  to  fo  high  a  degree  -,  and  it  is  well  knowft  io 
Dublin,  that  no  part  of  his  condudl  ever  gained  hina 
|a  much  popularity,  a&  this  well  devifed,  well  n^anaged 
cfearity.  If  the  Dofkor  had  any  authority  for  ^his  grols 
mifFeprefentation,  he  ought  to  have  produced  it;,  other- 
wise the  fcandal  may  be  brought  home  to  himfclC 
The  fcandal  not  only  of  attempting  to  deprive  Swift 
of  the  merit  of  fuch  a  noble  inftitutiorj,  but  by  fuclji 
mifreprcfcntatipn,  to  place  bis  charafter  in  a  moft  pdiou$. 
light. 

But  of  all  the  in(tances  that  occur  throughout  thif 
vorkjj  of  the  ftrong  bias  ift  the  Dodfccv's  mind,  to,  plac^ 
every  thing;  w^i;h  regard  to  Swift  ia  t^ic  worft  light,  na 
one  is  more  remarkable  than  the  accouat  he  gives  of 
fhc  forged  letters  fent  tQ  the  Queen  in  th,^  Deaa's 
narae,j  to  be  found  in  the  following  paffage  ^^  where 
fpcakir^  of  the  Queen,  he  fays,— -U  I  know^  no.t  whc*. 
thcr  (be  had  not,  in  her  turn,  fome  re^fon  for  comr- 
plaint,  A  lettem^as  feat  her,  ^not  fa  much  entreatiag^ 
as  requiring  her  patronage  of  Mrs.  Berber,  an  ingenious 
Irilhwoman,  who  was  then  beggiag  fubfcriptions  for 
her  Poems.  To  this  letter  was  fublcribed  the  nvK^c  of 
Swift,  undithas  all  the  appearances  of  bis  diaipn  and 
Jmimcm  i  but  it  was  not  written  in  his  hand>  and  ha^ 
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fpmc  liulc  improprieties. ..  When  he  was  charged  with, 
this  letter,  he  laid  hold  of  the  inaccuracies  and  i3rgc4 
the  improbability  of  the  accufation  j  hut  ncv^r  dcnic4 
it :  he  Ihufflej  between  cowardice  and  veracity,^  and 
t^lks  big  when  he  fays  nothing/'  In  anfwer  to  which, 
I  am  tempted  tq  lay  before  the  reader  Swift's  defence 
q{  himfdf,  though  fet  down  in  a  former  pUce,  left  it 
might  have  efcapcd  his  obfervation.  Tp.a  letter  f^oni 
his  friend  PopCj  inclofing  one  pf  thofc  forged  ones,  he 
make3  the  following  reply.  ^*  As  for  thofe  three  letters, 
you  mention,  fgppofcd  aU  to  be  written  by  rqe  to  the 
Queen,  on  Mrs,  Barber's  accoypt^  elpecially  the  letter 
which  bears  my  name,  I  can  only  fay  that  the  apprc-; 
henGons  one  may  be  apt  tq  have  of  a  friend's. doing  a 
foolilh  thing,  is  an  effe£l:  qf  kindnefs  1  and  God  knows 
who  15  free  from  playing  the  fool  fonrietinic  or  other^ 
But  in  fucb  a  degree,  as  tq  write  to  the  Queen,  who^ 
fiatb  ufed  rpe  ill  without  any  caufe,  and  to  write  in  fuch 
a  manner  a$  the  letter  you  fcnt  me,  and  in  fuch  a  ftylc, 
and  to  h^ve  fuch  d,  zeal  for  one  almoft  a  ftranger,  and 
to  make?  fuch  z,  defcription  of  a  woman,  as  tq  prefer 
her  before  all  mankind  ;  and  to  inftance  it  as  one  of  the 
greateft  grievances  of  Ireland,  that  her  Majefty  hath 
pot  encouraged  Mrs.  Barbqr,  a  woollen- draper's  wife 
declined  in. the  world,  bccaufc  (he  hath  a  knack  of  vcr- 
(ifyings  was,  to  fuppqfe,  or  fear,  a  folly  fo  tranfcend- 
cnt,  that  no  man  could  be  guilty  of,  who  was  not  fit 
for  Bedlam.  Yq^  know  the  letter  you  fent  inclofcd  is 
qot  my  hand,  and  why  I  fhould  difguife,  and  yet  fign 
iny  name,  is  unaccountable. — If  the  Queen  had  not  an 
inclinatipn  to  think  ill  of  me^,  (he  knows  me  too  well 
to  believe  in  her  own  heart  that  I  fhould  be  fuch  a  cox- 
comb," 6?r.  And  in  his  letter  to  Mrs.  Howard  upon 
^he  fanic  fubjeft,  he  thus  expreflcs  himfelf.  *'I  find, 
from  ftyer^l  inftances,  that  I  am  under  the  Queen's  dif- 

3  pleafurc  i 


^  THE    tiFE    OF 

pleafure ;  and,  as  it  is  ufoal  among  Princes,  witfiout 
any  nnanncr  of  rcafbn.  I  am  toM  there  were  three  let- 
ters fent  to  her  Migefty^  in  relation  to  one  Mrs.  Barber^i 
^ho  is  now  in  London,  and  foilcidng  for  a  fubfcriptioa 
to  her  Poems.  It  feems  the  Queen  thinks  that  tfcefc 
letters  were  written  by  me  j  and  I  fcorn  to  defend  mj^ 
fclf,  even  to  her  Majefty,  grounding  my  fcorn  upon  the 
opinion  I  had  of  her  juftice,  her  talte,  and  good  fenfc: 
cfpecially  when  the  laft  of  thofe  letters,  whereof  f  have 
juft  received  the  original  from  Mr.  Pope,  was  figned 
with  my  name :  and  why  I  fhould  difgoife  my  hand, 
which  you  know  very  well,  and  yet  write  my  name,  is 
both  ridiculous  and  unaccountable.*  Now,  I  appeal 
to  the  reader  whether  it  was  pofTible  for  a  man  to  have 
made  a  ftronger  defence  againft  fuch  a  charge.  Strong- 
er indeed  than  was  at  all  neceiTary  on  the  occafion,  as 
it  was  foon  difcovered  to  be  a  trick  of  feme  enemy  to 
render  him  ridiculous;  and  loft  all  credit  at  Court;  a^ 
we  find  by  an  anfwer  to  the  above  letter  from  Lady  Suf. 
folk,  in  which  (be  raillies  the  Dean  with  great  fpright- 
linefs.  **  Think  of  my  joy  to  hear  yoii  fufpefted  of 
folly  ;  think  of  my  pleafure  when  I  entered  the  lift  for 
your  juftification !  Indeed  I  was  a  little  difconcerted  to 
find  Mr.  Pope  took  the  fame  fide  j  for  I  would  have  had 
the  man  of  wit,  the  dignified  divine,  the  Irifli  Drapie* 
have  found  no  friend,  but  the  fiUy  woman  and  the 
Coprricr.  .  .  .  Now,  to  my  mortification,  I  find  every 
body  inclined  to  think  you  had  no  hand  in  writing  theft 
letters." 

This  impotent  attack  upon  the  Dean,  we  iind,  wa& 
ftifled  in  its  birth.  WWat  Ihall  we  fay  then  to  the  at- 
tempt made  by  Dr.  Johnfon  to  revive  it  at  this  diftance 
of  time,  in  order  to  level  him  with  the  loweft  of  man* 
kind,  by  three  grofs  imputations,  each  of  which  is  ut- 
terly incompatible  vith  the  whole  of  his  charafter } 
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And  thtfe-  are^  ao  lc6  than  folly,  fallhpod/  and  caw-, 
ardicc.  Folly  in  the  extreme,  in  fuppofing  him  to 
write  fuch  letters,  as  could  only  refleft  difgracc  on  hin\- 
ielf,  withoui  any  affignable  n:iativc  for  his  doing  £<iz 
fallfaood  of  the  worfl  kind,  as  prevarication  is  worl^ 
than  lying ;  and  cowardice  in  not  daring  tp  own  what 
he  had  done.  Who  is  there  that  knows  any  thing  of 
Swift,  his  utter  abhorrence  qf  every  fpeci^s  of  falfhood ; 
his  courage  to  fpeak  the  truth  in  the  face  of  Majcfty, 
with  the  fan!C  freedom  as  before  the  mcaneft  fubjed ; 
but  muit  be  ihocked.at  the  audacity  of  (he  man,  v^iio 
dared  to  fay  of  htrp, — ^'  He  fhuffles  between  cowardice 
-and  veracity,  and  talks  big  when  he  fsys  nothing," 

The  only  reafons  afllgned  by  the  DoAor  for  his  be- 
lieving that  the  letters  were  really  written  by  Swift,  arc 
thefe. 

ift.  To  this  letter  was  fubfcrihcd  the  name  of  Swift, 
and  it  has  all  the  appearances  iff  bis  diSlion  and  Jentimmts. 
Now  I  will  appeal  to  any  one  of  tafte  acquainted  with 
.Swift's  ftyle,  whether  there,  ever  was  a  more  clumfy 
imitation  attempted,  both  with  regard  to  thoughts  and 
exprefllon.  It  bears  indeed  as  little  refemblance  to  his, 
as  one  of  Overton's  wooden  prints,  to  the. copper-plate 
of  Hogarth. 

ad.  When  he  was  charged  with  this  letter,  he  laid 
hold  of  the  inaccuracies,  and  urged  the  improbability 
of  the  accufation,  but  never  denied  it.'*  That  is  to  fay, 
becaufe  Swift  does  not  in  expreft.  terms  fay,  "  I  did 
not  write  thofe  letters/'-— therefore  he  docs  not  deny  it. 
But  his  indignation  at  fo  bafe  a  charge  was  top  great  to 
anfwer  it  only  by  a  fimple  denial  i  to  his  friend  Pope  he 
refutes  it  by  fuch  forcible  arguments,  as  fhewed  the  im- 
pofllbiiity  of  his  being  capable  of  fuch  an  egregious 
piece  of  folly,  unlefs,  as  he  exprefles  it,  he  were  fit  for 
Bedlam,     ^l  To  the  Queen  indeed  (as  he  nobly  fays) 

1  fcorn 
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1  fcorn  to  defend  myfelf  i  grounding  my  fcom  tipdli 
the  opinion  1  had  df  her  jufticei   her  tafte^  and  igood 

While  the  Doftof  was  itialicioufly  endeavouring  to 
fix  the  ftaih  of  a  bafe  prevarication  oh  Swift>  he  did 
not  forcfec  that  the  charge-** 

Would,,  like  adevilifh  engine^  back  recoil 
Upon  himfclf.  MiLTOif* 

For,  as  it  is  a  received  ttpinion  in  thfc  world,  that  liieh 
judge  of  others  by  thfemfelves,  there  is  no  one  who  fees 
fo  vile  an  imputation,  thrown  on  fo  exajtcd  a  charad»- 
ter,  upon  fuch  bad  grounds,  but  will  fuppgfc  the  Doc- 
tor capable  of  afting  in  that  manner  himl^f^  under 
(imilar  circumdances. 

It  were  a  tedious  bufinefs  to  follow  the  Do&ot 
through  many  other  paflages  equally  reprehcnfible  j 
but  by  thofe  which  I  have  already  expofcd,  1  have 
ftiewn  how  little  credit  is  to  be  given  to  the  reft.  All 
candid  readers  of  the  other  Lives  written  by  this  Bio- 
grapher, will  fee  how  envioufly  he  has  endeavoured  tt> 
depreciate  the  Charafters,  or  WorkSj  of  men  of  thie 
grcateft  genius,  and  to  exalt  others  of  little  fame.  Of 
this  he  has  given  a  remarkable  inftance  in  the  very 
next  Life  to  that  of  Swift,  which  may  be  Cofifidered  as 
an  antidote  to  his  poifon.  What  will  pofterity  fay  wheti 
they  fee  the  Life  of  Savage  extended  to  double  the 
number  of  pages  occupied  by  that  of  Swift  ?  When 
they  (hall  find  the  Writings  of  thef  one,  not  a  line  of 
which  will  probably  defcend  to  them,  highly  extolled  ^ 
and  the  Works  of  the  immortal  Swift,  either  con- 
demned, or  nightly  praifed  ?  When  they  (hall  fee  every 
art  ufed  to  palliate  the  aftions  of  one  of  the  worft  of 
men^  and  place  his  character  in  the  moflE  favourable 

light  I 
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light;  and  all  the  ingenuity  of  malice  exerted  to  mif- 
reprf  fent  the  conduft,  and  vilify  the  charafter  of  out 
of  the  bcft?  But  whatever  pains  the  Doftor  nnay  haVfc 
taken  in  drawing  all  thefc  portraits  of  our  Poets,  they 
will  never  be  confidered  as  likencffcS  i  except  his  own^ 
Which  he  has  unwarily  handed  down  to  future  ages,  in 
fuch  ftrong  features,  that  the  refemblance  never  caa  bfc 
doubted. 

In  oppofition  to  all  the  maligners  of  Swifr^  mofl:  of 
whom  were  fuch —  ' 

jis  neither,  knew  hU  facuhies  cr  perf on  Shaku^ 

1  (hall  oppofe  the  teftimony  of  two  itien,  who  were  of 
his  intimate  acquaintartce  fdr  more  than  twenty  years. 
Dr.  Dclany,  and  Dr.  Stopford.  The  fir^  concludes 
his  anfwer  to  Lord  Orrery  in  the  foHowtng  manner* 

*'  My  Lord,  when  you  confider  Swift's  Angular,  pe- 
culiar, and  moft  variegated  vein  of  wit,  alwayi  in- 
tended rightly,  although  not  always  righriy  dire&jbd^ 
delightful  in  many  inftances,  and  falutary,  even  where 
it  b  moft  ofFenfive  ;  when  you  confider  his  ftrift  truth, 
his  fortitude  in  refifting  opprcflioh,  and  arbitrary 
power ;  his  fidelity  in  friendfhip ;  his  fincere  love  and 
«eal  for  religion  ;  his  uprightncfs  in  making  right  re- 
folutions,  and  his  fteady  adherence  to  them  :  his  cart? 
of  his  church,  its  choir,  its  ceconomy,  and  its  income  : 
his  attention  to  all  thofe  that  preached  in  his  Cathedral, 
in  order  to  their  amendment  in  pronunciation  and  ftyle  i 
as  alfo  his  remarkable  attention  to  the  intcreft  of  hrs 
fucceffors,  preferably  to  his  own  prefent  emoluments ; 
his  invincible  patriotifm,  even  to  a  country  which  he 
did  not  love  j  his  very  various,  well-devifcd,  well 
judged,  and  cxtenfive  charities,  throughout  his  life  ; 
and  his  whole  fortune  conveyed  to  the  fame  Chriftiah 

purpofcs 
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porpofes  at  his  death :  charities^  from  which  he  cdiii^i 
enjoy  oo  honour^  advantage^  or  fatisfaftioo  q(  any 
Jkiiidy  in  this  world. 

When  you  coofider  his  ironical  and  humourous^  as 
well  as  his  fcrious  fchcnncs  for  the  promotion  of  true 
religion  and  virtue;  bis  fuccefs  in  foliciting  for  the  firft 
fruits  and  twentieths^  to  the  unfpeakable  benefit  of  the 
cicablifhed  Church  of  Ireland  ;  and  his  felicity  (to  rate 
it  no  higher)  in  giving  occafion  to  the  building  of 
fifty  new  churches  in  London. 

All  this  confidered^  the  character  of  his  Life  will 
appear  like  that  of  his  Writings^  they  will  both  l^ar 
to  be  re-conQdered)  and  re-examined  with  the  utmoft 
attention ;  and  will  always  difcover  new  beauties  an(l 
excellencies*  upon  every  examination. 

They  will  bear  to  be  conQdered  as  the  Sun*  in  which 
the  brightnefs  will  hide  the  blemifhes ;  and  whenever 
petulant  ignorance,  pride,  malice*  malignicyj  or  envy 
interpofes*  to  doud*  or  fully  his  fame*  I  will  take  up* 
on  me  to  pronounce  the  eclipfe  will  not  laft  long. 

To  conclude. — No  roan  ever  dcfcrved  better  of  any 
country*  than  Swift  did  of  his.  Afteady*  perfevcring* 
inflexible  friend :  a  wife*  a  watchful*  and  a  faithful 
Counfellor  under  many  fevere  trials*  and  bitter  perfe- 
cutions*  to  the  manifest  hazard  both  of  his  liberty  and 
fortune. 

He  lived  a  blefling,  he  died  a  benefactor*  and  his 
name  will  ever  live  an  honour  to  Ireland.** 

The  other  was  written  in  Latin*  by  Dr.  Stopford> 
Bilhop  of  Cloyne  j  a  man  inferior  to  none  of  hi's  time 
in  learning*  benevolence*  and  piety ;  adorned  with  all 
the  qualities  that  conftitute  the  fcholar*  the  gentleman* 
and  the  Chriftian.  Swift*  on  an  early  acquaintance* 
foon  diftinguiflied  fo  excellent  a  charafter,  took  him 
into  his  confidence*  became  his  patron*  and  never  cea^- 

fed 
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fed  his  good  offices  till,  from  a  junfor  fellow  the  of  Col- 
fcgCj  he  faifcd  him  to  that  high  rank,  fo  fuited  to  hii 
merit.  The  good  Bifliop,  who  always  acknowledged 
that  he  owed  every  ftep  of  his  preferment  entirely  to 
Swifr>  paid,  the  following  tribute  to  the  memory  of  his 
deceafed  friend  and  benefadlor. 


MEMORISE  JoNATH.  Swift,  S. 

OUE  M  vivum  ex  animo  coluit,  amico  liceat  mor- 
tuum  deflere>  atquc  hoc  qualicunque  fungi  mu*^ 
ftere. 

A.C.  1745;  Oftobris  die  ig"*.  obiit  Jokathaw  Swift 
t)ecaniis  EccliefiaB  Cathedralis  Sanfti  Patricii  Dublini- 
cnGs ;  vixit  annos  feptuaginta  feptem,  decem  menfes, 
19  dies. 

Vir  ultra  quam  homini  conceflum  videtur,  maximis 
Crnatus  virtutibus.  Vires  ingenii  mirandse  potius, 
qaam  a  quoquam  exoptanda^ ;  quas  exefcuit  prsecipue 
in  politicis  &  poetica^ 

Incorruptus  inter  peflimos  mores ;  magni  atque  con* 
ftantiis  animii  libertatis  fempcr  ftudiofiffimus,  atqj  nof- 
tri  reipublicse  ftatus,  a  Gothis  quondam  fapienter  infti- 
tuti,  laudator  perpetuus,  propugnator  acerrimus.  Cu- 
jus  tamen  formam,  ambicu  &  largicione  adeo  fsedatam 
Ut  vix  nunc  dignofci  pofHt,  f^pius  indignabujidus  plo- 
rabat. 

Patriise  aVnore  flagrans  fortem  Hiberniae,  quoties  de- 
flevit !  quoties  laboranti  fubvenit !  Teftis  epiftolas  illas  . 
rtunquam  intericurae,  quibus,  infulam  mifere  labantem, 
jamque  juga  ahenea  fubeuntem,  erexit,  confirmavit| 
impiis  inimicorum  conatibus  fortitcr  infra6tis,.prQfl:ratis» 

Privatam  fi  infpicias  vitam,  cum  illo  gratias,  lepo- 
Jts,  Tales  interiiffe  dicas  j   quibus  fuaviflimc  fermones 

H  h  conditio 
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conditi,  fummo  tamcn  cum  dccore,  utpote  cui  unicS^ 
propoTitum,  quod  verum,  quod  decens^  acnicis  &:  ci^ 
vibus  fuis  affiduc  commendarc. 

Ncckvior^flagitiorumvindcx,  fraudes,  ambitionem^ 
airantiam>  didis  accrrime  laceravic,  exemplo  felicicer 
^ppreflit. 

Erga  bonos  comis,  libcralis,  pius,  commodis  ami- 
corum  anxie  infcrvicns;  pro  paiJperibus  fcmpcr  follici- 
tus ;.  quorum  egcftati  in  hac  urbe  mire  confuluit,  pccu- 
nii  mutuo  data  in6mis  arcificum,  in  rata,  eaque  exigua 
portiooe  per  fcptimanas  rependcnda,  unde  mulci  pan- 
pcrtati  jam  fuccumbentes,  fefe  paulatim  cxpcdierunt. 

Idem,  abdmentia;  exemplar  antiquum,  parce  atqi 
duricer  rem  famiiiarem  adminiflrkvic ;  quafq^  fibi  inu- 
tiles  fpernebat  opes,  fedulo  tamen  comparacas,  domui 
hofptcali  condendas,  moriens  magnifice  legavit :  ubi 
idiota;  &  lunatici,  collaci  muneris  ignari^  pie  Temper 
tra£tarentur. 

Hie  vir,  tantus,  talifque,  qui  vividis  ingenii  viribus 
kinge  genus  humanum  fuperabat,  a  civibus  ingratis  diu 
negle&^s,  magnacum  invidiam  fepius,  gratiam  vix  un- 
4]uam  expertus^  triginta  duos  annos  latuit  in  Hibernia^ 
nullo  ultra  decanatum  infignitus  ticulo;  quod  tamen 
illi  pro  votis  accidiflc  inter  amicos  conftat,  quippe  cui 
femper  in  ore  erati  Non  tam  refcrre,  quo  generc  hono- 
fum  (is  ornatus,  quam  a  quibus  &  inter  quos» 

Tandem  fenio,  atq;  intolerandis  capitis  doloribus 
confeftus,  mente,  rocmdria,  fenfu  paulatim  deficienti- 
bus,  jamqs  penitus  extindtis,  per  quatuor  poflremos 
\itas  annos>  inter  moerentes  amicos  mortuus  vixit; 
quem  tamen  omni  laude  dignifllmum  rite  confecranc 
divina  ingenii  lumilia. 

I  ffiall  clofe  my  account  of  this  extraordinary  man^ 
%ith  laying  open  one  leading  parx  of  his  charadter^ 

v^hicfa^ 
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which  may  fervc  as  a  clue  to  the  whole.  He  was  per- 
haps the  moft  difinterefted  mani  that. ever  lived. .  Na 
felfifli  motive  ever  influenced  any  part  of  his  conduft^ 
He  loved  virtue  for  its  own  fake,  and  was  content  it 
fhould  be  its  own  reward.  The  means  to  arrive  at 
rank,  fortune,  and  fanie,  the  three  great  objeds  of 
purfuit  in  othtf  men,  though  all  thrown  in  his  ,way, 
he  utterly  defpifcd,  fatisfied  with  having  deferved  them* 
The  fame  principle  operated  equally  on  the  author,  as 
on  the  man;  as  he  never  put  his  name  to  his  Works, 
nor  had  any  foli<:itudc  about  thtm,  after  they  had  once 
made  their  appearance  in  the  world.  The  lart  aft  of 
his  life  (hewed  how  far  he  made  this  a  rule  of  conduft, 
in  his  choice  of  the  charity  to  which  he  bequeathed  his 
fortune  j  leaving  it  for  the  fupport  of  -Idiots  and  Lu- 
natics, beings  that  could  never  know  their  benefaftor. 

Upon  the  whole,  when  we  confider  his  charafter  as 
a  man,  perfeftly  free  from  vice,  with  few  frailties,  and 
fuch  exalted  virtucsj  and  as  an  author,  poflefled  of 
fuch  uncommon  talents,  fuch  an  original  vein  of  hu- 
mour, fuch  an  ipexhauftible  fund  of  wit,  joined  to  fo 
clear  and  folid  an  underftanding  5  when  we  behold  thefe 
two  charafters  united  in  one  and  the  farme  perfon;  per-* 
haps  it  will  npt  be  thought  too  bold  an  aflertion,  to 
£iy,  that  his  parallel  is  not  to  be  found  either  in  th4 
hUtory  of  ancient  or  modern  times, 
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ANECDOTES 

i 

I  O  F     T  H  E 

FAMILY    OF    SWIFT. 

A     FRAGMENT. 

'^  Written  by  Dr.  Swift. 

The  original  Manufcript  in  his  own  Hand  is  lodged 
in  the  Univeriity  Library  of  Dublin. 


TH  E  family  of  the  Swifts  was  ancient  in  York- 
fhire;  from  them  defccnded  a  noted  perfon, 
who  paffed  under  the  name  of  Cavaliero  Swift,  a  man 
of  wit  and  humour.  He  was  made  an  Irifh  Peer  by^ 
King  James  or  King  Charles  the  Firft,  with  the  title  o'f 
Baron  Carlingford,.  but  never  was  In  that  kingdom. 
Many  traditional  pleafant  Ilories  are  related  of  him, 
which  the  family  planted  in  Ireland  hath  received  from 
their  parents.  This  Lord  died  without  iffue  male^ 
and  his  heirefs>  whether  of  the  firfl^r  fecond  defcent, 
was  married  to  Robert  Fielding,  Efqj  commonly  called 
handfome  Fielding;  (he  brought  him  a  confiderablc 
eftate  in  Yorkfhire,  which  he  fquandered  away,  but 
had  no  children ;  the  Earl  of  Eglington  married  ano- 
ther coheirefs  of  the  fame  family,  as  he  hath  often 
told  me. 

Another 
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Another  of  the  fame  family  was  Sir  Edward  Swift, 
well  known  in  the  times   of  the  great  rebellion  and' 
ufurpation,  but  I  am  ignorant  whether  he  left  heirs  or 
not. 

Of  the  other  branch,  whereof  the  greatefl:  part 
fettled  in  Ireland,  the  founder  was  William  Swift, 
Prebendary  of  Canterbury,  towards  the  laft  years  of 
Queen  Elifabeth,  and  during  the  reign  of  King  Janries 
tiic  Firft.  He  was  a  Divine  of  fome  diftinftion  :  there 
is  a  fermon  of  his  extant,  and  the  title  is  to  be  feen  in 
the  catalogue  of  the  Bodleian  Library,  but  I  never 
could  get  a  copy,  and  I  fuppofe  it  would  now  be  of 
little  value. 

This  William  married  the  heirefs  of  Philpot,^  I  fup- 
pofe a  Yorkfhire  Gentleman,  by  whom  he  got  a  very 
eonfiderable  cftate,  which  however  (be  kept  in  her  own 
power  i  I  know  not  by  what  artifice.  She  was  a  ca^^ 
pricious,  ill-natured  and  paflionate  woman,  of  which 
I  have  been  told  feveral  inftances.  And  it  hath  been 
a  continual  tradition  in  the  family,  that  flie  abfolutely 
difinherited  her  only  fon  Thomas,  for  no  greater  crime 
than  that  of  robbing  an  orchard  when  he  was  a  boy. 
And  thus  much  is  certain,  that  except  a  church  or 
chapter  leafe,  which  was  not  renewed,  Thomas  never 
enjoyed  more  than  one  hundred  pounds  a  year,  which 
was  all  ^t  Goodrich,  in  Hereford  (hi  re,  whereof  not 
above  one  half  is  now  in  the  poffeflion  of  a  great- 
gr^at  grandfon. 

His  original  pifture  is  now  in  the  hands  of  Godwin 
Swift,  of  Dublin,  Efq;  his  great  grandfon,  as  well  as 
that  of  his  wife's^  who  feems  to  have  a  good  deal  of 
the  (hrew  in  her  countenance  5  whofe  arms  of  an 
heirefs  are  joined  with  his  own  ;  and  by  the  laft  he 
feems  to  have  been  a  perfon  fomewhat  fantaftick  j  for 
in  thefe  he  gives  as  his  device  a  dolphin  (in  thofe  days 

H  h  3  Called 
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called  a  Swift)  twifted  about  aa  anchor>  with  this 
noottOj  Fejiiua  Lente. 

There  is  likewife  a  feal  with  the  fame  coat  of  armsr 
(his  not  joined  with  his  wife's)  which  the  faid  Williaoi 
coaimonly  made  ufc  of,  and  this  is  alfo  now  iq  the  pof- 
Je/Hon  of  Godwin  Swift  above  mentioned. 

His  eldcft  fon  Thomas  fcems  to  have  been  a  Clergy- 
man before  his  father's  death.  He  was  Vicar  of  Good- 
rich, in  Herefordfhire,  within  a  mile  or  two  of  Rofs : 
he  had  likewife  another  church  livings  with  about  oae 
hundred  pounds  a  year  in  land,  as  I  have  already  men- 
tioned. He  builc  a  houfe  on  his  own  land  in  the  vil-^ 
lage  of  Goodrich  ;  which,  by  the  architefture,  denotes 
the  builder  to  have  been  fomewhat  whimfical  and  fin- 
gular,  and  very  much  towards  a  projeftor.  The  houfe 
is  above  a  hundred  years  old,  and  ftill  in  good  repair^^ 
inhabited  by  a  tenant  of  the  female  line,  but  the  land- 
lord, a  young  Gentleman,  lives  upon  his  own  cftate  in 
Ireland. 

This  Thomas  was  diftinguilhed  by  his  courage,  as 
Well  as  his  loyalty  to  King  Charles  the  Firft,  and  the 
fufFerings  he  underwent  for  that  Prince,  more  than  any 
perfon  of  his  condicion  in  England.  Some  hiftorians 
pf  thofe  times  relate  feveral  particulars  of  what  he  aded^ 
and  what  hardfliips  he  underwent  for  the.  perfbn  and 
caufc  of  that  bleffed  martvr'd  Prince.  He  was  plun- 
dered  by  the  Roundheads  fix  and  thirty  times,  fome 
fay  above  fifty.  He  engaged  his  fmall  cftate,  and  ga- 
thered all  the  money  he  could  get,  quilted  it  in  his 
vraiftcoat,  got  off  to  a  town  held  for  the  King,  where 
being  aflied  by  the  G9vernor^  who  knew  him  well^ 
what  he  could  do  for  his  Majefty  ?  Mi%  Swift  faid,  he 
would  give  the  King  his  coat,  and,  ftripping  it  off", 
prefentcd  it  to  the  Governor ;   who  obferving  it  to  be 

worth  jittlcj  Mr.  Swift  faid^  then  uHc  my  waiftcQV; 

he 
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i\e  bid  the  Governor  weigh  it  in  his  hand>  wh6  ordering  - 
it  to  be  ripped,  found  k  lined  with  three  hundred  // 
i)r65ad  pieces  of  gold,  which  as  it  proved  a  reafoftable 
wlief,  raiuft  be  allowed  an  extraordinary  fuppIV  from  i 
private  Clergyman  with  ten  children,  of  a  fmafl  eftate,  // 
lb  often  plundered,  and  foon  after  turned '  oiit  of  his 
Jivings  in  the  church. 

At  another  time  being  informed  thaft  three  htrndrefl 
iorfc  of  the  rebel  party  intended  in  a  week  to  pafs  over 
a  certain  river,  upon  an  attempt  againft  tht  Cavaliers^ 
Mr.  Swift  having  a  head  mechanically  turflfed,  he  con- 
trfved  certain  pieces  of  iron  with  three  fpikf^s,  wheredf 
one  m&ft  always  be  with  the  point  upwards:  he  placed 
them  ovtr^night  in  the  ford,'  where  he  received  notice 
that  the  rebels  would  pa^  early  the  next  morning,  which 
they  accordingly  did,  and  loft  two  hdndV^d  of  their 
-iioeft,  who  were  drowned  or  trod  to  death  by  the  falling' 
,6f  their  horfes,  or  torn  by  the  fpikes. 

Hi«  fons,  whereof  foXir  were  fettled  in  Ireland  (dri- 
ven thither  by  their  fufferings,  and  by  the  death  of  their 
father)  related  many  other  paflages,  which  they  learned 
cither  from  their  father  himfelf,  or  froAi  what  had  been 
told  thtm  by  the  moft  credible  perfons  of  Hereford-  ^ 
ihire,  and  fome  neighbourirtg  courtties ;  and  which 
fomc  of  thofe  fons  often  told  to  their  children ;  many 
of  which  are  ftill  remembered,  but  many  more  for- 
got. 

He  was  deprived  of  both  his  church  livings  fooner 
than  moft  other  loyal  Clergymen,  upon  account  of  his 
fuperior  zeal  for  the  King's  caufe,  and  his  eftate  fequef- 
tered.  His  preferments,  at  leaft  that  of  Goodrich, 
were  given  to  a  fanatical  faint,  who  fcrupled  not,  how- 
ever, to  conform  Upon  the  Reftoration,  and  lived  many 
years,  I  think  till  after  the  Revolution :  I  have  fcen 
many  perfons  at  Goodrich,  who  knew  and  told  me  his 
iiamca  which  I  cannot  now  remember* 

H  h  4  TM 
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The  Lord  Trcafurer  Oxfgrd  told  the  Dean  that  he 
had  among  hi$  feth^r'j  (Sir  Edward  Harlcy's)  papers^ 
fevcral  letters  from  Mr.  Thomas  Swift  writ  in  thofe 
times,  which  he  promiftd  to  give  to  the  grandfon, 
whofe  life  I  ^m  now  writings  but  never  going  to  his 
houfe  in  Herefordlhire  while  he  was  Treafurer,  and 
the  Queen's  death  happening  in  three  days  after  his  rc» 
tnoval,  the  Dean  went  to  Ireland,  and  the  Earl  being 
tried  for  his  life,  ^nd  dying  whije  the  Dean  was  in  Ire*- 
land,  he  cpuld  never  get  them, 

Mr.  Thomas  Swift  died  in  the  year  1658,  and  in  the 
63d  year  of  his  ^ge  1  his  body  lie^  under  the  altar  at 
Goodrich,  with  a  fhort  infcription.  He  died  about  two 
•years  before  the  return  of  King  Charles  the  Second, 
who  by  th?  recommendation  of  fbme  prelates  had  pra- 
mifed,  if  ever  God  fhould  rcftore  him,  that  he  would 
promote  Mr,  Swift  in  the  churchy  and  other  ways  rc^- 
ward  his  family,  for  his  extraordinary  fervices  and  zeal, 
?nd  perfecutions  in  the  royal  <:4ufe ;  but  Mr.  Swift's 
•jnerit  died  with  himfelf. 

He  left  ten  fons  and  three  qf  four  daughters,  moft 
of  which  lived  to  be  n^en  4nd  women  ;  hU  eldeft  fon 
Godwin  S^ffiSty  Jo{  the  Inncr-^Templc,  Efq;  (fo  ftiled 
by  GuillerjEi  the  herald;  in  whofe  book  the  family  is  dc- 
fcribed  at  large)  was  I  think  called  to  the  bar  before 
the  Reftoration.  He  married  a  relation  of  the  old 
Marchionefs  of  Ormond,  and  upon  that  account,  a^; 
well  as  bis  father's  loyalty,  the  old  puke  of  Ormond 
made  him  his  attorney-geqeral  in  the  palatinate  of 
^^  Tipper^ry.  He  bad  four  wives,  one  of  which,  to  the 
great  offence  of  his  family,  was  coheirefs  to  Admiral 
Deane,  who  was  one  qf  the  Regicides.  Godwin  left 
fevcral  children,  who  have  all  cftates.  He  was  an  ill- 
,  pleader,  but  perhaps  a  littlp  ?qq  df  xt^oys  in  %\it  fubtje 
mng  of  the  l^w, 

Th<? 
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I'hc  fccond  fon  of  Mr.  Thomas  Swift  was  called  by 
the  fame  name,  was  bred  at  Oxford,  and  took  orders. 
He  married  the  eldeft  daughter  of  Sir  William  D'Ave- 
nant,  but  died  young,  and  left  only  one  fon,  who  was 
alfo  called  Thomas,  and  is  now  Re£tor  of  Putenham 
in  Surry.  His  widow  lived  long,  was  extremely  poor, 
and  in  part  fupported  by  the  famous  Dr.  South,  who 
had  been  her  hufband's  intimate  friend. 

The  reft  of  his  fons,  as  far  as  I  can  call  to  mind, 
were  Mr.  Dryden  Swift,  called  fo  after  the  name  of  his 
mother,  who  was  a  near  relation  to  Mr,  Dryden  the 
j[^oet.  William,  Jonathan,  and  Adam,  who  all  lived 
ind  died  in  Ireland ;  but  none  of  them  left  male  iffue 
except  Jonathan,  who  befide  a  daughter  left  one  fon, 
born  feven  months  after  his  father's  death  1  of  whofe 
)ife  I  intend  to  write  a  few  memorials. 

J,  S.  D.  D.  and  D.  of  St.  P  ■ ,  was  the  only  fon 
of  Jonathan  Swift,  who  was  the  fcventh  or  eighth  foa 
of  Mr.  Thomas  Swift  above  mentioned,  fo  eminent  for 
his  loyalty  and  his  fufferings^ 

His  father  died  young,  about  two  years  after  his  mar- 
riage:  he  had  fome  employments  and  agencies ;  his 
death  was  much  lamented  on  account  of  his  reputation 
for  integrity,  with  a  tolerable  good  underftanding. 

He  married  Mrs.  Abigail  Erick,  of  Lciccfterlhirc, 
defcended  from  the  moft  ancient  family  of  the  Ericks, 
who  derive  their  lineage  from  Erick  the  Forefter,  a 
great  commander,  who  raifed  an  army  to  oppofe  the 
invaGon  of  Williani  the  Conqueror,  by  whom  he  wais 
vanquilbed,  but  afterwards  employed  to  command  that 
Prince's  forces;  and  in  his  old  age  retired  to  his  houfe 
in  Leiccftcrlhire,  where  his  family  hath  continued  ever 
iince,  but  declining  every  age,  and  are  now  in  the  con^ 
dition  of  very  private  gentlemen. 

This  marriage  was  on  both  fides  very  indifcreet,  for 
His  VJf^  brought  her  bufl?^nd  Jittl?  or  no  fortune  |  and 

hi$ 
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J)ts  death  happening  fo  fuddenly,  before  he  could  make 
a  fufficient  eftablilfament  for  bis  family,  bi»  fon  (noc' 
then  born)  hath  oCtcn  been  heard  to  fay,  that  he  feic 
the  confequences  of  that  marriage,  not  only  through 
the  whole  courfe  of  his  education,  but  during  th^ 
greateft  part  of  his  life. 

He  was  born  in  Dublin,  on  St.  Andrew's  day;  and 
when  he  was  a  year  old,  an  event  happened  to  him  that 
feems  very  unufuali  for  his  nurfe,  who  was  a  woman 
0f  Whitehaven,  being  under  an  abfohitc  neccffity  of 
icoing  one  of  her  relations,  who  was  then  extremely 
£ck,  and  from  whom  fhe expected  a  legacy;  and  being 
extremely  foftd  of  the  infant,  (he  ftole  him  on  j(hip- 
board  unknown  to  his  mother  and  uncle,  ^nd  carried 
bim  with  her  to  Whitehaven,  where  he  continued  for 
almoft  three  years.  For,  when  the  matter  was  difco- 
vered,  bis  mother  fent  orders  by  all  means  not  to  ha- 
2ard  a  fecond  voyage,  till  he  could  be  bettter  able  to 
tear  it.  The  nurfe  Was  fo  careful  of  him,  that  before 
he  returned  he  had  learnt  to  fpcU  j  and  by  the  time 
that  he  was  five  years  old,  he  could  read  any  chapter 
in  the  bible.         v      . 

After  his  return  to  Ireland,  be  was  fent  at  fix  years 
years  old  to  the  fichool  of  Kilkenny,  from  whence  at 
fourteen  he  was  admitted  into  the  univeriity  at  Dublin  -, 
where  by  the  ill  treatment  of  his  nearell  relations,  he 
was  fo  difcouraged  ^nd  funk  in  his  fpirits,  that  he  too 
much  neglected  fome  parts  of  his  academick  ftudies : 
for  which  he  had  no  great  reliih  by  nature,  and  turned 
himfelf  to  reading  hiftory  and  poetry  i  fo  that  when 
the  time  came  for  taking  his  degrees  of  Batchelor,  al- 
though he  had  lived  with  great  regularity  and  due  ob- 
fervance  of  the  ftatutes,  he  was  flopped  of  his  degree 
for  dulnefs  and  infuSiciency ;  and  at  lad  hardly  admit- 
ted in  a  manner,  little  to  his  credit>  which  is  called  in 
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that  coHegc,  Jpeciali  gratia.  And  this  difcrcditabic 
mark,  as  I  am  told,  ftands  i3pon  record  in  their  college 
r^giftcry. 

The  troubles  then  breaking  out,  he  went  to  his  mo- 
ther, who  lived  in  Leicefter;  and  after  continuing  there 
fome  months,  he  was  received  by  Sir  William  Temple^ 
whofe  father  had  been  a  great  friend  to  the  family,  and 
who  was  now  retired  to  his  houfe  called  Moor-park,  near 
Farnham  in  Surry^  where  he  continued  for  about  two 
years :  for  he  happened  before  twenty  years  old,  by  a  fur- 
feit  of  fruit,  to  contrad  a  giddinefs  and  coldnefs  of  fto- 
mach,  that  almoft  brought  him  to  his  grave ;  and  this 
diforder  purfued  him  with  intermifiions  of  two  or  three 
years  to  the  end  of  his  life.  Upon  this  occafion  he  re- 
turned  to  Ireland,  by  advice  of  phyiicians,  who  weakly 
imagined  that  his  native  air  might  be  of  fome  ufe  to  re- 
cover his  health :  but  growing  worfe,  he  foon  went  back 
to  Sir  William  Temple  j  with  whom  growing  into  fome 
confidence,  he  was  often  trufted  with  matters  of  great 
importance.  King  William  had  a  high  cftcem  for  Sir 
William  Temple  by  a  long  acquaintance,'  while  that 
Gentleman  was  Ambaflador  and  Mediator  of  a  general 
peace  at  Nimeguen.  The  King  foon  after  his  expedition 
to  England,  vifited  his  old  friend  often  at  Sheen,  and 
took  his  advice  in  affairs  of  greateft  confcquence.  But 
Sir  William  Temple,  weary  of  living  fo  near  London, 
and  refolving  to  retire  to  a  more  private  fccne,  bought  an 
cfta_te  near  Farnham  in  Surry,  of  about  100 1,  ayear, 
where  Mr.  Swift  accompanied  him. 

About  that  time  a  bill  was  brought  into  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  for  Triennial  Parliaments  y  again  ft  which,  the 
King,  who  was  a  ftranger  to  our  Conftitution,  was  very 
svcrfe,  by  the  advice  of  fome  weak  people,  who  perfuaded 
the  Earl  of  Portland,  that  King  Charle§  the  Ficft  loft  his 
crown  and  life  by  confenting  to  pafs  fuch  a  bill.    The 
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Earl,  who  was  a  weiak  man,  came  down  to  Moor-park, 
by  his  Majefty's  orders,  to  have  Sir  Wiiriam  Temple's 
advice,  who  faid  much  to  fhew  him  the  miftake.  But 
he  continued  ftill  to  advife  the  King  againft  pafling  the 
bill.  Whereupon  Mr.  Swift  was  fent  to  Kenfingtoa 
^ith  the  whole  account  of  that  matter  in  wHting,  to  con- 
vince the  King  and  the  Earl  how  ill  they  were  informed. 
He  told  the  Earl,  to  whom  he  was  referred  by  his  Majef- 
ty  fand  gave  it  in  writing)  that  the  ruin  of  King  Charles 
the  Firft  was  not  owing  to  his  pafling  the  Triennial  Bill, 
which  did  not  hinder  him  from  diflblving  any  Parliament, 
but  to  the  pafling  of  anotfier  bill,  which  put  it  out  of 
bis  power  to  diflblve  the  Parliament  then  in  being,  with- 
out the  confent  of  the  Houfe.  Mr,  Swift,  who  was  well 
verfed  in  Englilh  hiftory,  although  he  was  then  under 
twenty-one  years  old,  gave  the  King  a  fhort  account  of 
the  matter,  but  a  more  large  one  to  the  Earl  of  Port-^ 
land  ;•  but  all  in  vain  j  for  the  King,  by  ill  advifers,  waj 
prevailed  upon  to  refufe  pafling  the  bill.  This  was  the 
firft  time  that  Mr,  Swift  had  any  converfe  with  courts, 
and  he  told  his  friends  it  was  the  flrft  incident  that  helped 
to  cure  him  pf  vanity.  The  confequence  of  this  wrong 
ftep  in  his  Majefly  was  very  unhappy ;  for  it  put  that 
Prince  under  a  necefllty  of  introdiicing  thofc  people  caK 
led  Whigs  into  power  and  employments,  iri  order  to  pa- 
cify them.  For,  although  it  be  held  a  part  of  the  King*s 
prerogative  to  refufe  pafling  a  bill,  yet  the  learned  in  the 
//  law  think  otherwife,  from  th^t  exprefllon  ufed  at  the  co- 
ronation, wherein  the  Prince  obligeth  himfclf  to  cohfenc 
to  all  laws,  quas  vulgus  ele^erit. 

Mr.  Swift  lived  with  him  (Sir  William  Temple)  fomc 
time,  but  refolving  to  fettle  himfelf  in  fome  way  of  liv- 
ing, was  inclined  to  take  orders.  However,  although 
his  fortune  was  very  fmall,  he  had  a  fcruple  of  entering 
into  the  church  merely  for  fupportj^  and  Sir  William 
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I'cmplc  then  being  Matter  of  the  Rolls  in  Ireland,  offer- 
ed him  an  employ  of  about  120I.  a  year  in  that  office  } 
whereupon  Mr.  Swift  told  him,  that  fince  he  had  now  an 
opportunity  of  Jiving  withourbeing  driven  into  the  church 
for  a  maintenance,  he  was  refolved  to  go  to  Ireland  and 
take  holy  orders.  He  was  recommended  to  the  Lord 
Capel,  then  Lord  Deputy*  who  gave  him  a  Prebend  in 
the  north,  worth  about  lool.  a  year,  of  which  growing 
weary  in  a  few  months,  he  returned  to  England,  refigncd 
his  living  in  favour  of  a  friend,  and  continued  in  Sir 
William  Temple's  houfe  till  the  death  of  that  great  man, 
who  befidcs  a  legacy,  left  him  the  care  and  truft  and  ad^ 
vantage  of  publifhiHg  his  pofthumous  writings. 

Upon  this  event  Mr.  Swift  removed  to  London,  and 
applied  by  petition  to  King  William,  upon  the  claim 
of  a  promife  his  Majefty  had  made  to  Sir  William  Tem- 
ple, that  he  would  give  Mr.  Swift  a  Prebend  of  Canter- 
bury or  Weftminfter.  The  Earl  of  Rumney,  who  pro- 
fcfled  much  friendlhip  for  him,  promifed  to  fecond  his 
petition ;  but  as  he  was  an  old,  vicious,  illiterate  rake,  // 
without  any  fenfe  of  truth  or  honour,  faid  not  a  word  to 
the  King.  And  Mr.  Swift,  after  long  attendance  in  vain, 
thought  it  better  to  comply  with  an  invitation  given  him 
by  the  Earl  of  Berkley  to  attend  him  to  Ireland,  as  his 
Chaplain  atid  private  Secretary  j  his  Lordfliip  having 
been  appointed  one  of  the  Lords  Juftices  of  that  king- 
dom. He  attended  his  Lordftiip,  who  landed  near  Wa* 
terford,  and  Mr.  Swift  aded  as  Secretary  during  the 
whole  journey  to  Dublin.     But  another  perfon  had  fo  far 

infinuated  himfelf  into  the  Earl's  favour,  by  telling  him 
that  the  poft  of  Secretary  was  not  proper  for  a  Clergy- 
man, nor  would  be  of  any  advantage  to  one,  who  only 
aimed  at  church  preferments  5  that  his  Lordftiip,  after  a 
popr  apology^i  gave  that  office  to  the  other. 

In 
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In  fomc  months  the  Deanery  of  Deny  fell  vacant,  and 
it  was  the  Earl  of  Berkley's  turn  to  difpofe  of  it.  Yet 
things  were  fo  ordered,  that  the  Secretary  having  receiv- 
ed a  bribe,  the  Deanery  was  difpofed  of  to  another,  and 
Mr.  Swift  was  put  off  with  fome  other  church-livings  not 
worth  above  a  third  part  of  that  rich  Deanery ;  and  at 
this  prefent  not  a  fixth.  The  excufe  pretended  was 
his  being  too  young,  although  he  were  then  thirty 
years  old* 


Pk. 
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IN  the  name  of  G O D,  Jmen.  I  Jonathan  Swift^ 
Doftor  in  Divinity,  and  Dean  of  the  Cathedral 
Church  of  St.  Patrick,  Dublin,  being  at  this  prefent  of 
found  mind,  although  weak  in  body,  do  here  make  my 
laft  will  and  teftament,  hereby  revoking  all  my  former 

Imprimis.  1  bequeath  my  feul  to  God,  (in  humble 
hopes  of  his  mercy  through  Jcfus  Chrift)  and  my  body 
to  (he  earth.  And  I  defire  that  my  body  may  be  buried 
in  the  great  iQe  of  the  faid  Cathedral,  on  the  fouth  fide^ 
under  the  pillar  next  to  the  monument  of  Primate  Nar- 
ciffus  Marlh,  three  days  after  my  deceafe,  as  privately 
as  pofTible,  and  at  twelve  o'clock  at  night :  and,  that  a 
black  marble  of  {tti  fquire,  and  fevcn  feet  from 

the  ground,  fixed  to  the  wall,  may  be  ere<9:cd,  with  the 
fpllfivving  infcriptian  in  large  letters,  deeply  cut,  and 
ftrongly  gflded.  HIC  DEPOSITUM  EST  CORPUS 
JONATHAN  ^SiriFT,  S.  T.  D,  HUJUS  EC 
CLESi^  CATHEDRALIS  DECANI,  UBI  SiEVA 
INDIGNATIO  ULTERiUS  COR  LACERARE 
NEQUIT.  ABI  VIATOR,  ET  IMITARE,  SI 
POTERIS,  STRENUUM  PRO  VIRILI  LIBER  TA- 
XIS VINDICATOREM.  OBIIT  ANNO  (1745) 
MENSIS  (OCTOBR13)  DIE  (19)  ^TATIS  ANNa 

(78). 
Item ;  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  executors,  all  my 

worldly  fubftance,  of  what  nature  or  kind  foever  (except- 
ing fuch  part  thereof  as^-  is  herein  after  particularly  de-' 
vifed)  for  the  following  uies  and  purpofes,  chat  is  to  fay, 
to  the  intent  that  they,  or  the  furvivors  or  furvivor  of 
them,  his  executorsy  or  adminiftrators,  as  foon  as  con- 
veniently may.  be  after  my  dcatbi  ^U  turn  it  all  inta 

ready 
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tcady  moneys  and  lay  out  the  fame  in  purchafing  lartcJs 
of  inhcritaficc  in  fee-fimple,  (ituate  iti  any  provifiee  of 
Ireland,  except  Connaught,  but  as  near  to  the  city  of 
Dublin^  as  conveniently  can  be  found,  and  not  incuiri* 
bered  with,  or  fubjeft  to  any  leafes  for  lives  renewable^ 
or  any  terms  for  years  longer  than  thirty-one :  and  I  dc- 
firc  that  a  yearly  annuity  of  twenty  pounds  fterlingj  out 
of  the  annual  profits  of  fuch  lands,  when  purchafed,  and 
out  of  the  yearly  income  of  my  faid  fortune,  devifed  to 
my  executors,  as  aforefaid,  until  fuch  purchafc  fhall  be 
made,  fhall  be  paid  to  Rebecca  Dingley  of  the  city  of 
Dublin,  fpinftcr,  during  her  life,  by  two  equal  half- 
yearly  payments,  on  the  feafts  of  All  Saints,  and  St» 
Philip  and  St.  Jacob,  the  firft  payment  to  be  made  on 
fuch  of  the  faid  feafts  as  (hall  happen  next  afcer^my^ 
death.  And  that  the  refidue  of  the  yearly  profits  of 
the  faid  lands,  when  purchafed,  and  until  fuch  pur- 
chafe  be  made,  the  refidue  of  the  yearly  income  and 
intercft  of  my  faid  fortune  devifed  as  aforefaid,  to  my  exe- 
cutors, (hall  be  laid  out  in  purchafing  a  piece  of  land^ 
fituate  near  Dr.  Stcevens's  hofpital,  or  if  it  cannot  be 
there  had,  fomewhere  in  or  near  the  city  erf"  Dublin,  large 
enough  for  the  purpofcs  herein  after  mentioned,  and  in 
building  thereon  an  hofpital  large  enough  for  the  reception 
of'  as  many  Idiots  and  Lunaticks  as  the  annual  income  of 
the  faid  lands  and  worldly  fubftance  (hall  be  fufficient  to 
maintain :  and,  I  defire  that  the  faid  hofpital  may  be 
called  St.  Patrick's  Hofpital,  and  may  be  bujJt  in  fuch  a 
manner,  that  another  building  may  be  added  unco  it,  in 
cafe  the  endowment  thereof  (hall  be  enlarged ;  fb  that  the. 
additional  building  may  make  the  whole  edifice  regular 
and  complete.  And  my  further  will  and  defire  is,  that 
when  the  faid  hofpital  (hall  be  built,  the  whole  yearly  in- 
come of  the  faid  lands  and  eftate,  (hall,  for  ever  after,  be 
laid  out  in  providing  yidtualsj^  cloathings,  .mediciDes,^at- 

tendance. 
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tcndaiicc/  and  all  other  necefTaries  for  fuch  Idiots  and  Lu- 
nacicks,  as  fhall  be  received  into  the  fame ;  and  in  repair* 
ing  and  enlarging  the  building,  from  time  to  time,  as 
there  may  be  occafioa.  And,  if  a  fufficient  number  of 
Idiots  and  Lunaticks  cannot  readily  be  found,  I  delire 
that  Incurables  may  be  taken  into  the  f aid  hofpital  ta 
fupply  fuch  deficiency  :  but,  that  no  perfon  (hall  be  ad- 
mitted into  it,  that  labours  under  any  infeftious  difeafe : 
and,  that  all  fuch  Idiots,  Lunaticks,  and  Incurables,  a^ 
ihall  be  received  into  the  faid  hofpital,  Ihall  conftantly 
live  and  refide  therein,  as  well  in  the  night  as  in  the  day  *, 
and  that  the  filaries  of  agents,  receivers,  officers,  fer- 
vants,  and  attendants,  to  be  employed  in  the  bufinefs  of 
the  faid  hofpital,  Ihall  not  in  the  whole  exceed  one  fifth 
part  of  the  clear  yearly  income,  or  revenue  thereof. 
And;  I  farther  defire  that  my  executors,  the  furvivors  or 
furvivor  of  them,  or  the  heirs  of  fuch,  (hall  not  have 
power  to  demife  any  part  of  the  faid  lands  fo  to  be  pur^^ 
chafed  as  aforefiaid,  but  with  confcnt  of  the  Lord  Primate, 
the  Lord  High  Chancellor,  the  Lord  Archbilhop  of 
Dublin,  the  Dean  of  Chri(t-Church,  the  Dean  of  St. 
Patrick's,  the  Phyfician  to  the  State,  and  the  Surgeon* 
general,  all  for  the  time  being,  or  the  greater  part  of 
them,  under  their  bands  in  writing  -,  and  that  no  leafes 
of  any  part  of  the  faid  lands,  (hall  ever  be  made  other 
than  leafes  for  years  not  exceeding  thirty-one,  in  poffcf- 
lion,  and  not  in  reverfion  or  remainder,  and  not  difpu- 
ni(hable  of  wafte,  whereon  (hall  be  referved  the  beft  and 
moft  improved  rents,  that  can  reafonably  and  moderately, 
without  racking  the  tenants,  be  gotten  for  the  fame, 
without  fine.  Provided  always,  and  it  is  my  will  and 
earnieft  defire,  that  no  leafe  of  any  part  of  the  faid  lands, 
fo  to  be  purchafed  as  aforefaid,  (hall  ever  be  made  to,  or 
in  truft  for  any  perfon  any  way  concerned  in  the  execu-_ 
tion  of  this  truft,  or  to,  or  in  truft  for  any  perfon  any 
f  I  i  way 
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way  related  or  allied,  either  by  confanguinity  or  affinity,^ 
to  any  of  ifie  pcrfon^  who  fiiall  at  that  time  be  concerned 
in  the  execution  of  this  truft :  and,  tjiat  if  any  leafes 
fliall  happen  to  be  made  contrary  to  my  intention  abovo 
cxprefied,  the  fame  (hall  be  utterly  void  and  of  no  efFcft; 
And,  I  farther  defirc  until  the  charter  herein  after  men^ 
tioned  be  obtained,  my  executora,  or  the  furvivors  or 
furvivor  of  them,  his  heirs,  executors,  or  ^dminiftrators^ 
ftall  not  ad  in  the  execution  of  this  truft,  but  with  the 
confent  and  approbation  of  the  faid  feven  additional  truf- 
tees,  or  the  greater  part  of  them,  under  their  hands  in. 
writing,  and  (hall,  with  fuch  confent  and  approbation  as. 
aforefaid,  have  power  from  tjme  to  time,  to  make  rules, 
prders,  and  regulations,  for  the  government  and  direc- 
tion of  the  faid  hofpital.  And,  1  make  it  my  requeft  tq 
my  faid  executors,  that  they  may  in  convenient  timc^ 
apply  to  his  Majefty  for  a  charter  to  incorporate  them, 
or  fuch  of  them  as  (hall  be  tjien  living,  and  the  faid  ad- 
ditional truftces,  for  the  better  management  and  condufli 
of  this  charity,  with  a  power  to  purchafe  lands ;  and  tQ 
fupply  by  eledtion,  fuch  vacancies  happening  in  the  cor- 
poration, as  Ihall  not  be  fupplied  by  fucc^(rion,  and  fych 
other  powers  as  may  he  thought  expedient  for  the  due 
execution  of  this  truft,  according  to  my  intention  herein 
before  exprelTcd.  And,,  when  fuch  charter  Ihall  he  ohr 
tained,  I  dcfire  that  my  exccytors,  or  the  furvivors  or 
furvivor  of  them,  or  the  heirs  pf  fuch  furvivpr,  ^\^y  con- 
vey tp  the  ufe  of  fuch  corporation,  in  fee  fimple,  for  the 
purpofes  aforefaid,  all  fuch  laqds  and  tenements,  as  (hall 
be  purchafed  in  manner  above- mentioned.  Pnovided  al- 
ways, and  it  is  my  will  and  intention,  that  my  executors, 
until  the  faid  charter,  and  afterwards  the  corporation,  to 
ht  hereby  incorporated,^  (hall  out  of  the  yearly  profits  of 
the  faid  lands  when  purchafed,  and  out  of  the  yearly  in- 
come of  my  faid  fortune  devifed  to  my  executors  as  afore- 

faid. 
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Uitly  until  fuch  purchafe  be  made,  have  power  to  reim- 
burle  tbemfclves  for  all  fuch  fums  of  their  own  money, 
as  they  (hall  neceffarily  expend  in  the  execution  of  this 
truft.  And,  that  until  the  faid  charter  be  obtained,  all 
a&s  which  ihall  at  any  time  be  done  in  execution  of  this 
truft  by  the  greater  part  of  my  executors  then  living, 
with  the  confent  of  the  greater  part  of  the  faid  additional 
truftees  under  their  hands  in  writing,  Ihall  be  as  valid  and 
effedtual,  as  if  all  my  executors  had  concurred  in  the 
fame. 

<  i?«ff%*  Whereas  I  purchafed  the  inheritance  of  the 
tythcs  of  the  parifli  of  EfFernock,  near  Trim>  in  the 
county  of  Mcath^  for  two  hundred  and  fixty  pounds  fter- 
iing ;  I  bequeath  the  faid  tythes  to  tfife-V^icars  of  Lara- 
cor,  for  the  time  being,  that  is  to  fay,  fo  long  as  the 
prefent  Epifcopal  Religion  (hall  continue  to  be  the  na* 
tional  e(l:abli(hed  faith  and  profe(rion  in  this  kingdom  : 
bur,  whenever  any  other  form  of  Chriftiart  Religion  (hall 
become  the  eftablilhed  faith  in  this  kingdom,  I  kave  the  faid 
tythcs  of  E(Fernock  to  be  beftowed,  as  the  pr*Sts  come 
ifl,  to  the  poor  of  the  faid  parifh  of  Laracor,  by  i  weekly 
proportion,  and  by  fuch  other  ofEcers  as  may  then  have 
the  power  of  diftributing  charities  to  the  poor  of  the  faid 

•parifli,  while  Chriftianity  under  any  (hape,  (hall  be  tole- 
rated among  us,  ftill  excepting  profefled  Jews,  Atheifts, 
and  Infidels. 

Item  i  Wheteas  I  have  fome  leafes  of  certain  houfes  in 
Kevin's. (Ireet^  near  the  Deanery-houfe,  built  upon  the 
Dean's  ground,  and  one  other  houfc  now  inhabited  by 
Henry  Land,  in  Deanery  lane,  alias  Mirre- Alley,  fome 
of  which  leafes  are  let  for  forty-one  years,  or  forty  at 
leaft,  and  not  yet  half  expired  j  I  bequeath  to  Mrs.  Mar- 

'  tha  Whiteway,  my  leafe  or  leafes  of  the  faid  houfes ;  I 

•  alfo  bequeath  to  the  faid  Martha^  my  leafe  of  forty  years, 
of  Goodman's  Holdings  for  which  I  receive  ten  pounds 

*•  I  i  2  per 
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per  annum  •,  which  arc  two  houfe?,  or  njorc  lately  buHt  i 
I  bequeath  alfo  to  the  faid  Martha,  the  fum  of  three 
hundred  pounds  fterling,  to  be  paid  her  by  my  executors 
out  of  my  ready  money,  or  Bank  biiU,  immediateiy  jafter 
tny  death,  as  foon  as  the  executors  meet.  I  leaife,  more-t 
over,  to  the  faid  Martha,  my  repealing  gold  watch,  my 
yellow  tortoife-fl^eli  fnufF-box,  and  her  choice  of  four  gold 
rings,  out  of  feven  which  I  now  poflefs. 

Item  :  I  bequeath  to  Mrs.  Mary  Swift,  aliaa  Harriibn^ 
daughter  of  the  faid  Martha,  my  plain  gold  watch  made 
by  Quare,  to  whom  alfo  I  give  my  Japan  writing  deik> 
bcftowcd  to  me  by  my  Lady  Worfeley,  my  fquitrc  tor> 
toife-ihell  ihuff-box,  richly  lined  and  inlaid  with  jgold, 
given  to  me  by  the  Right  Honourable  Henrietta,  now 
Countefs  of  Oxford,  and  the  feal  with  a  Pegafus,  giveo 
to  me  by  the  Countefs  of  Granville^ 

Ilem:  I  bequeath  to  Mr,  Ffolliot  Whiteway,  eldcft 
ibn  of  the  aforefaid  Martha,  who  is  bred  to  be  an  at<- 
torney,  the  fum  of  fixty  pounds,  as  alfo  five  pounds  to 
be  laid  «DUt  in  the  purchafe  of  fuch  law  books  as  the 
Honourable  Mr.  Juftice  Lyndfay,  Mr.  Stannard,  or  Mr. 
M^Aulay  (hall  judge  proper  for  him. 

Item :  1  bequeath  to  Mr.  John  Whiteway,  youngefl: 
fon  of  the  faid  Martha,  who  is  to  be  brought  up  a  furgeon» 
the  fum  of  one  hundred  pounds,  in  order  to  qualify  him 
for  a  furgeon,  but  under  the  direction  of  his  mother ; 
which  faid  fum  of  one  hundred  pounds  is  to  be  paid  to 
Mrs^  Whiteway,  in  behalf  of  her  faid  fon  John,  out  of 
the  arrears  which  fball  be  due  to  me  from  my  church 
livings  (except  thofe  of  the  Deanery  tythes,  which  are 
now  let  to  the  Rev.  Do&or  Wilfon)  as  foon  as  the  iaid 
arrears  can  be  paid  to  my  executors.  I  alio  leave  the  faid 
John  five  pounds  to  be  laid  out  in  buying  fuch  phyfical  pr 
chirurgical  books,  as  Dodor  Grattan  and  Mr.  Nichols 
ihall  think  fit  for  him. 

Item  I. 
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hitn :  I  bojuctth  to  Mf^,  Ann  Ridgwajr,  now  in  my 
family^  the  profits  of  the  Icafe  of  two  houfes  let  to  John^ 
CowAly,  for  forty  years,  of  which  only  eight  or  nine  arc 
expired,  for  which  the  faid  Cownly  payeth  tne  nine  pounds 
fterling  for  rent,  yearly*  I  alfo  bequeath  to  the  faid  Anne, 
the  fum  of  one  hundred  pounds  fterling,  to  be  paid  her 
by  my  executors  in  fix  weeks  after  my  deceafe,  out  of 
whatever  money  or  Bank  bills  I  may  poflcfs  wheii  I  die : 
as  alio  three  gold  rings,  the  remainder  of  the  feven  abov^e^ 
mentioned,  ^tcr  Mrs.  Whiteway  hath  giadc  her  choice 
of  four ;  and  all  my  fmall  pieces  of  plate,  not  exceeding 
in  weight  one  ounce  and  one  third  part  of  an  ounce* 

Jfc«» :  I  bequeath  to  my  deareft  friend  Alexander  Pope 
of  Twickenham;  Eftj-,  my  prdure  in  miniature,  drawn  by 
Zinck,  of  Robert  late  Earl  of  Oxford* 

It^m :  I  leave  to  Edward  now  Earl  of  Oxford^  my  ^ 
of'  Julius  Oefar,  as  alio  another  fealj  fuppofed  to  be  :$, 
young  Hercules,  both  very  choice  antiques,  and  fet  ia 
gold  -,  both  which  I  chufe  to  beftow  to  the  faid  Ear!,  be-' 
caufe  they  bek>nged  to  her  late  Moft  Excellent  Maje% 
Queen  Anne,  of  ever  glorious,  immortal,  and  tra^ 
pious  memory,  the  real  nurGng  mother  of  her  kingdoms. 

Item :  I  leave  to  the  Reverend  Mr.  James  Stopfondl,, 
Vicar  of  Finglafs,  my  pifture  of  King  Charles  die  Firft, 
drawn  by  Vandike,  Which  was  given  co  me  by  fkc  iaid 
James;  as  aKb,  my  large  pidlune  of  birds,,  which  wn 
given  to  me  by  Thomas  Earl  of  Pembroke. 

Item :  I  bequeath  to  the  Reverend  Mr.  Robert  Grai- . 
tan.  Prebendary  of  St.  Audoen's,  my  gold  botde  fcrcw, 
which  he  gave  me,  and  my  ftrong  box,  on  condition  of 
his  giving  the  fole  ufe  of  the  faid  box  to  his  brother  Dr. 
James  Gra^tan,  during  the  life  of  the  faid  Do&or,  who 
hath  more  occadon  for  it,  and  the  iecond  beft  beaver  hac^ 
I  Ihall  die  polTefied  of. 

Hfm  f 
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•  Jfem :  1  bequeath  to  Mr*  John  Grattan^  Prebendary  ct 
Clonmcthan,  my  filver  box  in  which  the  Freedom  of  thtf 
City  of  Corke  was  prefented  to  me  j  in  which  I  dcfire  the 
feid  John  to  keep  the  tobacco  he  ufually  cheweth,  caUed 

FigtaiL 

.  Item :  I  bequeath  all  my  horles  and  mares  to  the  Re- 
verend Mr.  John  Jackfon,  Vicar  of  Santry,  together 
with  all  my  horfe  furniture :  lamenting  that  I  had  not 
credit  enough  with  any  Chief  Governor  (fmce  the  change 
of  times)  to  get  fome  additional  church  preferment  for  fo 
virtuous  and  worthy  a  gentleman.  I  alfo  leave  him  my 
third  beft  beaver  hat. 

.  Jfem:  I  bequeath  to  the  Reverend  Dodor  •  Francis 
Wilfon,  the  Works  of  Plato  in  three  folio  volumes,  the 
Earl  of  Clarendon's  Hiftory  in  three  folio  volumes,  and 
my  beft  bible  5  together  with  thirteen  fmall  Perfian  pic- 
tures in  the  drawing  room,  and  the  fmall  filver  tankard 
given  to  me  by  the  contribution  of  fome  friends,  whole 
names  are  engraved  at  the  bottom  of  the  faid  tankard. 

liem :  I  bequeath  to  the  Earl  of  Orrery  the  eriamrlled 
filver  plates  to  diftinguifli  bottles  of  wine  by,  given  to  mc 
by  his  excellent  Lady,  and  the  half -length  pidure  of  the 
late  Countefs  of  Orkney  in  the  drawing-room. 

Item :  I  bequeath  to  Alexander  M'Aulay,  Efq  i  tht 
gold  box  in  which  the  Freedom  of  the  City  of  Dublin 
was  prefented  to  me,  as  a  teftimony^  oif  the  eftcem  and 
love  1  have  for  him,  on  account  of  his  great  learning,  fine 
natural  parts,  unafFeSed  piety  and  benevolence,  and  his 
truly  honourable  zeal  in  defence  of  the  legal  rights  of  the 
Clergy,  in  oppofition  to  all  their  unprovoked  oppreflbrs. 

Item  :  1  bequeath  to  Dcane  Swift,  Efq;  my  large  Sil- 
ver ftandilh,  confifting  of  a  large  filver  plate,  an  ink  pot^ 
.  8  fand  box  and  bell  of  the  fame  metal; 

Item :  1  bequeath  to  Mrs.  Mary  Barber,  the  medail  of 
Queen  Anne  and  Prince  George,    which  Ihe  formerly 

gare  me. 

I  item  i 
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•     Hem :  I  leave  to  the  Reverend  Mr,  John  WorraJ,  my  f^ 
beft  beaver  hat. 

Item :  1  bequeath  the  Reverend  Dodor  Patrick  Delany* 
my  medal  of  Queen  Anne  in  filver,  and  on  the  reverfc 
the  Bifliops  of  England  kneeling  before  her  Moft  Sacred 
Majefty. 

Item :  I  bequeath  to  the  Reverend  Mr.  James  King^' 
Prebendary  of  Tipper,  my  large  gilded  medial  of  King 
Charles,  the  Firft,  and  on  the  reverfe  a  Crown  of  Martyr- 
dom' with  other  devices.  My  wifl,  neverthelefs,  is,  tte 
if  any  of  the  above-named  Legatees  fliduld  die  before  me, 
that  then,  and  in  that  cafe,  the  refpeftive  legaties  t« 
them  bequeathed,  (hall  revert  to  myfclf,  and  become 
again  fubjedl  to  my  difpofal. 

Item  :  Whereas  I  have  the  leafe  of  a  field  in  truft  for 
me,  commonly  called  the  Vineyard,  lex  to  the  Reverend 
Dodtor  Francis  Corbet,  and  the  truft  declared  by  the  faid 
Doftor*,  the  faid  field,  with  fome  land  on  this  fide  of  the 
foad,  making  in  all  about  three  acres,  for  which  I  pay 
yearly  to  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  St.  Patrick's  *#**• 

Whereas  I  have  built  a  ftrons;  wall  round  the  faid 
piece  of  ground,  eight  or  nine  feet  high,  faced  on  the 
fouth  afptft  with  brick,  which  coft  me' above  fix  hundred 
pound§  fterlipg :  and,  likcwife,  another  piece  of  ground 
as  atorefaid^  of  half  an  acre,  adjoining  the  burial  place 
^called  the  Cabbage-garden,  now  tenanted  by  William 
White,  gardener :  my  will  is,  that  the  ground  inclofed 
\yy  the  great  wall,  may  be  fold  for  the  remaindtr.of  the 
leafe,  at  the  higheft  price  my  executors  can  get  for  it» 
in  belief  and  hopes,  that  the  faid  price  will  exceed  three 
hundred  pounds  at  the  loweft  value:  for  which  my  fuc- 
icefibr  in  the  Peanery  (hall  have  the  firft  refufal ;  and,  it  i$ 
my  earneft  defire,  that  the  fucceeding  Deans  and  Chap- 
ters may  preferve  the  faid  Vineyard  and  piece  of  land  ad- 
joining, where  theTaid  White  now  liv^th,  fo  as  to  be  al-^ 

ways 
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ways  in  the  hands  of  the  fncceedtng  Deans  during  their 
office^  by  each  Dean  lefienii^  one  fourth  of  the  purchafe 
money  to  each  fucceedit^  Dean,  and  for  no  more  than 
the  prefene  rent. 

And  I  appoint  the  Honourable  Robert  Lyndfay,  one 
<rf  the  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Common-Pleas ;.  Henry 
Singleton^  Efq^  Prime  Seijeant  to  his  Majefty ;  the  Re- 
verend DoAor  Patrick  Delany,  Chancellor  of  St.  Pa^ 
trkrk's ;  the  Reverend  Dodtor  Francis  Wilibn,  Prcben* 
dary  of  Kilmacktolway  i  Eaton  Stannard,  Efq;  Recorder 
^  the  City  of  Dublin ;  the  Reverend  Mr.  Robert  Grat- 
tan»  Prebendary  of  St.  Audoen^s^  the  Reverend  Mr- 
John  Grattan>  Prebendary  of  Clonmethan;  the  Reverend 
Mr.  James  Stopford^  Vicar  of  Finglais ;  the  Reverend 
Mn  James  King,  Prebendary  of  Tipper  -,  and»  Alexan* 
der  M^Aulay,  Efqv  my  executors. 

In  witnefs  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  fet  my  band  atKl 
iealy  and  publiihed  and  declared  this  as  my  lafl:  Witt  and 
Teftainent>  this  third  day  of  May»  1 740  forty* 

Jonathan  Swirx* 

Signed i  feated  andpuhlijhed  by  the  ahove-htamed 
Jonathan  Swift,  in  Prejence  ef  Usy  who     '^' 
have  Jubfcribid  our  Names  in  bis  Prefenee^ 

Jo.  Wynne. 
Jo.  Rochfort. 
William  Dunkin^ 
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